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learned and ingenious r. STANmoez, which, 
nas been ſo well received. by the Publick, that 
above L "Thouſand of them have been Sold, is 
rincipall follow'd in this Edition, tho not without con- 
* N Authors; and as in this Edition more 
Aſſiſtance has been had "than in. any former one, it is 
op'd it will juſtly claim the. Preference 9 85 


The Prefac EY 2 222 Tradalon (HEE 65 5 
yell wierd to e e & uerbarim as follows. 


"The Rep: ation 1 chis Ute Boak, 8 whi 5 the 
Reader is here preſented, ſeems. abundantly eſtabliſhed. X 
dy the great Pains taken to communicate it to mankind, 
n moſt mn of the Chriſtian World. -. Bu t ſineee 
ae n Ae erfion, hitherto in Uſe, was in ſome Places 
lete, and in mary fell Li of that Lite and 
. requifite for ſuch Peg Trad, it was thought "OY 
xpedient to recommend it by a 255 4 more modern, anßa 
an dene to SN ob Nature. e eee 


10 this Attempt the Latin 5 Cabal is bien 61 8 
owed s he hath taken : om Liberty in Places peculiarly,  * 4 

to the Romiſh perſtitions: nd the preſent 
— be not..only-t 7 lden 3 in his ſtep | thus far, r 
dut in the Cha pte e Lifs BE. 8 
a eee i expreſs bimfelf for the: > A 


* & 
A Fn : » 
moſt. 
8 1 7 
* 9 F * « ” 7 
1 * 
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* E Tranſlation it this n Bock 16722 thit- 
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rr AR . 
moſt, part, as chat bach 3 might be decbmmo- 
date to the cireumſtances of any pious Chriſtian, who 
makes Religion his main pleaſure and Buſineſs, and is 
daily: ſtriving to habituate himſelf to ee Ki eu 
; votion and e Virtues: OP 


This was ihe kt mak e to the 1 ai Defign 

he had in ought of rendering theſe Reflections of 
general Uſe. to zhe 8 World: For which Saſon alſo, he 
© has not Been nicely cloſe in many e the Flights uſual 

With theſe myſtical Divines 3 thinking it better. either to 

| g thoſe ra turous Patſiöns anoth er Turn; or, by Ad- 
irions and Illüſtrations of his on, to bring t them down 

to E common Con dition of haman Lie, and fit. them. 


for t he Moarhs g of. « Fee. Aincere- e Fro rant e 
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tt erent 


| 1 5 order to preſerve the Zeal a Spirit -of the- Au- 
| thor, it was F ,fometinies ph pi bridge, ard at 
others to enlarge a T bench and* 8255 it 4 little higher 
All which the. Reader hath this. Warning of, to prevent 
any Objections which might otherwiſe be raiſed, agaſuſt 
hi Faithfulneſs of an Un ertaking, intended, not 10 mueh 

to acquaint Engliſhmen what Kemprs thought, as to con- 
vey thoſe Thoughts with ſome wha ree of that * li. 
nels and affeAtionite Warmth, which the original Com- 
wh at firft felt from NR! N93 ST, nee 288 $47 Fo 


Seen 20 2. 
And becauſe the Rader: will Is -4 ende ſome 
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bloke of Him, here follows in brief the Sub ſtance of 
what Rows ty . e i e him.. wg” 


Dis $34 20 > Beg 


L. rere 
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5 | bory.in the N ofour 1775 I 7 5 js 8 89 ol 
Wok Fo ortune were mean; ; at wien F ears 
Bats Mi ſtudies, and about. nineteen betook Wel 102. Wos 
— Hike Auguſtin Monks: About five 8 be mak he 15 
| 4 * h a and W 5 2 e Tae 


age 22. 
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rr 4 
1 * 


a4 re TY 5 
& 8 ce of ſeve Years; particular! eminent for hi 
- _— V. di igent Study of the 4 holy ar 
Balle 2 of Liſe, moving Floqu uence in Diſcourſe and 
— nary Teal in 2 Forhis Perfon he was of 
9 middle Stature, of a brown C Complexion, a lively 


15 


ieren yes affe a Sight ſo d good, that though he 4 s 


much ure c Infirmities of old Age, Jet he 
was never feduged. to the Uſe of Spectacles. He died 
| Ju 25, 147 I, in the ninety-ſecond Year of his e 


4353 II. 


At tay * Added. rhe gn d and ee gy ee of 
hi ee. Was very. Ws, 9 and Od. 
* weakeſt * welt of Chriſtians ; a Com- 
s fr 6 Troubled, alhonate Helper to thoſe 
mptatigns, —— dingly. zealous for the Salvari- 
— Sa he as earneſtly d defir'd as his own 
andi it was his main Fudeavour tö dra, alfo others "with 
himſelf ey his Writings, by his verbal Adwonition, by 
his private Ixiſtrutions, and by 15 other ways and means 
he had in his Power 0 Holineſs and bapp ineſs. He 
lived agreeable to what Ag taught land tote, 1 verified 
es his Doctrine was not impraicable. &Y 2 *, 


The euern Dishes taken from a learned 4 


may be ſervicea . EN Reading e 
any religious Bok, | 1 8 


I. Set a . Fins 6 every Da fr ud thi 
or ſome Fart fo Treatiſe. It an es ble 8 
neſs de prives you of your Hour of . take the 
next vacant one for iti When ſuch large Portions of each 
Day are ſo willing] . allowed for bodily Refreſhments and 
Diverſions, I wiſh I could always ay umooent ones, how 
can you ſeruple to allot ſome little Time for the Care of 
Four nr y more edle TOE) TOR ee san 2 
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it 
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LY 
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3 n BY bare to reud "with great Attention 1 Seioul: 10 
1 neſs, not haſtily and carelefly, ſtop every now and then, 101 
% to recollect what you have read, and confider how to re- 15 


to 0 If your Uadertandng 1 not en- 
our Will 


be in 
5 


due it 
KIN, _ it will be Joſt Time to read, and if your 
and Affections are not influenced, you will certa 
A # worſe Condition, tho' the other is a 1 bad one, 


= 2 ive nf your Accounts * the Bar of the 


es: I, Pay 3 n f 
br 4 | 516 moſt neal iſe you. Fo 3 
þ _ =. conclude always with your fincere Thanks to a w Almi hey 
8 25 ; God for his Bleſſings beſtowed upon r ee e. e 
WS Continue them fo bu as his Infinite Wiſdom: all think 
N n to admit you in this World of Trouble and Sor- 
Y N hich the Publiſher” begs leave to in with ven 
__— in, 1 15 holy Spirit would aſſiſt your fincere Endea- 
5 urs to encreaſe in Humility, Benevolence, Patience, * 
WL; 1 OTE every Sr Va irtue. o 
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1E thee: folloideth ime, bail met -wa 1 
' darkneſs, but ſhall n Are „ 
vili. 1 2. aps that Chriſt 5 NH dec clas 
bimſelf rhe. ig tbe: world... Mhe. 
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ject of curtnitatiqn; ab Is lerer wit Gilg poli 
ons and actions upon the perfect mode!” 7 t | 
bright example. But he ſhall we follow 4 
pattern, which we little think of? The firſt 
ſtep there fore toward thus Fr 4 after him, 
is the emplpying our though with great fre- 
quency and ſerious een upon the perfec- 
uons of this divine, origi ++ 
22. The docttine taug Hf by Chin edcths a 
the iaſtructions deliver d d — inks by all the 
holy men that ever lived. And every man, en- 
dued with a true chriſtian ſpirit, will not fail 
there to find u hidden manng; like that of old, 
fitted both to nouriſh, and miniſter delight to his 
ſoul. The true reaſon then hy men hear the 
oſpel without any fenſible reliſh, or eager de- 
ire, is, that they ate not endued wich the 
of Chriſt. This is a treaſure found of them en- 
ly who heartily deſirè to nd it; and a man 
muſt reſolve and endeavour ts form his whole 
convetſatibn upon the Prisciples of that doc 
 trine, before he can attaln to a full underſtand- 
ing c of ts'cxcdllenec, and feel an inward ſati 5 
tion in the fludy of it. Wo u en te 1 
N . Aod here indeed liet the true beneßt ef 
| nechuiga and rome whom th ow 
and un u thing is 
| nt «a the its, oe amen inte the 
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PETTY ES umz4ft to 


einde while he [wane that meekneſi and 
humility; 


— — 900g out into uſe by benevolence to 


e RO wc Vanity, Ercieſ. i. 2. laid 


eee 


tempt of this world; raiſe himſelf u 


. , 


he mu "FER g Cai RIS 41 


withbut-which he miuſt needs lic 
ander the diſpleaſure of the Trinity? Diſtincti- 
cnsand-notions,'the' never ſo ſubtle or unſer- 
yickable:ro the truth, do not make a man juſt 
and holy; but a circumſpect and conſcientious 
life t us to the favour and love of 
God. 1 had rather be affected with a true pe- 


| Hitent ſarrow for ſin, than be able to reſolve 


the moſt difficult cafes about it. you 
bad every word; of the Bible treafured: up in 


ene and a perfect comprehenſion of 


loſophy in the world; to 
—— mighty ſtock of rules, 


mankind, and hum 


ley awd rea goodneſs Fa- 


the Preacher; abd bis 2 admits of 
that fingle exception;. taken notice of in the 

concluſion of this hook, Dove God, and keep bis 
commandments, for this 15 the whole duty of man, ; 
hape ai, 13. He who would approvehim- - 
ſelf in;goot carneſt), muſt firſt e hed. 
Beet wen aten after the Wenden 

1 eee | N GE 

14. eee eee Coliciady 
10 Weka our hope and confidence in 
riches, which are ſure to periſh, * 
_ r allen * ſtrive by. all 
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means to attain a high wee honourable ſtation; 
Vanity, to indulge the deſires of the fleſh; and 
eourt thoſe pleaſures, which draw after them 
grievous and laſting pains, Vanity moſt ex 
quiſite, to be infinitely concerned for living 
long, and pesfectly indifferent, or but coldly af» 
fected, conterning living well. Vanity moſt fa- 
tal and ſtupid, to determine our thoughts . and 
cares to this preſent life, and never look for wart 
to that which is to come: to doat upon things 
that fly ſwiftly from us, and cling faſt about 
imaginary and tranſitory delight; while we-ſub- 
fer our ſelves by theſeto be detained and diver- 
red from e eee of ance! and eternal 


Joys. Dad, REPEAT 1 a 2 11 ? 
F. Oh, turn ee 
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the right object and remember, , to how Jutle: 
purpoſe it is placed on that which cannet gie 
which ought to make ue wiſer, Ecrigſ 1. B. 
Tbe eye is not ſari vor tbe car 
. Uſe then thy 
to wean thy Soul from 2b laue 
| % 
nat ſeen. For, be aſſured; that they, ho fol- 
ly their labour and expntion, but alſo their 
innocence and purity, the peace of their o 
| &:: IK tg gs Hub. wh 
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content, ſince? moſt true is that obſervation, 
ified with ſcuing, 
with bearing,” | 'utmoſt di x 
that 
are ſeen, and jet thy ' affettions — Foam 
lo their own ſenſual appetites, do loſe not on- 
Aer dee the W 5 pn x ighty God, 


f 4 
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a Rem 0 5:4: H- A P. II. Ni hung in 
5117 10 Weis 21: tis 155 Ke 2 OY D voi babs 
aun! 5 Wolde at rn: 29 Aa: 
E deſirs of e natural to e- 
vety man; hut what advantage is it to be 


knowing, it that knowledge be not ſeaſoned; 
with virtue and The vileſt peaſant, 
and he; whom we in ſcorn think leaſt removed 
rom a.bruteif he ſerve God -according ta the 

t of his mean capacity, is yet a better man, 
ena: the proudeſt philoſopher, who buſies him- 


ST Fa ELSE 


I: elf in conſidering the motions of the heavens, 

al Dut beſtows no reflection atall upon thoſe of. his his 
11 ITbe certain conſequence of knowing 
en ae e opinion of him 
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lf, and not be exalted, with the commendati- 


we s of other people. And.fy 
IN,  ſo:yaſt,and extenſive, that nothing 
8. ,orld. contains were hid from. it. yet, What 


4. 
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reuld all this avail me in the ſight of, God, 
ho, When he gomes to judgment will try me 
pon the iſſue, not of what I have known, but 
— Isele. 5 IE: I Ms 00 üer 4 in 
2. Reſtrain that extreme.deſice of increaſing: 
aming;/which-at.the ſame time does but in- 
. by involving the mind in much 
Fg wok and italſe. deluſion. For ſuch are fond, 
e of wudom, and xeſpec+/; 
d h + learning. f 
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theirs conſiſts in * y things} which a man's 
mind is very little, if at all, the better for the 
knowledge of. And ſure, whatever: they may 
think of the matter, he who beſtows his time 
and pains upon t bings chat ars of ne ſervice for 
ing the bippioeſs of his foul; ought, 
no means to be efteeined a wiſe man, Words 
and notions in themſelves give no real ſatis- 
faction, but a virtuous life never fails to com- 
fort and tefreſh the mind, and to miniſter the 
beſt antidote againſt all manner vf difficuhics ; 
for ſuch is à god obniciedcey and a well 
gounded confiderce towards Gad, Jab 2g; 
_ which is itsinſeperable attendant. 
3. The mote a man knows, and:the bn 
thoſe ſubjeets ate, upon wich his fludics have 
been employed, the hea vier ſhall his: account 
bez unleis his piety; and Ntius beproportiona- 
bly eminent and He little rea- 
ſon have we co beiexalr With our attainments 
when we know out abecunt will be larger as 
we improve more tifyowledge: And hat 
improvements indeed enn poſſibiy be ſo 
as to juſtify our being proud of them ? For 
nd man can ever wor Ry mortification of his 
7 5 that what he knows" ig but à little, in 
coimputiſon of what he till continues ignorant 


; of, Conſider, aud be not ſo forward do 


pre- 
fer thy ſelf before othert, when thete are ſo 
| — e n in "rae 
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rules of lHving give Abem an undbubted right io 
de pre fert d before you? If yo would attain to 
aſefal learning indeed, learn to conceal your at- 
ainments, and be content that the world ſhould 
hink meahly of you, fer lewlineſs of mind. 
and not ch 'of Jon, man's ſelf more higher 
than be og te Ibinl, is the moſt difficult, but 
_— the moſt profitable leſſon, and the pre- 
fring others before out ſelves, is a point of 
We wiſdom and bigh perfection. Nor "Ov 
dur opinions'sf this kind be changed, 
ould. fes another guilty of ſome oooh 
y, ot very grievous wickedne(s,' finee we are 
en of like' paſſions and traitties; nor can we 
en how long our own virtue may eontinue 
nſhaken. Remember then that infirmities are 
ommon ts all mankind/#nd" fo remember it, 
$40 perſwade your ſelf, of at leaſt to ſuſpect, 
Mit thele/afe dealt to thee in' plen atiful men- 
ure; as to any other per par oerer, ew 941 
now ey Won WINE 07 1143 52 06] douar, 
En Haß. 5H AP. Ag + is 2110l8 
ay M owl IQ. 21 W 410 1 166 1000 
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free-from the en af de ah opinions, and 
the falſe. eſtimates we form from thence. How: 
high a value do we ſet upon the knack of diſ- 
tinguiſhing and diſputing nicely, in matters 
hid from common / appre ehenſions q but mat- 
ters too, which to k]) nothing of will not 
render a man's caſe one whit the worſe at 2 
day ot judgment? Egtegious and claborate fol- 
„ over-loek uſeful and neceſſary-. 7 0 28 
things not worthy our-regard, and bene 
induſtry to find out thoſe, . either turn to 
no account, or What is worſe * Thus 
we take pains to be ignorant at laſt, and veri- 
fy in our on ſelves, the prophets deſcription 
of the heathen idols; which have yes, OR 
Jea nat. Pol: cxved! 130: te. ren 
Why ſhould weithen, with ſuch coner. toil 
| ſtrive 40 be maſtet at logical definitions ? O- 
What do our-abfirafted Teen e 2 
He whom the ditins word inſtructs, takes 
much ſhorter cut to truth, for from this 1 
alone all ſaving kbow edge iz derived, and with- 
out this no man underſtands or judges aright. 
But he who reduces all his ſtudlen to, and go- 
verns himſelf by this rule "eſtabliſh him- 
ſeif ſecurely upon God. 0 thous: who:e very 
ce efſepce-is truth. une me to ahy &lf. in perfect 
© loves;;T he varie ef oth $; lies 
WOE. nr Wal wg in thee "alons. L. bod the 
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all our teachers be for ever dumb, and this great 
volume of the greatutes continue ſhut to ue, we 
might diſpenſe with all the reſt, if thou would'ſt 
vouchſafe thy own informatlon, and teach us by 
J — AS 
The better acquainted any man is with him- 
ſelf, the more he conver ſes with, and retires in- 
to his owh breaſt ; and the leſs he wanders a- 
broad; and dwells upon things without him, the 
more extenſive and ſublitne is his knowledge, and 
the more eaſily atfained, Becaule this man re- 
ceives, and is directed by a ray darted from hea- 
ven into his ſoul. A mind fincere and pure, and 
frm, not diverted by multiplicity of objects. 


* 
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tious and ungovern d paſfion? A truly gooc and 


to the di 


ve labour togain a conqueſt over our ſelves za 
this ſhould be our principal and conſtant cate, to 


< 
» 


more and more under, 


or the bonour of God is its conſtant aim; and, 
having but one end to putſue, it is in perfect 
peace and unity with je ſelf, and does not divide 
its thoughts, with. vanity and ſelf-love. For what 
can be a greater hindrance than our own ambi- 


pet ground every day, by bringing our paſſions. 
and becoming more maſ- 
07 GAY 791117, tetly | 


pious man fitſt ordefs. and difpoſes all his buſineſs 
regularly, before he enters upon the executionof* - | 
any deſig {4 he ſüffers no vicious inclination” to 
dixett him, but makes every undertaking ſubmir 
965 of reaſon and religion. The ſharp. + | 
eſſ as well as the noþleſt conflict is that, wherein 
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| had rather cultivate. their part 4 
nene, and account-it a;preater 8 - 
| whagy moth, than to bye wel” 5 


18 of the Initition 9 Jon ce, 
terly proficients i in Virtte and zo6dnef. 
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Nor miy we ſuppoſe any degree of vinue 
exalted, that it fhonld ceaſe to be a ſtate of pro- 


ficiency ; for ſuch is the condition of mort 
that their utmoſt poſſible perfection in this life, 


Sever embaſed with an allay of impecfeEtion 3 
and their brighteſt notionsare Uouded with fome _ 
confuſion and obſcurity. But ig the ſtudy of our- 
miſtakes, ' 
Therefore a trne enſe of what we are, and that” 


felves we are beſt capable of avoiding 


humility, which cannot but proceed from ſuch a 


the moſt laborious and profound enquiries, After 
knowtedge: 
_ Blameable; fo r the underſtanding 
vhs tioever, conſidered fimply, ans as it 21 
ought to be acknowledged commendable and 
good; the gift and ordinance of God. But the 
danger ie, when we give this the preeedende i in 
our eſtsem, before things abyndantly better; 1 
mean a conſcience, and a virtuous cohver- 
fation. - The true rea ſon den Why, in an 
where karning,i is had in univerſal adiniration 10 
| bittle profit is made; and both tp and vice de, 
i I y abound, is, in 
uuth, no other, chan that men 1 miſtake 


their main baſins rexcellence. 
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ſenſe, i; a ſurer way of 9 us to God, than 


'P 2 that learning is in its own nature 
of any thing 


8 than their TY 
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Oh, would men but beſtow half the pains in 
| Footing out vice and planting virtue in its ſtead, 
= which they are content to throw away upon 
captious and unprofitable queſtions, and the Pp... 
| Pat ion of ſcience, fallly ſo called; what a ble ea 


 Feformation ſhould we. ſee ? Then would net 
dhe vulgat, and meaner ſort, abandon themſelves 
W. to ſuch ſcandalous, brutiſh, and abominable 
wickedneſs, Nor would the men of ſenſe and 

W learning and quality, continue fo profligate and 
& diflolote i theic manners, and blemiſh, as they 
do, their honour and attainments, with thame- 
Es and licentious impurities. Surely this could 
not be, did men but confid-r at all, that a day of 

© judgment will come, wherein meaſures will be 
£:ken very different from ours; when the en- 
q7'ry, upon which our affairs muſt all turn, will 

xe, not how much we have heard or read, but 
how much we have done; not how eloquent 
our expreſſions, but how pure and devout our 
lives ; how much dür manners, not our capaci- 
ty ot breeding, our wit prrhetorick, diſtinguiſh- 

md us from cammon men. But if the credit and 
ogour of the thing were the only conſideration; © 
yer cven thus, where is the fruit of all this migh* | : 
ty toil? What is became of all the eminent di- 


vines, philoſophers, lawyers, orators, perſons ce - 


7 


lebrated far and near juſt at the time when they 
Weed and*fouriſhed?” But now fomebo;y eich 
ee ae gains of all that learning and fatigue ; 
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and 'tis odds, whether he that lives upon their 
labours, ever ſo much as ſends onę thought after 
them. Theſe men, ſo eminent in th: ir fe ſpective 

| profeſſions, no doubt, thought themſelves CO- 
ſiderable in their own time; brit now that time 
is gone, and they are loſt in univerſal ſilence. 
Their very names are buried as deep as their bo- 
dies; and the one was ſcarce ſooner gut of ſight, 
than the other out of all mention d remems- 
brance. Vcc 
Ah wretched man, bow have you, been delu- 
did, how ſhort and withering a good does that 
-f-me and reputation prove, which yoo veinly 
promiſcd yourſelves: would be, eternal; always 

freſh and flouriſhing) always precious in the 
=_ -mouths and memories of-poſterity; but this, and 
do beiter, js the condition of all worldly honour. 
Oh had you but been equilly carefull to improye 
_ in picty, and rendered Four virdies as eminent 
1 as your learning, your ſtudies then had not been 
fruitleſs, but follow'd with a recompence, which 

would not thus have forſaken you. But this: is 
the tata] error of our age, that infinite numbers 
ate deſtroyed hy unprofitable knowledge. They 

My temſches out upon ſubtilities- and curioſities, | 


f 


1 which ſuip to no accounts au the. ophy thing 
WV hich can make them truly happy; religicn and 

wee ſereice of God, that they give themſelyes no 

_ nc of trouble about, but Night, as: ngt worth 
bei care or thought, The great ogcalian 0 
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the fantaſtical opipions· and dangerous corrupti- 
ons, with which the world is peſter'd, is certain- 
ly this, that men propoſe no end of their ſtudies 
Hut to be great, and to have other people think 
Was highly of them, as they do of themielves. 
WAnd becauſe of all things, they deteſt humility, 
Wanda regard to truth, God gives them the due 
eward of their vanity, and tuffers them to be 


educed by theff own abſurditics and imaginati- 


KK WY 


*. Rom. 1. 21.4. 1f then we would be great, 
Wer us take the prgper.courſe for it: For none is 
eally ſo,” but he that abounds in the love of 
od, and in good works. node is truly ſo, but he 
ho thinks modeſtly of himſelf, and is got a- 
ove the temptations of ambition and vain-glory.. 
The man, who. is wiſe td purpoſe, counts all 
Wis world can boaſt of, but d ret and dung, that 
e may win Chriſt, Pbil. iu. 8. And he is an 
xpert and learned man indeed, who hath learnt 
d give the preferenee to God)s will, before his 
wn, who reſolutely complies with his com- 
ands, and as reſolutely denies his own evil in- 
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Prudence in our behaviour. | 

| | Eu. tus bay in believing every word, 
9 Prov. xiv. 15, nor the ſuggeſtions of every 
birth, 1. Ja iv. 1. but conſider cooly and lei- 
ely, and make à conſcience of giving your 
Ct: Ro ra credit 
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eredit with due caution. Men are much more 
prone (the greater is the pity) both to ſpeak 
and believe ill, than well, of their neighbours, 
This i 18 our infirmi and unhappineſs, but a 
od man will conſider and make allowances 
E, it. Eccle. xix. 5. And the c of this con- 
' Adderation will be, the ſuſpending his aſſent, and 
neither believing all he hears, nor officiouſſy re- 
porting all he believes. 
It is an argument of great c to do no- 
thipg raſhly, nor to be obſtinate and inflexible in 
our opinions, And the cautiouſneſs I Juſt now 
recommended, in crediting and ſpreading re- 
porte, is a neceſſary branch of. the N per fecti- 
on. Advite in your affaits with wiſe and geod 
men, and think it mare for yaur reputation, to 
be inftru{ted by thoſe who W better, 
than to act upon your own head. A virtucus 
life makes a man prudent in God's, eſteem, and 
es true conduit and experience, The more 
umble and obſerFant we are to his directions 
the better we ſhall behave ourſelves, and the 


greater ſatisfaction and peace of mind we ſhal 
158 reſulting f.om all we do, 8 
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overy of truth, not the obſerving quaintneſs and 
3 0priety of expreſſion. That book of God in- 
iced ſhonld be peruſed with the ſame ſpirit and 
| zper by which it was dictated, 1 Nom. XV. 4. 
und as the Holy Ghoſt intended the profit of 
nankin d more than niceneſs of words and 
phraſes, ſo ſhould we aim at growing better liv- 
rs, rather than wiſer, or more accurate ſpeake 
8, by what he bath delivered. 1. Cor. ii. 1, 4. 
o perſons thus diſpoſed the plain eſt ard «moſt 
jous parts of ſcripture will miniſter a delight e- 
ual to thoſe which ere miſterious and ſublime, 
he authority and skill of the penman ſhould-be 
little weight with us. Nor matters it, whe» 
jer he were one of great or mean attainments, 
r the love and deſire of truth ĩs the 3 
re to ſtudy, and the ſubſtance of what is ſpo- 
n, not the Perſon Who ſpeaks, - ought princiĩ- 
lly to be con ſider d. All ſeſb is graſs, but the 
rd of the Lord abidetb. for ever, 1 Pet. xxiv 2g. 
d this word ſpeaks to us in different manners, 
hout any partial reſpec of perſons. 
One great inccAvenience in reading the ſctip- 
es, is our own vain curiofity. We loſe mum 


m them, by p 


ficult points and Iabouring to bring to the 


juld be content to receive with the ſimplicity f 
humble obedience, and place io the account 
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he heneſit which mighi otherwiſe be gathered 
pretending ip nice diſquiſitions ß 


dard of dur own imperfe@ reaſon, what we 
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of divine faith. If you would read them, and 
a that reading, you muſt do it With a 
B ve and humble, a ſincere and teachable 
diſpoſition of mind, and account it a greater ex- 
SITE to believe what God hath ſaid; than to 
affect the reputation of learning, by ſingularity 
of opinions, and a bold attempt to bring down 
all he ſays to your own comprehenſion. If in 
ſome things you find occaſion to doubt or dif. 
truſt your own Judgment, conſult wiſe and ho- 
ly perſons, and ſubmit patiently to heat and be 
inform'd by them. Nor let a 'vain conceit off 
your own abilities produce contempt of the apho · 
riſms and parables of the antients. Fot, be 
well aſſur'd, they were not uttered at all adven-W 
tures, but they, who delivered 'theſe proverbial 
ſentences, knew them to be the reſult. of long 
and judicious obſervation. - * - ; 1: 
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NH E moment a mah cheriſhes any imme 
A derate defire, he feels a tempeſt riſing in 
n his ſoul. Pride and covetouſneſs- never ſuffer 
us to reſt, but the poor and lowly in heart, ihe 
humble and contented, enjoy themſelves in a op 

found and perpetual calm. He that is ſtil 2 
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Lie with thp bald and 1000 not yet at- 
tained a — victory gyer them, is eaſily 
tempted, and often finds himſelf overborn by 
5 ching not worth his concern, For the remains 
of a carnal ſpirit; and the ſtrong tendencies to 
pleaſures of feuds will not ſuffer. a man, with- 
ost great difficulty, to draw. his mind off from 
2 ctiongz. And therefor 1 he I 
; enden to do this, i it is with. king al 
W pain; bt commits a violence upen bim(elf, a 
to. apger and indignation againſt af 


that © Ng labotidus nog. undertake... 
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os 4-0 tying his jnclination mY oo” . 
ſatis he promiſed himſelf from. . 
WED png by lad experience, fl 
tue peace and content is never to be had by i 
dalging bis appetites, bur by an obſiinare ff. 
wnce of them. e re 
in the breaft of LY for 191 
e e 


Wit. 135 5 Q's 155 1 1 
* N "4 19 5 0 | | 
MO end d 4 
Sue: * 


5 « 
„ g SMC» N 4 
's : «i I 1 
7 n ed > - ; k 
12 1 3. 4 
>” 8 whe. | 
=. x 
” f 1:4 
; ” 1 Fl. * * 


r 


„ . 
* 


" » » ” f * ” 4 x4 
| 1 # * 1 : * „ S : - 2 = * "Go . 


e 


28. of the ini 5 of IS ets 
3 h : 0 H A 4 vi. 9 5 e 


Drain, fo 1 ty 100 and vin 5170 
Coll, „ ee | + 1 ; 25 s 
1 0 pot ar. truſt in man, or 1 1071 other 
"Creature; is moſt egregious' vanity. AC 
xyii, 5, Think it not below you, tö ſubmmt 
the meaneſt good offices for the ſer vice of ah 
brethren and the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, nor eo 
ir any ſhame tobe thought poor and mean it 
this world. Do your own endeayour honeſtly, 
and faithfully, and never doubt of God's affis- 
tance. . Depend not upon your own wiſdom, 
and place not any confidence in the greateſt man 
living, bur let your hole truſt reſt entirely up- 
on the favour of God who bringetl down and 
refifteth' the proud, but g erh, grace to the bum 


ble and exalteth og o ate content to 1215 


themſelves, Luke i. 52. xiv. rm geen: 
'Boaſk not of tiches, becauſe” Rag are in your 
reſent poſſeffſon, rior of friends, becauſe they 
dave Power and intereſt, but if vou will glory, 
ory ih God, who is able tö give all gig 
And Awillng to give that Which is better than all, 
even bimſeif. And why ſhould the ſtrength and 
beauty of your perſon puff you up with pride, 
| when it is in the power of very little ſickneſs, 
» t upon you eee, odious 
A _ Sem, 4 
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+I EZ As Fever! de ve S 0 3 
deformity ? If vou be inclin'd to alas your wit 
and addreſs aboye due meaſure, remember from 
what hand theſe come, * do not os the 
giver, by abuſing the gi 

Fancy not" — u chan your Wy 
bours, leſt God, who knows What is in any 
man, think the worſe of you that acc 
Nay, value not yourſelf — hat youave 
done well, for God judgeth not as man judg. 
eth, and what we often are highly, farishod 
with, he ſometimes thinks not fir ſo much 
40 approve. If you be conſgious of any thing 
good in yourſelf, think that the ſame or better 
qualities may likewiſe be found in others, f PR 
while you allow. their £xcellencies, it will. bs 
much caſier to preſetwe a modeit 0 of your 
.own.: There can come no harm of ;luppoli 
every other man better than yourſelfʒ but the - 
ſuppofing any man worſe than,yourſcl;, may be 
attended with uery ill conſequences. The merk, 
ſays che ſcripture, 6s refreſded in abe v ud roft 
[ae Pſalcxxxvii, but the proud in pititis like 
4 troubled ſea, Tha. lv. perpetually toſt an 
driven by the fierce commotions of anger, and 
emulation and: envy, and diſdain, a: e 4 
Jaffer him to be eaſy and e This. 
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PEN wit vhive Bratt 28 ge hn. * 1 
| make choice of prudent and-religious-pit- 
ſons to difcloſe thy in to. Frequent not the 
Company of young men and ftrangers, flatter 
pot the righ, neither affect to he ſeen in the pro- 
ſence of great men, but aſſociate thyſelf with the 
de vont, the virtuous, the humble; and contrive 
that thy diſcoutſe be profitabls. Deſite not 
the intimate acquaintance of women, but, inflead 
of thy con ver ſation, let them haye thy lee ; 
and recommend the preſeryation and the reward 
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may be with God, with his holy 
thy own bor ſcience, and in not for want 
of gomp⸗ny „bor think it an unhappineſi to have 
but few dear leber when NN 10 good 
Fompany as this always at han W1329*43* 
Nu charity "jnfleed ſhonld be wniverſal, and 
Exrepd th all mankjnd ;"but it won ' d be very 
inconvenient, our friendſhips and farniliarjties 
ſhould do ſo toa, We often find, that a perſon 


angels, with 


altogether unknown to us, comes recommended 


| by a good character, which makes us paſſionately 
Suing of e and W this = * 


reren ROS 


2 e 2200 of Joon Sn 39 
2325 better f loſes the great opinion we 
conceived of him before, and grows doying and 
1 our hands And this we may be ſute 
& likely 6 pr ove our own caſe 3/ for the 
uh 1 we hope to ingratiate our- 
Elves: freer acquaintance, frequently diſcover | 
— 44  difagrecable in us, which makes us 
els acc — 4 And therefore, in prudence and 
1 both to ourſelves and others, we ſhould 
de very ſpating in our intimacies, becauſe it jo 
Pery often happens that the more perfectly ined 
c Woking wg leſs right they have to eſtesm. 
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Ti isa very valuable advantage to live wt 
CR e and whatever tine 
— cf men think of the matter, more dif, 
eult and hazardous to command than to bey, 
lany lubmit more out of neceſſity, than out of 
wy. principle of duty or choice, and, to uch 1 
eſe, this ba Fate of continual tormene, © 4 
do is grain, attended with: co 
5 ant murmuring vnd complaints, the Uſe of 
laves and bruces, and not of men, who fhould _ 
wich a ſpirit of freedom. ,- And this namral 
iverty noinferior perſon attains to, ill till he la 
n to 8 3 n 09.0 
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Vence fake. Whatever poſt you form an idea, of, 
ben A Gre pant and ward Content,” e. 
248 ith that of a ſtate of ſuhjection, many haye 
fd themſelves with fond imaginarions, how hap- 
- Þy, they ſhould be, if they could change their 
.conditon for a higher, but few, if any, who have 


o 


 +themſelvesajot the happicr ot S fler for HH. 
As true indeed, eyery man's pwn” Judgment 


| a «gf 4 hn 4.563%, : , 3 Olea}s A Fn 5.1! 
is the proper rule and meaſure of his actions, and 4 
ww a jp ut comes 10 paſs, that we are all beſt plea. 
' "ſed. with them who are of the fam opinions with 


ourſelves. But tis as true, that if God rule in 
our hearts, we ſhall not t,. iak much te recede 
from our own ſenſe in ſome” caſts, when peace 
and the pubhek good may be promoted by ſuch 
F Cccnceffions. © For who is fo abſolvrely and com- 
Fo wJ\-4ly. wik, that nothing efcapes his knowledge? 
13 I then our knowledge be bir Pura ac ice 
fect, tis but rcaſ6aable* we ſhould not be ttt 
ur opinions, bur allow 4 fair hesring at leaſt te 
abale hg differ dem us,” Ab io foch (ales 
han gains agreat point when lie knows him- 
1 oe in che right, and yet in tendernefs and! cha 


rity, can comply. with the infittpitiesor. miſtake 


= -of gthers, rather than * Goch B/ being toe 
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ay be 1 — 2 whic Ras Helen it 3 

; ble to depart from. that termination, and gi * 
Norſelves up to he d 4 5 5 by other perſo 
ad when. theſe calc happen, to refuſe * ſuch 
8 0 manifeſtly betrays. our own 5 
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P. TR crowds. an a pug as much 
as conveniently you -, may, for fte. 
at diſcour ſe, even of, news, or. Ko 
gs, which Happens upon eh occafions," i 1 
ast mes an, © bſtruction to virtue, When leaſt 
atended or ſuſpected to be 9. The world and its 
aniues caſily take hold. of. us, and our minds are 
mſnared and captivatè, before we are aware... 


dad not been in company, or that I had laid ne- 
bing, when J was there ? If we e 1 75 | 
t comes to pals; that mutual converſation 8 i 4 


njoy that pleaſure; with perfect ia ocence; the 
rue account I think is this, that w find: ourſelvTes 
livertedby difcourke, and unbend our thoughts I 
om ſeveter ſtudiet, that What we ndeſite, nat 
NN what we Hava the — oY 
ank 


to, „lieg ä in our minds, 
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ow.often. haye'] 1 found Fin + with, that 1 7 | 


d great delight, notwithſtandifg w e fo Kad ö 9 4 


1 dare gauge panes 


choſen, nd convenient, a firict guard ſhould be 
| my ag roye theſe very diverſions tothe © © 


vicious habit, and a vio hindrance to our 
 tjons ovght to make us extræamly cautions in pur 


ate won 


- ; | 255 * eee dy 
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N A how very ſedgmn a weflnd 6 ee we 
by. doing ſo ? for this outward donſola- 
5 hg off from that inward” and 

A tfation, in whigh true happineff oon. 
Therefore it Hs: our duty 

— and to fill up the. empty 


to watch” and 
with theſe holy and devout medi 


py paces of life, 
ions. And 
if at any time the refreſhments of company be 


ſer upon our tongues that they utter nothing g. 


f-ourſelves. and "hem that bear ws, 
ined and laviſh talking is in jelel a very 


ſpiritual proficiency. © And theſe two configlers- 


converſation. But it is the priviledgy of yirtuoue 
and religious diſcourſe, that picty and 

efully promoted by ſach conk 
then ee , when perſons of the heaven- 


and temper frequent oge 1 
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. ier F Js 10. Tn 18 f. 1 
ego trouble, a nd Shear med ng with 1 
W Re and ſay, in * x (hay ate n 
. "But Row ſhould he bo eaſy, 
Ar other men 's Cares bis own ? Who 
dyftriou ly: ſeeks : diſquiet, and when he might 

in peace Within doors, eee 

94 fetch diſtyrbance home to his houſe; wh. 
akes. ſuch, PAINS," and ſpends fo much time” to 
We nquire into the affiire of fieighbours andifiran- | 
pers altogether foreign. to im, and ſeldom ot 
1 ever de de cends into is own breaſt, that ke may 
2 17 N ag bim ſelf. B Auf inthe wok 
4 of Jt inbrrit the earth 
joy in the Lord. 
ence is it, think vou, "lt ſome” — ou | 


Mae d ſolitaty y contem-· 
INFUE 12 tn nce,no doubt, . they have 
| made i their buſine(s co Inpr all earthiy and 
ſenſud] affections, and fo b ted themſelves. 
entirely to God, and: ate 3 to attend vp 
dn him without: Arber, But we finde 
eaſe much otherwiſe Lon 1 beczüſe one qu 
fins intecrupr's gr pl nd the tranſttory things 
of this world ch. 5 OW ery — 
ſeldom 3310 an 1275 cope rt an ohe 
0 bit icy "Hor are 1 55 4 0 we ey dup 
e's oy 
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NAD er 
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are dn 
or at. beſt; bor lokewprm ng indifferent, in the 
Exgiciles. of piety and private meditation. 
Were we, but, as we ought, to be, dead t6 the 
world and our own luſts,di ntangl' 4 from thoſe 
obains and ſuares, within that hamper and keep 
or ſouls cloſe to matier and ſale: then ſhould 
we-alſo reliſh, acts of. devotion, Flick be Taviſhed 
with marvellousjoy, wben our thought#are fifed 
on God and. heaven. The only or, the [els 
bar to theſe, pi citual. delighis, proceeds 1 9 5 4 
ſions un ſubdu . EN our Own floth which 
cotes hot to encounpier difhicultice,nor aipire to 
the perfection of 1 ſalhis. Hence is hat 10 .. 
noſtß and de jection of ſpirit, ſo viſible, fo fearida- 
lays, when, any little, milforrune_ comes acroſs 
as:4/herice; our vain confidence, and anxious Gare 
which ſceks and depends upon " buman. 'belps 
_ - wdteagtedies; and negletts. God, our our goly 1 tot 
ficient refuge and. deliverer. Nag 1 
Would we but quit ouriclves te men, 5 
reſolucly Rapd our ground: we. thovld ne not fait 
of fyucceurs,trom above. God i is always ready to 
ficengthen; thoſe who ſitive <arheſtly,. and Place 
dab A bg ys aſſiſtance of his heavenly. grace, 
hemeanyonr. v5: y, hardſhips and dangers for 215 
good, and W us * conflicts a dein pts 
ke our 35 
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aa. Aim of: Jn wo es { a 1 
ft perfectiou neceſſary for us, we wg 0: 
gion inio a . narrow compaſs.atid may quick- 
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75 ies Mithin: the axe muſt be laid to 
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5 ſubd 190 U fore \ we can attain to true 

5 8 A pd 1 ae ſetenity of wid; p 
Wo we Bar but. "Ut poſe” TOE the 
aK of os ing a Felh aft; ering a 
9855 habit 15 yveat, ech et in alittle 
me. we mig ht attain to ſome perfection. But 
lk, we ofith take the direct contrary n 
nd "are ge enerally more cautious, - more devout,” 
hore Zealgus to do well and to avoid e vil, hen 

8 Belt, enter upon a religious life, than after 6 
pen ſome time in it. Tbe fervor ef our 
e bich ought in reafort to en 


DA in [i 


and br! phter, 225 and f des out a 
ye 2 5 ita reat matter, if our zen eta 
| kept up 9. the ſame warmth, -which' we felt at 

firſt kindling.” We are two tender of out ee 
the ſtretch where. 


: an loch to > put ourſelves v 

, would we but uſe a little 

mit to ome 5 at 917 that trouble would 

quickly wear -and alf our ptogreſs in vir- 

tue would pro ve,not eaſy and tolerable only, but 

even 45 delight, and +.onderful -@rkion to 

us, Vl : * 

"Tis wy Town, to part with bur old 
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1 5 caſe alone, tor man; men ha 


bern long accuſlome. Ad. Butler 51 A * 
to enter into a forma waf with out o n intel. 
pations, and obſtinately to deny what we deli 
ly deſire. But if we do not conguer ſtnallet 
a what will | become of. us when aflaul- 
by; greater? If we do not iefiſt Our natural 
propenſions at firſt, before inclination i + fitength: 
ened by cuſtom, 1 the enemy will gather ſtrength. 
Every day's practice is A Kiel reinfotcement; 
and the longer the delay, the Sealer on be the 
difficulty,, O think. of this in time, an de 
der the happy effect of an early ah d ſerious 
ty: what peace, what triumphs we: Shes, 
what joys to others, to God and Chr to an- 
gels and good men; you” will Cetta ptocbre, 
dy behaving youtſelves gallantly in "this e 
a} wartsre, This ſure will 9 all hard- 
ſhips of virtue, reproach y our 'coward 
ſloth, provoke and ee 
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patient te gtow in e. MR! hi 
day: in ſpiritual. perfection, 
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ſays David; P/al.cxix. 71. Nor is it | 
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nit providence, y which ſends eroffes and calamis: 
Hes upon them. Theſe bring a man's thoughts 
: home, put him upon reflection, and help him to 
Wh rider (tan Himſelf and his condition. They 
4 Whew him, that he is in aſtate of probation and 
. , Pigawage, and forbid him to ſer up Bis hope 
id teſt, in a ſtrange country, where be is no 
1 J ker than a ſcyout ner. n kn tis 
Nor is it thus with thoſe feftevings alone which 
ee immedigte hand of heaverinflicts, but even 
ole wheredf men are the inſtruments. The in- 
ries and contumelious uſage, the calumnics and; 
nfutes of them who! ſpeak and think ill of us, 
ring their profit with them too, even when moſt 
Mut, moſt undeſetved. For theſe oftentimes) 
e an 6ccalioh of rectifying our meaſures, ay! 
inging us to a juſter and more inodeſt opinion 
Pourſelves. They cure our ambition and vain- 
\ lory, and convince us how vain 2 thing i it is, to 
Writ after reputation and the ptaiſe of men, 
hen even innecence and goodneſs cannot pro- 
Ass from flander and reproach. They teach 
to ſet à due value upon the teſtimony of our 
n conſciences, and the righteous approbation 
God, the ſearcher of hearts, when that, which 
Will not fail to commend or reward, does not 
ften eſcape the contempt and condemnation % 


World, nor prevail ſo much as as guariony 
tom our miſtaken brethren. 
Iris therefore both our 7 and our indem 
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ſo entirely to place out happineſs and expectiti : 
ons in God alane, that we ſhall not need to be 
extreamly ſolicitous for many outward comſorts, 
or feel our ſelyes deſtitute, or much dejſrcted, 
when any of theſe happen io. ſail or forſake,us, 
For when, a well diſpoſed man is oppreſſed with 
ſufferings and temptations, or perplexed wiche- 
vil — he then feels experimentally, how 
neceſſary the divine aſſiſtance is, and 1 95 


he is able to do ot cadure without it; then he 
is touched with inward remerſe, then 
groan in ſecret, and, in the anguiſh of his wy non 
pour put his tequelts for relief and gi nent wp 
then even life itſelf becomes a butthen, .a 
death deſirable, as that Which will tranſlate hi 
from this valley af tears and cott uption, to a lite 
af immortality with his God and Redeemer. 
In a word, ſuch circumſtances as theſe, are more 
eftectual thay ten thouſand arguments, 10 con: 
vince bim, by his own ſenſible experience, har 
perfect ſecurity, and entire . {atisfaction, aſe got 
ſo much as conſiſtent with the. condition af. man 
in this prelent! world ; and aner n we muſt 
be content ta wait another and future Hate, 
which chiefly deſerves our affections, bec; 
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. ming ie 2 7 
j 585 ht un e cominue in this hs we 
WY muſt not Hatter! ourſelves with being ex 
pied from tribulations and trial, Theſe are 
in ſeperable from mortality, that ob calls the 
fe of a mana warfar? or place of exerciſe, Jab 
Wii. . Ses bx: E, zulg. Te highly concerns _ 
done of us bpon this accbont. to take grea 
Pee for managing hitmſelt onder re termpratinn, 
watch and pray diligently, as being duly ſen- 
ble that he path a watclifel enemy 10 deal 
ich, one Who Will not tail to take all advanta- 
es of deceivirg and who goes about continually 
eking Un may devinr, 1. Pet, v8. Nor 
uſt our attainments in virtue diſpoſe us t to 7-30 
hit of this Care, tor virtue is no abſolute lecurity. 
No man id % perfect, io holy, as never to be 
Haulted, or K. of the teich of his adverſaty. 
e may de fend ourſelves agiinFhis attacks, 12 
ill attack d we moſt certainly ſhall be. 
4 No- tho” their i; great hazard and Vbesfueß 
er their is likewiſe great profit to be made from 
pn Fi: particulatly, 18 they contribute to 
mbling our minds, to the purging off our 
lt, aiid the cee us wiſer by ſuffering. This 
"the rough Way to happinels, which ul the 
ants of God — travell' d be foie ee it 
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at laſt were far condugted to their journeyi 
end, and they who fell off and were diſcouraged 
te ruggedneſi ol. the paſſage, zere all repro. 
hates and caſt-a ways. No order or profeſſion of 
mer is ſo ſacteq, no place ſo remote. or folirary, 
bot that tempfations and troubles will find then 
out and intrude ugon them. 
Nor ought it to fem ſtravge, that, cheſe chou 
purſae us cloſe, at all times and. ee ee 
we ourſelves carry about s the very matter 
cgur temptations, and can never run away, from 
thoſe natural propenſions, upon WI 10 the) 
works and from thence they take occalion 1 
deſtroy us. This is the account we may teaſon. 
ably give ourſelves; why there ſhould be ſueh 
an uniaterrvpted ſucceſſton of ſempiations an 
miſeries, and why one trouble thould preſs |: 
hard upon ihe beels ot another. For ho in- 
deed can it be other wiſe, ſince with. our inno 
cence we loſt our ſafety and happineſs, 4 
wude de born to . . 7 ll 


8 we 
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Thus much is plain, int by declining 2 emp- 
{dh we have ft difarmied it“ "The root is 
anding ſtill, and will ſoon bel ſptouting again, 
des man whe flees, -is ſo far from getting 
Nin upon bim adverſaty; that he rather en- 
durages bim to purſue 00 vigotouſly, The 
yay to overcome is by patience and long · ſuffer- 
is, which by God's aſſiſtance, ahd by degrees, 
9” perhja pi but ſlow ones, is more likely to fuc-" 
ed, than hegt and vehemenee, and any ah vio- 
nteſt and moſt obſtinate efforts' of our own' 
rengths” When you find; yourſelf tempted, be 
ire you ak pre. and when: you ſee another 
Jaw ly. Sapport him With m_— 
aon, und. iniſter all the comfort in 
ver, as y would frot but wiſh- to be As 
ourfelf. wefe you in his afflicted circumſtances. 
The beginning of all te temptations to wicked 
eſs, is the fickleneſs of gut mind, and want of i 
in God.: An inconſtant and irreſolute 
1 is like oſhip'without g pilot, driven to and 
'o' at tlie -wierey of every guſt ot wind. Meral 
re tried in the fre, und aceeprulit men in the fur- 
1 K. ron, Ecclus“ il. , We ſeldomknows 
ie truc” extent of our own power, till: rempta - 
bu diſcover it to ut. But watehfulneſs liche 
IWiys neceffiry,is. 8 when the fir ſt a- 
gults ure ade. For is more ieatilp!. 
7% bled, if — — wir hin uz! 


dt upon Wie firſt approach draw up 5 re 
0 1 er ie 31 * and, 
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n 950% eee eg. | 
Sad his will bare manfct, if we ORR 
what methods and degrees temptations grow up 
on os. The firſt thing that preſente itſelf to 
mind, is a plain lingle thought, this is quickly 
Improved, into a ſtrong 1 imagination. 2 again 
ea farced by x ſenſible delight, then follow evil 
| motions, and when theſe are once irtec it 
wants nothing but the aſſem of. the w. L, an 
then the work is fi ſHd., Now che firſt it eps of 
this are ſeldom t worth our.care,often.ta- 
ken little notice of, ſo that the enemy frequent!y 
s got cloſe up to us and even withia.our trenches 
befote we ebſerve him, and we havy lo the day 
for want of de fendiag ouriclves, while; he was 
ia a 8 2 reed,” thy pinch 


3 
| repeated, W whole Ran 0 one 2 
conflict; and ſome again haye but very few. and 
e! trials. * winetr Hifferent caſes Wo 
J 


— 


— 
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isn 


der'd by a juſt and wiſe God, who knows what 
ch man deſerves, and what he can underga, 
wad weighs all circnmftances ſo juſily, that "hi 
ſeveral diſpenſations ave conftantly ſubſervient to 
the ſalvation and happineſs of his choſen ſervants. 
= We onpht not therefore to deſpair when 82 
tations beſet us, but excite out zeal, and 


Fray 
to God mote fervently, chat he would be our 


preſent help and'refuge in all our troubles, and 


as ft. Paul expreſſes it, that be would with "the 
temptation alſo make away to eſcape, that ue may 
be able to bear il. Let us bumble aur ſelves ander 
a trying band of God, 1 Cor. x. 13. 1 Pet. iv. 
nd patiegtiy ſubmit'to his good re al 
our tribulations,” For choſe who de fo he 1 
exalt in due time, and ſave them that be f a 4 
end contrite Pirit, Pal, xxx. 101 
By temptations and met ments baonghe 
as I were, to the teft, by theſe his preficieney | 
4s meaſured, and eakily diſcernable. ..T he greates 
theſe ure, the'more 3 the ſufferer is to 
God, and the brighter luſtre they add to his vir- 


vice of God, Er. no trials aſſail us, is n 
ty matter. But if we cao ſuffer with 

and reſignation, and continue Reddy in the love 
end feryice;of God, when he afflicts and fends 
bitorneſs And ur aouls; this argues 2 noble dif- 
tion „and promiſes an extraordi 
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tut. For, to be xeli igious and zealous in the ſer- 5 5 
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and honour in very ſharp and trying inſtances, 
and yet are worſted in common and trivial 
ones. And this caſe is capable of 4 very £aod 
improvement: for thus no doubt God gives meu 
warning, that they. ſhould not preſume. upon 
their own ſtrength, but humbly take ſanctuat / 
in him, in matters of difficulty, moved by the 
experience of that weakneſe, and frailty, which 


hath yielded to YH def and leſs wn per 


tions. ©; Wd TA of has ts 
* 2555 CHA P. XIV. „ 
Againſt raſh judging. 


7_" URN: your eyes inward | upon yourſel, 
for you can ſcarce exceed in judging your 
own actions, nor.to þe too cautious and ſparing 
in cenſuring thoſe-bf others. Cenſuring Indeed 
this deſeryes to be called in the worſt ſenſe of the 
word, rather-than judging, if we: con fider, not 
only bow unlikely to promote any good end, 
but how liable to infinite miſtakes, and very of- 
ten how exceeding fintul all ſuch judgments are; 


but the exainining and zudging our: on ſelves 


is 2 Work very: becoming ue, ſuch. as we are 
qualified to undertake, and always turns to good 
account, We generally determine and give fen- 
tance juſt as we ſtand, affected to perſons and 
things,” our own paſſions and private ꝓre poſſeſſi- 
ons blind our minds, and either hinder us from 
diſcerning the truth, or from letting it have ity 
weight WA us. Whereas, if we proceed: from 
„ BB EO 0 eral {7 45-00 
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no * „ put che love of God, Abobe 
matters, Which diſagree with our own. ſenſe af 


things, wou'd be allow'd fairer conſideration, 
and. be: leſs uneaſy to us. | 


But oftentimes ſomething foreign to dhe caſe 
in hand, either Jurking privately in out Gn 
breaſt, or happ ben from without, engages and 
3 our minds after it. Many people act up- 
private reſpects and perſonal inteteſts, even 

ar leaſt x. 5g that 05 do fo. Theſe men 
continue well ſarisfied, ſo Las as things agree 
with their own inclination, but are out of all pa- 
tience, upon the Jeaſl d. ftcrence and contradicti- 
on. And hence it comes to pals, that good cor- 
reſpondence is ſo often broke, and quarrels com- 

nced between friends and neiglibours, even 
nen of piety and the moſt ſacred profeſſions, 
upon no other gtound, than that they do not | 
think. and act alike. 

The reaſon of this ſeems to be that mighty 
aſcendant, which ple and inyeterate habits natu- 
rally. gain upon us. We. can hardly be p perſuaded 
to change.a practice « or opinion, which? we have 
been educate: in, and. Tong accuſtomed to, or lo 
ſuppoſe, that other men ſee farther into 1 1 
than outſelyes. 1 he man thezefore, who lean 
more 10 his own ub derſtanding and ſtudy, ban 
to that principle of virtue, which ſhould diſpeſe 

im to entire tubmiſlion 10 Chriſt and his do 
rige. bo by x: 10 means in a 1 a'Condi. lon of * 
. is 


| perſon, 1 who ſtands in need of our relief, is often- 


de What it will, it is only the deſign with which 


S nity nothing, | io where this is at the bottom, 


" mu ; 
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his mind enlightned by God. For God 85 
- that we ſhould be ſub) "& to him without bj 
reſerves, and thinks it fit, that a religious love and 
obedience ſhould take place of our o] reafon: 
Iogs, which by ſerious reflection wou' d be often 
found aa and incluſive, BOY ban 


4 a AS 7 . 
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"of = wor ks 1 paring 


ky HI 8.5 «conſtant and univerſal His: mY 
no conſideration of any advantage, no re. 
gard of any perſon whatſoever, muſt ever prevail 
with us to do an il thing. i Bur the benefit of 1 


4imes, a ſufficient warrant fer Teaving* 4 good 
thing undone, or for chan ging our meatures, and 
chuſing to Jot one good thing rather than another 
For indeed, properly ſpeaking, this is not ft 
much an omittinig to do well, as 3 prudent con- 
trivance to da better. But, Et the ching we dv 


ve do it, that n:uſt recommend it, and, as wich. 
but charity, both all we ate, and all we do, ſig- 


(Every ching We do, how mean ſoever in itſelf, is 
of Fey Breal Nalue,” For Gad obſerves by What 
A we ate moved, and meaſutes our deſert, 
by the: e e of ihe 5 12 33 
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eat deal, and he 
pd of others before his 
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occen-in Which it! is ſwallowed up, the perſon 
from whom all the ſtints derive their righteou!- 
neſs, and in the fruition: of whom the reward of 
their rightgouſneſs conſiſts. And therefore the 
man poſſeſs d of this principle ſets n no t undue va- 
lue upon himfelf or others, takes no part of 
| the merit or honour to Miel he is hot Srofilſe 
in the commendation of others. bur af:ribe; the 
whole glory of every virtuous action to the au- 
thor; of all the Powers, and faculties of his © ſou]. 
Little need, be ſaid, to new, that one thus diſpo- 
ſed; thus, perſuaded of God, as the only, the u- 
niverſal good, 2555 bave ſet his heart t vu 
thin; gs above. For ture. the leaſt ſpark of his ho- 
ly Fir ire will ſerve to kindle in our breaſts the love 
of heaven and ſpiritual joys, and ſuffice tio con- 
vino us that all here below is full of vanity, ; and 
by no meant an object Worthy's our affeQions, 
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H E N vou . in, OP ITY or 6 
thers, any ching amiſs, (hich you would 
© Git; but. cannot cure, your "duty in ſuch caſes is 
W we endure it, till. God ſces fit ts order matters 
" Giherwile., And it is a duty bighty reaſonable, 
ij you conſider, that Poldbiy it is much wiſerand 
dauer, that theſe faults, thopld, nor be A 


r 2 


of the Initation Js To Ennror, us 
mn CUTTf | A2 

han 8 ſhould, Perhaps God * I 
for the'wial und increaſe of yout-patienge + © 
nd biumility, withour-which all our virtues are 
Sc 5 in his fight. But at the * 
| it to bear, you ate no Jeſs; oblie 
d them, to beg chat the Hl ex- 
te * of ben may be no hindtance to you in 
our” chriſtian courſe ; and to implate the 
ince of his grace, for the bearing. 
ach a matter, that the provocations atiſing 
ence tray gever hake your temper, or betray, 
W to any or fo much as indecent, eres 
Paſſion. 
ace gebe 4 Sunply with good ,ndyice 
e admonitions and repraufs, n 
re not, after "theſe offers of doing him fer 
deen made and ropcared, 0 ohliged to conten 
in Hin longer. Tis betier to commit 
he whole 4 fair 40 Gop, and endeuvoùt to et . 5 
har by yer prayers which 5 our diſcourſes could 
& 80. Beſeech him ee whoſe infinite 
iſdom knows How to brin good out of evil; | 
his. wilt ray be done, and his name 2.68 
nd chat alł o ſerve and worſhip him, may be > "of 
{ into ſuch ations, hack 16cen ls ts these 8 
Id: a and are well pleaſi g in his ſiglit. And 

you have: thus dil : your. part, fe 
oardFrefblntely t bear the infirmities 
id Jet, of ot brethren -withouCany :liſtues 
Att 2 1 
1 s 4 + TSP! 16 e 7 
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| „ rigorous laws; and yet are unwilling, 1 that any 


2 -\. Freedoms.” This ſhæws, (nog far we are? frem 
obſerving that great rule of equity, the loving our 
abbour as GU and from * Ln to 
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| remember, "that - von alſo? have many 
© failings: of your own, the - patience of 
other bs will haveits türn of being exerciſed, 
And if you do (as certainly you eannot but) ſee 
this; think how unteaſenable it is, to expect you 
mould make others in all particulars, what you 
would have them to be, when, you cannot ſo 
much as make yourſelt what you are ſenſible 
you ought to be. And indeed, nothing. is more 
common, than to expreſs execeding zeal in. a- 
mending our neighbours, and mighty indignation 
againſt their vices or imperfections, while at the 
ame time we neglect the beginning at home, and 
either quite overlook, or ſeem. sa n 
with out oon. 
Wo take a pleaſure in. Wing free upon 
Athers, bur cannot endure to hear of our on 
faults, We are ſurprized and uneaſy at the li- 
berties they take with us, and wonder with what 
ceeonfidence they can ptetend ſuch a right over us. 
and yet there is nothing ſo extravagant; . which 
we do not think we have a tight to expect, and 
reſent it highly to be denied We iet up for re- 
Tſormers, deelaim at the wickedneſs of the age, 
And are all for ſuppreſſing and puniihing it. by 
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check or reſtraint ſhould be put upon out own 
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- Ghould be meafured to us agai 


Further yet, ſuppoſing all men to be without 
| Faults, ſome excellencies and virtues muſt be loft 


ty does not make virtue or vice, but 


| man from what + Yarn 
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OTA the me meaſure, which » we are content 
in. 


too: what would become of patience, what of 
forgiving and forbearing one another for Chriſt's, 

fake, if there were no provocations to try dur 
temper? And ſuch there could not be, if every 


man were perfect, and did bis duty. But, as the 
reſent condition of the world is ordet'd, God. 


hath furniſhed us with conſtant occaſions of bear 


one another's burthen. For there is no mau 


without his failings, no man that is ſo happy as, 
never to give offence, no man without his. rev 
of trouble, no man ſufficient as never to need 
afſiſtance, none ſo wiſe, but the advice of others, . 
may at ſome time or other be uſefull and neceſſaty 


for him: and therefore We ſhauld think ourr, 


ſelyes under the ſtrongeſt engagements to com- 
fort, and relieve, and inſtruct, and admoniſh, - 
and bear with one another. Beſides, we hall 
do well to reflect, chat affli&ions and -uncaſy ac 
eidents may be the cleareſt indication of a man 
goodifieſs,” and the degrees of his eee 
For we miſtake'extreamlyy in imaginings.,thas | 
amy ching which happens to us from without, , 
tie real cauſe of our doing well or ene . 


draw them into practice; it does met Change ha 
2 1 2 what. - 
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of a reeloſe 24. SFr) et. won 
n 2 man who defires to! maintain peace 
"and: a 4 underſtanding with. others; 
| mit learn in order to it, in tnahy c caſes.to deny. 
ahd'ſhbdie himfelf. If then you would kee 
your ground, or advance fofward. in piety = þ 
 vittge, poſſeſz yourſelf entirely with the notion: 
Vouf being no — than ſtranger and pilgrim 
ceny — upon earth, As ſpeh, be content ig 
me go the enjoytnents and eſtecm af the world, 
„ e a fool for d e Fen 
t | ate nat duly Prepared! th, 
fEtire; à ad We ee ee 1-11 an ft: 
yoted to God atid teligion; : 
The pecullar habjr; and-confiltoydndather; % 
; 1 13 dy which menaſtiahs ars diſtinguiſh 
frem gemmon men, add nothing to their NA, 
BS ty, hor centfibute in the: leaſt 15 t reader the 


6. = they: pretend to be. Thijs gan aol 2 
. BY a Wipe  ad-riifferent, freak. hey = 
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and becompe.thore e exquilitely wretehed Wen 
bg irs of. the wor! coll make bim. No 
body can continue cafy in his own Mind. wha 


does not e to become leaſt of bn "anc | 
ſervant | 8 8? 
q 31 then that you dome to o * 154 


the ſtate of life to whit 
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: led, is a. ſtate. of labout and hardfhb! 'p, > ie 9 
ſuffe ring, not of leilute And cafe, and 6: | 
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Y e Fut this ſort 5 is fack 

y rp of men, as. the fire js of f I: ant none 

q ihox | poſt in it, but ſuch" as ate conv 
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excellent good perſons, thoſe affectionatę friends 


and followers of Chriſt, ſerved God inſtantly, Fr 
in hunger and thirſt, in cold and  nakednefs, in ile. 


labeur and._wearineſs, in watchings and faſtings, 
. 1 „ 8 ee ww: eee er 
in prayers and holy meditations, in many per. 
ſecutions and ſharp. repoache. 
Bleſſed Ged. how many, how grievous mile. 
ries and hardſhips did the apoſtles and martyn 
the confeſſor and virgins endure hexetofore: 
And not they only, but all theſe brave and ge- 
ous ſouls in the primitive and purer ſtate of 
the church, who made it the ſtudy of their whole 
lies to tread in the ſteps of their eck and fuffer. 
ing ſayiour. Theſe heavenly © minded perſon 
paid no ,rggard to, their own lives, that the 
might preſerve them unto life etetnal. How ve 
ry auſtere, how entirely mortified, was the con. 
verſation of the antient hermits in the deſert 
how long, how ſharp the temptations they un 
VE fi ? how fierce and frequent their con 


- fits with the enemy of fouls? how conſtant anf 
fervent their prayers ? how rigorous their abſt 


eager their defires, how indefatigable their et 
| deavours, after | higher degrees of perfeQtion 
Hew vigorqus and gallant the war they wage 

_ againſt their viges and rebelliqus appetites? "ho 

re and pncorcupt all their intentions, how fre 
4 From any mixtyre of worldly profpects, and fir 
_ cecely fix d upgn God and bit glory? che who 
day theyemploy'd in bard labotir, the be 
Aight jp devoting, From yhich their . , 
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41 did not hinder them 3 or even theſe were 
conſecrated too, oy the frequent in i 
of prayers and holy ejaculations. 
heir great care in a word, was ; that no per 
tion of the time of God gave chem in the body, 
might be ſpent unprofitably, and what they la- 
boured te make an improvement, their Zeal 
made 4 delight. Fot time in their eſteem was 
much too ſwift : and their devotions ſo 
far from, creating Wearineſß, that every hour 
ſeemed ſhort, and ſnatched away thoſe joys too 
haſtily, which they felt in conyerfing with him 
whom their foul loved. Theit hoveh ts were ſo 
intent, their raptures ſo entertaining, ſo raviſh- 
ingly ſmeot, that they became almoſt all ſpirit, 
and quite forgot their bodies, and the care ne- 
cfary for ſupporting them i in life, 'Riches, and 
bonours, and greatnefs, and friends, and relati- 

ons Were now no te ger their dern. How 
ſhould they? when $veti'a part of their own 
perſons ceaſed to be ſo, and providing thoſe 
things, without which thottals cannot fubfiſt, 
was now grown a trouble, and to 
rated from fleſh and ſenſe; a painfull and un- 
deen interruption of better and mA more 
rtant Buſineſs. * © 
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ture lcany 1 imitate the bleſſed ang 
ok holineſ, ſince wei as — — are i airs 
in hi preſence. To chis purpoſe it would. 
| expedienc,daily ta hene our reſolutions af living, 
FF well, and every morning to refce(h ; 
that zeal; with which they were wade at rk. 
| beg of Gade in would. help 429d, ena- 
ble us that day to begin well; to begin, F fay, for 
| ill iets hae done hitherto ought in lowlineſs 
| of mind to frem; 2 to be nnn by us, 
nothing. 
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\ Great diligence and- watchfylneſs i is neceMary, 5 
In order to diſcharging faithfully what we have 

Intended, and reſolve vealouſly. For if they, 
ho are moſt ſincere and vigorous in their pur- 
yet too often weary, and remif; in their 
mance; what do we think muſt needs be 
come af thoſe Who" purpoſe but very ſeldom, or 
very gold? Tis true, indeed, the occaſions of 

our bor, off, or fainting in our minds, ate va- 

rious and 1 s and ſeldom do we allow our - 

ſebves in any omiffion of religious duties, - with- 
out even thus © perceiving a Fery ſenſible abate- 
' The perſeverance of 
good men, in che midſt of "ſs" many difficul ies 
and avocafions muſt be aſcribed to God's fa- 
vdur and aſſiſtance, more than to any care and 
wiſdom of their own. And good men have al.. 
ways this notion of the thing? for they depend _ 
upon God for the ſucceſs of all they do, evan f 
1 mam 


ſteps, ſays Solomon, Prov: xvi.' g. We may con- 
trive and att as ſcoms moſt. adviſcable;, bat, as 
very preparations of tbe heat; ib, i. by when 
do ſo, are from the Lord ſo is the event of 
ont hing done entirely in his diſpoſl. 
If at any time a religious exetciſe be omitted 1 
vpon the account of ſorhe other act of piety, o r 


ich it, this does us no diſſervice, ung the omiſe. } 
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gracefulneſs and commendation, by being doi 
out ot due place and time. Anather neceſſi 
£aution, which many good people ſand in ge 
of, is, that you ſhould not he fo 7 0 
upon any private devotions or duti :s, as forthe 
ſakes to light or diſuſe the publick, for th 
require at ſeaſt an equal degree of your eſteq 
and care in che attendanee of them. But WI 
yu have diſcharged your duty in that part, a 
done all that your particular ſation, or the cot 
.mands of your ſuperiors, require from vo: 
ls the proper ſeaſon, and then you will dg v. 
d o' tetum inte your own breaſt, and employ 
temainder of your time, as pious àbd relipic 
putpoſes ſhall direct. And Here age ii a ptuds 
choice is needful; for all ſorts, even of religic 
entertainments, are not ſuited alihe to our ſpyrit 
aladvanrage-. Sehe difference arites fen 
Conſideration of the per ſons, and another ve 
vißbble one from the different times and ſeaſons 
uuſing them. Some are more proper for holy da 
others far common days, ſome for feſtivals, othe 
for faſts, ſome for a time of, temptation and" aff 
tion, others for a peaceſul and ſerene ſtate 
mind: ſome to perſons in grief, or under calani 
| aus circumſtances, others for praſperity, - whe 
ttzhe ſpirits flow gaily, and our hearts rejoice 
ſing for the goodneſs of the Lord, Particular 
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n acts of piety and devorion, at the coddue 


old repreſent to our minds the eternal uninter- 
ppted feſtival of Joy and thanks, eelebrated by 
ſaints in heaven. And this ſhould put our 


ond oprſcIves, more chearfully, more vigorouſly, 


ns bring ſo lively ideas of to our thoughts. 
Rill | delayed, let us be fo tha rk ul fer a longer 


to cAeem the 


ity of the world. vg 
ppineſs tHat can befa 
ur todo God fill Better ſervice, but let us fut 
ct, that we haye not ſerved him as we ovghe;7 
| ar, if we. Had, he would' net have put off our 


uſe we ate not fit for it. And let us therefore 
n to our ſelves for that glo- 


in us. Come, be moſt” aſs] 
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turns of the chriſtian feſtivals. For theſe. 


uls upon the wing, ir flo me cur devotion, 
ount us up thither, and make us act even be- 


if we were juſt then going to receive that gld- 
dus reward of our! bour, which theſe glad ſeas” 


And, if the tine of our receiving that robin | 


CC npence-to a farther day: and probable it is 
be does not tranſlate us to heaven as yet; be- 


me 5755 us dere as at the fame time to de hum - 
ed by that Very length of life, which the gener - 
greateſt 
them. Let us endes“ 


in Bie on appointed time ſhall net 
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Tus 2 good reflection, Which the phlloſo:.. 
2 himſelf, that he never was in o- 
ther mens company, but he came out of it leſs a | 
man than he went in; And this is what we 
may frequently confirm by our own experience. 
after. a great deal of diſcourſe hath paſſed. Tis 
cruiniy much eaſier for a inan td reſtrain, 
himſelf from talking at all, tban to enter into 
diſcourſe, and not 57 mote than becomes him: 3 
jaſinitely eaſier to live at home anid ſec no body, 
than t * and:return in- 
noctnt. A man therefore who makes inward, 
and fpiritual: his great end, muſt ĩimi- 
tate the bleſſed Jeſus; and Gen withdraw: -him-. 
ſelf from the multitude. No one is, qualifled too 
convetſe in publick, Who is not highly. conten- 
ted without ſuch converſation ; nor to entertain, 
or receive entertainment from others, who can- 
not entertain himſelf alone with ſatis faction. 
No man is fit to govern, who hath not learned 


how ta obey : no man can enjoy mirth; withes 1 
ſafety, —. is not at the ſa me time in a eond²ui - 


on of Tefoicing in a good Conſcience. None is 
fit to ſpeak ſtrely but he who can. without any 
violence to him ſelf, refrain 9, tengay: or keep 
abence altogather. Ges be Mee 1 
Accordingly we may obletve, that the. plea- ny 
ſures aud in ward ſecurity of the beſt men hexe 
always been tempered with the fear of Sete 
r en one whis.: 
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aba ted, in conſideration, of ihoſe extraordinary 
virtues, and abundant meaſurts of divine grace, 
in which they excelled common chriſtians. 

But the ſecurity of wicked men, and that ſatis- 
faction they take in themſeluet, ſpring from pride 
and haughtineſs of temper; and therefore the 
conſtant effects of it ate an undue contempt of 
others, and a falſe opinion of themſelves,” 

Never flatter yourſelf with an expettation ot 
abſolute ſafety in this life, whacever your con- 


out of the way of temptation, it may ſeem to be. 
For it often happens, that thoſe wham the world 
eſteems in ſtrength and virtue above © common 
men, have been involved in: dangers proportio- 

nably greater than theits; meerly upon the ac- 
count of the tos confident opinion they had of 
their On abilities. And this oonſideration makes 
the being tempted ſometimes a bleſſing, greater 


temptation. For che oſtner we are attack d, the 
greater check this gives to our: felf-conceit and 
ſpiritual ſecurity: and the more we are afflicted, 
adyantages of this world, beyond the bounds of 
| decency and moderation. And. if a man could 
ſwo petfectly draw off hu mind from theſe; as 


never to 2 ahy tranſitory ue pies 
._ _engape Himſelf with the worſd; O what bleſ- 
a, What perpetual peace of conſcience . 
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| that man feel and even be raviſh'd with. ay; 4 
could we but cut off all our unprofitable and 


groundleſs fears. and cares, and employ on 


thoughts upon ſuch ſubjects only, as ate wei 
ty and uſefull vs promote the hong 


and ſervice of God, our own ſalyation, and 720 


good of others; how eaſy and quiet, how ff 
hk all ceprogch, would ſuch Kai] 's, breaſl 
im, 
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/Noman deleres im and n toms 
not diligently N 


willingly. afflict hicaklf To be au 
for this ſolitude, it is abſolutely if of 40 
obſerve that method recommended by the pfal- 
miſt, commune with your own heart i in your am- 


ber, and be ſtill, Plal. 4. Enter into hy cloſer, 


and ſhnt thy door about cher, (fond. an Saviour, | 


ich cen never be more 


Matt. vi. Advice, wh 
ſeaſonable, than upon 1heſe occaſions ;, for the 
cloſet, will give ye the fatisfaGtion, which j it is, 
ſcarce poſlible. not to loſe in a; more . publick, 
place: And wo the cloſet be not . the 
ou renſon is, tl 15 5 brat le ek frequented, 
than it ought, ik ue 
retirement. . K 5 aP leaſpee — 
S what 
dixerſion in the worid can 
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gets acquainte i fs miſteries 
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abroad, to decline being ee y een of men, 
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tears, by Which holy men waſh: them vet day 
and night; ; here ſlie contracts {familiarity and 
free intefccutſe with God, ſo much the cloſer 
and more intimate, as ſhe removes to a Steater 
diftahce froin the noiſe and hurry of the world. 
Think not then, that the man Who withdraws 
from his friends and acquaintance is petfectiy 
alone. No, he only changes that for better 
company, and j is viſited in his quiet, retreuts by 
God and bis holy angels. A wiſe man woü'd 
rather chuſe to live 1105 unobſerved, and to pro- 


ſecute the buſinęſß of his ſoul without intertup - 


tion, than even to work miraoles, and attract 


univerſal admiration my ipplavlſe, at the” 99 2 


ce of his own ſufet r: Hrn 
It is highly agreeable to the character of a per 


and to be as little fond of ſeeing the world. For 

to what purpoſe mec meal any one be eager 

to ſee that which he muſt got enjoy? 
be wortd paffeth 7 and allth defires your 


bn jt. 17. Gut ente 
affections de ag ih intiee us "bur hen te g- 


ment of gtatifying that inclinat ion i once ber, 
What have you | 
8 and unſettled temper of mind? Fe 
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11 the pleaſures of ſenſe Aiieis and court 
at the firſt meeting, but at their parting lea ve 
ſting behind, and en dur hearts with ſharp 
d killing pains. What can you ſee in any 
her place,” which the moſt retired grove'or de- 
rt will not preſent to your eye? Here you ſur- 
y the heavens, here view the earth, here ſee 


gredients, of which the whole ae apd 
ery creature in it are compounded. -- 2 

But what can you ſee. either i or any 
here elſe, which is of long contihuance? You 
tpect, perhaps, that variety will ſatisfy you: 
aſs, it cannot be. For, ſuppoſe you could at 
e view have all things under the ſun before 
du, what is there even in this, fave only the 
holding them with your eyes? Turn then 
ole eyes where they may gaze with profit. 
ook up to God on high, fix > ther! upon the 
ole es in — er; and continue ſtedfaſt 
d firm in this, till ybu obtain pardon for ybur 


the vain men of the world, but conſider 0 
u ate a child of God and therefore bend you 
oughts and labours entirely to things which _ 
dur heavenly father req 


s love, for in that converſation only true 
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he ſeveral nete which are the edu und firſt 


sand errors. Leave the yanities of the world | 


vires ' at your! hands. 
vice that Jeſus, in whom your ſfoul-delights, 
to your apartment, thete ſolace yourſelf with | 


d folid joy are do be found; If this ſeem 4 
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x; I muſt inform you what. is the true oc 
caſion of its doing ſo. Had vou never * 7 
yaurſelf with che world nor imbibed any 
; vain nations, your mind had been more ſettlel 
and compoſed. But now the itch of novelty 
bath taken hold-of you, and it muſt, coſt ſon 
uneafineſs to cure this evil. And till. that cur 
be affected, peace and perfect evenneſs of tem 
per you cannot have, nor be reconciled to fol 
tude, and the Wabſtancial pleadages bet en 


| 5 195 .E H, A P. N 243-2956 
pow Thain | g 


: At S: . 7 Te} 
Y 1941 1 « . \ 7 ES Hi 
k Go - . 4 g ; 
2b bir 1G mpuntlion of heart ang 
. *. : | a x 5 , 
. ab 4 2 >» F" 


| 51 E that L's grow in- wins. ah: grace 

kJ wft be ſure to preſerve, a conſtant awhi 
lens of the divine majeſty upon his mind, check 
ing by this holy fear all his ipdecent libertic 
| | | keeping his appetites: and affections under {rid 
8 +. diſcipline, and not letting bimſelf - looſe 10 high 
wc extravagant. mirth. . Employ yourſelf there 

tore im humbling and afflictingſyour o- mind 


and this will Certainly le- {you to a devout an- 
truly chriſſian temper. For infinite advantag 


ista be bad by theſe zealous exerciſes, hic 
1 folly and inoonſiderstieu quickly loſe again ;. On 
would wonder indeed, how men can indulg 
rhoir mieih to ſo extravagant de grer, when 
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zount for are fo mariy and ſo great, that a 
n who ſeriouſly conſiders the danger his ſoul. 
in, can very hardly be merry at all, without 
me ſudden damp. apow hip irits. It is from 
e levity of our own unthinking minds, a ſtu- 
id fargetfulneſs of onr ſinful tis; and 2 
ontinuing inſenſible of thoſe ſorrows which 
zht moſt tenderly to affect us, that we ſo often 
dulge the excoſſes of laughter and gaiety, when 
1 tears would much better become us. 
Aſſure yourſelf, there oan be no true liberty, 
d innocent merriment, without RI * God, 
d a conſeience. Happy there is the 
* cha diſengage Ras fram all thoſe: 
des, which the buſineſs and diverſions of 
3 caſt in his way; and can give his 
w up untirely to that godly forrow, ewe: nf 
xidchirepenizrce and fal dation. 5 
it can abandon every thing by which his bad 
ence is defiled or burthened, and ſet | himſelf! . 
nnn treacherous and enſnaring ploa- 
And chis may be compaſſed by reſoluti- 
and conſtancy. For, how di and con- 
ſocvet ĩt may ſeem to the general way ef 
eagle world) and bur own formet ptactice, yet m 
ie bit ie ſo ſtrong, but by ftequent and manly at- 
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paradox; I muſt informa parat late eme or 
caſion of its.doing.ſo, -.. Had You never mingle 
yourſelf with. the.world nor. imbibed any of ii 
vain nations, your mind had been more ſettlel 
and compoſed. But now the itch of noveſi 
hath taken hold of you, and it muſt, coſt. ſom 
 unrafineſs to cure this evil. And till that cur 
be affected, peace and perfect evenneſs of tem 
per you cannot have, nor be reconciled to fol 
tude, chow the fabſtancial pleaſures thes: LR: 
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| 1 E that wool grow in- views, * gu 
I maſt be ſure to preſerve; a, conſtant awhi 
krtifſeof the divine majeſty upon his mind. check 
iog by this holy fear all his ipdecent libertie: 
keeping his appetites: and affections undet ſtrid 
+. FAIiſcipline, and not letting bimſelf- looſe 10 light 
or extravagant. mirth. Employ yourſelf there 
- {ore in;bumbling.and aflicting|your on mine 
and this will certainly lead [you to a devout an- 
truly chriſtian temper. For r 
is tobe had by theſe zealous' exerciſes, whicl 
fiolly end invonſiqeratieu quickly loſe again, On- 
would wonder indeed, how men can indulge 
kheir mirth to ſo extravagant à degrer, whe 
ihe miſer ies of his Bae the ſins We have tc 
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#- Of Hunt for ard fo many and ſo great, that 2 | 
an who ſeriouſſy conſiders —— his ſoul 
in, can very hard y be merry at all, without 
me ſudden damp. N irits. It is from 
xe levity of our own unthinking minds, a ſtu- 
id fargetfulneſs of onr ſinful condition, and a 
pntinuing | inſenſible of | thoſe: ſorrows which 
ht moſt tenderly to affect us, that we ſo often 
dulge the exceſſes of laughter and gaiety, when 
ro! tears would much better become us. 
Aſſure yourſelf, there can be no true liberty, 
d innocent pn eee N | 
d a "conſcience. || Happy therefore is the 
an, joys diſengage Mint from all thoſe: 
adfances, which the bufineſs-and diverſions of 
e world caſt in his way; and can give his 
to up entirely to that godly ſorrow; which 
8 . eech ſalvation. Happy he, 
it can abandon every thing by which his Con- 
once is defiled or burthened, and fet | himſelf: 
libetty from treacherous and enſnaring pla- 
es. And this may be compaſſed by reſuluti- 
and conſtancy. For, how di and con- 
7. ſever it may ſeem to the general way er 
b World. and our own former ptactice, yet no 
bit is ſo ſtrong, but b y ftequent and manly at- 
Waptz the direct cb nen be acquit'd 4 
ndu 2 8 confirmed. 1 7 REY 
whe mp. we will firmly ſet yourklf 10 let othar peo- Mo 
ave fs 1 dey Oe wn, . 
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122 tis factioꝑ and remorſe, as the not behaying your 
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and not concern them ſelves with aide: De 
not therefore create unueceſſary trouble to your. 
ſelf, by making other mens buſineſs. your own, 
and involve your thoughts and cares in matte 
of perſons above you. Leave the great ones of 
the world to manage their. own-icohcerns, And 
keep your eyes and obſervatibn at home. You 
own ſoul is the thing you ought to look afte 
This requires your niceſt: in d dt mal 
diligence; and the cenſuring and cyutrectim 
yourſelf is a duty, which ſhould take place 2 
bove the adviſing or teproving the deareſt frieni 
you have. It may be, this reſerve may he inte 
preted — and loſe: you' the favour” 2 
good eſteem of men; but let not that loſs. ufflid 

vou. There can be no ſo juſt ground of diſſi 


ſelf wish the ſtrict virtue and circumſpectio 
which becomes a perſon who hath 
the world, and devoted himſelf to the ſetvice d 
God. Tis trueʒ an honourable: opinion af us 
a comfort: but it is ſumetimes better to wan 
variety of comforts, than to have them. Tifis i 
olten the caſe with advantages merely hamma 
the external and the worldly, and, as for tho 
which are ſpiritual; and derived from God, 
ue be either deprived of theſe, or not ſenſible d 
the ſweet refreſhment ; the fault is our ow. 
Vvbho neglect to put burielecs in a fit diſpoſitio 


| fox them, * van ſins, and a 
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cbandoving. thoſe. vain and, ape corpforts | 
ch hol make : room fort he e Jig | 
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— 3 ſee = nod con Pe that you deſerve, oor, 

12 r 14 7 „nay, that you do really y 
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row, and much miſet 
Wen A man 1 6h 


l 2 th | You 10 "A 0 
religious is wor ap not on at, 
id wn ay bat very SO, Tub te t 
can. never fail of diſcovering 
ny 2 of ba and many occallons tha 25 
provoke his 8 For, w hether he con 
l Te or thoſe of other e 
no man here is exempied from. 
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ion, t greater il "will be dis 
: o misfortunes. from without 

we be born wick better temper, erg.” thete 
not much.moce grievous, from within 
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would be viſible nd very happy; If we did 


but ſeriouſly reflect, how certainly we mult die, 


as often as we think how long it is likely we 


muſt live; we ſhould'be more zealous and di- 

 ligent to amend our lives, and provide for that 
Important change. And would we but ſet be- 

fore our minds 4 lively” 
| dreadful. torments which await the damned in 
| Hell; it were not poſſible ſure to flink back "as 
we do from the auſterities and mortifications 
of a a.religious life; ot to ſuppoſe any labour and 

pain which we can undergo in the mean white, 
a 1 not moſt willingly to be choſen, for 

L condemnation. 
Bai Bay now, becabſe theſe thin are but ſeldom, 

| yery ſlightly thought upon, and we, in ten- 
derbe to our own eaſe, much rather ſubmit” to 
the ſootbing impreſſions of preſent deceitful plea- 


repreſentation of thoſe 


eventing, ſo .dreadfoll a 


ſares, than to thoſe, harſh” and cutting ones of 
foture miſery and an gun; 
the ſame coldneſs, 1 3 ident, and indulge 


| obit Hoch at the e pence of our Virtue. 


gious ſeverities 


11 | grant, indeed, that ſome relig 
afe "tedious'and inful to the body. 
faut does not 1295 8 
complain and Uroops, not 10 m 
From its own Jo ing, as 4 the meanfieſs 


But the 


aud cowardi dice of't the ſohl, which "ought to en- 


we ſtill go on in 


lie there, for the bod) 1 
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moſt earneſtly; that he wolud kindle in 
hearts a true chriſtian conrege and fervent 22 
ie, Dare to entertain yourſelf upon the moſt ungrate- 
we ful, * al are profitable a 'peceſlary. ſub- 


di- Wy jets; P pious peniten 
at 1 prima a 4 — 


before | 
thinkiag Sake pray. that God 7 g to 
thee, = 0 pſalmiſt ſays he does to his, oN 
people, even Fred thee 7 obs bread of tears, a 
e anon end e 1 448 nl 
| 5 203 ei tis 
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TReichel thou art O man, whoſevet been thay? - | 


art, wieiched iboumuſt be, which May. 
— thou turneſt thyſelf: Beſet on — — —. 
with miſeries, without remedy, Kana yh 
Whit leere by human helps; | 
de avoided by arr Boren x Gal, Js 1 
then e at croſſes an 1 
ments, when theſe are. the 1 9 —.— 1 
5nd. It is net youre and ming alone, bat d, 


alte the baſk men drink © the bitter enn 
man over lived e bend: 
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I6dained? is, that all muſt fuer and be mi 
. . Rrable, are all equally fo? Ne, there are different 
dong tions ahd of ſufferidg, and his is 
certainly the def and mot conifortable,” whois 
calle and diff tg fuſer for the ike of God 
940 good cohfelence. 92. 0! n KH £2 eo 
© tis viua! för tuen, Av detter, to 
e nch, the gre; the honour: 
to jedagine that prin 5 and perſons "of 
tful fortunes ate complently. happy. Bot 
wh ith effect of great weakneſs and 5 — 
deration. If therefore we would rectify ſuch miſ- 
taken ap prehenſidns, — us get a right notion of 
1 pirimal Hod beswaly 6 22 es. "Theſe _ 
8 8s of hat — — 
ments f ſhould be in our — . = 
— how mere i'nothing they ate, how) ha 
N les 1" 
25 rich of them, und 2 full of nes 
cart ebeg WR we. have them. 
ould be fond of that wlifek cen 
leſt, ne, net Kept bencher, 
phrperiqal ſolieude 
of man does not 
- e 22 
=” . 15, Tis ent qd wird d 
ir en. And ino proportion —— 
ho" neverſo large, can exempt us from mi 
Nen Far mige on of them Bug ht to 
ue For miteribla muff e with leſs or 
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i. note. The very living here upon earth, 'with» 


out any additional calamity, would make us in- 
i — for The more 'a man defites and labour 
\ is s be like God, the lf reliſh he hath 


f life, - becauſe he is ſo much more 
pie Airy thorou bly. convinced of the fraily 
$409.04 va For, What is the 
. — this daily round of cating 
i fetping and biting vrearineſi and reſt; and 
many other noceſſuies, which the condition 
— epſlaves us to? Doubtleſs/ it is a 


inds are wholly Rred upon higher things, and 
#hoſ& only ambition it is to get aboue ſin and 


0 : 1 id * a 


For the diftreflesand mp the Wc 
nat; are a ſdre hindranet and great oppreſſion 
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Davi 
ha rin hee bt wut Gd 10 uber 
owe ' of bis trouble, Pfal. zun. 17. Ru 


\wregchedneſs.;. and yet mmote M9: Gill are 


rho dote upon: this:morral life, which fire 
dem. to id, and catutot think of 
rug da, even urban in ſueh 
that all their time and ehe is ſcarce 


:hoctable ow: 


th TORTS, * 2 as ane iafa- 
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and 
and drink 


nighty burthen and affliction, to men whoſe 


o che in ward, anch we ſhall not perhaps [injure + 
ſenſe, by ſuppoſing even theſe. included 


echedarecbey indeed who ate not ſenſible of 
&yain-praple, who art even, im love with:.ir's 
wu it 


nt to furniſh them with proviſions: neceſ-— 
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tuated creatures are content to lay themſelve: 
out upon toil and trouble; and, might they 
but be ſuffered to continue here for ever, could 
diſpenſe with any concern for God and goodneſs 
and willingly: forego the hopes and * N 
Happineſs of à heavenly kingdom. 1; 111, 
- | O fooliſh and ſlow of heart to underſtand and 
believe your true intereſt How deep are. you 
immerſed in fleſh/and ſenſe? How ſottiſhly de 
luded with droſs, and fond of vanities: i 
cannot profit? Hate you no notion left of any 
rd for: a future endu- 
ting ſubſtance? Raiſe your affecticins up to no- 
bler enjoyments, and diſengage them from thoſs 
groſs, thoſe empty objects, which if you. ſtill Fes 
ſiſt the love and purſuit of, you will one day be 
taught by ſad experience, how poor and deſpi- 
cable they really are, and how unworthy. af: all 
that eager concern you thtown away up- 
on them. Be perſuaded then by reaſon —— 
gion, and do not provoke God ta convince you 
— torments and two late remorſe; of how fatal 
eonſequence the love of this World is, to all that 
gre immoderately fond of it. View well thaſe 
illaſtrious paſterns of mortification and heaven» 
ly-mindedneſs; which the primitive faints ani 
favourites of Chriſt have ſet you. Theſe great 
good men had ſmall regard to the pleaſures 
Al tha ſenſe, and glittering gaicties of this world. 


al joys: Thoſe" were theit hope, 


ns were at all divided, the love of the things 
at are en, ſhould faſten down their hearts to 

m and earthly objects, and hinder them — 
aring up on high to the 3 more an 


This is indeed a work of s d ticks gi 
nt let not that conſideration drive you to deſpair? 
attaining an heavenly temper of mind. The 
dertaking is great, tis true; and the time al- 
wed for it but ſhort, but Rilt this ſhort ſpace is 


pand eig; that men recommend the- 
s to the acceptance and favour of Ood. Ne 


ſhment and true bliſs. Without dome vio- 
upon thyſelf, fin cannot be ſubdued; nor 
232 broken. Without ſome uncaſineſs 


pain vi cannot live, and, vrhile we carry 


N by | . | for 
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their delight, 


eurneſt and only longing of their ſouls: © 
ind therefore the only one, leſt it their affecti- 


s things that are not ſeen. at - 


ough, if you will take care to make the*beſt: 
per- it, Up then, and be doing, do not purpoſs 
bell to day, and put of the execution to a 
eſpi· . but rather argue yourſelf into action by meh 
M all lections as theſe. This inſtant is the 
upper time, this is: the ſeaſon of amend- 
brel- ent. and fighting the good fight.: It is by hard- 


hb ordained, that fire and water, diſtreſs and = 
ulation: ſhould be the way-that leads to re- 


this 
y of fleſhiabour us, theſe will make an infe< 0 
able part of es We with N 4 


and Jdiſclaiming 


61 Of the Imitation lj“ 


for eaſe and 4 uptrobed Griafection ;hnt, as the 
condition of mankind ſtands at at preſent, We 
with in vaio. For in lofing the innocence of 
our-natizre; we loſt. our happineſs too, and. a 
both left us, ſo both tnuſt be reſtored together, 
Patience is. now hecome a peceſlary virtue, and 
we muſſ be coptent to wait the ſen ſan gf God! 
mercy, when he ſhill fully repeig our breaches, 
heal our infirmities, put @ period to our ungigh- 
teauſnek, abſolve the guilt, blot aut the remem. 
brance of them, and cauſe moctalkr to be n 
lomed up of liſe. 
Ia the mean dure, it canmot metbinks bm k 
« mighty hty matti cation, to conſider how CEE 
ing prone this foajb nature of aurs is to fin; Fo 
day you confeis your ſins to God, and tome 
$ rom you aft thote very ſins over again, bid 
 youulamented hut the day befote. -Tivis Ho 
yeu'refolve io be watehfu and take good hee 
to all your ways 5 and the very next. hour 2 
run oi at and raſhly as cver;-forget-you 
reſdlutions, and ſtand mor ſelf-· ondemũed t vo 
if you had never refolved at all. 80 great tt 
ſon is chers for thinking) vety meanly ourſelu 
all vain i confidences: in 1 
ching wo are, or do. Hat theſe fo. ſudden « 
| frequent relapſes ate not our — 
out faults. They indeed are the conſec 
of-our frailty; but that frailiy / would: not 
e i cahfiderable ey" not mc 
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of er 


ttibute to it by our own N and incon- 
fancy. And 4 final” nepleet win on undo; 
What colt muell tine and labour to ect , nay; 
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what could not have been even ſo nei? 
ther, had not 5 God ſceonded our endeas 
fours with his divme afliftance: | . 


But if we cool ſo very gucke [ae cannot 
bateh one bour, What will become of us at laſt⸗ 
and How fall e perſevere in faithfulneſs unto 
I 1 Wretthed are we indeed if we faint 
$row weary,f we give out and feek refreſhs 
? as if we were already fafe, and in ablolute 
derer; When we aue Rarce' begun the battle; 
Ri oeined but Little ground in holineſs and te- 

tion of mattiert Alaſi, we ate as yet but 
aw beginners 5 fo füt from compleat t maſters 
oder Bulinels, that we have ſtill ned to Teart 
0 prackiſa the very firſt rules of living ever 1 
before we can ad we wiſh and 


. be ſo perfect 
ghetto be. Nor thould we diſdain to do ſoy! 


'tholeeondeſcenfions'tan-prove'of uſer to u. 
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But if you are not fit es how. do you pur- 
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Houriſhing| and40-mprrow. heis cut down, wi- 
thered and gone. A very little. time- carcies him 
out of our light, and a very litile more out of out 
remembrance.” O the hardneſs of mens hearts, 
O the wretched ſtupidity; that — their hole 
thoughts and are upon the preſent, : and will not 
be pieyailed with to loo before them, or bear 
any regaid, to that which muſt come hereafter, 
' Whereas, io truch every work,;and: word, and 
tought, darch de be {0 ordered, AS, nels jo 
be. our lag; and We ipſtant ly.:o.gic,.and, rend 
an account fit. Would we entertain. wache 
more” with aher thoughts of death, it would be 
le(s2 terror: io us; for; in p! as our lives 
amend, our. fears will abate, anda cl-ax, conſcience 
will enable us;t9;; meet death with, undaunted 
courage. However fleſh\,and. fralty may i- 
Poſe upon us, et. be aſlured, tis greater, fee om 
to be afraid of inning, chan to be afraid Jof dying, 
a greajer bleſſing to pfeſcye au donogencer than 
to prolong our lives. And whence is all this fear 


and anxiety ?  Irris;becauſe we ace nat fit to die 


poſe to be ſo to-morrow Maſs, to-marrow is un- 


certain; neither you — nor any man can 
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52 far from growipg holier, as they grow older, 
at the pumber of their, days only adds to the 
an 0 their. bins and renders theit account 
more. heavy leteafter. 
Happy. is that man ho can coinfoit. bimſelf | 
with, having employed any one day of his life ſo 
perfectly well, as be might, and ought to have 
done,; Many reckon u the years of their con: 
verſion, with great. ſatisfaction, and think ic a 
mighty matter that they have fo long abandoned 
the world and a vicious courſe. * And yet, when: 
the time they boaſt of comes to.be compared with: 
the im} rqyvements they have made, how ſhame-. 
fully Ji ſale is the good they have done? If oy 
WY now be terrible, yet | remember. that living longe 
may be dangerous, "and many, a mag finds too. 
great, occahion to Wish, that it bad Pleaſed God, 
to FO him away fooner. Happy therefore is" be 
109 (FLY Fes] hour. of death conſtantly i in view 1 
d from thi 5 proſpect of what muſt come, takes 
75 to. ec bimfelf to it, and to 
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and Tp another, in his parting "agonſes x 5 


you 1 1 follow him. In the morning, 
e W * 5 vou may tive till” night; ad 
whe n "nigh 

wile your 1 mornir ng. 
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mes, do not too confidently pro, 
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ſider tha [its friend i: is gone the ſame way ' whete: , 
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bei ina conſt expettarion and in © a” goo dif. 
poſition to die, | And beſu © to live aria, that 
death may eser "overtake y you unprovided, not 
its ſuggeneſt approach ſarptize you. Many are 
ſnatched away in an inſtant, aud tie 75 they 
15 not in th ($4 leaſt aware "of K, for In ſuch an 
hour as we Pk. nor, . 7 22 bly comerh, 
M att. xxiy, 44 Let not he preparation I am 
adviſing, be ne ected as a me ancholy unplea- 
fanttbing, ſuch as embirrers life and.datpps men 
preſent enjoyment, for be afſured,” Whatever fi- 
Banden you may take now, "When that Aft 
hour d N on, it will. giye you x quite other no- 
tions of be matter. | And « * e upon 
your be NA 900 a age & will be more 
hitter and a ifting then, tha TS any the mot ſo- 
licitous fore caſt for ing Ae ho bly be in 
. ads 15 pa 0 0 
how how t . ma 9 
mak es It 117 7 cars 0 en * lle be liv- 
| 4B. 88 dedires to be found ml Phe "comes to 
die. We may cheriſh a and great 
ae of ſearing the ward mg our comfort 
ah Infinite tl ;Þ, of hil © we. continge, In 
i. n * oo eyes to 0 legt and N 
1 WE, 


gus to Jeprov ittue 
love c W. ol 12 175 ale 0655 ul 5 
end ti Exerciſe gf re 95 ye he of aß 
| humble 5 e 0800 fit) on, AL 1 


We and 1 to We 0 Ah ardſhip fot 
| ths . FP Yb et 
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Chriſt's ſake. But iftheſe qualifications be ne- 
ceflary, they ate nectfary 10 be attained in 
health. For then a man is in,a condition: to 
ſtrive, and te exert himſelf ; but when ſickneſs 
Wis upon him, it is a great queſtion what he wilt 
Joe able to do, or whether any thing at all. 
WV hatever the generality of the wprld may ima- 

ie, who put of their grear work. al ſich it 
proper ſeaſons, yet ſure it le, chat few, but very 
ew, gte reformed by a fick bed, And they 
ho defer their repentance and amendment till 
hen, ſeldom, alaſs, repent as they ought, or are 
mended in good earneſ t. 
6 d not upon the affiſtance of your rela- 
jons and acquaintance : nor cheriſh an imagi- 
ation ſo vain, as that their prayers hereafter can 
ffect, what you never endeavoured to effect here. 
I dene ie tat iP they but”. 
when once gone, you will be forgotten much 
joner than you are willing to believe. | And 
by ſhould you reſt upon "their care, when yoy 
innot be prevailed with for yqur own? Cag 
be ſuppoſed, they ſhould be more concerned 

ir falvation, than you are, whoſe proper © 

ereft it i 


57 Put ſoppoſing thi y could do 80 
od, yet, even then, tis better you hogs 40 
ur on buſineſs; better, in regard of the time 5 
now dete teaſon of acceptance, e the d? 
ſalvation. * And therefore this moment is the 
teſt for your porpoſ : the ſogner you change; 
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the better: lire then while, you may; and be- 
gin from the pteſent Fran to live ſo, that you 
may live for ever, For if you ſuffet the happy 
opportunity to lip thro' your handg, you will 
. with for it afterwards, when it is 100, ate.; and 
you may perhaps be ler to ſuch/circumſtan- 
ces, that one day, ane hour, for making your 
peace with God may not be. obtained: no, not 
when you would gladly give, were it. at. yo dif 
pofal the whole world: td purchaſ it, 
Conſider then, my friend-and fellow, chr 1255 
conſider what a riſque you run by, ygur dela 
think, what miſery and danger, What confuſi 
and deſpair | it is now in your power to prevent, 
by living like a man that remembers he muſt die. 
And therefore to ſpend every Pen that when 
your laſt draws. on, y 22 may receiye it with Joy 
and hope, inſtead of fear and aſtoniſhment. 
Learn n:w to die : daily, to dię to- fin: and. the 
world, that you Bk, then n, begin, to live. with 
Chriſt, Learn now 1 ae _bere. 7 7 | 
= at you may t llenga and at e 
men to ey, and * 1 7 n 
your body no by. mortification, any, [doi 
and 8 ſball thinhore Rk old n Sb Hh 
of tribula tiog. 1211 9 1. 
K. Does any expecta d gon, of long life "epcobrage 
you to defer purring,thiz. good a ee JP: Segal 
ON. ſpeedily Nay, But teflect, fond man, 
ata pin ee 1 oor or 
| jag 


J 


vw" 
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rel 10.1 
fingle day. . How many inftances have you be. 
fore your. eyes, or freſh in your remembrance 
of perſons miſerably deluded and Ae 
in chis hope, and hutried out of the body with- 
gut any warning at all? How often have you 
been ſurprized with the news of this friend being 
run thro!, another drowned. in croſſing the wa- 
ter, a 4 third breaking his neck by a fall, a fourth 
fallen down dead at table, or choaked with his 
meat, a fifth ſeized with au appoplexy at. play, 
a ixth bunt in his bed, a ſeventh murthered, 
an eighth killed by thieves, a ninth ſtruck with 
ightning, or blaſtings, or peſtilence, a tenth. 
wallowed up in an earthquake. Such vaſt va- 
ity of deaths ſurround, us, and ſo flecting a 
hadow is the life of a man. 
Ang if any of theſe happens to be. yoar caſe, 
who ſhall help, who can, fave you When the 
recious, opportunity is fled and loſt ? Be Tabs 
hen betime, for, tho ' you cannot fo. much as 
uels at the, hour and manner of your own death 
or may be, "If ) ou will provide 
( time then while you ave. it; 
crich toward. God, and lexreligion 

falyation be yo chief yaur; onl 

PH Sour fil / ugh while you oo” "2 
150% Hai a Tecerve you into N 5 

e 

elt as ranger an narim u 
F do not "immoderately ſer” 1 

thoughts 
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thoughts on things which do net belong to vou. 
For ſojourners are not proprietors, and therefore 
ſuch ſhould' not keep their affections u 1 
vrhich they are "ys very ſhortly. Raiſe 
foul to Gol and fer 1 i dere there; not where 
ou bave nd continuing city, Heb. i 14 Look 
15 to that which is ſo: 12 7 dur prayers, and 
tears, and earneſt r bene you thither, = 
when God calls, "readily follow in 
ſon, and make 4 appr eh of FI miſc . 
* world Boers 6 


ine ir A „ Kr. : 
of ag 


lader: and the Aldi i panini 
fo of ungodly nen. op 52 


Herter, thou takeft in ' band; 12 
| tbe end; and thou” ſhalt nb. 4 amili 
y$1 the wiſe ſon of Sirach; Ecelus. vii: 36. And 
ecrtainly this would prove a moſt aſeful direction 
if* we by the end andere that laſt 18 * 
count, which will one day be reqoit alt out 
4Qtions. For how powerful, how” 4 16 
fltaint mould. we live under, did We Ve ſerioul 
y Tefle&t, and conſtantly ack durſelyes how w 
a ſhall dare to ſtand before that rler ad "rip i 
out judge, to whom all bea#ts 1 ert open open, all gefr 
known, ang from wwhoins 0 feerets.a are Bat" 


who d cannorg like other fJadges, | be e diy oe 55 
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E teddy courſe. of of juſtice z, blinded by 158 
preſcots, «Toned by ſubtle” eee -= 
or, impaled upon by feigned excuſes, and ſtudi 
55 but who weighs all p cons and cauſes 
by che eternal ſtandard of equity and truth. Ah; 
wretched guilty creature, ah, ſtupid,. Gm 
fianer,,. that trembleſt at the HOON er a man like 
thy. ſelf and does not. fear, Na bat, Where no. 
thing can turn to thy 277 udice, but pen and no- 
torious faults: How wilt thou appear at this tri- 
bunal, or what plea canſt thou urge in bat of ſen⸗ 
tence, to him who needs no evidence, but is en- 
elf privy. to thy mo a yr og rhpieries? Doft 
thou know this, an et go on unconcetrned ho 
thou ſhalt eſcape het errors bf that Ureadfol'day? | 
Without thy. own, care, eſcape thou; canſt nter 
for.this Judgment is voiverſal ; J all mäakind mut 
| final upon their, deliverance; every, one mu 
bear his own burden, and every one's” burden is 
more than 1 cNOU or himſclf, Þ. that no man 
. 1 he in a 0 ion of affiſting : another.” 0 Bo 
expett.any adyantage, "avy atonetnent then, 1 
moſt, Fplel Wi 0 A only cant revert | | 
own, deſtruction, thts is the, ly time * 
preyencing it, by holy fabouis' now will turn 
to good account, thy pious monrnings move 
compaſfion, thy e groans enter the cars | 
of God, and melt Him into 'niefcy,” The mes 
; 2 5 man, will 1 ther be colifidered for = 9 
conſtant —_ g and e e . 75 
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Fiel be, now calceives fir wins, is oft! for 
te e pl guilt of he e des 
E i 20d h any ipconventeric = n 
115 this di fition . will tmigitate his 

F DA he heartily forgives, and pays that 
Gol 8 on bee, and is entitles 


Ot trefpaiſes.” He 
0 than to. a 15 
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And what is the effect of this but bea pin 
moe few of Everlaſting flatn s png vp 
For fins and Tiſts kindle and” blow up thoſe 
fires, and che mBfc heinous and ichpetuous theſe 
ate, the fiercer and anbte furious thoſe will be 
ſure to burn. For, as the torments of ungodly 
wreteltes Mall there be exquiſite för cheit degree, 
{6 Mall they for their kind and: be [ſuited 
and proportioned to the fins of teach particular 
perſon, and ſo con tried, as to be moſt ſenſibiy 
aiding aud painful to the reſpective tempers 
and etnpleEiong' et men, ed Habits» they have 
conttacted, anch che appe tites they have indulged... 
The lazy . id hall be 82 and rou- 
zed to Kaen ſharp lwourges and burning | 
A The glutton and ard gnawed with 
ate de d baachec e 
thirſt;” The nice and delicate, Wha: propoſed ho | 
Tha ppineſg here 0 themſelves, but luxury and 
elite ſhall hen be tormented with what will 
be much wor ſe than! che noiſome vapouts of fla- 
ming pitch, and ſtinking { bor, 11 he envious 
and Tiſcontenced ſhall How! p rpetually like mad 
* he proud and 'vain-glorious (hall becom 
founded wit Wachung und conte mpr. wit 
tons that pifie@way' with extre 
watit!/and ho ang voice ſhall eſcape 


a . ney 


cradle that it is Þ e for him to be Ina word 
one lay bout 1/thoſe diſmal ain andhorrors 
nor Mz 22 Nu) TAP 6.9900 wad 
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exily fitted eo make its indulger the meſt mi- 
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110821 ud i bo P 27 6) 
* 1 bo-more-nfapportable than; halo cf 
-that uncaſine,} which wicked: men, here have 
ſo irreco an avei fon to ſubmit to, for 
5 eir ideas and men ing their 
$015 30.30! - 04 $16! 
For (whichꝭis of all eher 155 tt and dread 
{fulleſt apgravayoh) thoſe miſeries and. tortures 
will have noendono tefteſhment, no intermitſon, 
But the afMiQtions; we iodure.in this life, 
will quickly have a period: they have their 1 in- 
terval of eaſe and comfort, and thoſe ſorrows, 
_ which ve feel upon a religious account, art 
largely recompenſed with! ſpiritual conſulations, 
-and-ſweetprage.vf mind. Do not then grudge 
«i little = er grief, but mourn earneſtly for. thy 
ſins, and bend thy utmaſt thaughts, and care to 
«the ſubduing and ſeformiug them, that; chis hon 
{anxiety may deliver thee from eternal def {pal 
and anguiſh unoonceivable, and thoſe ifew:! tears 
of tepentance, may lecure to thee 4 Parese af 
exerlaſting joy with: the bleſſ.d , 
0 happy * their griefs and, of ring 
hich the: righteous all 60d in that day: Then 
they ſhall ſtand: full of hope and humble conf 
dence; before the judgment · ſeat from which their 
baughty and Mmereileſs oppreſſors, confounded 
- with fear, aud amazed with bull Gal firive and 
with in vain to hide their tre Wing Pats Then 
he, who now ſtands tamely at the bar of men, 
nad innocently wn, ſhall then be advanced to 
; | 
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a throne, and p placed amon "the ſaints: and mar- 
tyrs, to aff t 1184 trial of his once inſulti 

judges,. Then the poor and merk ſhall have 
great boldneſs, while the pfoud and great finner 
quake at the preſence pf God and the' lamb. 
hen that piety and godly fear, that abſtinence 
nd. ſevere. virtue, that ena enduring - for 
hriſt's Take, which is now thought” juſt” matter 
pf derifion and contem * and e folly and 
cligions madonefs, thall "then be acknowledged 
py its moſt ſatyrical ſcortiers, to be indeed the 
rue, the only Wifdom: Then 'the remembrance 
ff paſt miſeries ſhall, be ſweet, and they, whoſe 
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icked malice exerciſed uch patiepee, hall be 


nd his vice, ſhallbe tranſported with raptures 
io joy, 18 75 hole who' diliegarded or ape 


1 and perſecuted ſhall bleſs his bitter cup, and 
ore refined, more ſubſtantial delights from 
** ſenſual pleaſures, or 5 prof 
rity could ever bting to the moſt volupiuous 
nd fortunste. Then the Plain « dreſs of the hum 
le, and fackel6th of the penitent, ſhall! ſhine 
Jorious as the ſun; and all Ns * pomp ind 
littering jewels of the proud an gaudy inner 

dall be trampled under foot like dung. Then 
e cottage ſhall take place of the court, patience 
7 * more * chan che * a 1 


1 


dul, Then all who devoted themes to 830 Th 


hern, thall' weep and lament. ” Then the affiis- = 
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aſe their good things here, cannot have them 
ereaftet too, nor ſhall any man, who indulges 
iſe and pleaſure upon earth, rejoice and reigu 
unh Chriſt in the kingdom of heaven. 


moſt ont heart could poſſibly demie, of all 


res, Without check, or ſtint, or interruption 
t what good would all this do to you, if it 
ould pleaſe God juſt now to ſtrike you' with 
ath ? Do not you plainly ſee, without my pro- 


vanity and mere nothing, and that the love of 
religious liſe, is the only. thing which can 


end you in any ſtead ? This will ſtick by you 
en all che teſt forſake you. This is neithel 
Nuß ceend joyfol expectation at the drehdfab day 
5 Judgment; and ſets him above all the terrors 
ne e ap prehenſions of hell and its rovroves; | 
wh then hig ig the | peeuliar-priviledge of the 
* an God: for- how is t poſſible” for the 
en why practoe and deligbt in wickedneſ s 
lend of death and Judgment, without fear and 
"> Mplexiry of hett? How ſhould they enjoy: 
= t;andcbeeaſy in their minds, if they thinkat 


— 


My 


| 
| 
1 


vod to mis very day, you had enjoyed: the 


uting this argument any far ther, that all below 


hat is coming apace upon them? Let then 
love, of God prevail over that of ſin But if? 
. ö thou 
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ee yet perfect enaughi to be acted by 
this noble principle; let at leaſt the love, of a 
elf reclaim thee, and the fear of hell-reſtrain and 
deter thee from a courſe; which muſtiend at lat 
in thy utter and incvieatle euin. This, lays the 
ſcripture, is the beginnzng of | wiſdom, Pfal. cx 
10. for he who is proof againſt the fear of God, 
cannot perſevere in any thing that is good, u 
having no manner of principle that can fave him 
no curb upon his mind that can awe, or hol 
0 e. runnio U to perdition. 
10 L108 0 AI 1 0s 

ee it; nA. F 5 
20 9yol $41 1iilh bas 10-1 512113 ag 3934 
5 » Of zeal in the reformation of: wr live, 
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DE fervent i in | Prayer; ſerving thei Lord la 
5 the apoſtle.) And fuch e it high 
ee ee one to be in his ſervice. F 
What is the end we propoſe, by dedicating. « 
ſelves in ſolemn vows:td Chriſt, Rom. Xli. 
| Why do we pretend to renounce the world « 
its vanities, but that theſe ſacred ties may eng- 

ourutmoſt watchfulneſs and diligence; to confc 
our ſelves to the image of God, by living to bi 
and like him, and much above. the rate W Col 
mon men: Let not therefore theſe: good reſo 
tions co up2n yourhands, but bein x 


_ ty andyirtoe,.:/You-ſhall. ſhortly receive an al R 
ple-recompeace fat all your ER 8 
7 1 7 
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end of grief, and feat and bardchip. Be 
ws t wich ryudel und pain for à little while; 

nd hon Hall be * 1 nn reſt, and peace, and 

vj to your ſouls. The yoke is eaſy, and 2 bare 3 
Igbe, Matt. xi. 28, 30. but tbr weight of glo- 

„it farcmore- exceeding and eternal. Be but 
xi careful to diſcharge your part, and then you 
eed never doubt G. 's making bis. Sup- 
ort and encourage yourſelf with the full aſſu- 
nce of obtaining the crown, but take heed, 
at aſſurance do not arrive at preſump tion, nor 

e praſpect of bliſz-whieh ſhould excite, a more 
tive and chearful obedience, become an oc 
on'of ſpiritual: ſloth or ſccufity- e 4611 24d} 
remember an inſtance of a perſon crrefolane | 
ad! waveringt in che concerns of his foal; divi- 
ed: between hope and fear, who in his prayers 
as earmellly int redting, to be aſſured of bis on 
erſeverunce, and expreſſing, hdr happy be 
e himſeff, could be but be 2 in 
is point- Worenpon he was immediately 
ſmetrd fromm within: ms you"could bevafſu- - 
:d of this; bow W700 n procerd then! Do but 
2 now 03:90 ub think your elf obliged g d 
p\that-caſe; a never queſtion yon: * 
his nomfortatle 8 dad in: 
cad ef adulging an quite into e- 
at, orantiouss A led 
s'endeailours; ha" inftantly applied himſelf to 
biden urhAt God — OY e 
"T7 «a 


._ entitle the conqueror to a crawn.. 


miunbdues bimſelf, and does honour to the divine 
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fet about the performance of that, without more 
to do.  Truff in the Lord, and be doing good, ſays 
the pſalmiſt, commit thy way to we * be 2 
Pars. it to paſs, Pal. xxxvii. 5, 6. 

The great and common obſtacle to vigorous 
virtue is the dreadful notion men form to them- 
ſelves of the difficulties to attain it, and how la. 
borious a thing religion ia. And trus it is, exalted 
piety will coſt many a pungent conflict. Bu 
even this conſideration may be ſorne encourage- 
ment too; when we rightly confider, that the 
hardſhip of the undertaking and the violence of 
rhe — add to the glory of the fight, and 


ſo much 
e conqueſt 


brighter, as the  toit and hazard. of 


he gain'd was greater. For the more a man 


grace, by rendering it victorious over fleſh and 
blood, the larger meafures of that grace he - ſhal 
obtain from God, and become more nien 
in this world, as well as happy. in another. 
There are not, tis conſeſs d — the 
fame Ne 8 of them, 
0 3 e But the a man, whoſe 
3 eue . ment, end his diſpomion by 
| . nature of 


ts om; more ſfubbern and averſe to 
virtue; hach more 10 make hie way 'thorongh : 

pet if this mum d. feſplutions be ker. and bi 
e eben them, dcr rr 
= = | per 
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per and leſs rebellious paſſions, it that ſedateneſs 
at the fame re diſpoſe them to caſe and inac- 


ivity. | KATO) 14 

Now in this undertaking, Fas things there 
ue, of extraordinary moment for promoting it. 

d firſt is, to obſerve the tendencies . of . one's 
emper and. conſtitution, and take care to bend 
ature the contrary way, by keeping aloof off 
rom all thoſe temptations and occaſions, of ſin- 
ing, with which we feel ourſelves moſt eafily 
deſet, and ſtrongly. inclined to comply. The 
ther, to diſcover our peculiar defects and laboug 
with all, our might to attain tho e which 
ve chiefly want. 
And 4 this knowledge 2 our own \ frailtie 
nd 5 is greatly „ TS] to gur im + 
rovement, ſo we ſhall do well to profit by what 
ve ſee in others, and to be . . 17 80 | 
xd. for avoiding and ſubduing: - 
Thich, we find more los! and d offeplir 
rich whom we con verſe or the common 
eſs of any ill thing is ſo fi 5 the 
lame of thoſe vg ogy after it, that it "y the, 


lire& contrary ; and fuch cxamples ſhould. be 
ook d 1 as. marks which 1 to us. 


"here the rocks. and ſands lie; f uch 
o warn us off, not to invite us io, 1. 
vile and good. man will. turn examp A 
9 his own advantage. The. 1 be will 
n P ivo to, equal. or excel, 
N 2 them. 
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them. The bad hie will by all added 0 
if by reflection the deformity of his neighbour! 
3 4 happen to teprelent that of bis own, be 
will bearer do ſo no more, ad kfb k it Kip- 
Py occafion, that he is thus grown Wiſer by the 
folly of another. "For we often ſee and judge 
that in the behaviour of thoſe we cbnvefſe with 
Which two near a light will not let us diſcetn, or 
partiality let us condemn, in eur own, And 
this ſhould make us cautious, When we remem- 
ber, that the eyes of others' are as ſharp, as Criti- 
cal obſervers, 2 ſevere Judges of as, and all we'do 
as ours can pofflbly be of them. From this uni 
verial gi ſpofition to obſerve, and. judge, Proceed 
0 doubt, bat p pleafing 4 pptsbation, or vehe⸗ 
nicht Rücker Þ 504 HR SHE e 
What indeed 555 us a more ſenfible ſatis faction, 
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udee where cafes and bufinefs of cke world divetthnd 


dra them off from better employtmente;"'tis 
unſeemly to others,” apd of M conſequence to 
themſelves; to negſect their proper condern, and 
enga etheit thoughts and dime in maltets fo- 


criti reign to their main defigh, aul bag dgilg en u: 
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ent for theit purpoſe. St. Paul, we ſyr, deter. 
mined to know nothing but Feſus. Chrift and 
him crucified, and this indeed, truly known, i; 
the beſt, the moſt uſeful, | and. of all the moſt 
comprehenfive;learning. 

* This fires men with an eager holy zeal, and 
renders them not only exact, but chearfulin thei 
duty: it makes them perform, what; he com. 
mands with diligence, and ſuffer all that he or. 
dains with reſignation and contentedneſs, Where. 
as a negligent and lukewarm chriſtian, conſpire 
againſt himſelf; his liſe is one perpetualtorment 
ſor want of entire ſubmiſſion, and fervent. love. 
The trials and afflictions bear hard upon his ſpi- 
rit, and the good he attempts is forced and a- 
gainſt the grain, He feels not the ſupport of ſpi- 
ritual comforts ; he knows he mult not have rc: 
courſe to worldly ones; or, if he might, they 
will pot do his buſineſꝭ j and ſo he is left deſtitui 
of all. For by tranſgrefling the rules of chriſtia 
by ſeeking relief in unreaſonable liberties, he cre- 
ates , freſh torment to: himſelf ; becauſe, theſe 
cannot ſatisfy his conſcience, but will be fare to 
leave ſome diſpleaſure and bitterneſs behind them, 
And who can ever be caſy, who is reproached 
with his on ill conduct, and chuſes a. emed) 
| worle: than the diſtemper, et its . inge! 

Io this pattern ſet vs by Chriſt himſelf, it wil 
be of great uſe to add thoſe of the apoſtles, and 
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her eminent lights i in the church. Theſe: will 
onvince us, what excellencies mere men are ca- 
able of; and if we heartily endeavour after their 
erfetions, we ought not to diſtruſt God's aſſiſ- 
ance; but may confidently promiſe ourſelves, 
hat an equal degree of zeal will be ſupported. by 
n equal meaſure of grace and ſtrength. Obſerve 
n their auſterities, their fervent prayers and 
eavenly meditations ; obſerve the | amr and hap- 
y cfficacy of them, in raiſing tho 

dove the world and its temptations, yo ie 
dg their converſation all heavenly divine, even 
Fil upon earth. It were indeed à defireable 
ing, — we could ſo wholly abſtract ourſel ves 
em fleſh and fenſe, that the praiſes of God, 
d attendance upon his commands, the con- 
mplation. of hisglories, and the ineffable ſatiſ- 
tion of devout minds, might be our conſtant 
d only employment. And happy ſhould we 
if the. inordinate cares of life gave no diſtrac- 
on to our thoughts, no interruption to thoſe ho- 
exerciſes, But theſe are Joys reſerved for a fu-" 
re and better ſtate; we cannot here be forefined, 
e cannot b6'excuſed from the incumbrances of 

1 and its inſeparable frailties and neceſſi- * 
u. And therefore the virtue proper to our 

{condition is of à another nature. e 
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meeckneſs and conteritedrieſs'; as being well af. 
ſured, that his wiſdom can, and his goodneſs wi 
chuſe and ordain what is beſt. Ja the day of pro. 
perity abe may rejoice, but that: joy / muſt be ſo 
tempered with gratitude and moderation, as nei- 
ther to ſwell intb infolence and pride, nor to en- 
gage ob affections in the love of the world. 1 
tbe day of adverſity ut are tr canſider, and enter- 
tain the moſt calamitous accidents, without mur. 
muriog ot diſcontent. In every; change of cit. 
cumſtances, ur minds muſt beektioly reſigned 
to God, for he is all in alli eternal and unchavge: 
ahle, petfect and happy in Himſelf, abſolute ſubd 
ſole Lord of the apiverie..and! evety creature ;, 
and ought to be, wholly at his diſpaſal Y 
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may be; bis glorics and divine excellengies | 
objec too refined and Jofty far thy 
lations to dwell upon with reliſh-and ſenfi 
iclight, But he bath condeſcended to 8 
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meaſure, for no man is fit to cenſure or correg 
his brother, by pulling the mote out of bis eye, til 
hae have firſt erer e due ſeverity _ him- 
ſelf, by caſting tbe beam out of 8 bis 0 8 
oh; by happy ſhould We be; how ea Dev ealeh t 
traction upd cam, and“ crfifotioutheh, 0 
none would: take up dhe wem eo bbnde tf er cew 
fure others, till they were Ilrſt quaiifisdo ot "the 
authority they uſurpʒ by borough! amendment 
of their own mannes, and being pfOgf aj aink 
any juſt 'repreticafionthetnſelves? ©: Ae 
Who can forbear the — uni 
2 aal we are zn 66r- dealings Eiter 
one is in sat ftaming Excuſes; and making 
large alldwanoes for what he doth Rimſelf, and 
yer ſcarce any body admits the apologies inttodi 
ced by others in hae >vindieation.”: Hor 
mach: more jaſt aud reaſonable Were our" pro 
cerditngs, would wie but paſs a favourable con 
ſtruction upon the actions of others, andicurn tis 
ſeveriyyef dur cenſure vpbn our? h If: yol 
yiſiu to bea born with y ft eat to be: 
5 e e. exerciſe eie Bog natut 
1 Jour arofraas 6ccabor ⅛ouffers. a0 For mei 
r by'etathiples, 3 oa ſure v 
$4 right 7 — ume agi 
1 Ras ebene Js'this: humility? Nothich 
mor diſtant from it. For theſe diſpeſe us! 
condemn and berangey' wich no body but our 
1 8 0 keep a, a * os. > | 
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and ternper, is but a very oul- 
is is caſy and delightful; for eve- 
quiet and 'ulage, 
ingiwell; affected to perſons 
pleaſeg and are like hin, The 
rr matters ſmooth and linofſen- 
vely wn men of ruggeiiꝙ intractable and ſierce 
diſpaſttidnsa Wad in who make little con- 
ience of what tbey do or ſay, and flick at no- 
hing unjuſt or unfair in their dealings. And 


par virtag;! 


noble and commendable pattern of philoſophi- 
al, or which is ce chriſtian fortitude. 
There are a ſort = of men, who cheriſh peace 
Miet, with} themſelyes a dhe 
Ale ſart of. der- ee e 
py the 1 Who lovei tu fiſhi in 
rs, and! ;arg N caſy: nu wi 
** 
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ene) $f | 
Hoffer ung Bo- : 


oxen, mite thtmenging candcexatiousb:to 
ad chene cheat dhe pr thitd-fortowbo = 
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| da dv but make 
0 ben e eee L Where it hatk 
nature given: ah todreſtere ——— 


r meifey were. neuen infürbmepbskim difiurbitgo: But 


de who can d9ithis, 3s aruly great ſoul, and ſets 


d ube u conſtaatiy trouble ſomeitu others; 
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inſtruct ion. be ſmalleſt, and, in common 
ſteem, moſt deſpicable creature would repreſent; - 
2s in a glaſs, the goodneſs of Gor to us. And 
the reaſon hy theſe things afè ſeen with ſo un- 
profitable ſpeculation, is, becauſe our minds are 
ot rightly diſpoſed; to'draw*thoſe advantagious 
nd practical inferences, which moſt IT; 


eſult from them. For, as colours:appeat tõ 
minds as they are painted in the eye; fo the ju 
nent men make of all outward objects, depends 
pon the condition of thei mind, and: we argue 
nd pronounce of them differently, as we happen 
o be truly ot falſely affected befbre- hand. 
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ls iron! is purged: m the:rutt and bes 
mes bright and new; ſo hat! zcslyby [which 
| renounce” the world; ande turn entirely 0 
od; takes off our filth a s into der 
m. The lukewarm: D 
eve thin he fr J 
. Coke his Sade bee 
tward comforts. But if be warmly: applies 
imfelf io ſubdur his püffionsp und refolarely = 
temptsthefollowing God/'imbipown way ;thet | 
udihipsv hich at firſt diſcouraged him, 7 2h 4 
F, and leſſem upon bis: hand All that!? 
1 ſors? 
Q< Wy: 


lk there be ſüch a thing as true pleaſure in this 
|. orld, the pute in heart enjoylit- Ant if theres 
dk upon erth, ir dioetle:ic dutimne 

ad, who hath-aguiltyandpoliuccd confeirdite, 
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ſibly to him an and #8 ligb bu 
rr _—— 
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12335 3 thing ich ng; to . 
mighty confidence in ourſelves, when alas 
the want both of abilities and 
proves our vanity and folly; For ho ſmall is the 
proportion of our gifts,- in compariſon of on 
imaginations relating to them? Rud hom (defer 
tive our wiſdom and care to aſs! and impron 
even that pro portion we have 2 The light hat 
id us ſlrinẽs but dimly, and by our neglect w 
ſuffer it to go quite ont. We are oſten blind 
and not ſenfibleof our infirmities, we ftumbl 
and fall, ant ſtill pretetd we ſee, commit hor 
ble eee our guilt by defending. wha 
we have done; nay, ate ſometimer ia wretched 
3 
| a patinnce 9 * 
8 fanlts ef others ſeldom dur cenſare; 
gh, ir of dur own as ſeldom fall 
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| „ would ye hut take a right, estimate of our 

elves, and judge our own A tions as we — 4 
o do, wedhould find little leifare, and leſs pro- 
ha oh to, Prong ſeverely concerni '$:0 our 
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method ; He; employs. 
1 1 that Wehe his proper... buſineſs and 
e, and is tender of other people s failings,. 
— a due and humble conſcience of his, oWw˖n- 
nd whatever fond opinions we may chetiſh, 
f our own, victue, religious and perfect we. are 
ot, nor even gan he, till we examine our on n 
a (ciences diligently, and leave /all. the reſt of 
ic world.to.ſtand. and fall by the judgment of 
ir own maſter. Cenſoriquſneſa and chriſtian. . 
ety can never inhabit . r. For this wauld 
ing us to a neglect of all things Gant us, 
s 14s th, forbear and deſpiſe all 
dgings, but thoſe of God: and our own con 
Kaner mind which does 
th it elf, is an idle wanderer; and all the. learn 
zin the world is fruitleſs 0 miſemploy d. 
hilt in the midſtot bis boaſted knowledge, and 
man remains in profound 8 of way 
a in point both of ge 
13 = True and ſa- 
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"Now this;s che wiſe and. tryly ſpiricual man's |, 
his thoughts at home, 


fore "BY | 


converſe 


e e 3 
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nent/and buſy evtioſities, concerning the” con- 
duct and reputation of our neighbours. 
The abandoning'sf all worldly care, is a true 
argument of greater proficience in goodneh, 
For, by 2 highly of any thing here” be. 
low, our value for God and heaven is vnavoida- 
bly diminiſbed and impaired. Let nothing 
therefore but God, aiid the things that be of God, 
ſeem great or Fateſul to thee,” worthy efiring 
or rejoicing in. And all that imaginary Comfort 
which the creatures pretend to adminiſter, treat 
with the generous neglect and contempt chat i 
deſerves." For 4 ſoul entirely devoted to the 
love of God, will naturally deſpiſe every thing 
in compariſon of him,” And reaſon there 
is why it ſhould do fo, when we conſider, that 
ect thin elſe is trail and of ſhort continuance, 
empty and unſatisfeEtory; but God alone etet- 
nal, omni- preſent, infinite in r 
and therefore he is the beſt, he is the only com 
fort and true joy of the ſoul; who alone een fl 
and ayers 7 its elt def OL STR; GL ISR! 4 
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numph. It ſets him above the power of for-. 
ne, and makes the ſharpeſt afflictions not only 
n exerciſe of his invincible- Parience, but a mat- 
r of undiſturbed joy to him. Whereas even 
cofperity it ſelf cannot procure eaſe and con- 
t-to-a guilty and ſelf. condemning breaſt. 
Would ſt thou then enjoy a fweet and unin- 
upted trariquility? Keep all at peace within 
2 give thy own thoughts no cauſe to reproach” 
* the ſatisfaction we take or promiſe 
rſty is vain and dangerous, except that 
nly which ne from a true ſenſe; of hav- 
g done duty. The men thou ſceſt ſo gay, 
ſeemingly Foll of delight, are galled and ſtung ' 
ithin; they have no inward, no true content- 
= ; and notwithſtanding their moſt induſtri- 
pos purſuits G ſore, that ſentence of God is 
reverſible, and the ſad effects of it cleave to their 
arts, that there is no peace to the wicked, Ia. 
ü. 27. They may perhaps make mighty | 
oafts of their enjoyments, por on an air of hap- ' 
my 


em from the affaults of milery, but 
* all deluſions, and ought not to incline” 
r uſent or“ yoke our envy. We ſee not their 
rard tor s, nor are 'witnefſes of thoſe checks 


Re make retitement bitter and 
uuf 


. diſcern not yer, but there is a2 


Faun 


ive out that their pomp and greatneſs * 


table, and, haunt their cleſets and 1 
b Kai When we ſhall fee an angry God 


ws, 4 


Wbt theſe men take 3 Pride. in 
their ſucceſſes and outward, cnjoyments, do thou 
with equal ſatisfaction entertain thy a tion, 
This is not indeed to o fleband blood an eaſy un- 
dertaking, but 10 a ſayl. filled wich, grace and 
love, which knows and propoſes to it ſelf no 1 
ther happneſs but God, not! ing is im een 5 
nothing too difficult. For what but to 
rejoice in the fatherly care and 12 85 o hn 
whole 2 — * . heſe 


| —— har innocence which creates; it: nay it 
muſt laſt as long as God himſell, for. his will 
carefully. Bees his favour and approbati 
which follows that performance, are the ſolid 
baſes on which it ſtands; and thels can gevet 
fail, ſo long as truth and juſtice, continue; im- wok 
preganble. To him Who N 7 by 
is and honoyr, that of this world is. of . g 


Weng And theſe are ſo 
3 0 
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fe ferent, ſo inconſiſlent, that the love and 
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2 ing to our honeſty and fineerity; or corrupt in- 
elinations and wicked deſigns. And tberefor 
à modeſt humble man makes it hi conſtant 
care to be doiag good, and to think meanly d 
his own performances. He ſeeks,-nay, the fech 
no great matter of comfort, from any of th 
advantages which attend well-doing in ibi 
world, bat conſiders whom he ſetves, and fo 
- whoſe ſake he does it, and chearfully relies upo 
him alone, for the praiſe and reward of thi 
which beſt deſerves it And when. we are. 5 | 
ſollicitouſſy concerned for the: teſtimony 
etedit of men; then may w truly te 
reſigned ourſelves to God, and to upot 
bim with that ſtedfaſt and holy confident 
which i becomes: us. Not: be tbat :commendii 
himſelf; (no, nor he who others! commend Ik 
7h ther) 1s approved, but whom tbe. Lord c | 
8h; . Cor. x. 18. And therefore a, holy a 
ſpir itual man indeed, — miubh;apmy 
be, all concern with the world. He eonfid, 
that God is the only petſon whom he ſhould 
bour to pleaſe, and While he is happy ia hig 4 
probation, and the wiineſs of a good conſcieno 
all autwardactidents; ni ted, as thing 
remote and: foreign ta his main e er d 

ö a5:0ught not much to atecdhi w.. 
rande och roqu Aol iet; 907 a 
b wat of" ert: mort z, H 41 
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3 n Jeſus; BY 
D Tweet, of this love, and can even 7 92 
bas hani for his ſaviour s fake. 1 81 
love of but ſelves be the very voice of 
nd nature, yet the ſame voice commands, u 
| a leſa valuable friend for one that is tier. 
Wu this exchange be hath made neceſſary Ps 
bedicnce, who. requires us, to love him ooly, 
Wove. all things, And he alone is worthy o 
we. He that depends upon any temporal c os 
8 5 will one day be convinc d of ita frailty to his 
beg he and it both periſh together; but je- 


an 


3s temaineth for ever. And as, he cannot periſh, 
ſelf, ſo geither will he ſuffer any to 4 
ho depend upon . Let din ben be your: 


vpe,.your joy a Vor love, Whoſe friendſhip and 
boſe. power are.) cverlaſling;., Tho' al things 
42 — ou yt, Wo AIMEE 3 el 
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wilFnot accept RMded ich, b Bet expeas tc 
reign ſupreme and ſole lord of your hearts; and 
the only way bf Melting hun trier i to caſt on 
all qther inmates, and let bim have the whole 

ITY to Hituſelf. 0 indeed, When we cbm 
© Ebnſiter 211d compute®” mattes july, what 
ever love or rear we Have affe te any tlg 
bur Him, will” e Fond I a mmer Perſech 
Oft and De Iv not therefore induly 
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Ne yon A broke 
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comfort, nothing is hard 10 do, nothing 
ierdug to ſuffer; but 1 e and priſe peace 
well and teign in my But the 
noment he withdraws his c . al 
y ſup e loſt od "Ling all. my faculi ties 
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and deluding all theft x5 wiſhers and defites,” Which 
are placed 1583 any other object? They bid us 
infinitely to our loſs, A lofs greater bag more 
irretrievable, than it we loſt the whole world. 
For could we gain the whole world with the loſ 
of him, 1 it were a fooliſh and moſt miſerable ex. 
change. And what indeed is alf the World with, 
out him? To be deprived of this one a, } 
bitterer than the pangs of death; to 0 7 55 
poſſeſs him, the only happineſs of r 
friendſhip is ſecurity mort than Hog againl 
a whole world of enemies; a'treafare above all 
the riches of the univerſe. He" who finds this 
hath more than both the Indies; and he why 
loſes it, loſes more than can be Expreſs'd: But 
why do 9 1 ? He loſ.s all: For this is po- 
verty in itz extremity ; nay, the on 
to loſe the only 8 mu 12 Pen 
So all-pfficient, ſo ddightful,” 0 'celeſtiall 
ſweet, the Frietithip of Jeſus,” bu every mat 
is not qualified for (precious a bleſkag, for i 
requires great care, and Skill, and ſpiritual” wi 
| dot, to be fit for this/enjo „ Humil. 
ty and charity ut wake e bim dun 
N Piety and peace are the difpofitions he delight 
in. Sin, and paſſion, and worldly affe tions, wil 
drive him away... And if be tales his flight 
where, tet ene man, Where wilt thou find 1 
friend!? With a friend thou canſtnot enjoy 
e and it he * not thy "only Frien, 


thou 
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chou att leſt deſolate and fotlorn. Conſidet 
* how miſetable thou makeſt thy ſelf, by 
ing thy confidence; or thy Joy in any othet: 
For e were it far, that the whole wotld 
mould bend their utmoſt ſpight againſt tbee, 
had this one friend be provoked to diſpleaſure. 
f therefore relations and tance be dear, 
yet let none be 1o, in competition with thy God 
ind Saviour. Remember, they ate dear Ads 
ake, but he for bis own. Fot this is the pecu- 
iar prerogative of Chriſt, that enemies as well 
s friends ſhould challenge # ſhare; in thy afte&i» 
dns upon his account. - Thou art to forgive and 
ve, to pity and pray for all mankind, | becauſe - 
ie loves them all, and it ought to be the earneſt 
lefire of our hearts; that all may know, and be 
enſible of his love, and make the moſt ſuirable 
eturns human nature is capable of, for; ſuch 
vonderful goodneſs. But neither we: nor any 
ther have a right to be leved for! our 
wn ſelves, for the foundation of love is excel - 
nee and goodneſs, and this is all from God. 
n him alone it dwells originally, inherently, 

ndependentiy, and what proportion ſoever any 
reatufe hath; is entirely derived from him. — 
manation f N inexhduſtible 
durce. Auch therefore he alone: hath right to 
ommand dur love tor his on excellence; be- 
a all exxellanee is his, he alone is to be loved 


4 
A 


eee ke neither . 4 } 


£30 Of the Initorim i Ir νν, nn 


can have any fequah Covet not then the the praiſa 
or love of n and 4 are. ay, 
to God only, Pi Nor la lc to 
others, but in thy ſelf, and 4 2 virtue 
and merit, aſe alenire, and lo ve, u 
ces of Chr * Dahn 2 Dudtzt 0 Atiz a: 
Bring to o chy Land 2 clean and upright ſpiri 
free from the ſoxdid affections of this world, 
that thou may ſt be entirely his, and ſolace thy 
ſelf with the delights of his cet ſation. , Bu 
leave the world, and come to him, that 45 
canſt not do, without the prevention and 15 
tance of his grace. This only can e oh 
ftes and draw: and ſecure thy heart x. 
dords of divine love. cos Jars 1h 
#brough Chriſi that: fir engubens him, but if. * 
mecout be withdrawn, he 43 e MH e 
deiticate gnd weak; full of:confufign, and 
ment; or rather, he is confuſian in che Wee 
weakneſs and impotence ic ſelf. And if ſome 
time thou feel an iaward: ſequfge, let hot. 0 
thoughts deject or drive the 0 dei 


lr. Fot — — are ſoui 
tears, and patience brings forth plentiful 20 
petfect fru cherighieoulneſe and pence. 
theſe ſor ros proceed: from axefleQion.upon. i 
ou ins and infirin ities, indulge an Poly gti 
anti lament, as becomes. a ſar ius penitegt, ih 


ben unworthiueſsand forrnet amiſety. If .adves 
* Wee ieee 
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port thy elf wü the -copſ@lations of a gagd 


glory and advancement to thy ſelf. But 

der, that in either caſe, the trouble Cannot. be 
long ; for theſe black intervals of ſadneſs will as 
certainly, as naturally, be ſollowed 
; ſtorm is huſhed into Aa profound calm. £0 326332 
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WHEN all human comforts forſake..ns, if 
'> God vobchfafes to ſupply their place with 
piritual and heavenly ones, Which are.infinitely, 
etter ; we are not much to wonder, if the,ſonh 
reſerves its te 
er fuck cireumſſances. But when the world; 
nd God both frown, then io bear ſuch deſer 1 
on with 
E 
90 fooliſmy, nor be partial to our 5 ſuffexing 

ee, this ig virtue and rcfignation indeed, the 


id ſubmiſſive mind. Who that conſiders on 
rbeur xejoyelng,! while the olhearful light pf 
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ciinſcience ; and be aſſuted, that ſuffering to as 
may advance thy ap acts — will end . ; 


with inward 


ei. 7 ic 21A : 


„and hear up manfully ung 


pitichce, and be content to be depti- 
oul hopes ſor his glory then to gc- 


s and perfection of an humble 


301 0's countegance- ſhines? bright but 


8 alte, goes for Chrilt's fa. 1101. ift 
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"What etch is lo unreaſünable 10 [grudge bi 
Fervice, when boun and bleſſings reward hi 
Pains, and convince im that he does not ſerye 
God for novght ? This is the eee 
Which every man deſires and may triumph in 
Smooth and pleaſant is his paſſage, 8 the 
ce of God conducts aud carries through thi 
ttoubleſome world. For who can think i 
ſtrange, that he ſhould; not feel the weight 0 
his burthen, who is ſtrengthen d and ſu wy 
by almighty power, and led through di 
and dangers by the captain of his „es 
It is natural for us to cling} faſt about any 
thing that may give us eaſc, and hard for a mat 
to diveſt himſelf from carnal appetites, ſo an 
before our paſſions he e ffectually ſubdued, abi 
our delight and l d 8 upon Go 
8 conflifts. mult be: uudergone, 
And yet at no <expence leſs then: this, is o 
pee und le, boi beipurchaſed). . Fot ſo, long 
as 4 Man t his own ſtrength, he is cafil 
divetted to worldly comfors, and taſtes little £ 
tisfuction but what ariſes : from; ſuch. But bt 
whole 4odtis devoted God and expect 
nor his delight ofr em: fenſual- «joymhems; b 
{itids a ple alure in the ſe verer enerciſes of vinus 
and devorion, und e, e reibe are 
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ality and tanks 2 5 not the cha and 
eward of grace, ng it or va- 
| 1 t upon it. . bleſſing, 
ut temper that joy wich gratitude. Let it not 
ell to inſolence and vanity, to cenſoriouſneſi 
r comm of thy weaker brethren ; but the 
thou haft received, the greater let thy mo- 
ſly be; and the more thy feat. Thy diligence 
d watchfulneſi, that thou miſuſe not ſuch gra- 
ous liberality. For comfort and gladneis will 
ot laſt always; a cloud will come between and 
—_—_ chiearſul beams of the ſun of righ- 
ines. Temptations will have theit turn 
"os and therefore, when theſe fall bard and 
avy, let patience and bumilicy, not . hopeleſs 
ſpondeney,'be the effect of fuch ms _ 
zatinels of thy ſufferings muſt inflame | N | 
dance, thy : zeal, thy 3 _ 2 
yer is t weapon againſt the attac 
all ch! pr een For matters are not; 
perate - He who-took away his ſupports "oh 
ly #idiloadiFahem for a ſeaſon, and to thoſe 
hoſſcek:therh with holy perſeverance, will at a! 
time reſtore them again with advantage. This 
auſüal' thing with God. The prophets and 
ts of old have all advanced d their crowns! 
. way of grief and deſertion. 
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Obſerve Had ant an e ef Abet 
ange we have in tb man after God s oun bean 
When the grace and favour of God was: liftel 
vp upon Rias his mind was exalted proporiia 
nably: in my profperity, Iqaid, I ſball ner þ 
caſt dun, then Lord, of thy g Ne baſt made m 
hill fo Rtrong Pia}. xxx. 6. When this favou 
was! withdrawn, he confeſſes the conſequence d 
it, the deep and heavy impreſſion it made upa 
his ſpirits,” box didſi turn th ſact from mo, ani 
Was: e ib. ver- 7. But yet this trouble 
tharp aud ſenſible as it was, did: not ſink bi, 
down into deſpair: his remedy was Praye 
then cried I unto thee, O Bord, and got me to n 
Lord right bumbly,. ver. 9. And Bora fenden 
this application. proved, himſ:If declares, tbe Lon 
Beard me, and bad mercy upon me; thou baſt tw 
ned my murniug into dancing, thor; haſt put 0 | 
my Jaekeloth, and girded me.with gladnefs, ver. 1 
11, Noz if theſe: forrows were the portion d 
those bright patterns of piety; if God's dearl 
beloved children. and faithfulleſt ſervants” han 
not Tiv:d'conſtantly/ under his propitious ſmile 
i men of ſo exalted virtue Were yet vatiduſiy a 
fected, as they felt different diſpenſat ions of 1 
vidence towards them; what ate we. X 
FO£ weak; deſertleſs wretche es that we ſhould: expel 
=. be exempted n trrublesf What is ol 
3 Seal i in compariſon of theirs, that we ſhould hop 
e always ae * on the wing 
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| "791 1.) 1294 K. 5 T* wth 3 
bat have we done to cenie the Kindly infl- 
Ef thac:ſpirit, and ſecure them conſtant; to 
dy which: even to thoſe that uſe and im- 
prove it beſt; goes and comes, and lleæus only where. 
ud bin ir liſletb? John iji; 8. And therefore 
vob takes notice of it. as an event common to all 
nank ind, that God does not ſo maguify, or et. 
is Heart upon any one among them, but that 
e viſits him every mor ning. and tnies bim een 
ament, Job vii. 17, 18. | 
Where therefore can we: ſafely. place o our traſt; bi 
cept ini the · grace and mercy of God only?. ail 
ther comforte ts are miſetable. The co 

nd exhortation of religious men, the tender ond 
ffectionate advice of dear and faithful fri 
e entertainment of good books, the moving 


f pſalms an hymus, all theſe adininiſter but very 
on and imperfect felief. io aſſpage the anguiſh 
four minds, or but ſo much as to divert an 

ie our pain, if Goa, e bis conſol⸗ In 
0 und leaves us to A be dęſolate condition of. 
— helps. Then, as out laſt and 
It eefuge; we muſk fig te God, humble, our. lves 
der: his mighty hand; ſubmit what he Jays ups. 
aus, \acknawledge. his goodneſs ev n in our. 
ictions/ and be content to, fuffef [es fill, 6 long 
he 1&es fat; for; * . Kb pores, 


edifpleaſure for ever, bu revive the Ole 
+ alen, a0 1 


; and cxalt the humble 


88 Las none! e 820212815 Dir 
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rains af pious eloquence, the heavenly raptures * 
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and never yet to the beſt. of ay ernatbranc 
met with any remarkable good man; WhO had 
not, at ſome time or other, fallen into theſe dis 
| jetudet, and langyiſh'd' deeb the 


apprehenſio 
of God's diſpleaſure, or the abatement of his own 


real. Nor was it ever defigned, that any mu 
in this life ſhould arrive at ſo china a ſtate of 
holineſs, and abfolnte ſafety, as not to be fome- 
time tempted, Thopgh this happens at ven 
different times: for ſome' have their Siebe i 
the beginning of their converſion, which are re 
1957 for others to their latter and more perfet 
It ſecms, the ſublime and rapturous con 

— of God, are a bleſſing too 
for thoſe, who have not firſt enduted fometrou- 
ble of Mind, to qualify them foy ſo excellent « 
reward. Well then may we rejoige in |theb 
temptations, which are ordained as certain: fon 
runners of more abundant grace ace; and ſigns d 
thoſe ünſpeakable c con ſolationsang delight w cl 
re reſeryed for them that have 'approved/ them 
 felves faithful. For not to him that ig excuſed 
from fighting. but "fo him that” overcometb 
ſttriving courageou , aid endutenh to the ent 
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8 n theſe! changes in, 
prot a adverſity” appoinre ſor - the i 1 1 
provem Eb cht plety and virtue. -- Were o 


troubles without intermiſſion, ne feth. could | =: 5 
fAyed,: and therefore . loftens and 7 iht 
enn | | | $ael el 
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them with in ward and heavenly comforts, that 
ſo, aſſiſted. by his grace, and encouraged by his 


harpeſt conflicts, But, were that grace. and fe- 
your eonſtant too, we ſhould be. immadayat 
alted/ with our performances, and impnie iH 
\nd-therefore the returny of affliction, and ſpi⸗ 
rial deſertion, are convenient, to prevent or 
neck our pride. They ſhew us, . — highy 
ſoever we may value ourſelves, pet we are not 
0 perſect, but that we deſerve to ſuffer; and t | 
good we receive, we receiye not of debt, but c 
bounty and free grace. Miſtake not, Q man, 
he devil never ſleeps, he always wate 
he fleſh is not utterly; dead, nor its appetites 
ind paſſions ſo. totally extinct, but that eve 
reſh Object may awaken them inta luſt. 
bou cherefore awake to, and prepare ęvery 

Wor ſome naw conflict: ſpeak not peace g thy 
when beſet on evety fide with numerous 
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favour, we may be able to bear up againſt our 


1 
day 


nd reſtleſs enemies 3 for wretched ls thy Gale, 
f their yiolence be ſuffered to bear thee down or | 
heit ſubtle and waketwl malice temps thee...1g 
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AN ii born to trouble as the ſparks fi 
| h,, Job 5. 7. and doſt thou refute 
the conditions of nature, by hoping to be er. 
empted from labour and ſuffering? "Confider 
this, and apply thy ſelf ſtrenuouſly to patience 
as a moſt neceſſary virtue, and learn to bear th 
W. croſs, as the main buſineſt thou art created for 
Por this will much better becomes finful eres 
| Lure, than to depend upon comforts, which tha 
deſetveſt not, and pleaſures which belong not 0 

by ther. Could even the worldly-minded be . 
| cure of ſpiritusl Joys without interruption, he 
1 could" not. in agtee ment with his owty principle 
but be | paſſionately» fond of therm, as yielding 
more ſubſtantial ſatie faction, than all externa 
and ſenſual delight. For what compariſon can 
there be between thoſe pleaſures, which are at 
xcrided with ſname or deteit, and thoſe wobich 
ate ſblid and durable void of reproach anch inde 
cehey, the fruits of virtue, and the ſpecial ꝑiſt of 
_ ._ Godt to cheſte and beavenly fouls?” This the 
were Eprturiſm indeed, were this to be kttainei 
and preſerved by any the moſt aſſiduous a pplic- 
tion. But that which renders even theſe jo 
leſs ſenfible, and leſs eagerly deſired, is, that the 
. arc ihe fre gift of God, who both diſpenſes and 
. £3 4.3, 4 „ N | 5 withdraw 
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wichdrawi-thew. as bimſelf © proper, nd 


flicts. muſt return very thick upon us, & Jong 
we remain in ſuch a ſtate, 88 

Nor are i heſe difficulties. ſrom the malice of 
dur enemies only, but we. ourſclves contribute to 
ur own” miſery, and binder the more liberal 
ommunications of divine grace and comfort, by 
fecting a miſtaken freedom, and eXtrayagant. 
onceits of our own ſtrength and e The 
Wounty: 3 is admirable, hg 75 

ith che ihward' enjoyments of his fit; but 

he fully: of, man, is prodigious. we 15 


ot diſcern, and thankfully, acknowledge, at all 
is: ug ' 4 do well, is imparted, by. a. bigher 
and. If then the gifis oi heaven 1 0 diſtributed 
lacing. than we. wiſh or expect, 


ualified to receive them: apd Laus We Calm 
ot be, while. ungrate ful 10 the author, fly | regs 
gent o improve all we; receive; to the vo [0 
aiſe and honour. For the who 9 7 an 
ace aright, goes by that very act incline G GA 4 
ſto me Ang from the proud thankful 
glectets of athe favour, oye. what they had is 
ben ay, and added...to Bande portion of the 
mble and diligent, thoſe. w 

om * and to what purpoſes hey hate ft 
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frequently ſuſpends the ha pineſs the bring, by. 
ſtrong and ſevere trials. For we _ a ſtare. of 
continual diſcipline and warfare, and our con- 


upports 5.4 


e leſſen thaw proporticns, f, not being: duly 
by. 


are duly ſenſible, | 
11 þ 
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my ſpiritual comforts, than to abound in cheſt 


ver to forget that I am chief of finners; Kon. 


Fo 
[> #9 are not condiicive to health; aud 'thok 
Pays 


Bis ovdneſs to impart 
. the loft of what we had, N . 
find dur Om wealtnefs, con 
wants, 
: 7 0 & axcelent da us, dots of right upper 
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17 1 I might! be allowed to ehule: my own lot [ 
thould think it much mere preferable” to wan 


at the expence of myhumility. No, let a peni- 
a and contrite fpicit al Ways be my portion, and 
may Iever ſo be dhe favourits ef heaven), as ne- 


dye in the ſublime and glorious myſteries of 
the chriſtian faith, and raviſhing . ef 
ot God and a future ſtare, are moſt deſirable ad: 
vantages; but ſtilt Tp refer eharir 17. edifiet, 
'x. Cor. vii. 1. beit the higheſt ſntellectul 
eCtions of that knowledge i  preffeth up; 
evi thing which is high, is not thetefon 
meats are le to the palate 


gifts, which are firſt in our eſteem, do not ul: 
recorhtnend us moſt to God. Thoſe ſp. 
ritual advantages are certainly beſt for ui, which 

increaſe our Ss and awaken our cutioß 
and diſpoſe us, to ſuſpect, and deny eufſelwe 
And Gerte it h an wr ins of 'wiſfdom i 
God, to tecal his gifts ſometimes,” as well. us 
them at others; that ty 
experimental 

an ay ol 


Ju{fty'chen in this mutter, 2 S 


15 know to who the Whole glory 
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1. by own : to him, the thanks? of his 


und wg 
better : and Know, 70 
Ni iy Roten ft: aH thoy haſt dope w 
thine ory hb See abi juſt ' puniſh | 
al thou! haſt dose at mit. N di: dee 8 
bn ee. ev As 7 
thon with Honodr be advanced to the cut 
or. der thy bug, the. deeper, muſt th 
fnmdatiin ain, Lohe xiv 75 The higheſt in 
Bot Tef! e tan be @wn, and 8 
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in che and (rudy 
dein er off e : 
ffects to be ſeen and. admir'. The repoſin 
ur hope and st im Bad slone is ihe f 


ffeckual ptevention 445 vanity and in ſolence, 
ſcribing to hit A our dae ans EE 
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be, not only ſubmitted to 


. and. no diſpenſation of bis providence is without 
its profitable and wiſe deſign. 
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* for his ſake upon earth. 6 
. conſolazions of his ſpirit allure and draw us, bu 


| invites! men to fit down at his table, the gueſt 
5 him into the wilderneſs, to faſt and 


2 
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1 o „tie 

which i 1 Ges ot bit 
favour, who is the ſupreme Lord of all. Even 
ſtripes and puniſhments from his hands ſhould 
patiently, but received 
thankfully, fince his rod is — for our good, 


Tews Cunuer, 


If then thou va- 
lueſt the grace of God, and deſiteſt to keep it, be 
thankful when he gives; be reſigned and patient 
When. he takes away, pray fervently and fre- 
855 for the returns of his Ts and . not 
own pride or re word 85 to 
Eo nee = 
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14 N r we find s$'d with Arong us 
fftes of Chriſt's heavenly kingdom, ani 
of reigning with bim there, but few, wbt 
bs, i 75 with his croſs, and content to ſuffer 
The graces and ſwee 
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An 


affficrions drive us away from him. When H 

come : crowdingin apace, but if he callus. 210 

ay wil 

Him, he kalls in vain, and goes uoat 14 J. 

We of end is wr all of us ay " 2 
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1 ener. 143 
runter Wd 
ae his bitter cup w we are | ſhamefully "=o 
| 2 We read the hiſtory of his. life, and 
5% r delight, | 
For theſe were full of mercy and reliet to  wretch - | 
ed men; but when he comes to the tragical cir- 
cumſtances of his dolorous paſſion, and bitter 
death, we either ſhut our books, or read the me]- 
ancholy ſtory with coldneſs and indifference: 2 
loath to e ourſelves, that in hie part be 
bath ieft os an example,” that we 2 bis 
h, 1 Pet. n. 21. Such was the 
ni ot of che mulcitudes' only, but of his own dike” 
Nas $867 whe throng'd into his Hoſgnng's.agd 
: is preaching, dat when he was apptehended, 
and treated as a; tor, all forfook him 4. 
fed, Matt. 24. John xviii. And e 4 
haviour of ano thoſe ehriſtians till, who ſerve Ma 
chearfully, 2 go well with them, and 
magnify any long as they. taſte his 
goodheſs,” but en When  afflitions' ap- 
proach,” and if he hide the | brightneſs of his 
12 fan! into wreiched: dejectiens and deſpoh- | 
deney of mind, and are provoked to impatience, _ 
and murmuring. and grievous complaints. 
. © Methinks we might fd motives and e gige ai 
ments, many and „which ſhould unite | 
out ſouls and affeQtions to che bleſſed. Teſts I 
from what he is in himſelf, not frp 1 he 
* ee any os to out 990 12 55 ; 
ama nr {2 „ : 
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| Howl es with thoſe. holy men, eve it Mat 
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1155 And extol his virtues, ok ut their com 
|  dations, tho never {@ profuſe, never {> Juſt, 
et have any 5 over his Judgment, u 
tempt him to vary one whit from that 5 
__-which i of it ſe (al hath d irected us in this c 
ben ye have done all 7 is Gommandell” You, | 
be are unprofitable ſervants, Luke xvii,” He. 
not think that complaint of "the prophet. benen 
hich, I an por and deſolate, Pl. xxv. When | 
15 truth among ay en 152 is mote: 
thy, nonę more 5, Bone greater and m 
bp .-powerfu than be, 1 9 a ttue chriſtian hut 
* lity, think bimſeif wore helpleſs, moſt? im pole 
mas miſerable. In a word, none more hond 
E able in-Ged's een, 15 * who en vile 
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n EN Je thus deſcribes thee oond 
VV. on of our being owned for his, i 
| ran, will be my diſciple; 7 bim dem himſe if 
ale u Bis pr end follow me, Mac. xvi. the 


45 rn ot men are t te cry out With bo 
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at fach would ſerjoully Geher, bow infnirely' 
re tetrible n that "ſentence 
| be, Y 5 angry judge . Pn] 
wunce in thu at the laſt day ; and bow 
rs, which are. too ſoft and tender to bear 
ll then be able to endure, ge ye cur) 
470 fire, pr epared for 75 4 Th E. 
l. I, how: Gabe, how ſenſeleſs is it, n 
12 valiant in Gods cauſe. at preſent, and 
w ally embrace a command, which though 
d with forme Ge bes gefs now, ſhall 
4* welcome to us, "becauſe i it will give ub bolds 


k in the. W oh of tryal and impofin 
nd ren ere 1 S 


de 1, with tertible , the croſs ſhall 1-4 
ip 47 N liked hi 

much adhorrea* 10 
N a banner of irium „and th 
ave fought under it here, apy tolowed 
ified captain ef their falyation, in A, life' of Hap | 
ility and ſufferings, Wall fly to it 46 their pts 
t angard,and enter with their 14 „ 
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＋ 7 ere one or more of theſe wilt | 


exerciſing your patie and ſo 
dag as Fas God * fit to continue you . . 


18 rea 
f mortality and diſcipline, tis vain to "Rope you 
ill de exempted from them. ni en 
For God, in his great wiſdom ae. goodnefy,. 
ppoints us to tribulation, and clouds, or with-. 
raws our preſent comforts, that we may learn 
o love and value him d heaven the more, to | 
cknow our depend n bis bounty, 5 
made ſenfible of our op Ae and grow. 
iſer and mere humble by afflictions. By theſe 
e are taught to underſtand and value the fuffer- 
of of N of which we fhould have but 2 
Id and imperfect idea, did not our own-; 
; — teach us what 1 it is to - ſuffer, 2 A 
eater conformity to his image our tryals 
us up to, the clearer and more affecting 
ak we hes of his miraculous condeſcenſion. . 
void the croſs then we cannot, becauſe. we can- 
t tun away from ourſelves, nor ceaſe io be 
, and therefore what. we cannot avoid, W 
{make it our endeavour paticatly to endute, 
d render that which would ocberwiſe be our 
— rer e here, nod EY 
„ 
Now this is ſtill in 8 bar ihey 


ly teward- 


it · in return, and all their a 
| — this . : 
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| 1 not that time and place; and therefore we mul 

bs content to la now, and expect our res 
com pende hereafter But if we bear with mur. 

motiag and -gtudeing what we muſt bear, we 
do but gall our ſhoulders with/.the yoke, and 
render that a heavy unproſnable load; which 
migli be frattſul ati glotious. If we "caſt of 
en blirthen, we are farth ich purfoed and op, 
pe ſſod by another; and i ſtead f af fiction; fal 
Nope and hemilitys da upon eurſelves that 
moſt intoder abe bf all bares lit . del. 


1 e e yoweeitaretivinn; imagination 0 
vai 46 that of being made an exception to all 
mankRind? Produ me; if ydu can, ons; Gogh 
inſtanee in the whole catalogue. of gloriked 
d this vale of tears without hi 
| portion of rniſery. Evem Jefus Chriſt him(d, 
_ out great Lordy tha! God as welt as. man, fel 
lived a e none Way. coves. bm 
I man imimately aeguain 
with x 70s. hind Bt hii: | Hitwſelf, hath. told us 
' Bdbobed kn rb to ufer: and to rife ag 
ee Lok 


25 eee dove and 0 en 

| R of 286 NT; 

And if chis was hi way necelfary for Cb 
bimckit to a ſtend td che Fabse of God, it 

hops for a (mboth and ea 

tinter, > His hole liſe was little elfe 
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au. loin of Jaws cada. on 70 
drawn out 29 the length af U many years. - An 
do ne. who profeſs io tread in hig ſteps, e 
reer No, ng, = 
fond man, look for nothing but trouble. 05 £1 Y 
thau may ſt depend upon, for it will never gi _ 
point ther. Ann only the condition of 

yy hehpinchs as a 6 hriſtien, but thy certzin 
rulement and portion as a mn. For mortality 
s beſet on every fide with q ſſes, and expaſed to 


offering every moment, and. though. theſe is 4 


2 the puniſhment and the remedy for ſin, 
may WE nt imaging chat they, who are _ 


ul to preſerve themſelyes from ſivving, ae 


the ſame proportion . excuſed from ſufferi 75 
oc frequently the beſt eee, 76 3 
mla; and the better they ate, the tenderer and 
are painful fenſe they have of them, For the 


lens end defice of 4 better country, their 


oper aud ezeraal home, renders the preſent 
WE one banichment more rows and 
ON Fat thee calawities 419.90 * refleQion 
in the wiſdem and goodneſs of almighty 
od for ag he appoints chs rod in hie mercy, ſo 


s he Fi wite intgiſh higGryants with ſuitabls 4 
nfalations and ſupports, proportioned to that 1.4 


cujaltanges. And they who  ſubwir 40 the . - 
uls as becnmes thera, 5eap large and glariea s 
W Aer The hurthen of thejt 3 
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| poſing their ruſt, up pon one who hath a tener 
care for them. And the more the outward mu 
is weaken'd and oppreſs'd, the greater Rreagk 
-and grace they feel in the innet man. Nay, 
ſuch is their defire, ſuch the ſatis faction of being 
conformed to the image of Chriſt, that good mei 
frequently would not ſo much as wiſh to be 
| freed from thoſe miſeries, in which the leſs dif. 
* cetning part of the world are apt to think the 

- wary extremity ef - unhappineſs iconfiſts, - Foy 
theſe better inſtructed ſouls have a farther pro 

- pee, and can ſoften all their diſtreſſes by thi 
conſideration ;. that the more they endure, th 
| purer and more refined they are from ſin, ant 
ll * DER more acceptable and dear they become to God 
Tis true. this conſideration is not the effect d 
5 any ſtrength er wiſdom merely human, but ti 
oe ſole product of divine grace. This ſometia 
- gains fo abſolute a conqueſt over natural inelin 
tions, and exalts fleſh and ſenſe to ſo high 2 
gree of reſignation and perfection, that wha, 
men we cannot but refuſe, and have viclent « a ent 1 
fnions to, as chriftians We ꝗ82 emb tur cr 
880 are entirdy ſatisfied with, | Cal 
When rin Ars we feel in ae * gion 
en e powerful, ſo noble, ¶ low 
not only to bear, but even to love and delight 1 
che croſt: when we conquer and bring into u 
- Colute ſubjection theſe bodies, and their appetifWſok f. 
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verities, when we induſtriouſy Ai Saas - * 7 
nd wealth, bear injuries and infamy contented- 
, deſpiſe ourſelyes, and even delight to be de- 
niſed by others, when we entertain the ſharpeſt ' i 
nixfortunes | with conſtancy and temper, and 
re ſo perfectly dead to the world, as no. longer 
o much as to deſire thoſe enjoyments and advan- 
ages, which recommend and ſwecten life to 
mankind, do not ſuppoſe that this is the work, or 
alls within the compats of man, for they Who 
epend upon their natural powers, or their own 
noſt exquiſite philoſophy, can never riſe ſo high, 
or thus abſtract their minds from mere matter 
nd ſenſe. - No principle, but that of holy truſt 
nd faith in God, is capable of acquiring ſuch di. 
ine operations. This ſtrength and reſolution © 
omes from heaven; No force leſs than almigh- 
y can beat down the fleſh: the world and the 
evil under our feet, none defeat and ſet us above 
de horrers and affaults of his malice and tempia- 
ons, leſs than his, who vanquiſh'd this old ſeg-—- 
nt upon the croſs, : and by ſo. doing, lancubed 3 
ur croſs to us too. Mee 
Call up then all thy abit reaſon 100 4 Wy 
gion: Remember whom thou haſt engaged is 
allow, and with all the reſolute fidelity duets | 
ven andebedicnce, ſet thy ſelf madly ey 2 1 
up his croſ who ſubmitted to die upon a | 
* for thy ſalvation, Prepare and diipoſe ay 
13 0 auer. hen hee 
en, Y 
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8 lurpriar, but, conſidering what infinite v 
af troubles incompads thee, and wait thee why 
; —— none have the nee, > of finding 
thee unprovided: were there a poſſibility of el. 
caping, we might then 'be allowed 10 Tontrive 
methods of declining our miſeries: but Knge the 
, cannot be ſhifted off, the only remedy we has 
left them, is readineſs to ſuffer. Cook. 
der it isthy Lord's Cup, and that he drank the 
| very bittareſt dregs ot it; remember it is he who 
ng giesit, and that ke therefore gives it, that thoy 
| may ſt be partaker of his ſufferings, in order to 
de made a more worthy partaker of his glotits 
Tis true, he was ſtrengtheged in his agouic 
by an angel, ſent from above, nor hal thou 
want ſupports proper for thy conditian, Lal. 
xxvii. But what theſe are, ar in what meaſure 
tt to be imparted; our Lard himſelf knows beſt ; 
And to his wiſe diſpaſal me muſi wholly leave i. 
Bnt all we have to do qurſelurs, is 10 ſecute an 
humble and patient diſpoſition... And echis ve 
| _ ſhould find le difficulty in, would we but fol- 
lo the pattern our ſaviour hath loft, of enduring 
| | thecrofs, and deſp:fing the ere. Jar ther glory ji 
+ ' Sefore hi, Heb. wii. And what can” recom» 
mend our ſuffering, what cogfum our: 
moe, than ta conſider, that bee light e 
bs =! ee e ee amement, ball auorik alt for ut 
4 ar more pwn un. ou eternal weight of. g/ayt 
a.of. whigh: they — 
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not worthy ſo much as to be named. A glory 
ſo exceeding, that if all the tribulations incident 
to all mankind were heaped upon one ſingl 
perſon; yet even ſo the recompence is infinitely 
above what ſuch a ſuffering could pretend to de- 
ſerve ; and heaven would be cheap and prudemt- 
ly bought, even at this vaſt expence, 
Eſteem thy ſelf then happy indebd, when 
hou canſt enjoy thy ſorrows, and find a ſenſible 
atis faction in ſuffering for Chriſt ; for this is in 
manner to attain heaven upon earth. A hap- 
nels, which no man can ever arrive at, ſo long 
s diverſities bim pain and diſcontent, and ad 


pprefſions... of ſpirit; for the folicitude, and 
onſtant labour to avoid calamities, will be ture! 


o proctice perpetmal diſquietu de. 
Suffering and dying ate not only necefſary 4 
cumbranees upon us, but the beſt and moſt 
uthentiek inſtances of oor virtue and obediener. 
is the buſigeſẽ and perfection of a chtiſtia g 
d do thus daily; and they who in good garnet, 7 
ply tkeppſelves to it, will quickly fiod their: 
Fections. raiſed, their ſtrength incfeaſed, their 
Paul was wrapt up into the third beavenng 
en ee mbc f this, r By” Þ 
Hioctions 2 Cor, Xii. And wherein the un- 
mmon privileges: of this eſpecial favourite con- 
di w learn ftom che mouth. of Chriſt hi- 
5, when he b, J will. bew bin bow great, of 


Foe > wy. So . - 


” au 


* 2 - 


" x * * - P 
1 N 7 , 7 . 5 
ä 1 Nan | 2 
= 7 ec = 1 . 5 C i - * 
7 ', - 5 } - 4 : * 
— - 7. , - - 
o Li Y , . : | 
. , * „ * a - - g + 
* = 2 : 1 6 


e 
* 


156 © Of the Imitation of Jute Cnmier, | 


things. be muſt ſuffer for my name's ſake. Sup. 
poſe. then, you could be admitted to his extafiey 
and revelations, yet even theſe, tis plain from 
bis example, would not exempt you from trou- 
ble and offerings, for the more you are' loved, 
and the more vehemently you love, and are de. 
firous to pleaſe your Saviour, the greater proof 
of this kind you muſt expect to give. 
| Conſider thoſe | apoſtles, who went awiy 


from their perſecutors rejoicing that they were 
*| accounted worthy to ſuffer for | the ſabe e Cbril, 
Acts v. And learn from thence to covet and 
| | value the honour and dignity of enduring pain 
and poverty, perſecution and reproach. For 
this would ſeem no mean promotion, but a fi- 
your reſerved for thoſe whom God is kindeſt to; 

did we but look back upon the gain it brings to 

| - ourſelves, the glory to our maker, the joy to faint 
And angels, and the benefit to our brethren, who 
| ſhall obſerve, and be encoutaged by our ſtedfaſſ. 
neſs, and patience, and holy perſeverance, Nay, 
even the wicked and carnal minded will be mo- 
ved by ſuch examples. For there is ſo manifcl 
a coherence and decency, in ſubmitting to any 
|  adyecrfities which it ſhall pleaſe God to lay upon 
us, and even they who have not the heart to imi- 


tdc,ate, yet will not be able to forbear applauding 
and admiring the pattern we ſet tbem | 
Won we indeed weighthings in e dag bl 
lance, tis very unreaſonable we ſhould decline 
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that | 
ret hardſhips for the world, than any | he thinks 
fit to call us to. And ſhall humour, or paſſion, 
or temporal intereſt be ſuffered to ptevail upon 
us more powerfully than duty? Eſpecially, 


{elves and the world, the nobler adyances we 
make towards God and life everlaſting? Theſe 
are refined privileges, for which no man is qua- 
lify'd till he be fir 


in a ſoul; till the droſs of earth and ſenſual appe 
tites be firſt purged off. Aſſure your ſelf, that 
ſuffering for, and in obedience to Chriſt, is not 


advantageous for your ſelf, and that which con- 
tributes moſt to the ſoul's healch of any thing 
that can happen inſthe preſent ſtate, And would 


this would be firſt in our wiſhes, 
before all the outward 
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ſuffering for Chriſt, when it is ſo very apparent, , | 
we ate well content to undergo much ſeve- 


whea that duty promotes an infinitely better inſ-! 
tereſt; and the more we are mortified to our- 


, firſt purify d in the furnace of ad- 
verſity, nor can ſpiritual and divine: graces dwell 


only the moſt acceptable thing to God, but really 


his moſt eminent ſaints? Who is 1o blind, az 
not to ſee, that the thing, in which they di- 
unguiſh'd their merit, was not the larger degree 


of their revelations, or the pleaſures they ehen a. 
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the prejudices fleſh and blond lie under, ſuſſer 
us to diſcern and confider matters impartiallß; 
and prefer red N 
den all the outward proſperity, er inward t. 
a this world can give. For who would 
nd be ambitious of reſembling our Lord, and 
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| Ard we may be very certain, that if Chriſt b 
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but the number end extremity of their afflict ion r 
Aid we may be very certain, that if Chriſt hq 
own any better way to hcaver than by eroſ, 

$ and. patience, he would-: 
| ae and recommended it to his bull 
wants, and deareſt. friends But ſiner his ow 
example, and his conſtant directions declare, that 
if any man will come. {6 bim, ls 775 deny baſh, 


and tale up bis of uke, xi, 
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7 0 8 and the ſoul of his 1 i 
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5 152 5 che ears, „ SR ae 
lent attention drink in the ſoft and gentle W 
ers of his ſpirit ; and continue obftinately d 
| thou inſiunations of this delbd 
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| world. And doubly bleſſed are they, who; hear 
the ſound of truth, not only in the outward ad- 
miniſtrations of the Word, but by the inward 
and familiar communications and motions of in- 
fuſed grace. Bleſſed thoſe eyes, which are ſhut 
to all the alluring objects of the world, and con- 
ſtantly wakeful and open to the affairs of the 
_ ſoul, and turned inward upon one's ſelf. Bleſ- 
fed are they whoſe ſharper ſight enters deep, and 
pie rces into the ſecret and ſublimg myſteries of 
heavenly truth, purified and prepared by ſpiritual 
mueditations and daily exerciſe. of holy duties. 
© Bleſſed indeed are they, ho. diſcngate them. 
ſelves from all worldly incumbrances, and there- 
dy gain leifure and e for attending 
continually upon God alone. 
Conſider this my foul, and ſhake off Cnſual de- 
| fires, which muſt be firſt abandoned, before thou 
canſt liſten with due reverence and attention to 
fthoſe things which the Lord thy God will-ſpeak. 
And O, what comfortable ia Wray are thoſe, 1 
| am thy peace, thy life, thy ſalvation, and exceeding 
| great reward, John xiv. Gen xvii. Come unte 
me, thou that art weary and heavy laden, and thou 
holt find reſt unto thy ſoul, Mat. xi. Ser thy af- 


| febtions on things above, and not on things on the | 


BD earth, Coloſ. iii. For the things that are e ſeen are 


5 temporal, but tbe things that are noi ſeen are eter- | 
nal, 2 Cor. iv. What are all things here below, 
. CIR ro and any 7”: And what 
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vould it profit a man to gain, though i it were 
all the creatures, if he be forſaken and caſt off by 
his creator? In him alone is. pleafure and joy 
ind glory. Therefore abandon thoſe cheating 
adows, and embrace the only ſubſtantial good. 
vid a final adieu to the deceits of the world, and 
place all thy love and endeavours upon thy God, 
or in his ſervice and acceptance thou ſhalt attain 
he end oß thy deſires, the fruit of thy ann. 
aid a tuition and true POR, tot 720 


c 'H A P. II. | 
© Gd; is in the fnol fill v voice. ER of 1 
| DISCIPLE. | 


PEAK, Lord, "for: thy ſervant beareth, 1 
Sam. iii. Behold I am thy ſervant, and the 
n.of thy bandmaid; O give me underſtanding, .. 
at I may learn tby commandments, Pal. cxix. 
icline my ſoul to the words of thy mouth, which . 
oþ down as the rain upon the tender berb, and, 
2 ently, like dew upon the graſs, Deut. xxxii. 
he raelites indeed be ſought Moſes heretofore, ./. 
deal theu unto us, and ue will bear, but let not 
od. ſpeak unto us, left ie die, Exod. xx. 19. But 

it not be done unto me, my God, 1 cc Ty 
uſe to make my bumble tition in the. pro- 5 
ct Samuels an Spool, fe 10 r thy = 
c 8 W 5 * 


* a . 1 
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leareth. Let not Moſes, nor any of the prophey 
de my only inſtructor, but do thou thy ſelf alf 
' _ youchſfafe to teach me by thy ſelf. For thoy 
rt the fountain of all their light and knowledge. 
They could not utter truth without thy inſpita- 
tion and heavenly direction, but thou art eſſen. 
tial wiſdom and truth, and canſt communicate 
chy ſelf e ffectually 40 my ſou.. 
Ikubeir words, alaſs, were air and empty ſound 
PFPhen not inſpiredby thee, but thine alone are 
ſpirit and life. Their expreſſions may be pro. 
per, their arguments moving, but unleſs thay 
|. break filence, my ſoul will ſtill continue deaf 
and inſenſible. They deliver the words, but 
'- thou art the interpreter, and letteſt me into the 
due and bidden ſenſe of theit molt abſtruſe ors 
cles. Their books are ſealed, and only thy han 
can open and explain them. From them ny 
©: receive: the command, but only from thee th 
 _ diſpoſition to obey, and the whole power of 
| _- performing it. They ſhew the way, but thot 
im pa: teſt ſtrength to-walle therein; all they car 
do, is ſtill remote and without ub. Thou only 
e ntereſt into the foul, and by a ſecret conveyance 
| putt truth in the inward parts.” Faul u. 
Plant, and Apollbs warer, 1 Cor. ili. but except 
thou be pleaſed 1 give tbe mcreaſe, the word wi 
treu unto thee word, and acumpliſs no” part di 
tie end, whireunto thou-ſenteſt-ir. © The voice of 
eit cy plerces our c hut the kuceving whit 
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cry, and the impreſſion upon our hearts, is 


yy peculiar gi 
"Therefore, 1 cannot but again n 2 
race and metey, and beg, that Mo/es may not 


xk to me, but thou, my Lord, my God, the 
nly and eternal ruth, leſt-I die; not by the 
rrors of thy thundering voice, but by the as - 
al communications of thy will. For ite '4 
ſtructed and admoniſhed 2 outward mini- 
ration =- , and be not inwardly diſpoſed, 2 7 
nice il ee 2 — 

1 i aggtavate my wen 
Fot chin is the dreadful conſequence of 
| e word, preebed nor profiting, uben , 1 3: n0k, 
xed with faith in tbem that bear it, eb, ir 
d mixed with faith thou knowoeſt it cannot be; 
xt ſeeonded and enforced dy the voice i 
i ualeſs thou incline me to love the D 
, and enable me faithfully. to fulfil the de- 
:< te U believe. Speak therefore, Lord, 1, lay, a 
to thee thy fervant liſtens gladly, for tba 
the words of eternal life, Jobn ir. Speak 
fully o my ſoul, and carry the ia ving 
s home to my conſciende and affections, a, if 
words. may bring comfort and peace, tear. 
og edc 0 — we: attentive * * 
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IN c E che m ſor, thou ſo _ 
$1 deſireſt to bear my voice, 22 22 thine 
ai to my wotds.* Words, which. well defer 
and will abundantly reward thy moſt 'diliges 
attention ; for they ate ſweet and attraftir 
far above all the engaging arts of human el 
quence ; uſeful and inactive, beyond the mal 
Aaboured ſyſtems of Philoſophy. The'wiſdan 
of his welle could not invent, ot order, nor c 


it comprehend them. The myſterious 


- comprehiend ; nor. eanſt thou enter Into. 
—_ till be by that light from whenc 
iy flow.” precepts are. Dundas ſpiritog 

Bre lp impure heart. can find 
rcliſh in. My every word is of weight; 
ſpoken, not to entertain the curious, and pl F 
_ {enfual ears, hut to ſubdue the heart, and con 
_ manda'firift obedience. Heat therefore, | 
hear as becomes | thee, with reſpectful filend 
80g entire ſubmiſſion ; with profound and : 
ul bomility ; with an earneſt defice to be taught 


and fincere and vigorous CO, of doing: 


— 


1 ö 
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Diſeip fe. ) own the uin rote: and 
heartily khowledge, with th holy 9 
that bleſſed is the man whom thou chaſteneſt, 0 
Lord, and teacheſt. bim in thy law; that thou 
nayeſt give bim ftrength in time of adverſi ity beſt ; 
be fall away with the ungodly. | 

Cbriſt.) That prophet ſpoke. what 1 inſpired, 
and ſo did all thoſe holy men of old; for they 
were all of my ſending. Nor is my care. at all 
abated now, tho the effects of it maybe leſs vi- 
fible. For * who taught them then, continue 
teaching ſtill; propoſing univerſal falvation, tho” 
the terms thereof are not univerſally regarded. 


For there are many deaf to all my charms, and 


therefore deaf becauſe they ſtop their ears, hate 
my inſtructions, and will 2 none of my re Profi. 
They liſten to the world much rather than o 
God, and are more diſpoſed to obey their own 

corrupt and ſenſual appetites, than his pore and 
heavenly will. The world invites them with - | 
ſhort arid tranſitory, trifling and empty joys, and 
they greedily engage in its ſervice, I covenant for 
eternal and excellent rewards, and the inſenſible | 
wretches will not conſider, .. nor think them 


worth their acceptance. This folly is univerſal, . 
for few among the ſons of men, expreſſes half chat 144 


zealand eee that ſolicitous defire to OY 
pleaſe, and dutiful fear to offend, in his deport- 


ment towards, me, which he does in matters fe- 


* 


_ to ny would, or in ee bo. Fc by 
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upon earth ? Cokfider this, ad bloſh * ſhame, 

© for what, but ſhiinte 4nd confuſion of fate; can 
be the effect of thy reflection upon this unwer- 
| thy uſage, this mot abſurd folly ? 
_ A'ſmmall preferment is eſteemed u valuable con- 
Aderativh for long and painfatjourotys. Men 
fly for it eagerly, and haſten they can to get 
| ground of t eir competitors, this is every one's 
| care, and it is accbunted a reproach to be neglt- 
gent in ſuch purſhits, But, when advancement 
to heaven and eternal happineſs is offet d, they 
EF are flothful and unacłive, zn# ſcarce u man is to 
| bc found, who thinks it worth white to mend 
bis pace, or ſets dne ſtep for ward to meet, or to 


fſecure to bimſelf fo glorious an . advancement. 
A Hitle ſordid gain e moſt mers induſtry, 
F = trifling ſam embroils them in tedious expen- 
five ſvits, and irteconcilable hatrede, and promi- 
ſes of things ſcarce worth their having, they are 
content to drudge for, to loſe the eate of their 
E days, and the ffecp. of their nights, and think 
Pp their toil and cute well - id; if they can com- 
. : — 2 paſs them at tft But a ſdbſtaiitia) and un- 
. e a recompi iter than they 
| Kkvew how to value] iftly, immortal ory, and 
the honours of the ſaints, ure funk 10 low in 
. wWietehed mens eſtæem, that che leaſt pains und 
E hargdfhip ate thovght't6o much 10 acquire them. 
| And art thou not aſhained, lazy, inſenſible, 
| | Mong 1 ye * children of wc 
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_ ſhould purſue death and ruin, "nh a more 
induſtry and zeal, than thou canſt nd 
in thy heart to beſtow upon Immortal life and 
happineſs? Shall toys and vanities win mo 
upon their affections, than ſolid and true good 
can upon thine? Nay, even thoſe vanities, whoſe 
very enjoyments are empty, do often mock their 
hopes, and.are never enjoyed at all: their friends 
promiſe: and Wen they they labour, but cannot 
attain : but my promiſes are without repent- 
ance, none taxech me with breach af faith, or 
can complain, that his dependance upon my 
word hath at any time diſappointed him. For 
I require only love and perleverance, andif theſe ' | 
are not wanting, I anſwer to the full, nay, I far 
exceed, my ſervants largeſt withes and longing 
SN. Yet falſe and ſickle men can eaſi 
ly revolt, and the God who cannot lye, calls and 
promiſes in vain: I am the ſure rewarder, of 
all that diligently ſeek me; and fharp tem 
tions, theſe are not marks of my dilploalacs. but 
wiſely order d, and kindly intended, to prove che. 
ſincerity of my areas zeal, and to nee 7 
their yirtues, 5 
Write then my 
them in deep 
them diligently, 


words in thy Heats, Sri. | 
and laſting characters, ponder .. 
for thou halt find them a ſea- 


iyal and adverſity; What reading only hath - 
not N wy RO 2 EL and! | 1 
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ſonable relief and neccflary ſuppott in che day of ' . | 
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| make ain. For I do not always viſit, my, cho. 
ſen alike. Sometimes the comforts of my grace 
' - are proper, at others, the withdrawing thoſe 
| © comforts, and bringing their patience and con- 
\ Nancy to the touch- ſtone, by outward calamities 
and inward anguiſh of ipirit, | Thus I daih 
train them up in goodneſs, by chaſtiſing and 
making Wick hate their fins, and cultivating 
and encouraging, their advancement in virtue, 
The one diſpenſation engages their love af me, 
the other ſpeedily abates theit fondneſs for the 
F world, But loſt and wretched is that: ſtupid 
creature, upon whom theſe methods make no 
|. juſt imprefſion ; for be that rejecteth me, and re- 
ceiveth not my ond amt on? that i hin 
E: #7 the {af 155 
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7 


. ere beovenly 2 and dais 


22 L O R D. my God; thou art. any all 
* my only good : but who, alas, am], that 
1 ſhould, take upon me to ſpeak to ſo great, ſo 
Sborioae a majeſty? 7 ſinful duſt and aſhes ; 
a wretched worm; leſs than the leaſt of all thy 
ſervants: much leſs, much viler, and more dei- 
|: pe, en Kaare to Os or am 12 5 to en- 


* | 
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refs. or conceive. . And this very vilenefs, Lord, 
beg thou wouldſt in mercy remember, that ſo 
y helpleſs deſolate condition may move thy 
oder pity, to a miſerable creature, who neither 


n- ble 
ies nor bath, nor can do any thing, without thee. 

ily or thou only art good, and holy, and powerful?ß 
nd d that of power ſo immenſe, of mercy fo dif-: 


ve; that thou filleſt all things with thy good-  - 
s: and none but thoſe guilty ſouls, who refuſe 
partake of thy grace, are ſhut out from its kind 


me, | | 

the Wduences, Behold me then hungring and thirſt- 
pid Wis after thy righteouſneſs,and let me not be ſeat _ 
no Whipty away. Call vp thy bowels, and retnem- 
re. thy compaſſions and old loying-kindnefles ; 


d fill my ſaul with thy grace and heavenly dii- 
itions, that it may be a dwelling fit to enter- 

n that bleſſed inhabitant, who will not take up 
abode in defiled and unſanctified places. 


But how can I furniſh a bouſe for my Lord, 
cept he will vouchſafe to aſſiſt and ſupply my 
nts? How can I ſuſtain the miſeries and temp- 
ions of a troubleſome dangerous world, except 
du graciouſly interpoſe and ſupport my weak - 
6 Turn not then. thy face away from me; 
ther delay thy fatherly care: for if thou grant 
refreſhing dews and water not my heart, with ' {| 


„tion. 


' grace, it will remain a dry and barren 
und, Teach me, dear God, to know and do 
will; and with fincere humility, and un- 
aied zeal, enable me to perſevere in my obe. 
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dience. For thou art my wildam, and my gl 
teouſneſs : my infitmities are not hid from the 
thou knoweſt me perfectly, and underſtoodeſt d 
my. defects, not only before I was born, but ex 
long before this world i it ſelf was made. 


3 CHAP, v. 
vn tundy with thy Ged, and wn him | 
Gs ; 
CHRIST, 


thy dangers, but let not theſe diſcourage th 
'.-., Endeavours. Seek and love the truth; __y 
| -  thineheart be right with me, and all hall ce 
NT x thy everlaſting happineſs. - For truih werf 8 
|  _- crrity will be thy protection. and defend ti 
1 5 8 from the aſſaults of the Devil, and the 
FO temptsof wicked and deceitful men. Thoſe wi 
E * ate tbus fet free, Pall be free indeed, John 1 
5 nor ſhall the allurements, or the diſcourageme: 
- of enemies to che truth, de abe or divert t 
_ fromthy duty. .- 
"Difeiple. ] True, * And this perf 
YH | makes me more ec to implocs thy ali 
4 tance. "That thou who art truth igſelf, wou| 
-* thro' thy infinite meroy condeſeend tovinktrof 
- ahd direct me; to-preferve and protect me 
e ſnares ow _ 8 che, to pieces: 


den 
"Wo e 


1 DO, indeed, my ſon, W thy frailig 
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the 
_ om all corrupt and inordinate 
As 2 * my own happy experience may 


thy ſervice perfect freedom. 


ly di 
dily diſpoſe 


ptance. Reflect with ſad remorſe upon 
y paſt offences, let the remembrance of 5 
der thee vile in thy own eyes, and take hee 

t no confidence in thy beſt actions ſwell thee / 
h dangerous conceits of thy own deſerts, For 
it is thou art a ſinner, laden with guilt and 
Dy grievous infirmitics z prone in thy ow... 
ure to vanity, eaſily ſeduced, quickly diverted 
m good reſolutions, and ſoon overcome. . 


infinitely more in truth, chan thou. 0 
y ſenſible of. . 


art, or doeſt, delude with falſe appeatances 


elf worth and perfection · let not thy 9 
be ſeduced to follou / vain and wretched obs - 


0 think * 9 can . mY pris, 


| 1 my Fe 1 and eſtablich he unto the end! 


avince me of what I already believe, and ren= 


Chr. ) My children cannot be more Lea - 
ſpoſed = theſe bleſſings, than I am 
d and pleaſed to grant them. Hear 
refore the truch, _ how thou mayeſt re- 

mmend thy ſelf to my everlaſting favour and 


ſight temptations, In ſhort, no excellence 


ongs to'thee, which can in any degree juſtify 
pride or oſtentation; but infinite MY 7 


re are to exerciſe thy bumility and lamenta- 


t not then e l of any thing 25 
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J or e thy love and pains: except fud 
only as are certain and eternal. Let truth bet] 
chief delight, for this is unchangeable : let th 
own unworthineſs be the chief object of thy h 
tred and contempt, for this is the vileſt, the jut 
teſt thing, upon which thou can'ſt vent difple 
ſure. Fear and decline no calamity, compari 
| to ſin. For no loſs, no worldly difapointmen 
| dr diſaſters can have ſo diſmal conſequences 
4 = theloG of à good conſcience and God's far 
by busen his righteous commandments, 
[ Some men are more concerned for ſubtility 
W  Kknbwledgein religion, than ſor an humble a 
= Afincere obedience» They are acted by a ſpirit 
pride and curioſity, and effect to penetrate i 
myſteries of faith: and value themſelves mu 
more for being able learnedly to diſpute for tru 
than for adorning it by their lives, and rendri 
that knowledge effectual to ſalvation. Thi 
men generally fall into dangerous foares, | 
my face againſt their arrogance, and ſuffer the 
to periſh thro! the vanity of their own imagin a 
ons. 1 
But do thou employ thy mind upon other l 
or enquiries, and account it greater wiſdom to 
a perfect knowledge of thy own Works, d 
thoſe of almighty God. His ways are unſeen 
Ale en wh xc 2 out Rom. X. but thy c 
art neceflary to be ſcrui inouſſy examined. 
* conſideration of theevil choy baſt dons, 
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fac he good thou bat left undone, ll worn. Wo 
e th better account, than thy elaborate ſpeculations, 
th e 3 divine — and counſcls. Some 
| their religion in ages, ſome in ood. \ 
* ms" ſome i ＋ an outward N and pomp 3 of” 
pie devotion, meaſuring their pisty, by the number, 
arab of the prayers they repeat, the ſermons they 
mei hear, the meals they abſtain from: others hon- 
ces, ¶ ¶ our me with their lips, and talk tamiliacly of 
far me, whoſe hearts I am as utter a ſtranger to, as 
nts, their allowing me no place i in their thoughts and 
lity ffettions can make me. But ſome again, with 
e ¶ ut ſuch formal are men of true ſpiri- 
piritſual wiſdom, and inward purity ; their defires | 
te i d converſation are i in heaven, and earthly elle | 
_ muPertaiaments arte no longer welcome to them 
r trol hey even grudge thoſe hours, which the)neceſs  _ 
end ry cares for ſup — Te es 25 
Ide be greater concerns ſouls. And theſe 
wes, men, that lend a willing ear, and bring 
r truly tractable to the instructions aF 
5 ſpirit: wy them be reigns and triimphbs. For: 
| ing overcome. the corrupt inclinations of flcſh' © vl 
ioipifed them wich a true chriſtian bravety 
Howl, they contemn the tre, cherous vanities. 
this L oo lay out all chrir love and la- 
dur that better. world, "which, 
Il Gd 4 fit to admit them into it, t 
W anticipaic, by. ws _"_o. "98 
| Fade 7 aa it. 


loving kindneß alone, O father of mercies, and 
Sod of all conſolation, are owing 
Ports, with which the ſoul of thy unworthy, fer: 


- lone be the praiſe. To thee; O father; with thy 
only begotten ſon, and the bleſſed 


_ weak, and my virtut i: 

be ſupported 
be cheriſhed, unleſs thou illuminate my foul 
= 2 revive = "ens with * heavealy comfort. 


into that ſoul, for Which thou haſt expreſſel 

ſi great a tenderneſs, and let thy 
me wich gladneis: for thou art my 

joy and my ꝑloty, 18 hope: and mn Feluge | 

VB the day of diſtreſs. res 
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1 A UD and magnify thay glorious name, 
O father of heaven, father of our Lord Jeſus 
Cpt, for all the goodneſs and tender compaſ 
. fions, with which thou haſt been pleaſed to rc 
member and relieve my miſery. - For unto thy 


* 


af * * 


= 
N | o — F 


all the - ſup 


vant hath been at any time refreſtid in the 
midſt of my troubles. And therefore to thee 2 


ſpirit the com 
forter, will-I render praiſe, honour, and thank. 
giving for evermore, Deſcend then, bleſſed God, 


relence Ml 
altb,:m 


I muſt confeſs with) oon that- my love 4 
not can*o 


without thy grace, or the othe 


1 


5 W 
* 
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iGr me "with ARA and ts me to dips 
voder thy holy diſcipline. Deliver and purify . | 
ay heart from all core pt affections, and irregn- 
ar paſſions 3 heal my ſ — diſeaſes and take 
wi that droſs and filth, which obſtruct my 
durer delights of divine love, diſcompoſe my pa- 
jence, and ſhake | my reſolutions of 7 
ance... 5 
For love is great and powerful, an, excellent” 
irtue, and a laudable exciter to good actions. 
t lightens the heavieſt burthens, makes difficul 
es eaſy and ſmooths the tugged ways of duty, 
ikes out the bitterneſs of ſufferings, and gives 
hem a delightful reliſh. This is the principle, 
hich fires us with a vigorous. and active zeal, 
pires brave and noble attempts, and ſpurs us 
0 with an impatient deſire of attaining higher 
grees of perfection. For love ever labours ese 
+ uppermoſt, and diſdains to take up with the | 
v and vulgar atchievements. It hates con- 
ement, and would fain get looſe from all 
orldl affections, that ſo its inward and ſpiritu- 
proſpects may not be intercepted, by any 
3 good or 7 evil, which darken and block 
up. In love is the perfection of pleaſure ang 
ib vit is higher than heaven; broader than "me 
- it falls > « ſpacious univerſe, for it is 7 
'n of God; the firſt and beſt of all his crea- . i 
es, and it came from him, ſo it never reſts til 
ave * above all finite e and center 7295 135 9 


N — 


does every thing with cheat fulneſs and pleaſure 
5 ene no im . to ſtop him in his courk, 


zn and from whom is derived all perfection, 


| - where the Fite continues ſtrong, 
bag Ae by floth and faint-heartedneſs. * 


7% hour nor oppreſſ⸗ with” affliction, nor diſcou- 
1 72 ged by fear; but like clear and ſtrong flame, 
i Peak mounting: upwards, aud makes | 
Way thro' all oppoſition, _ It cries' continual) 
in the eats ( for fervent love is that cr 

* pierces the NY the moſt high ;_ 

. N af 2285 we Wa with it, 5 1; no 


whence it o/iginally ſprong, 


 ahd be the quality of that what it will, it only 


thinks i 


85 of al all ſenſe of difficulty, 
And hence proceed thoſe great and aftbniſhing 


. 


176 Of 15 Imitation 7 Jrave cen. 
gain in that only, that infinite good, from 


The perſon excited by it flies with eaper haſts 


gives all things liberally, and yet poſſeſſes al, 
been his ſoul is united to that ſupreme good, 


He looks not ſo much at the gift as the giver; 


ſerves to render him more thankful to its author, 
Love knows no''þounds, no meaſure, but 
it can never do enough, and attempts 
things even above its ſtrength, not conſidering 
ſo much what it is able, ab what it is defirons and 
diſpoſed to effect, the vehemence of deſire take 
and thinks nothing 6 
great, but that it ay and ovght to aith at it 


attaintnents, Which' love daily brings to pak, 
and is nd 


Lobe is eternally awake, never tired with K- 


wbic | 
all ot (oft 


g 


a 


i 


_——_ * " 
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vis effect my God, my love thou err my at. 
1 * entirely thine. Ealarge my hr a 
_— of yet more love, that I may 
bd to upon the ſweetneſs af "heavenly 
ſfections and even difolye and loſe my ſelf i in | 
nen extaſies of this delectable 
. Increaſe ang inſpire this divine flame, that” 
ot content to excel others, I may daily excel 
ny ſelf, Teach me the ſong of a ak receive 
ne bn high, to Aan is my N 
th, and fill me with ſuch raptutes of joy and 
reiſe, that even ſenſe and life hy be ſwallowed . 
p in blifs. - Let me love thee much more why 
n my ſelf ; nay, love my ſelf and all good 
en, to-whom thou art dear, only in and for 
hee ; for fo thou baſt commanded i in that law _ 
flove, which is but as it were a beam and tadi- 3 
; of thy glorious and divine excellence. 
The love of God is quick in its motions, ſin-— 
ere in its intentions, — and zealous in ge- | ; 
jon ; ſweet to the foul, brave in attempting, pa- 
in enduring, faithful in executing, prudent . 
ation, ſlow in Rs, 23 and man- 
„ and ſeeks not to perſon's ſelf; hut 
te perſon beloved. | ogg where a man ſeeks on- 
his own advantage, there intereſt, not love, iq 
ie principle upon which he moves. Love 1 
autiong and circumſpeR, fincere and humble ; 9 1 
ot ſoft and effeminare, not fickle and fnteft - 
i not 8 of vanities; 8 ſober and grave, 
. | . Want "IM 


tt⸗hat no clouds ſhould ever intercept the cheering 


ons, which the divineprovidence judges fit to in- 


* 2 1 4 \ 
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f os of th Initain of J 6 TD « Cunnor | 
i chaſte and — conftant and 8 Gvere and 
reſerved.” This di ſpoſes us to ſubiniffion and re. 
ſpect to our ſuperiors: to a mean and modeſt o. 
pinion of our ſelves: to gratitude and devotion 
towards God: it inſpires hope and godly truf, 
even in times of calamity and diſcomfort, And 
nevallary" it is that it ſhould do ſo, fince no man 
is ſo happy as to love without pain, or always to 
live under the light of God's countenance, ſo u 


warmth. * bis favour, and create iam ejected 
iatervals. | 
That man e A not che en 

of one that loves God, who is not ſincerely diſ- 
poſed and heartily content to ſuffer any 12 


flict: or thinks much to do whatever his will de. 
clares proper to be perfotmed. In a word, the 
ſparpeſt and moſt unpalatable proofs of our vis 
tue, declart beſt the fervency and ſincerity of it 

and if diſaſters ar grievous eee cool or draw 
off our affections, this is an argument, that the 
man is not yet what the Apaſtie requires we 
ſhould all be, rooted and EN in an A 
a, 17. Nr 8 47 34 
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| 'n x TY E obſerved my ſon, my ad of 
{ divine love; but thou, alas, art not yet at- 


d N 
ring ed to tat reſolute bravery and rr there. | 
Qed eſcribed. 4 8 


Diſci pe 1 Lord, make me ſenſible wherein I 5 
ail, and teach me how to amdend iii: 72 

Cbriſt. JA ſmall temptation ſhocks hy Ober 1 
jence. Thou ſtarteſt at difficulties, and falleſt 
om thy own ſtedfaſtneſs. if I ſeem to withdraw. * 


. 2 jy 
þ 4 — 
FO 
* * - * 
* a 


0 in. 
11 6 Wy favour. The comforts and aſſiſtance of gra- 
„the are to be z&aloully prayed for, but not with 
rw. Ppatience: nor mayeſt thou fo ſer thy heart u- 
of: Da chem, as preſently to recoil,” if ſuch 
drawMPP!ics do not at all times anfwer thy expectati- 
t then. 1 hide my face to .try thy courage: for tru: 
iſtian | maghanimiry is tnoſt eminently ſeen in 


dubles and diſtreſſes, in turning the deaf ear 
all thoſe” crafty in ſinuations of the enemy, 
ich take the advantage of deep and melancho- 
perplexity of heart, to ruin and ſeduce unſta- 5 00 
ſouls, by reducing them to deſpair. This virtue 
vices in proſperity, but does it with ſuch tem | 
as not to be offended, and backſlide by rene 2 9 
adverfty, . WINS. > we 4 
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x | * giver, conſiders the kindneſs and - -diſpolii 
$ of his friend, and values the gift by char, not by 
= its own quality and inrinfick worth. He find 
more real ſatii faction in my affection than in th 
moſt profuſe and deſirable e which floy 
from it. Not that 1 would condemn. ll douty 
and ſad miſgivings; for thoſe are incident to th 
beſt men, and the infirmities of nature adm 
not ſuch perfect eveni ſs of mind, as it is alu 
like . with the love and delights 1 nc 
| neſs, Thoſe ſenſible pleaſures that good, me 
ſometimes feel themſelves tranſported with; u 
the effect of bounty and favour, and great i 
dulgence, not — and inſeperapfe conk 
quences of virtue. The ſweet foretaſtes of he 
venly joys are ſuch as you cannot depend upn 
till brought to the fruition o that land ot Nc 
= And therefare no juſt concluſions can! 
| . drawn. from thence, to the prejudice of tho 
= whewant them, becauſe in this life they 
nian at diſcretion, and frequeotly wake w 
for a ſeverrt and more ſeaſonable di cipline,” A 
when chat diſcipline takes place, Was erf 
ian well doing, to ſtrive manfully againſt 
3 3 of fleſh and blood, * Pola out | 
. deipe of all the. importunities and diſcouragi 
ſuggeſtions of the teinpter; this is a proof of 
inal bravery, and 7 ſuch valiant con 
eee 55 e brig 
n, es 
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1. 6 the i of ja. Gast, „ 
— O e 
Let 3 therefore, and 2 ien 
ich, not fancy and imagination, govern thy be- 
zviour ;/ and, aftef what manner: ſocver ib 
jul is affecteti, let thy intentions of obedience be 
ll the ſame, and thy perſeyerance bnkroken, 
pmetimes perhaps thou art all capture and 5 Joys» 
id theſe extaſies are not what the pro 
old ſuppoſe, mere dreams and deluſions 2 
metimes again thou wilt relapſe into weakneſs 
d wandrings, theſe are not thy choice, but thy 
bfvrtuins, nor dolt thou create tbem to by 
but ſuffer them with much regret. Now - 
hat is not the man's own act, ſhall never be 
pured to hic as a faulf; and what is thus 
God's permiſſion, or the frailty of nature, if 
hely managed, will tend to thy advantage, and 
ber i dae * endanger thy pie ty. Wb" 
This indeed you muſt know; and conflandirs -- 
T _ that the inveterate enemy of fouls iy 
'by all means to cool your zeal. + 
2 and gr takes hold * 19 3 
1 to lacken yout devotion, to prevail with | 


 tondglect, oc abate. of, your prayers: auc 
"il Skis; to divert your of 
ade bis — and fix them upon ob- 


vof a different Kind, to beat you off from that 
rug, Which ought always to be kept upo#: | 
ful; and to determiie your good inten- | 
and repeated reſolutions. He conveys m 
N 82 * car yer? hen. 
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moſt profuſe and deſirable benefits which floy 
ffom it. Not that I would condemn ll doubu 


neſs, Thoſe ſenſible 
the effect of bounty and favour, and great in- 


ll broughrto the ae that land ot jr 


draun from thence, to. the prejudice of thoſe 


for a ſeverer and more ſeaſonable diſcipline,” And 
 wheri that diſcipline takes place, then to 
in well doing, to ſtrive manfully agaiaſt all the 
F  relugtances of fleſh and blood, and hold out is 
| | deſpite of all the importunities and diſcouraging 
| fuggeſtionsof the teinpter; this is a proof of uu 
| ſpickual bravery, and entitles. ſuch valian 
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che giver, condiders the kindneſs and -diſpoliior I 1 


of his friend, and values the gift by chat, not by 
its own quality and intrinfick worth. He 6nd 
more real ſatiifaction in my affection than in the 


and ſad miſgivings, for thoſe are incident to the 
beſt men, and the infirmities of nature admit 
not ſuch perfect evenuit ſs of mind, as it is alway 
alike affected with the love and delights. of holi. 
ſible pleaſures that good, men 
ſometimes feel themſelves tranſported with; an 


ſary and inſeperable conſe, 
quences of virtue. The ſweet foretaſtes of hes. 
venly joys are ſuch as you cannot depend upon, 


dulgence; not neceſſary 


raiſe. And therefore no juſt coneluſions can be 


. 


he want ther, becauſe ih this life they un 
given. at. diſcretion, and frequently make vn 


t com- 


| t 
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Let reaſon therefore, and a e | 
faith, not fancy and imagination, govern thy be- 
aviour; and, after what manner ſoever the. 
foul is affected, let thy intentions of obedicnce be 
ill the ſame, and thy perſeyetance bnkroken, 
Sometimes perhaps thou art all capture and joy. 

d theſe extaſies are not what the prophane | 

orld ſuppoſe, mers dreams and deluſions: 
metimes again thou wilt relapſe into weakneſs 
1d wandrings, theſe are not thy choice, but thy 
hisfortune, nor doſt thou create them to bx 
, but ſuffer them with much regret. Now - 
vhat is not the man's own act, ſhall never be 
mputed to him as à faulf ; and what is thus 
God's permiſſion, or the frailty of nature, if 
ghtlf managed, will tend to thy 9 and. 
aher i e * endanger thy pics typ. 
This indeed you muſt know; and con dv -- 
member, chat the inveterate enemy. of fouls u 
 labouring by all means to cool your zeal.” 
ſe watches and greedily takes hold & all occa- 4 
ans to Nacken yout devotion, to prevail Witt 
u te nezleck, or abate of, your prayers: anc 
ber holy exerciſes ; to divert your c 44 
riſt atid his ſufferings, and fix them upon ob- 
as of a different king, to beat you off from that 
& rausch, Which oupht always to be kept upot#-: 
bur ſoul; and to determine your 
is, and 
wy and Fr "= x 
PE nor ad ec oh 


heart, 
8 : 


e ps} 


good intenti- f 2 
repeated felolutions. - Heicanveys mas- 
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NY uſes «chooſand feights and artifices, to repreſent 
religion a: tireſome, - tedious, and _unnecel. 
fary thing, and t draw off your attend- 
ance upon God: in 0 ers, in hearing his word, 
and in reading the ho ſerip tures. "And bappy 
be thinks binafelf, if by deg — he can draw you 
to a neglect of theſe IE" for nothing more 
provokes his malice, and croſſes his defigns, than 
to ſee ren frequently upon their knees, zealous 
in diſcovering and confeſſing their fins, devout 
and attentive cemers to church, and conſtant 
receivers of the Lord's Supper. When there- 
fore he would perſuade you to be cold. and fe- 
miſs in any matter of this nature, beſure to give 
no credit to his falſe and wheedling inſinvations, 
for they are ſo many ſnares laid to captivate and 
to deſtroy you, Turn ſmartly back upon him, 
with a ger thee belind me 1258 3.5 Bluſh, if 
thou canſt, unclean ipirit, at thy own treacherou 
villany, Fam well aware of thy deadly baits, and 
ſenſible that hell and death are upon the hock; 
thy ſiy deceits are loſt upon me, for I am 1e. 
ſolved already, and my jeſus, who vanquiſhed 
thee upon the croſs, will aſſiſt my weakaels, and 
enable me ro overeome thy temptations. Think 
nat to terrify me with difficulties ; for death and 
ſufferings are light calamities, in .compariſon of 
. gwlt and fin, and theſe I infinitely, rather | 
chan otice to comply with thy wicked motions. 
= Yes then and forever hol 1 pom, for 1 


* — * * * ' / © 
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will top my ears, and am from this minute in- 
flexibly deaf to thy moſt troubleſpme ſollicitati- ' 
ons, Thou thinkeſt to run down a poor weak 
mortal, but even that mortal is a match fer thee 
through Cbriſt that flrengthens him. And 
ſtrengthen me he will for The Lord is my light and 
alvat ion, whom then ſhall I fear? The Lord is 
thefprength of my life of whom then ſhall I be a- 
raid? Pal. xxvii. Tho' an boſt were banded to- 
getber againſt me, yet will | not be diſmay'd, for 
the Lord is my helper, and my God is the rock of 
wy Oe 77S ot 
Fight therefore the good fight, and follow the. 
captain of thy, ſalvation, like a ſtout ſoldier : 
nd, if at any time thou loſe ground through hu- 


and enter upon a ſecond engagement with re- 
doubled vigor; not doubting ſea ſonable aſſiſtanoe 


ure. Fer pride and arrogance ate of fatal con- 
equence, they often end in dangerous errors, and 
WH ge with almoſt. incurable blind- 


ndone by their on folly and my juſt indig- 
ation, be ſet before thy eyes, as ſo many ſea- 
arks, to warn there from ſteering the ſame 


of angerous courſe: and the greater conqueſts thou] 
wſ Nbtaineſt over the devil and thy own frailties, e 
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man infirmities, rally thy forces again quickly, 4 


rom me. But it at any time thou prove vice» . - 
ous, let not this ſucceſs exalt-thee beyond mea-.- 


the frequent examples of vain men, 


* 0 . ” 4 
M 


. af th lieg 6 cenie 


make thee in thy conduct ; 20 che more jut 
to God, in aſcribing the whole ſucceſs and glory 
1⁰ the powerful Wiſtancs of his wy ei 


© H A P. vil. 
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CHRIST. 


TY oa, when thon fecleſt thy ſogl wart 
N ed with devotion and holy — for m 
vice, it will 


be adviſeable to decline all tho 
methods of publiſhing i itto the world, which vat 
men are ſo induſtrious to take, and content thy 
ſelf with its being known to God and thy 01 
_ conſcience. Rather endeavour to 2 N 
ſuppre ſi thoſe. pompous expreſſigns of it, i 
which ſomę place the very perfection of ze 
| think meanly of thy own-viriues./, | Boaſt not 
That grace, w wks thou art capable of differin 
From another. Nele the remembrance of i} 
_ own unworthineſs. make thee fear the lols of gil 
' . which thou didR 5 deſerve aver to have, Thi 
z not only an undeſetved, bur! a alſo. a trank 
ent and uncertain privilege f for the eien 
nnd warmeſt zeal is apt to la and u 
dale, and unleſs men could affure themſcln 
of ſuch a degtes of grace, go would ltr nd 
_ Theſe rae 9 e che 1 
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of the Imitation of Jeovs casu. | 155 | 
aligjous and holy Gele can never be conſiant ; 
and equal. | 
herefore thou cejoreſt theſe pl leaſing 


While t 
pious — 0 1m bumble thy foul with reflections 
upon thy impotance and miſery, thy coldneſs 
and deadneſs; when thou haſt them not. And 
conſider withal, that the improvement and com- 
mendation of a chriſtian's virtue conſiſts, not 
only in the thankful uſe of grace, but in a mo- 
deſt, humble and reſigned temper, which can 
bear i its being taken. away without murmuring 
or de ſpondency; ſtill exciting and encouraging 
it ſelt, fill continuing the ſame diligence in ho- 
ly duties, and never ſuffer ſloth, or deſpair or ci- 
content, to abate one tittle of a man's beſt en- 
es to'do the en his condition i ing 2d 

' ry | 

This is an h hich very few. come iy 
2 ; 1dleneſs and impatience are the uſua! 

Rs of ſpiritual diſappointments, | Which 5 
is moſt unreaſonable, if we think at all, in 
whole. diſpoſal theſe, as well as all other ae | 
ſes are, For man cannot command events; 
is ſole maſter of his own ſayours. Ille 
gives to: whom he 4 
ted, otberwiſe.than by bis own wiſdom, what 


ſhall give. And even, when he is moſt liberal, 
men may convert his beſt gifts into occaſions. 
ada ts ns . ſome men of bold 
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pleaſes ; nor will he he limi- 


or how much, rde whe: Ute manner he | 
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ungen d weil. als at things beyond their 


- -Nirength, and expreſs more ve thag 
y ate perfect 


conduct in their actions. The 
carried out of themſelves with eagerneſs ; for 
get they are ſtill poor inſets upon earth, and think 
of n than building their neſt in hea 
ven. Now theſe are often left to themſelves 
and taught by ſad experience, that the faint flut. 

 terings of man are weak and ineffectual, and 
cat none ſoars to heaven, except L affiſt hi 
: flight and mount him upon my own wings. 

It is therefore highly expedient, that perſons 
of more zeal than experience, ſhould not pro- 
ceed upon their own' falſe meaſure of themſclve 
-but refer the proceedings to the guidance, and 
better judgment of ſome perſons, who long time 
Aland much obſervation hath taught to temper 
thoſe vain conceits they are apt to entertain of 
their own ſtrength, and to proportion their un- 
 dertakivgs to their circumſtances. But this s 
a ſubmiſſion which humility muſt quality them 
for. For he who is wiſe in his own eyes, ſeldom 
conſents to be ditected by another. | And this 
cConſideration makes a veiy moderate degree of 
| - knowledge, attended with a modeſt and govem- 
able mind, much more ſafe and eligible, than 
the higeſt attainments with pride” — ſelf. con- 
ceit. The mighty tranſports and great ſatisfac- 
ion men frequently feel from their on im- 
A 3 in W are of . d conſe 
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feat the ſtrongeſt temptations. : 


occed always With caution and prudence, when 
1s graces and his hopes are at the higheſt, this 
ould preſerve him from thoſe. dangers, which 
wary heat and ſapguine hopes are apt to in- 


ater honour, © 
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187 
mence, if they be ſuffered to deſlroy the re- 
nembrance of a man's former weakneſs, and 
is fears of relapſing into fin again. And on 
e other hand, theſe fears may run into exceſs, 
f difficulties tempt men to deſpair, and beget 
clancholy diſtruſts of God's ability and readi- 
eſs to relieve and reſcue them by the ſuccours-. 
thar grace, which knows how to expel and 


ive him in. And therefore, when you form 
your ſelf the faireſt and moſt promiſing ex- 
ctations, it will be. ſeaſonable to conſider, ' 
bat may become of you, if God ſhould! bidde 
$ face, and abate or wholly withdraw thoſe. 
lvening comforts, which now ſo much exalt . 


The ſame r of ſoul, which leads to 
curity in time of proſperity and peace, inclines 
fearfulneſs and dejection of mind in the day 
f adverſity and conflict. For would a man 
ut guard himſelf againſt vain confidences, and 
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u. And fo again, when theſe are interußft- 
 lupport your ſpirits in thoſe dark intervals, 
ththe hope, that day may break upon you a- 
In, and that this night of affliction is pro- 
ged, ta make you more adviſed, and get tibe 
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a - Foe ſuch tryals as theſe are mare. for the ad. 
vantage of m arte ſervants, than a conſtant 
ſucceſſion of 1 ty and con ſolation could 
poſſibly be. They muſt needs be fo, fince vir- 
tue does not conſiſt in abundanee of Mbraioation 
and f , but 1 in Jowlineſs of a, . 
meekneſs and charity, in a mind entirely 
© figtied to God, and' fincerely diſpoſed to ſieve and 
pfeaſt him; in a Juſt ſenſe brag a man's own yile- 
neſs, and nat only thinking very meanly of one's 
ſelf, but being well content to hy ſo ost of. 
* others, | 1 8 
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to my Lord, 2060 am but duft and aſhes, 
' Gai xViii; vile and finſul duſt and aſhes, For, 
ſhonld 1 entertain any better opinion of mykelf, 
I make my God my enemy, and ſtand convic- 
tech by the undeniable teſtimony,” and Juſt re- 
_ proaches of my own guilty conſcience, © But if 
Ibomble my tool, caſt off all vain imagination 
of metit arid think my ſelf that fetched, thing 
Ireally am, thy grace exalts mie, , thy Jight keen 
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to which Be corrupt heart i is' nawial'y diff o- 
fd, vaniſhes inte nothing. O, give me then a 
ight underſtanding of my ſelf; Ne me truly 
to diſcover what I am now, what I was original. 
y, and whence I came. That I am nothing, 
ind proceedled out of nothing, and, if deſtitute - 
i thy grace, have nothing left; but what 1 bad 
uch better. be without, namely, fin and infir- 
mity. And yet as vile, as ſinful, as dejected, as 
Jam of my Aas ſoon as thy bright beams of 
waur are caſt upon me, my weakneſs is made 
rong, and my heavineſs turn'd into joy. | 
nnot obſerve the ſudden + wondrous change 
without aſtoniſhment, and am not able to ac- 
unt for the © ns, ef my nature; 
which, tho by its own weight inclined to fink 
erpetually,. and, by a fatal tendency to fin and "of 
ll, prefs'd down with a load of fleſh and frailty Wor: 
yet, by the mighty operations of grace, ena= _ 
led to aſpite to pititoat.and: refined objects, and 2 
te ardent ſights to: thee and heaven ID 1 
N I um duly ſenſible, is the ſtrange cect 93 
y tee grace alone, preventing my deres 
ſpi 2 religious thoughts, aſſiſting my weak -. 
nies, ſupphyng mz wants, [refcuing | me from” 
- innumerable-;. which without theſe .. 
* :fuccours, muſt + ynavoidably 1 NO: 
— ſwallom me up. For an inordinate c of - 8 1 
ther Poet woes my ruin, but 4 fincere © 
x of thee, ee 2 17 1 aral Ge 
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odneſe, recovers: * * wy tae 3. and the 
moe I Dre and truſt in thee, the leſs reaſon | 
find to value and have any confidence in any 
thing of my own. For thou, O'deareſt redeem. 
er, art boantifol and kind, fo far beyond my 
deſerts ; my deſerts, alaſs,, they are none. at all 
or worſe than none. But thou exceedeſt even 
my largeſt defires, and giveſt mort, infinite) 
more, than I either dare corn . ain or an 
able to expreeſs, . 
Eternal thanks ant praiſe bo thecefbraconb . 
ro my God, for: thitunſpeakable goodneſs, which 
diſdains not to 'Beſtow'the precicus giſts of hi 
ice and ſpirit, upon a. wreteh,juwirarthy th 
leaſt of all his metcies, Yea, ble ſſed and at 
be his lberality and long-ſuffeting, which, 
delpigh t of all - our provocatiene, continues t 
engage S hc by kindneſs, who, by their forme 
ingratitude arid abuſe of it, had guſtly forſeiu 
all future favours, and dy many dgcellant index 
ments, and holy impoi tunities; invites and dan 
men to himſelf and their own ines, W 
have an averſion to both Even ifs; ſweet Th 
Extend, thy compaſſion, and continue thy cafe. 
N who are t60 prone'to negletthee;; apd. n 
urſelyes.: Oh, being ds to thy delf, by ae 
5 0 e, pious diſpoſitions, for, werour ſelves a 
- Bong 8˙ Nad thou art hotiheſs: e 
* * oh E ort, 


1 it 1 
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H E. ſore and only way to happineſs is, to 
_— make me, my ſon, the chief and ultimate 
end of all thy * and deſites. By this thy 
ſincerity will beſt be proved; by this thy mind 
will be refined and purified from all thoſe ſordid: 
intereſts and partial reſpects, which are apt to 
debauch human nature, too- much of it ſelt ad- 
dieted to private gain and ſelfiſhneſs, and thoſe 
falſe — of hon = 2: which the love of 
this wor vainly p opoſes. For as ſoon as any 
man deen to 7 theſe, er ſeeks himſelſ in all he 
does, he finds his own inability to compaſs his 


Keep me then conſtantly in view, and aim at 
nothing but the advancement of my honour ; 

which'js indeed bot reaſonable and Juſt; ſince L 
am the firſt and perfect good; the ſource. from 
whence all things flow, and therefore all of 
right return to, and thou id center at laſt in me 
again. I ask but of my own, the tribute and 
acknowiedgment of the ſucceſſes given by my 


providence, of the actions performed by virtue a 


N inſpired Iy my creating ſpirit, ' 
88 nos 


\ x 
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intentions, and grows barren and unprofitable. 


my coneurrehce, of the'very faculties and e 1 | 


ner; but, if men glory in any thing but the 


3 | paltry advantages. Croſſes from Without, and 


| Since therefore the whole is my gift, when I de- 


hs as” 
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The high and honourable, as well as mean 
and low, che rich and poor, all drink of this com. 
mon fountain, and the moſt powerful of the 
ſons of men can do nothing; till furniſhed with 
ability from hence. This ſpring is inexhauſtible, 
and 35 who receive moſt, and are grateful in 
their returns, I water with more liberal meaſures 
"of grace, Them that honour me, I never fail to 
. and bleſt in a viſible and eminent man- 


Lord, I blaſt their devices, diſapoint their hopes, 
and make them aſhamed of their vain boaſtingy, 
For ſo. have I ordered matters by my providence, 
chat no true Jafting ſatisfaction ſhall vet fill that 
heart which ſets its affections upon private and 


- -perplexities from within, are the ,certain conſe- 
| - quences of worldly defires, and ſelfiſh. principles 
III therefore chou haſt ' zeceived or done any 
good thing, take care of miſplacing the honour 
and thanks due for it upon thy ſelf, or any other 
3 23 Far this is 1 God of his due, 
from whom men . receive whatever they have, 
or are, and ſtand in duty and equity bound, to 
pay y him their moſt grateful acknowledgements 


mand the whole thanks and praiſe, I demand 
| but the product of my own; and this is what, 
- as I injure no man in requiring. ſo] reſolve never 
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This is the true principle of Juſtice, neceſ- 

ry to be conſider d, and boca bbs {ſubmitted 

, becauſe it checks and utterly confounds that 
ther moſt pernicious principle of pride and vain 
lory to which mankind are ſo exceedingly in- 
ned. Nor is it leſs conduciveto their bap- 
ineſs, than to their duty. For, where this ge- 
tous love and regard of me takes place, it does 
t only engage my favour, but ſecures the man 
om enyy and diſcontenr, partiality and every 


orldly minded people. For this reſpectful de- 


d fills it with thoughts truly great and noble, 
nd. therefore this is a certain mark of true and 
1% wiſdom to make me its only joy, and 
pe; for, how can he be wiſe, who does not 
that God is the perfection and original of all 
od, and that the neceſſary conſequence of his 
ing ſo, is that he is to be praiſed, honoured, ad- 
red, in, and for, and above all: ſince all the © 
d which men pretend to eſteem, is by com- 
unication from him, an emanation from his 


nc, and effect of that ſole, that univerſal cauſe?” 
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ence and fervent love of God enlarges the foul, 
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tirely devoted to thy ſerrice. No tongue cu 
ſufficienily expreſs. the wondrous joys, the tran- 
ſpares, and ex taſies, which fill theſe pious foul, 
" inflamed with the love, and employed in the 
_ contemplation of thee. For this is a ſubſe 
| boundleſs as thy goodneſs; that gobdneſs, which 


\ 


13 : 
_ 


throne far above the skies, and thus will I pre 
claim thy mercies and my own happineſs. Hoy 


| Mt nothing. And, when tat being whic 


mercy, when I was worſe: than nothing, Fe 
thou hadſt compaſſion on my weakneſs and m 
Wandrings. Thou ſoughteſt and with tend 


gaze brovghtslt back thy loſt ſheep, tzughteſt m 


2 O. H. A P. XI. 0 80. 
Sead ſervice is perfect freedom. 


WILL again take the confidence to ſpeak 
I unto the Lord 3 nor ought I indeed to hold 
my peace, but addreſs my ſelf to thee, my Lor 
and God, my heavenly king, that fitteſt on thy 


O Lord, how ſweet, how exquiſite are the 


pure, G ra Ex 
pleaſures thay reſerveſt for them that fear thee 
that delight themſelves in thy love, that are en- 


n in commanding and forming me 


aveſt was rendered liable to eter 1 miſery, 
and yet more valuable "inſtance of thy 
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nfiruct and guide me in thy lobe. 

O thou over-flowing ſpring of endleſs love, 


orget thee z;thee, who in my loweſt ebb cf wi- 


ly, to remember me? Whoſe kindneſs reſcued 


fored me to that favour, which my fins had for- 


js be bath done me? If I reſolve to lerve thee, 
yet how poor a tribute is that, to him whom all 
reated nature is engaged to ſerve * This is ſo far 


ire thy mercy, and eſteem it an honour tos 


elf when thou vouchſafeſt to accept the Tety, 


, 
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uffereſt to do thee; bomage. 


leſcenſion, even thou, t 
d to ſerve me, Fe 


- 


rovidence, which ba th contrived and ordered 


mY 


> mankind ; who Path appointed bleſſed Ip 
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how ſhall I worthily maghify thee, how can 1 
ſery, didſt condeſcend fo graciouſly, fo effet ctual- 
me from death, and far exceeded all my hopes, E- 
cited, and ſhewedd it {elf a friend to that Wretch 


tho was become thine and his own enemy. = 
What ſhall I render to the Lord for all the © ben 


rom A ſufficient Wu doth ought rather (6's . | 
SF '-: 20 


f ſo poor, ſo; worthleſs a creature, and'doft ht 


liſdain to reckon me amongſt thole, whom thou. 
nene ; 


For even in this] pay thee but thy own, fine 
and all T have are tbine, But Why do T ſpeak 
f ſerving thee, when by a moſt aſtonifhing con- 

ou,” the mighty God, art plea- 
or this is the excellendy, good 


eaven and earth, and all the. creatures in. fa 
manner, that they te Ys be uſeful and bee EN 
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| above for guards and oinifferd te the heirs of. 
 . vation; and, which is molt ſurprizing, whe 
thou thy ſelf, for my ſake, hadſt taken upon the: 
2 the form of a ſervant, and were made an afflide 
"nia, when thou didſt give thy life for undon 
' finners, and ſtill does give thy far: in grace, and 
| haſt engaged to give thy if even the full and 
eternal truition of thy gloriousGodbead, to eve 
Fi ſincere believer. _ 
O, that itwere in my powet to make ſuitabl 
/ rerurns; for love Which pally, nor my thank 
only, but even my knowledge: O, that my way 
were made fo ditect, that my whole life might 
be one continued act of gratitude and obedience 
Ney, ſuch is my infirmity, that I muſt be co 
tent to wiſh, that any one day of that life might 
de employed as it 9 5 to be in thy ſervice. 
Know, O Lord, chat thou art worthy to recein 
= duty, and hodour, and praiſe for ever. la 
nfible that thou art my rightful lord, and 1 ü 
poor unprofitable ſervant, that the utmoſt I c 
0 is t oy 1 aft due, and that I ought” to take 
pes delight io thanking, praifing and of 
3 -_Ing thee, that nothing elfe bar” this "ſhould g. 
ms any ſatisfaction, and that, when J have li 
My {elf out entirely upon it, I fill bave da 
eee This i the x real perſuafion, this is i 
.carneſt defire of my foul, and where my pos 
alls horc of my inclination, there Wo dow 
r wag, 9 wg. bp 


HW 
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wanting, by thy grace, that my deeds and de- 
portment may bear teſtimony and an adequate 
proportion to my pious diſpolition. ' — _ 
To be the meaneſt of thy ſervants is the hight - 
eſt advancement ; to deſpiſe and forſake all tor. 
thee, is true riches and honour. They who 
thus enter themſelves into thy family, and 
chearfully undertake this task, ſhall have a glo- 
rious reward ; they will feel the pleaſure of this 
world, infinitely paid, infinitely outdone, by the 
better and larger amendments of grace and di- 
ine comforts itt exchange. They who thus 
ind themſelves to thee, that abandon worldly 
cares, dee 


ſtrait way 
ompleat 
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__ Fecdion, and my will take 


due to my commands, be the n 
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Joy ae men 
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in 3 noble. great, and fatisfactory, and the 
wages promiſed in recompenee for our la 
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FE 5 8 Fre y ſon, *** are — thing 
in which hoe art not ſufficiently. inſtruc 


Diſciple: Eord, be thou pleated, te let me 
K and enable me t underſtand, and do them 
Cbriſt. Thy defires muſt be reduced into ſub 
place in-every thing; 
nor muſt thy own private thtereft, but the 2 
and. regard tor my hononr,; and the. cali 
id 
of all thy acxions. You feel dem 
Jprings, Pu you into motion, and 2 eh 
2 you 3 what 
ſuaded is god. But even when K 
Wag l Kr if is e the intention and 
n, ought to be ſerioully cx c0l 
bh mighty difference, wi 


r thernſelves, e principally in thel 
| "> Now this di i N 
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airs, they will conclude what I do beſt, and wilt 
contented with ic. But if under this diſguiſe 
it holineſs, there be a lurking corruption of pri- 
ate and D pects, if che love of gain makes 
gen frugal, or ambition virtuous, or the | praiſe 
f the world charitable, or the conſideration of 
ir own health temperate, theſe are principles 
pon Which no dependance can ſafely be had. 
beir conduct will be unequal, and vary as 
cats do; and every diſappointment of their 
xpeQations will produce trouble: and im en 
nce, . 

Don't therefore be two cb drt of 
rt of inclination to do well; but firſt ſes 4 
rith me, and take care to build upon à good 
oundation, For men who. act upon indirect 
ode, very often repent when it is too late; and 
hat which at firſt they propoſed greac fſarisfacs 
ion and advantage trom, proves at laſt theic tor- 
nent and Joſs, Nay, I macht ive you this fars 
her caution yet, that even inclinations are 


ned without a diligent and prudent obſervation, 
or it May be your duty ſometimes, to put, ſome 
eſtraints upon the very belt intentions. Tb, 
1 neglect this, and give free ſeope to their 
two great eagerneſs, often exceed the. 
0 ky s of moderation and decency; ſometimes. 


providence diſpoſes . 2 


ot to be executed at firſt fig . nor raſhly pus- 


ine ce * 8 ack 8 ang, erttan. oY 


7 
45 
i. 


« 7 


doing, or ſuffering 
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gant heats, and impetuops falljes ; "and ſome. 
times, upon any Fee difficulty, which 
obſtructs thoſe precipitate tate fervours, loſe all their 
inward peace, deſiſt from their good deſigns, and 
fall from the beighth of rapture, to the extremi. 
ties of melancholy and deſpair. So that, to ren. 
der thy zeal in  well-doing i in all points "what i 
ought A. it is by no means ſufficient, that i 
| be honeſt and well-diſpoſed, yaleſs je be allo b. 
| ber, and regular, and diſcreer, | | 

Again. there a1e ſome oecaſions and circum- 
ſtances which render a ſort of holy violence ne: 


ceffary, ang oblige men to act quite contrary to 
inclination ; to bear no manner of regurel 


fleſh and ſenſe, or what will be moſt 
any farther than may ſerve to ſer the mind in 7 
ray. againſt thery, and reſolutely engage in a fol. 
mal war, fon the reducing, or keeping them it 
obedience to the ſpperior faculties o the | foul 
frequently controuling, and coul. 
| qer-working all that human nature hath a ten. 
dency to, the out ward mn is by degrees qual 
' hed for duty, and. acquires a peguliar readineſs d 
, whatevet ſhall be 1 impoſe 
upom it. And in 5 ex a 70 the firſt fous 
dations are laid, of contente neſs with a lit 
pf ſatisfaction in a ee and neglected ſtate, 
tune; and of patience ut 


ger any croſſes or calamnities, without thoſe mu 
6 * 8 ai Wees ae apt 46 0 har 


2 . 
1 | * 
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A irreverent reflections, and too often break 
ut in wicked complaints, and ſaucy expoſtula- 


vl ions, againſt the juſtice, and wiſdom, and * | 
and 50 God and bis providence. A e Ta 
— a CHAP. 8 
1 The aß and reqfnablen of patiene. 5 | 
r | 
51 all che collections T am able to . 5 


A. | 
0 to 
cable 


J from my dear Lord's inſtructione, and the 
tle experience I have of the world, patience 
ems to me a moit neceſſary virtue; for the 
ondition of man in this life is lo expoſed to ca- 
mities and ſorrows, that in deſpite, of all his 
ndeavoyrs after peace, troubles beſet him 154 
bere, and his ſtate is that of warfate and con- 
nual loffering. ak 
Cbriſt.) It is fo, m lon; nor is i ft i Wald FE 
otherwiſe. For thoſe men have a wrong no- 
on of Pence, who. make it conſiſt in freedom 1 
om ſuffering ; in either baving no troubles, or 
ing inſenfible of any. This is a ſtate, neither 
inable by a man, nor accommodated to Wo! 
riſtian, he peace [ would have thee aſpire 


ter, is ſuch as conſiſts very well with offlictions. ; 
de ul nd this is ined when a man hath brought- 9 
eu meelf to that equal compoſure, and religned * 


mper of foul, as firmly to perſiſt in his duty, 


9 
; #8 ! 


5 may by ſuch patient ſuffering, deliver themſely 
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and to reſt ſaticfied in the diſpenſations of Gag, 
when he thinks fit to try his virtue, by ven 
great and grievous adverlſities. - If this appear i 
hard ſaying, think how much harder it will be 
to endute the torments of hell, and the implacy. 
ble vengeance of an angry God. Nature as wel 
as religion, teaches men, of two evils to chuſe the 
leſs. And this is done, when they ſet them ſclwa 
ſubmiſſively to undergo tribulation here, for the 
fake of God and a good conſcience ;- that they 


frem the dreadful effects of his wrath, ut 
everlaſting puniſhment hereafter. ' 
No tribulation is a portion diſtributed i 
common to al ſorts of men; diftributed in large 
meaſures, even to.thoſe children of this gener 
tion, which thou perhaps vainly imagineſt ton 
moſt exempted from it. For even the gay 
and mol proſperous of them all are not wit 
78 80 many and ſore evils. : Tis true indes 
they take a great deal of pleaſute, indulge the 
inclipations without conttoul, and ſo their mi 
3vakes.a leſs impreſſion upon their ſpicics; b. 
C Dees they have. Or, t the very belt ( 


3 eir caſe, and ſuppoſe thei Joys to be withot 
© Any, interruption, their withes without any d 
| debe yet, even thas, how long woul 


ir happineſs laſt 7. Alaſs, they vaniſh like 
n | ; : 1 0 5 : 9 # by © 182 ; , 0 
dream, and all their proſpericy ſoon ſeatters l 

Woke : nay, not only their. enfoyments then 
ee Yaris, .coroymments the 
| x & FI | N . a 4 \\ 


* 
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yes, but the very remembrance of them pe- 
ih in a moment. Their life is but a vapour, 
od death will be ſure to ſwallow up them and 
heir gayeties in ſpeedy and perpetual oblivien. 
But this is putting the caſe more favourably 
han it ever happens in reality: for, even in 
his life, their plenty and pleaſures are inter- 
nix'd with misfortunes, and all their ſweets 
lay d with a bitter mixture of cares and fears, 
d inward perplexities of mind. The very ob- 
as that miniſter pleaſure, bring pain along 
ith them too. And this is one great argu- 
ent, how wiſe a providence the world is go- 


rned by, that the very inordinacy of thoſe af- | | 


tions, which purſue the pleaſures of ſenſe fo 
reedily, ſhould prove a torment to the guilty _ 
und, and embitter thoſe very pleaſures they 
lulge. Theſe very plcaſures too are ſhort and 
cling, treacherous and deceitful, irregular and 
rbitant, a ſhame and blemiſh to human na- 
te; and if men be not ſenſible of this, that ig- 
rance proceeds from his en inadverteney. 
cir reaſon is intoxicated with preſcatdelights, 
d their minds blinded. by vicious habits, by 
ich they degenerate into brutes, ſtupidly aban- 
| themſelves to the tranſitory pleaſures. of fin 
| luft, at the expence of creed pains, and 
pſult the preſent gratification ef 4 vile mortal 
ly, with the ruin of a precious and inamertal | 
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| 80 noi thou therefore after their exceſſes, ni ref 
2 thy happineſs in ſerving, but rather "i mal 
commanding, ſubduing, mortifying thy own in | 
clinations. Delight thou in the Lord, and be fal 
grant thee thy beart's defire, Plal. xxxvi. P. 
this delight will teach thee, that the happine 
| of man conſiſts in inward and ſpiritual fati 
tions, in the contempt of this world and j 
empty pleaſures; And the leſs theſe are eſteen 
ed 15 affected, the greater and more exquiſith 
ſweet ſhall thoſe generous and noble pleaſur 
Prove, which retult from the experience 
| God's favour, and the permanent comforts of 
conſcience, 
Baut filll theſe comforts are not to er 
out much labour, many conflicts, and ſharp 


ferings, For the corru ; inclinations of fie 
and bl6vd; and the con | habits of vice, i 
rrodace great difficulties, and demand time « 


Pains to conquer. And conquered they mayk 
pred introdueeing the contrary habits of vim 
I be fleſh indeed will recoil, and think it fl! 
| uſed, but reaſon and religion will filence ih 
murmurings, and reſolute perſeverance in g 
works vanquith all thy reluctances, The {ub 
old ſerpent will ſeduce and importune thee, | 
Prayer and good thoughts drive the evil! þ 
away; and faſting and holy exerciſe, or conſt 
 Lwhul bufinefs; will keep Rest For he! 
en, . 
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882 


gelt e the door, and. an empty heart 
wakes room for his wicked ka 1 
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oled. ta a ect gur, h c, „ ; 


ae 
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tk 184071 de 
na 
K N 0 wW. my ſon, that the man who K. 
fuſes e rejects the grace, atid 
clades himſelf from the favour of God > and, 
y ſeeking his own private advantage noch 
ately, breaks the order, and obſtructs the good 
if the publick. Diſreſpect and contumacy to 
bperiors, isan infallible mark of rebellivus” ap- 
tites, and of paſſions not reduced to the ge- 
ment of reaſon. and religion. "Submiſſion 
herefore+is of ſingular ule, for ſubduing the fleſn 
nd its luſts ; and a good preſervative. againſt 
mptations. For the foreign. enemy will be 
ore ſucoe ſufully pr when thy domeſtick 
ein firſt vanquiſhed, and all qujet within, 
nd man himſelf is his own worſt enemy. Nor 


hiveircudRtances ever more full of anger, 


ald dethtene the rational ſoul. And in order 
che this bringing the infer or facultics to oe 
eo i 3 opinion yy N My 1 i gt ; 

N pi 2 


ep when the ſenſitive raiſes inſurtections, land 
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partiality and pride are the ſource of all the & 
orders in thy own breaſt, and all the diſtarbagy 
given by "a. men to lociety, and good | 
vernment of all kinds, 
And what ſuch mighty merit is there in th 
ſubmiſſion? What — eat it | 
thought to thee, who art duſt and vilenc 
when thou remembreſt, that I my ſelf, the 
mighty majeſty of heaven, and the Lord of 
the univerſe; I, who created thee, + 
Whole world, out 'of nothing; did yet condeſc 
lo a ſtate of ſubjection, and a in they ve 
loweſt, moſt ſervile, and deſpicable form, 
00 lake, who art nothing? And why, but i 
wt pride might have no pretence to ſupp 
il, of after fo eminent a pattern of humilij 
Learn then, thou wretch, to humble thy fel 
and like that earth, of which thou art, be en 
content to be trampled upon, and trodden. u 
der foot: lay thy ſelf, like the ſtreets, 10 . 
feet of infuſing men who walk over thee, 1 
never reſt till thou haſt broken thy own x 
neſs, and art in a conſtant — to com 
with every jult command of all who have aut 
rity over thee, 

Till this is done, purſue dyy paſſions with 
morkeleſs indignation, and ſpare them oy 
| the very laſt remains of pride be abſolutel 
1 wette ty killed in thy heart. And i 
3 Jometimacs find ill uſage ne. tyrannical barb 1 
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et ſtill confider, thou art but a man, and 
ugkt ' ſt not to complain; nay, rather conſider, 
at chou art a ſinner, in juſtice conſigned over 
o hell and eternal puniſhment ; and let the 
ger of an offended God, which ſtrictly is thy 
ortion and deſert, check thy reſentments of the 
ſolence and injuries, the reproachful treatment 
d pnjuſtifiable hardſhips, which men may 
metimes impoſe upon thee, This wrath of 
od thou haſt provoked, but I in merey ſpared 
, I had compaſſion on thy ſoul, and ranſom- 
| it from death by my own blood. And canſt 
ou think, that no return is due for ſuch mercy?” 
es; know, that I require thou ſhouldeſt be 
afible of the aſtoniſhing greatneſs of my love, 
d ſhew that ſenſe by gratitude and humility, - 
ya modeſt and zeſpeRful obedience to my re- 
ſeſentatives here below ; and by not diſdaining 
ſuffer any ſhame and conterfpt, any injuſtice | 
ad barbarity, when providence and duty call 
ke to it, which I, thy maſter, thy God, did 
t grudge to undergo for thy ſake, whilſt con- 
'g in human fleſh upon carth. 


. | # 


Dd CHAR, 


"Ip 4 able to ſtand before thee, and kept ad 


Gs wretch as.I am ? If even the ſtars fell from th 


© "I ſufficient defence, if thou withdraw thy gracidt 
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| Gat ' judgment s are to be confider'd, fir our 
bumiliatian. 


DISC IFF 


WW: HEN thou, Lord, uttereſt thy voice 
: ' in judgments, my joints ate looſed, my 
limbs quake for fear, my very. ſoul is in confy- 
ſion, and trembles at thy thunder, In the mit 
of theſe horrors 1 begin to reflect, that the ben 
vens themſelves are no! pure in thy Abt, and thy 
9 the angels thou haft charged with Folly, | 
If then thoſe exalted intellectual fpiri 


theic firſt eſtate, what muſt become of ſuch1 


farmament, how can duſt and aſhes hope to eh 
cape ?. They, who did cat angel's food, degens 
rated from, their primitive excellence, and fel 
on husks with ſwine ; how then ſhould a crea 
ture preſerve its PIO whoſe very original 
impure? 

This, Lord, convinces me, that there i is no 
lineſs but what is derived from thee alone, 
Wiſdom without thy governance; no ſtrength 


Protection; no continence or abſtemiouineſs 
fkcectual, except thou pore it; no watchfulne 


agil 


775 
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inſt the enemy, unleſs thy wakeful eyes keep / 
1 and repulſe the aſſaults & 
he tempter. If thou ceaſe to ſupport us with 
y mighty hand, the waves ſwallow us up; We 
ink and perifh without thee, and with thee walk 
pon the fea in ſafery : weak and unſtable are 
ur reſolutions, but thy grace gives ſtrength and 


voice rſeverance, Cold and timerous are our hearts, 
Wii) t thou warmeſt them with zeal, and inſpireſt 
uf em with courage. . up then, Lord, cur. 
nid Wands that hang down, and our feeble: knees, that 


e faint not in this ſpiritual warfare. And ena- 
le thoſe who can do nothing without "thee, to: 


„ Jo nquer all difficulties through thy firengeh. + 
(pri 1 know, O Lord, that if any good thing ſeem 


Mt ga be in me, yet even this deſerves my meaneſt 
uch (inion, and will in no degree juſtiſy my think- 
n tes otherwiſe of my ſelf, than as a moſt vile and 
to e orchleſs wreteh, And therefore, When thy 


pry juſtice afflicts me, it is my duty, with tbe 
ofoundeſt humility, to lay my mouth in tho 
it, and meekly ſubmit to thy correcting 
nd, For, though I cannot diſcover all he 
aſons of thy myſterious judgments; yet this'T 


z crea 
inal! 


no 168d no difficulty to diſcern, that my fins deſerve 

e, erer treatment, and that I my ſelf am nothing, 

engt d that I proceeded out of nothing. Ot 
rack abyſs, in which 1 can find nothing rdla- 

neſs es to my ſelf, but vanity and nothing: Where 

hfulleſſen is the "preſumption, where the pride, the 
r — 
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lofty coneeit of my worth and virtue? . Whither 
are all my vain confidences, and towring imegi. 
nations fled ? Thy judgments, Lord, have ſy 
them away like a torrent; and all are ſunk in 
thoſe unſearchable depths, Theſe ſhew me tg 
my ſelf, and juſtify the prophets rebuke, />alltl 
clay exalt itſelf againſt the potter that faſhimn 
it? Iſa. xiv. Bebold as the clay is in the bang: of 
the potter, ſo is every mortal man in thy hand, 0 
Lord, Jer. xviii. 8 = 
And is it poſſible for that ſoul to ſwell wich 
inſolence and vain conceit, which is duly ſenſible 
of thy majeſty, and ſubmits to it, with that low 
lineſs and refigned ſubmiſſion which thy truth 
directs? No, no, not all the voices of mankind, 
confpiring unanimouſly in his praiſe, can bloy 
him up to fond conceits of his own excellence, 
when once his hopes and heart are fixed 0 
God. For he confiders, that all theſe are but 
ſo many copies of himſelf ; frail and feeble, de- 
Cei and.periſhing, emptineſs and nothing, 
That they, as well as their words, are only al 
. and ſound, and both will quickly vaniſht 
but God and his truth remain for evermc 
Ceaſe therefore from man, for wherein is Le 1 
_ accounted of ? Ila. xi. and endeavour to have pri 
ef bim, who refiſtetb the proud, but in his 01 
due time exalteth them, bo bumble themſelves 
ger bis mighty band, 1 Pet, iy. . 


5 
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"ext With what reſerves we ought to pray. 
in I War 
CHRIST, 


E T this, my ſon, be the language and fiyle 
L of all thy prayers: Lord, it be thy plea- 
ure, grant me this Requeſt; if what I ant con- 
luce to thy glory, do thou be pleaſed to give and 
proper it: Lord, if thou, to whom ail things and 
therr conſequences are perfectiy known, ſeeft that 
his will be for my true advaniage, net only be- 
fow it, but, with it, grace touſe it to thy glo- 

: but if thou ſee it may prove burtful to me, do 
xt only deny my petitions, which proceed from 1g- 
orance and miſtake ; but remove far from metbe + 
ry defire of that, which cannot be obtained with- 
Fo NO PATTERN On a 
This laſt is a very reaſonable and expedient 
queſt ; becauſe many defires, which ſeem, not 
nnocent only, but even virtuous and wiſe, pro- 
table and praiſe-worthy, in a man's own eyes, 
e yet neither inſpired by God, nor agreeable to 
* 28 Sue whether one 

acted by a good or evil ſpirit ; or whether, in 
be matter of wig | 
nd private reſpects do not determine him. And 
any a one, Who hath fancied. the impulſe of 
ne grace, and perſuaded himſelf, Fg 


* 8 


prayers, his own inclination 


| 34.08" 5 | 
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hath been directed and deted by it all alog 
finds the deluſion out at laſt ; and what he in 
puted ta the ſpirit of God, proves in the end 
ſuggeſtion ofthe devil, or the eager longing d 
his own vain mind. 
The ſureſt way then never to offend God i 
"thy defires, and to be ed in thy _ 
to him, will be to temper all thy inelinati 
With Vis fear, and not ſo much as indulge” x 
eret Wiſh, without ſuch re ſervations, as may td 
tify an entire ſubmiſſion” to his divine diſpel 
And when thoſe wiſhes break out into word 
men would do well to conceive and preſent thei 
in ſuch forms, as may expteſs ſome check oy 
themſelves, and mighty caution in 'reſtraini 
their tongues from asking an y thing in a peremp 
tory manner, but leaving the” matter — 
God's better choice. As thus: Lord, th 
* knoweſt whether the having, or the being 
ned the matter of my petition,” be md 
**"cotivenient. and therefore all 1 beg is, th 
* what thou feeſt moſt expedient, may be done 
_ © Tas, indeed, as is my duty, but I prefan 
« not to preſcribe to thy henvenly wilde 
Give, therefote, Lord, ſuch things, and 
i fſoch rheaſures, and at fuch times, as” thou ſt 
* moſt fuitable for me. Deal with me ascht 
fend welt is neceffary : for that I am well f 
« fyrtd is beſt for ms which is moſt ag 


Yo 5 thy will, — conducive” to 


. 


« gi 
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* 5 Appoint me any ſtation, and uſe me 
in * thy on ; turn and change me, and my 


nd fortune at fore; I any beg to be qualified 
9 ol for thy di fations, to uſe Hoe r ghtly, 
and greatly improve under the For I am 


| WF thy ſervant, devoted to thee 2 the leaſt 
ret . I Seite not to live to my ſelf. aa ta 


| 0 H A 55 Nn. 
4 Een for grace ae,, 
DISCIPLE 


1022 6; vat Sen el tour, i 
12 be ſeech thee, and let thy ges 
preſent with thy. weak 3 hy 
. Nen to do, os 


think any thing that is good. O, let ch 95 5 
rit aſſiſt my weak endeavours, vanquiſh the 


me; fix my inconſtant mind, and follow me 
all the days of my life, that I may .perſevere 
in good works unto the end. Regulate ny 


fuch 8 onl me are ls 


various temptations that fo powerfully affail _ 


affections and defires, and confine them tao 4 


A ee here below, and find eaſe ant 


8 Wy © 
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Let thy will be the guide and + meaſure of 
* mine, and let mine ſteadfaſtly conform t9 
« thy pleaſure. Remove far from me all incl. 
nations and averſions, but ſach as agree with 
s thoſe of the bleſſed Jeſus, Help me to die 
& daily to the world, and to the things of the 
*« world; and mortify my vanity. to that de- 
«« gree, that even ſhame and contempt for thy 
fake, may be not only ſapporrable, but wel- 
come to me. Let all my hopes and wiſhg 
* center in thee alone; and nothing appe: 
“ deſirable, in compariſon of-a pure heart an 
© a good conſcience. For thou, O Lord, ut 
my peace, thou my only teſt; in thee alu 
« is pleaſure and true ſatisfaction, and all wit 
« outthee is miſery and torment. - Oh, grat 
* me this bleſſed retreat, this happy fecurit 
* that I may abandon all the falſe appeamad 


* endleſs repoſe in thy love and-favour, tha 
4 true. thou chief, thou eternal good of all pics 


Of the lime, Ir 1 oni oy 
5 H A P. XVII. | 
c is our onh comfort in trouble. 
'D ISCIPL * 


| -HATEVER comforts and happineſs. 1 
propoſe, this is not the time, and place 
of enjoying them, but Lexpect that bleſſed frui- 
fon in another ſtate, For what would it avail, 
ould I attain the utmoſt delights the world can 
afford, when a very ſhort ſpace of time muſt of 
| ſly it a period to them? Do not then 
niſtake . y own happineſs, oh, my ſoul, for 
heſe things are not, cannot procure thy reſt, 
he fulneſs of oy and undiſturbed pleaſure is no 
jhere to be found, but in God, only : be is the 
omforter of the afflicted, he is the wealth. of 
be poor, he is the ſapport and ſtrength of the 
eak, he is the glory and ewe rewarder of 
e humble. 


Nor let ĩt annoy thy peace, or diſcourage. thy. 
ope, that thou canſt not yet aſpire to thy pro- 
niled felicity, Fot God is faithful and cannot 
e, Only wait his time patiently, and thun 
halt not tail of his metey, and an abundant re 
ompence of thy faith and patient truſt in due 
aſon. But it this delay draw off thy affe&ians © 

preſent camforts, and 7 thy at for ſu- 
0 and diſtant rewards, wy wt deſire oarthly 


ONT > . 4 . (\ Ns, 


Cen of this getieration fondly covet and admire, 


7» Pied , by having their converſation in heaven, 


i — is vain, and all his domforts like him; emp 


FX 
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dleſſings, ind not be filled; and at the fan 
time ſhalt loſe thoſe heavenly and eternal joys, 
which alone can ſatisfy, and make thee happy 

for ever, Uſe then thoſe temporal things, but 
leve none but the things that are eternal. The 
preſent were not defign'd for ęmoyment, tut 
for neceſſity and convenience. Thy nature it 
not to cut td for thern; nor is it in their power 
ro make thee perfect, tho all this mortal ſtate 
zs capable of, were onited together for that pur. 
poſe. For God alone is good, large enough w 
fill the Gefires of an immortal foul; he only i 
ptoportion'd to thy wants and noble faculty 
and the happineſs to een with in him, is no 
chat tranfirory, imperfeR thing, which che chil. 


= that exg viſe, that infinite and in ward de 
wht, of w the pare in heart, and ſpititual 
4 5 reive dn ſweet foreraſtes and, 


earth. Fot 


they themfeloe wie upon 


and tinfariefactory, Falſe and flerting, ſwift in 
| _ detay, and verily of bort Keaton tits. but those 

from God jeleriible the perfections of their au- 
thor; ificual and true, immutable, infinite and 
 eibrial. A iruly-plous ſoul cun never be defti- 
| tte; becauſs he conſtantly bears his 
| abour him, even the bleſſed Jeſin, the divine 
* s and, when bereaved of n 
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us converſe cheerfully with him in the pro- 
zundeſt ſolĩtude. 
Bleſſed be thy mercy O deareſt Jes: Bleſ- 
d be thy reviving preſence ; O let me never be 
prived of this ineſtimable bliſs: While I have 
is conſolation within me, I feel no want of 
thly enjoyments; for this ſupplies and ef. 
eds them all. Oh, let me thankfully rejoice . . 
thy favour, and the light of thy counte nance 
ining upon me; Or, if zt any time thou 
thdraw thoſe bri; zbt beams, ana interpoſe u 
ud of | forrow, ye even then preſerve me fròm 
i diſtruſt, and ſet the confileration of cy will; | 
hich is always beſt, de my Tapp6 port th. 'vhy 
oſt gloomy 450 moſt waliebef circuttf 
Let me not caſt away my Hope and oy 
ence, becauſe thou hideſt thy faee fork ſeaſon, 
t help me to 9 = tat wüdom as 
* ſuch'tryio actes, and to typo 
't my faith with c F 
ich is laid up in heaven for tho, / upon Whem 23 
tience hath I perfect Work. 18 thou, 0 
+. art fs ious ahd merciful, and though 1 
nd and provoke thee, yer-wilt 
e Be cbiling, hor heop thy aver * 
Gl. cin, but witt et ahi and in wheel = 


npaſſion_ revive th [YE events; they 
K BS, ok ee hits. Eo 
mitics, mate ' IR 
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ky ſon, be content, that 1 d diſpak 
1 of thee and all thy affairs, as my dit 
wiſdom ſees fit, for I beſt know what is con 
vient for thee. Thou Judgeſt raſhly, and # 
liable to human frailties. Senſe and prelent 
tisfaCtions blind thy eyes, and byaſs thy unde 
ſanding, but, chriſtians, who ſhould walk | 
** not by ſight, muſt not be govern d 
5 the ga meaſures Sbich common men mil 
uſe, 85 in diſtinguiſhing good and evil aeciden 
25 iſciple.] Lord, I acknowledge my infirmiy 
| an Fntible that thy care and concern k 
me is more ptudent, more tender, than that 
have for my ſelf. And he hath made bu 
ſmall. progreis in the ſchool of Chriſt, whe 
weak faith is ſtill to learn that leſſon, of bei 
Giicfied with all thy dif] penſations, add caſti 
bis cate upon thee. All D that I beg 
the eſtabliſhing my heart in the way of thy cot 
mandments, 100 10 long as I ſwerve not fral 
truth and righteouſneſs, ſecure my foul, and k 
= Fe Fot thou art wiſe, a 

jolt, and 3 wy ſuch, 7 ſure, ate all i 
pot thy providence, though bees 
5 58 ndiq 


2 — 


97. 


able to account for the conſequences of thiem. 


)iRion, I will praiſe and thank thee for thy 
ſerved correction, even in the midſt of m 
duble. Or, if thou ſpareſt the rod, and m 
y darkne ſs to be light, I will then thankfully 


hich I know I do not deſerve. 


d deportment befitting the character and con- 


6 to with me in piety and virtue, muſt 
ing themſelves to a ſoul ſo even, ſo reſigned, 
t ſuffering and joy, poverty or riches, may 


ſt poop or change of temper. For both are 
ally the a | 
foch, ſhould. be met with chearfulneſs and 


niet content. e 
% pl.] Lord, I am willing to endure what- 
Wer thou art pleaſed to lay upon men. I do 


tonly to. receive, but to be thankful for 
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ſtandings may not. diſtinctly petceive, not 

therefore thou condemn me to darkneſs and 


ceive the bleſſing, and magnify thy favour 
Chrift.] This is indeed my fon, the diſpofition 
& of my faithful children. And all, who pro- 


entertain'd alike. The one, without mur- 
uring or complaint, the other, without the 


8 of my providence, and, 


lice to receive good. and evil, the ſweet and 
ter, the comforts and the croſſes of this life, 
th the very ſame reſentments of mind. Nays I 


ce both come from thy own hand, 'which _ 
mot err in  ordaining all my events. This | 
7 1 implore, that, in all changes of — 1 


Pr 


devilz combined together, can never byre me. 
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| wee dye to thee, and 7 the miſe 
v9 ꝗf by gonſtraim, but 1 and u 
Se w. Andone g 
Hy this example 


ey Tglytance and murmuring. | Sorrow became 
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gn would ſt in thy merey preſerve me fo 
for, while I ker 785 innocence, and con. 


ve in thy love, not calamity, nor death, not 
itſelf, hal matze me afraid. However thou 
yt qxerciſc my patience, or frown upon me 

21 4: yet ſo long as thou doſt not caſt me 
for ever, nor blot my natne out- of thy book 
of life, | am above all danger, and the utmoſ 
power, and malice of fortune, and enemies, and 


CHAP. XX. 


CHRIST. 


ur FR e I cane down from be 
ven for thy ſalvation : T bore the Auer 


man nature was 


_— but that which pawerfpl love i 
5 end, for 474 1 . 
deſcended nk ee 7 atrenc 

, and, that my w OR! 
Might Silpois thee to fu bole 4s a necenan 
Ineumbrances of thy 1 condition, wy 


liar ie mae? de way dt 
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endant fim the manger to the eroſi: For every. yr 
hour produced ſome freſh inſtance of it. My, _.: 
circumſtances: were low, and I contented myſe 
with the want of even the neceſſaries of life ; my 
innocence was ſlandered, and daily complaints 
and reproaches were ſounding in my ears ; ſhame 
and contempt I. entertain'd. without return or 
avgry reſentment ; my good deeds were repaid - 
with malice and ingraticude, my miracles. blaſ- 
phemed, and my docttine traduced and vilely 


i ä5¾!i p . np netantry.. 
Diſciple.) Ves, Lord, I read the hiſtory of thy _ 
invincible meekneſs with wonder and aſtoniſh- 
ment; and cannot but infer from thence, / that, 
ſince thou wert pleaſed to give ſuch amazi 
proofs of an entire obedience to thy hea 


ID 


2 | 
V; 


2 < 


—— 7 iy, | 


* aftfiedee fervims 8 
= e in 2 
3 | hear F ag 6 
e ee fupport, whieb 
eron chy own/pecukar. people wanted under the 
oldlaw. For then the way to heaven was dark 
and the proſpeet at their journey 's efid"tefs gle. 
_ ribusand'inviting; Few then them- 
ſolves with zeal to feek wa 7 
kingdom; nor could they do ſo with equal en. 
escuragement, till thy meritorious death had 
opened an entrance inte the high and holy place 
But how contentedly, how thankfolly, ovght! 
ta tread .in thy bleſſed ſteps, ſuſtained b the af. 
= ſyrance of eternal rewards, and directed in the 
5 right mop by the light of thy doctrine For thou 
| abe muy, the truth, and the” life, John i. 
cup aftlictionshave taught me, and alf believers 
that tribulation is the paſſage to thy heavenly 
kingdom; and that the proper 'method-of 4d. 
taining aby crown, is being made a aker of 
_ . thyicroſs. Had'ſt thou not gone before us, who 
| would have the — —- 
EF S eee 5 Nay, tho thou 
WP , yet bow umi. 
| ; how backward. are we'to — oe 
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be andifecl! they do, how wreichedly Mock, 
alaſs; how cold, and motionleſs, ould ug 
have ſtead; had not thy grace and wonderful 
condeſcention- vouchſafed to grant us the advan- 
age of fo clear a light, and the provailing-avorive 


7 
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ee and ber we 25 Jae 5 
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> Bas E thy no ay" 4 600 
when afflictions threaten to attack 
* rumen what I endured for - 


only, but what fo 
ſaints have ſince vou 


many brave and getierons 
endured for mine, 


ſiſted unto blood; as I and they have done. 
Their diffeulties were greater their temptatim 
ſharper, their ſorrows more piereing, their r- 
ciſes more ſevere; and yet in theſe they 1 4 
more than o It will thetofore be tk 
great ſervite to che confirming thy hope and pa- 
tience, if thou moſt diligently compare thy yery 
byhe, with their much — 1 and Lk 


thy fake: bay, not what 1 endured for 'thitis . © 


Alaſe, thy tryals yet are ſmall, nor haſt thou ro 4 


bk 
. 
were A 


aa 


/ 


| | and the leſs calamiriescall equally for ſubmiſſion 


: not only ſq, but the eaſier will be thy lot too, 
For conſideration will reconcile thee to it, and 
time and expgijence make it familiar. Not 


224 of the Initotion of Ju8vs cukur. : 


load ſeem ſo unſup 


rather than from the true nature and reaſon of 


circumſtances with very different eyes. ' But be 


trouble, the more cammendable is thy wiſdom, 


men uſually labour to coyer theit Want of tem: 
pee yrithal ; © Had this been dhe by an enemy 
A or a ſttanger. I could haye borg it; but fron 
8 N A fr iend, a relation, One whom have high! | 
e obliged, and have a right to expe}, betict 
i nn N Mk FOUR EY cats | Sd, 


portable; and thou canſt hard. 
ly be brought to think the caſe of others ſo much 
more deplorable ; conſider, whether this fle 
eſtimate does not procęed from partial affectjon, 
tenderneſs to thy ſelf, and a fretful impatience, 


the thing. For theſe corrupt men's judgment, 
a nd make them ſee their own and other people 


thy ideas true or miſtaken, yet- Rill the greater 


and conſtancy. And it is not the degree or mea. 
ſure, but the author and the conſequence of ſu. 
fering, which is the proper motive to patience, 
Now he better thou art compoſed under any 


and the larger will be thy recompence. Nay, 


matters it much, who are the immediate inſtru- 
ments, or from what nęxt hand thy afflictiom 
gome. For thoſe are very idle pretences, which 
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6 | neſs and ingr atitude ? Had 1 given any juſt 
v occaſion for that diſparaging report, it would 
« never have vexed me; but to be flandered 
and abuſed, without any ground, without the 
leaſt fault or provocation of mine, I think it's 
very hard: the thin vg it ſelf I could away with 
« but the perſan and the particular circuinitan- 
ces, put me out of all 8 Alaſs, theſe 
nice and frivolous di inctions, ſuch as ate al- 
gether foreign and impertinent to the matter 
n hand ; and what the virtue of patience is. no 
ny concern'd in. For this t. kes injuries and 
fonts by the great, without entering into any 
articular examination of their nature and qua- 
ty, and peculiar aggravations ; nor does it at 
regard wh, perſon by whom it is done, bux 
onſiders what perſon only by whom it is to be 
dwned, 
No man hah yet arrived to a due e 
this grace, who is not content with any kind 
Wtryal, from any hand whatſoever. "The dif. 
eeaces of friend or foe, of ſuperior, inferior, or 
ual; of a good-natur'd and conſcientious, or 
wicked perverſe, vexatious man, are af no 


what it will, and come from whom it will. 
it be gffereg but once, or repeated never is. 


ing hand of God is attended to; and every 
* and ware inte 5 


nſideration at all. But, let the provocation EY 


en, tis all alike. / 83 in all the — 4 


W 


- # 77 * 2. | . 8 > [2 | 
26 a <0 x Winner, 


dea by bim and whit proceeds fron bim bd 
ways good, and ſure to form 0 e 


Ad us ncthing be appeles be 
. And, as nothing he ſeeming 
I * never ſo ery. apa be to good . 


Aiſadvantage : ſo nothing, t never mat: 
Aud deſpicable i in it ſelf, when 3 and de- 
F cently entertained, ſhall be cer ute! 
| Wwarded, Arm thyſelf therefore for combat, ane 
- decline no occaſion of engaging that | offers, 1 
|| thou defireſt the glory of the conqueſt. | Wit 
| out fighting thy way thro', there is no coming 
at che crown. And they, who refuſe to ſuſſtt 
with Chriſt, do in effect, and by neceſlary cons 
Fquence refuſe w reign with him. Stand op 
Es: bravely to afffictions, and quit zhy (elf lik 
t man, Repoſe and happinefsitabite thou cv 
A '._ veteſt, but theſe are only to be obtained by | 
b). Victory and triumph are tha things thu 
aimeſt at: but who was ever yet ſo abſurd, as i 
think of triumphs without | ehamies and hard 
_ hips," or with' un utes . without a nes 
© Dijeiph.] L acquieſce, dear Bard, in all t 
- yy nor will I indulge fuch.yain-impginatic 
Bat ſince even where the -ſpirit-is-mott. willing 
the fleſh is miſerably weak : aſſiſt ie; I beſceo 
0 3 that by thy power and 1 may 
- able to do, whar by my own I cannot liſt 
aid even natute is -averſe from ſd much as ': dr 
* es one Wer ll tems 
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a6 bear: how every ſhock makes my feeble 
art. ge ground: Lord, do thou ſupport and 
vofirm me, that tribulation may appear, not on- 
y tolerable,” but even 2 in compliance 
— my will and my duty. For, what 
cr humanity may 270 in theſe caſes, 
ger hes: in my own- better — 
ent, which confiders things in the chriſtian” - 
d fpirtitual ſenſe, I am abundantly - ſatisfied,” 
ww much the harſher iſperfarions of thy FH 
c nce conduce to wy foul's advantage. 2 15 Y 1 
” no chaſtiſement for the ems joyous,” 
k ewas, yet my better ſenſe; when 1 think 
, convinces me of thy wiſdom and — 


heir e me ts my l 
A 


mii en our rot Rate. q F "PA 


zue yu ey eau 
XXX. © and bewail my. infirmities'' 1 
Mr uk For every trivial accident caſts me "3 
„ and! am overwhelm d with forrow, up- 
xcaſtons which my calmer | thoughts: abut - j 2 
ty convinee tr, deſerve rather my-contetmpt,.” 
eee ora Sometimes I ſee and 
eee enn 1 9 I 
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make; how bravely I will behave my ſelf for the 
time to come: and yet, upon the next aſſault of 
ſome flight misfortune, this imaginaty bero is 
+ beaten from his poſt, and cannot ſtandthe ſhock 
' of a very common difficulty. The pooreſt and 
moſt deſpicable events are, I find, capable of be. 
coming great and dangerous temptations : and [, 
who at a diſtanee defy them, yet, when brought 
to the trial, fee}, by, ſad experience, upon hoy 

,.  Aippery ground I ſtand;  _ | / 
| - , This is indeed the wretched condition of thy 
poor unſtable ſervant; but, Lord do thou, in 
compaſſion and merey, look upon my frailty, for 
thou knoweſt it more perfe@tly than I my ff 
can. 'Stretch forth thy hand, and draw me out 
of theſe deep waters, and out of this mire of fin 
and weakneſs, that I fink not in my-- corruption, 
Ps, lxiv. I cannot eaſily expreſs the melancho- 
pp refleRtions, the ſname and confuſion, the indig: 
nation and ſad perplexity of heart, which the 
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- . conſciouſneſs of my own inability to teſiſt temp 
trations, and the inconſtancy of my beſt and mol 
© vigorovspurpoſes produce: and, mo, m will 
mot always vanquiſhed, nor do I (bleſſed be God 
yield to every Wicked ſuggeſtion 2; yet - the te. 
peated aſſaults of the enemy diſturb, my qui 
and 1. am weary. of a, life, Which conſil 
+ of contiaual hazard, and painful conflid 
Aon is but tos manifeſts, I need ap. ocher ag 
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ment to prove it, than that caſh acceſs oil 
thoughts find in my Breaſt. Which, in deſ 
of all my watchful care, and moſt manful . | 
ples, are much ſooner inſinuated, and received, 
than either driven out, or prevented from enter- 
iu again. 1 

Look en then, thou almighty rock of IE | 
fach and lover of ſouls, and interpoſe thy power , 
ind protection; give ſeaſonable ſuccour, and 
happy ſucceſs to my fruitleſs: endeavours, Arm 
and. guard me with ſtrength from above: and 
ſufter not the old man, the corrupt inclinations 
of my fleſh, which refuſes to be entirely ſubdued 
and 1 to reaſon, to ufurp any dominion o- 
ver my better part. For this obſtinate rebel te- 
news its inſurrections daily, and bids me battle: 
calls me to combats and hazardous engagements; 
which muſt never, neyet end in perfect peace 
and fafety, ſo long as this miſerable ſtate of mor- 


very action and accident of my life involves me 
" freſh dangers ; fince every ſtep I take is upon 
Inares and precipices; ſince every time and 
place is cloſely beſet with - 1robbles and 
oils; with treachery and temptation, and a nu, 
nerous hoſt of enemies ready ta deyour, and 
wallow-me up. For fatal uninterrupted ſucce(s 

lons of trials evety moment renew their attackes 
= when 1 3 or 


e 


| W 


tality endures. Moſt miſcrable indeed, fince e- 


ily vanquiſh'd' many; nt : 3 
£4 * 4s none, ogy 


f 8 andi its affections have ſtill a powerful influenc 
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immediately affuole't me, and make fiercer and 
more furious attemptsupon {ome other quarter, 
which I hoped had been (ufficienty guarded 
from their ap b 
And can a life, ſubject to ſuch ſurprizes and 
hazards, and embittered with ſo many trouble 
and fevere trials, incumbred with ſo much frail. 
ty and corruption, be valued and eagerly coe. 
ed? Nay, can that deferve the very name of lik, 
which naturally breeds and difcaſcs, and 
expoſes us to ſach variety of deaths? Yet incon- 
fiderate man hugs, and embraces, and eſtcem 
| | his only happineſs ; expects eaſe f in the midi 
ol diſtraction, purſues joys in @ valley of tears 
and vainly ſets up for the boaſted perfeCtion 
| 8 in a condition of inevitable miſery, an 
' lingering certain pain. Sometimes indeed ti 
tender ſenſe of ſome afflictons cutsusto the be 
and in our melancholy moods, we give the work 
hard words; call it deceitful, treacherous, an 
vain: but even they who rail at it mo liberal 
and profeſs to hate and deſpiſe it, cannot be pr 
vailed-with to be content to leave it. The fel 


| — and ſpur men on to the pur ſuit and love of the 
Y very enjoy mend, which reaſon and their ny 
. 7 jence haye' taught them, cannot be 

JED r pains, BO «key degree anſwer their 
ded « For we muſt obſerve, tl 
"oor love and date of n fo 
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different cauſes and princi les. The. " 

75 * luft of the eve, ; and the pride 7 
life, 1 John 1ii, engage gut affections: an 
theſe are ever preſent, and ever vehement ANAL 
The calmities and griefs, and x pains we feel pio- 
voke our hatred and contemp Foy repreſeat life 
aburden and miſery 2 and dete have their inter- 
nals and work upon us feebly and by fits. The 
former too ſtrike in with inclination, and are aſ- 
ſiſted by Natüre; the latter have no influence u- 
pon us, but what their own weight gives; all 
their impreſſions are forcible and violent, heavy 
and painful, and ſuch as we ſubtmit to, only be- 
cauſe we cannot help it. 

Thus ſenſe and Gnful pleaſures get within us, 
and which is very lamentable, debaach our rea- 
ſon. The preſent pleaſures of the body cheat tho 
mind, and vitiate our palates to that ger, that, 
being 'Prepoſſelled wich a a falſe tafte of worldly 
ſweels, we have no relich left for that delicious 
entertainment, with which God and religion de- 
light and feaſt the pure and heavenly minded 7 74 
foul, For, O, thoſe happy men, who have 
learnt to deſpiſe and abandon earthly things, and. 
conſecrated themſelves entirely to 300, by mor- 
ulicarion, ſelt-denial, and a ede courſe of fe- 
rete virtue; theſe exalted ſpirits know and feel 
the truth of God and his promiſe they find 
unſpeakahle joys and ſenſible delights, in the vo- 
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and cheat. e eee nec | anne 


dependances; for he is the only ſure refuge, the 
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cannot de had wich fatisfaQion, nor coveted with 
ſafety. They ſee, and deſpiſe, and pity, the 
folly; 5 abuſed .manRind ; diſcover the lurkia 

frauds of the tempter ; and, that rhe Derm, 
happineſs, and boaſted pleaſures. of * ſenſual and 
earthly men, arc only ſnares and anger, vanity 
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E P 0 SE thy ſelt, rer in Gol 
Upon all b and above all other 


eternal reſt of the ſaints. Grant me thy grace 
O ſweeteſt, kindeſt ſayiour, to value, and love reich 
and truſt in | thee, aboye all things. Make me to | 


pPtize thee far beforg health and beauty, to defire Miſing let 
' thee more than honour and worldly preferment, 0 my 


more than riches and power, more than wit or 


. learning; ; to rejoice in thee more tha in ples ly aff 

. ſure and proſperity, mare than in reputation and 'a 
| praiſe, more than the largeſt Fa high- WFotion 
_ eſt- deſerts,” the moſt exalte 

| tranſporting /oys, which thou canſt ar, or 

my heœart when moſt enlarged, is able te receive. en 1 fl 
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nd all the hoſt of heaven; above all things vi- 
le and inviſible,” more than all that is, or can 

x, which is not thy own moſt excellent ſelf, 
For thou, my God. art the beſt and moſt ex- 
llent being; in thee alone is plenty and ful 
<>, ſweet refreſnment, peaceful comfort, and. 
ermanent delights ; che perfection of beauty 
nd endearing graces; true honour, and adorable 
reatneſs ; in thee as in its proper center, all good 
ts, and dwells, and hath and doth, and will, 
ntinue' to abide, from, and to all eternity. 
he then thy ſelſ, my deareſt Jelus; for all 
jou giveſt, and all thou promiſeſt to give beſides, 
poor and little, when compared with the pre- 
ice and fruition of thee, And I have found, 
ther long experience, that all thy other tavours, 
ay, all nature is too ſhort and bounded to ſatiſ. 
ace, my ſoul; whoſe unlimited deſires exalt and 
love reich themſelves far beyond preſent enjoyments, 
e to d can be filled, and reſt ' contented, with no- 
fire ag eG ehem tes od yt 
ent, O my beloved Lord, and king of the univerſe - 
it ot Nit me-to thee with the bands of an entire and 
lea ly affection. Releaſe me from this clog of 

| th, and give me wings of ardent real. and pure 


joh- tion, that I may mount aloft, and take m 
moſt gebt higher than heaven it ſelſ, and find my reſtt 


tee. Ob, when will that happy time come, 
, from this body and this world, and withs -. } 
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en I ſhall be ſet at liberty from fin and corru- Y g 
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out interruption, without allay, and taſte and 
feaſt upon the ſweetneſs of my God? When 
will the neceflary cares of this life ceaſe to dif. 
tract me, and leave me er and ſeiſure to in. 
dulge thoſe longings and pleaſures, which refine 
and unbodied ſpirits feel, hen ſwallowed yy 
in the contemplation of thy divine excellencie, 
and even raiſed above — they — 
and love, and retire wholly into thee? At p 
ſent I am oppreſſed with a load of infirmite 
and corruptions, and often groan under the ſen 
of my heavy burthen. The inward; joys, vit 
which thy grace ſupports me; are mingled an 
tinctured ib pains and tears, which cloud as 
darken, and deje& my mind, diſtract m 
q thoughts, obſtruct my eagereſt wiſhes and ei 
dea vours, and faſten me down to earth and mi 
fry, when I would fly to thy embraces. Ic 
not in this vale of forrow enjoy my Lord, a 
love, as 1 could wiſh; but wait . 
long grievouſly for that happy change, w 
Fee 36 the ſpire of juſt men mat 
feet, and render me kane, of their bli 
But let net, Lord, * ee u , and ah 

5 loſt, remember and commiſerate | 
5 and effec 


euneſe, and grant my i 
— of thy fatl 
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br. To thee the very thoughts and inmoſt 
defires of every heart are known; by thee the 
moſt ſecret and filent wiſhes are thoroughly un- 
derſtood. O hear me, when I ſpeak in this 
Loguage, and pour out my ſupplications in 
fghs and tears which words cannot utter: Even 
when my tongue lies ſtill, my thoughts are in 
2rciſe, and my heart within my breaſt burns 
with inarticulate ejaculations. How long, 


Bridegroom delay his coming ?- O, that be 
uld vouchſafe to enter under the roof of his 
e and afflicted Servant: O that he 
nould firetch forth his almighty hand, and deli» _ 
r this wreich, juſt ready to fink, out of all the 
iſery and trouble, which ee oppreſs, and 
ready to devour him: Come, Lord Jeſus, 
ome quickly, for without thee, no day, no 
ur, is eaſy or comfortable, for thou art e. 


thee wthe: 1 extramity of poverty and 
content. 

Sr how lie in chin riſon. of the fleſh, fet- 
"_ bound up with the chain of my fin, 
1 ac thy great mercy looſe 


of thy countenance, hooking. Joly 
me dungeon, aſſute me of thy 


their affections upon ſuch. wretched ob | | 
- h by „ f * : 1 
| YG 4; «Sd : „ N 4 * | . 
. 2 : * 3 * ? ls 
u ſauſe thinks v but, a8 f 
— . * 1 9 8 F F'V = . | 8 
15 — 1. ; 3 #3$S:44.4323 : ; 
BY . I . 8 F 4 * * 2 Wo 
\ g 
7 2 - 7 ö f «7 % 3 * 1 , l 
1 . N 7 1 , e ; 
1 X 4 . 4 ' " 8 7 


— 


— 
« 


' ſay I to my ſelf, how long will wy Lord, mx 


ope, my joy, and all my worldly plenty, but 
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( thee go until thou bleſſeſt me, till thou inſpi 
*« reſt new liſe with thy favour, ' and dwelleſ 


eſt. T by tears and fervent deſires, the fororws 
© #wounde 
and brought me down to thy ſpeedy ſuccour and 
comfort, for J am ever thigh 


to hear the prayers of my ſuffering ſervants. 


thee. © Nor will I aſcribe to my ſelf the glory df 


Lord, didft work this good thi 
thy own, thy preventing grace, an 
eite my very firſt deſires. 1 proper, but thou 


> . 1 


me, I Will love and long for only thee, my 
© God. For thou my God, alone, art my hope 
and happineſs, the only ſtay of my preſent, 
and the only bliſs of my ſutute and eternyl 
e ſtate. Such is, and ſuch ſhall ever be my ad- 
'« 1 dreſs atid fervent ejaeulations, nor will I let 


in, and converſeſt familiarly with my foul, 
« by thy ſpirit and gracious preſence.” . - 

Cbriſi) Behold me here, my ſon always at 
tentive to thy prayers, always ready to extend 
the comfort and felief thou ſo zealouſly requeſſ- 


of thy: = pan heart; and the ſtrong cries of 
{ conſcience, have pierced the skies, 


| to ſuch as be of an 
humble and contrite ſpirit, and am ready always 


' Diſciple, I indeed preſume, in the £nguiſh 
of my ſoul, to beg what I am ſenſible I cannot 
deſerve, and flee to thee, my God, for help, And 
lo, I am ſincerely diſpoſed to forſake and follow 


ſo zealous, ſo refign'd a temper; For thou; 
_ in me, and, by 
indle and er- 


preparedſt my heart. 1 ſought ches, but it 45 
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by thy impulſe and direction. Aud for this firſt 
kiſpoſition, I return thee my moſt humble and 
unfeigned thanks; acknowledging it thy beſt, 

thy ſole gift, that I have been able ſo much as 
to think or intend any good thing. Since then 


to improve the early and happy aſſiſtances of 
thy grace, 


very. beſt performances thou - qualifieſt me 
2 and humbly to remember m 
own vileneſs and impotence. For who, O Lord, 


be compared unto my God and Saviour? Thy 
works are juſt and true, thy precepts right and. 
equitable, thy providence great and 
and all things are govern'd by it, after a moſt 
mi and 22 eg, — wonderful man- 
. aſcribed to thee, eternal wiſdom of thy 
eternal father: May beaven, and earth, and all 
the creatures ſet forth thy excellencies, and in 
this general concert I —＋ LY, mouth ſhall. 
ing thy aſtoniſhing works, oy great glorics z, 


"Hb 


i like unto thee ? Or what in heaven or earth, 87 4 
which hath, or boaſts of, any excellence, = ton 


the whole of what I do or deſire well is thine, 
my part ſhall be to cheriſh evety holy. motion. 


to ſubmit my ſelf without any te- 
oy to thy holy guidance, and, in the midſt of 


glory, and praiſe, ba 


and I will never ceaſe to praiſe 4nd. magnify wy; 
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4 th an teving for Ged's merci es. 
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FAPEN thou the eyes of my underſtanding, 
O Lord, that 1 may ſee and obey the 
' evondrous things of thy law: Give me the per- 
 — fe&'knowſedge of thy will, and poſſeſs me with 
a & reverent and thankful ſenſe of all thy goodneſs 
and loving kindneſs to me and to all men; that 
J can never magnify them worthily: the leaſt 
of them exceeds my ability to expreſs, and when 
J conſider them, F am fo far from any vain pre- 
tence of merit, that al my thoughts are over- 
power d and loſt ih wonder. For all our ad. 
vantages of mind and body, ef perſon and for- 
tune, thoſe which are endowments and orts- 
ments of nature, arid thoſe which exalt and 
ſupply the defects of nature, are all the effects of 
\. thy bounty and beneficence; from whom every 
good and perfect gift cometh, James i. 17. 
Thou art the common ſource, the univerſil 
repofitory; from whence our benefits are deri- 
ved. Not to all in equal proportions, tis true, 
but, be the meaſure [ck or N 7 f di. 
daleſſings moſt plentifully, is not from that dif 
| " . penſation-tetakean eſtimate of himfelf, his plen- 
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ty will got juſtify any confidence pr boaſt of 
his own merit, nor may he inſult over his 
brethren, or behave himſelf indecently, and diſ—- 
eſtcem or deſpiſe thoſe, from whom thy mer. 
cies have diſtinguiſhed him. For the great- 
neſs of mens deſerts is moſt eminently diſcove- 
red, by a modeſt and mean opinion ot them 
ſelves, courteſy and condeſcention to others, - 
eratitude and devotion towards God. And the 
more they are ſenſible of their own wants and 
unworthineſs, the better they qualify rhemſelves 
for freſh and greater demonſtrations of thy love 
and liberality. Again, the man to whom thou 
haſt diſtributed more ſparingly, muſt not repine 
and be diſcouraged, nor fret and grudge the lar- 
ger portion of his wealthier neighbour ; but 
keep his eyes and mind wholly intent upon 
thee, and admire the freedom of thy grace, 
which, as it cannot be obliged to any, ſo gives 
» all largely, and without partial reſpect of pet- 
94 eee, 
For thou art to be praiſed in all thy gifts by . - 
every man, becauſe all cames from thee: and 
thou art maſter of thy own favours; thou giveſt 
without upbraiding, and with-holdeſt without 
njuſtice: thy wiſdom knows what meaſures 
are proper and expedient for each perſon ; and 
the reaſons, why one man differs from another, — 
Ic not within the compaſs of eur knowledge. 
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of thy mercy ; but even from this very ſubject 


/ for, the name of Jeſus, So diſtant om Com- 
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but muſt be left entirely to thy judgment, to de. 
termine the fitneſs of them. 

In this perſuaſion, Lord I readily acknoy. 
ledge and adore thy mercy, in ſuffering me to 
want many. of thoſe advantages, which the ge- 

nerality of mankind ſet a value upon. Nay, l 
am ſatisfied, that men ought to be afflicted, and 
humble their ſouls, with the conſideration of 
their own wants and unworthineſs; yet fo, as 
not to give way to ſad deſpondencies and diſtruſt 
to draw matter of comfort and joy; becauſe thou 
haſt ſo particularly declared 10 affection to the 
contrite and humble fouls, and given them 
marks of more than ordinary favour. 

Such were thoſe apoſtles, ſo mean, in their 
own and the world's eſteem, whom thou madcſi 
choice ot for witneſſes of thy truth, and attend. 
ants upon thy per ſon. Theſę very heroes in the 
chriſtian ſtory, whom thou haſt appointed 
. Judges and rulers of the whole world in matten 

_ of religion, were recommepded to that high 
promotion, by being. meck and poor. in ſpiri, 
void of guile, and mortified to the world; pati 
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ent in fuffering, content with Insolence, and 


| Hharbarous treatment; andproud of nothing, bat fe o 
{ - being thought worthy to.cydufe{hameand pain WP orct 


mon men, Io fingular were their notions, which 


| diſpoſed them with joy and moogerneſs to em. 


brag 
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de. ce what others dread and deteſt, and ſhun. 
ech all their might and induſtry. The unex- 
wſted ſpring of joy and comfort which they 

ho truly love and fear thee, and are thankful 
x thy infinite goodneſs, find within, flows from 


＋ ö 
5 | Wc conftant refignation of their minds to thy 
and ipoſals, and the reflections upon thy wiſe: eter- 
ef e purpoſes, which check their proneneſs to 


urtiality and diſcontent, and make every diſ- 
enſation of thy providence welcome to them. 
[hey are degraded with equal ſatisfaction, as 
thers are exalted: and regard not high or low, 


the N onourable or deſpiſed, according to common 
| putation 5 but confider that their tation and 


rcutnſtances in the world are choſen and or- 
ained by thee, and cannot therefore but be 
od, nay, better than any other, becauſe they 
re the effect of thy divine appointment, which 
ways knows-and chuſes the beſt. K | 
Could 'we but once arrive at this conſiderate 
emper of mind; the different accidents of life 
yould ceaſe to be either uneaſy, or extravagant 
leaſant. The violent ſhocks upon our 
afſons” would de eſtectaally preverited' 5 
rauſe | thy honour would take place 22 | 
ove our on appetites and miſtaken intereſiis. 
'overty and ſhame would be acceptahle, 2 
ming frotm the ſame hand with riches and 
onour, And even thoſe things which are moſtt 
eeable to the reliſh and inclinations of human 
„ % 2.0 =» AO TS 
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240 of he entw of Juzvs Fond 
Nour, in the extremity of diſtreſs, ſhould ſuppon 


_ wiſe, the good, the almighty giver and difpoſer 


and; perfect liberty. bas 


dne would pleaſe. and comfort. us more, 
with the conſideration of their being beſtowel 
by thee, the author of all our happineſs, than 
upon the account of any benefits to be had from 
the things themſelves, The zeal for thy ho. 


men more, and find greater. regard from 
them, than all the wealth, or glory, or other er- 
tet nal bleſſings, which here thou at any time 
doſt or canſt confer, upon the moſt proſpetou 
of the ſons of men. So ſmall is the conſiden. 
tion of the greateſt gift, in compariſon of the 


of our fertunes; who orders all things for the 
beſt, and is, in abe our kindeſ i and cou 
ant e 6 
c H A P. XXV. 
ane thi age which make for peace. 
EN xa, 1 R 1 * 


FA ARREN te me, my fon, and. I wil i 
11 form thee in the right way to true pea 


Diſcipte.]- Be pleaſed, Lord, ſo to do; fr 
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of others than to indulge thy own inclinations. 
Chuſe a moderate, nay, a low fortune, rather 
than greatneſs and abundance. Be: humble, o- 


Let this be thy conſtant wiſh and prayer, that 
God would perform his pleaſure, and diſpoſe of 
thee and all thy affairs, as to him ſeems moſt 
covenient. The man that brings himſelf to this 


to peace of mind, and true contentment. 
Diſciple, The words my Lord hath ſpoken 


' comprehenſive extent; and I can eaſily dif- 
tern in this lietle ſpace the grounds of great Joy 
ction in virtue. Did I but diligently obſerve 
heſe rules, how happily would all exceſſive con- 
rn, and violent diſorder at any accidents of hu- 


Ind if at any time hereafter I find my ſelf op- 


| ite 


hich nothing is hard, for making thoſe im- 
47 


- Chrift.]-Make it thy-buſineſs rather to com- 
ply with the reaſonable deſires and commands 


bedient, and condeſcending in all thy behaviour. 


temper and ſpirit, be aſſured is in the ready way 


xrefew in number, but ful} of ſenſe, and of ve- 


an life, be ſuppreſs d, or totally prevented 


refſed with immoderate cares or reſentments, 
thy wiſdom hath taught me to diſcover the truͥme 
auſe of my trouble; and, that I ſuiter for neg- 

«ing to comply with this doctrine. But ſu eng 
ompliance, Lord thou knoweſt, is not the wok 
f nature and meer reaſon: and therefore I im 
lore the powerful aſſiſtances of thy grace, e 


v4 


rovements, which, in the preſent leg of e 
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 -fiption,” ate to fleſh and blood im practical 
Nothi — more acceptable in thy 9 
cf of our infleenities, and ſucceſsful ad 
x . in goodneſt. Put forth thy hand they 
and what thou haſt taught me to know, enahi 
me to perform ; that I may both approve m 

- own obedience, and, (what without thee I car 
not do) invariably porſue my own happinc6u 0 


g ſalvation. 
| = X61 C H A v. XXVI, 


4 "pray againl evil eie 


Diſciple. 


Go nor e 0 Lord. | my God ma 

| baſte to help me, Pal. xx. For corrupt 

imaginations are perpetually riſing in my break 
515 and innumerable fears and Horrors cloſe me it 
on ſide. The ſenſe of my hazardous cc 
dition overwhelms me with Torment and de 
diſtreſs, while I ſee the greatneſs of my dange 
and che multitude of my enemies, but know ac 
"8 how ro decline che one er ro fight my way they 
* 64307 Remember, { "Fi 
| e on y progai 3 1 
res 5 and make the crooked > paler rot 
1 Tull break in pitcts the gates of braſs, and 
n ſunder the bars of tron: and 4 mill gave ii 
"g the treaſures 1 * richen of , 
* * r 0 Ben 
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Diſciple.) Lond. fines thou haft applied 
| Dif) words to my comfort, Tet = I 
beſeech ee, © tally find the gracious 
accompliſhment of them in my own” perſon ; 
and ſcatter all my dark and diſmal, dee 
Sofol thoughts, by ſheding the light of thy grace 
abroad in my heart. For in the extremity of 
rick and anguiſh, this is my hope and "only 
ſupport, that I may take en in thy good- 
neſs, to repoſe all my confidence, and aſt the. 
burthen of my cares u thee ;. to pour out 
my whole ſoul before thee, and wait with pati- 
nce thy ow good time, for ſuccouring me in, 
ind giving me a e iſſuc out of all * 8 
ons, 


* * A r. XXVII. 
4 prayer to ſpiritual 2 0 4 las 
'DSTSCIFLEB 5 


HOOT forth, 0 blefled Jeſus, the mY 

J beams of thy heavenly and eternal li 8 * :Z 
ut it may enlighten all the dark corners fas _ 

, and effectually ſcatter evety cloud of W : 
aner and error, which now hangs ſo == 
me, Call home my wandring tho 
d repel the temptations which ſo furiouffh 


It me, e and * * 
5 5 tho 
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' thoſe fierce wild beaſts, thoſe brutiſh luſts, which 
range in this deſert, and ate ever ſtriving to de. 

vour mie; that by thy power the wilderneſs may 

be turned into a palace, and inſtead of the vio- 

lent cries and howlings of raging paſſions, nc 
ſounds may be heard there, but.ſongs of praiſe 
Thou Lord who commandeſt the winds and th 
waves, and they obey thee, Mark i. filence thy 
ſtorms within my breaſt ; ſay to that trouble 
ſea, be till, and immediately their ſhall be peac 
and a profound calm, ſend out thy hight and tt 
truth, and warm this barren foil ; fer ſuch an 

I, till fructified and, impregnated by the ſon 
righteouſneſs. Power down' thy grace upon n 
plentifully, and water me with thy refreſhit 
moiſtare, | which like ſeaſonable- ſhowers an 
gentle dew, may fatten my ſoul, enable it t 
bring forth generous fruit, in great abundana 
Raiſe and refine my mind, preſs down the dic 

ol earthly deſires, and draw my -affections u 
to heaven and heavenly objects; that a t 
reliſh of that bliſs above may give me a dil 
and loathing to all the nauſeous plealur 
| © here below, Deliver, or rather ſnatch me 
way with a holy violence, from all the 75 
cCeomforis of this mortal ſtate ;. for thirſt of he 
1 1 is greater than any ereature © 
DLithet quench, or in a good degree aſſwage. 
© - "nite me to thy ſelf with the inviolgble bands 
boy love; ſo ſhall my foul be fatisfied; | 
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thou alone canſt anſwer all my longings, ad 
the whole world without thee is a trifle, and. 
emptineſs, and nothing. | 


CH A P. xxVIII. 


. 'nſt a buſy inquiſitive temper, | 
0 N R IST. 


V ſon, have a care of indulging a curi- 
. ous humour, and do not create to thy 
elf unneceflary troubles, by meddling with mat⸗ 
ters of perſons, which are no part of thy con- 
dern. For what is this or that to thee ? follow 0 
thru me. What have you to do with the virtues 
r vices, the conduct or the diſcretions of others, 
ow they behave themſelves, what company 
ey keep, or with what diſcourſe they enter- 
kin one another? Why all this eager and in- 
emperate zeal to vindicate or accuſe them? 
lou ſhall not anſwer. for their miſcarriages, nor. - | 
e one whit the better for their excellencies, 
our own words and actions are the only things 

ou will be called to account. for. Therefore 
ok well to them, and beware, leſt this buy ⁵ 
malicious impertinence do not inflame that I} 
ckoning, Trouble not your ſelf to turn in- 
rmer, and take not upon yeu to be a judge. 
cave © that to me. oþ know every man dave Ky 
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Cheat you at laſt with fond ex 
lead you into a labyrinth, and there they leave 
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rovghly, and nothing which is done under the 
ſun can eſcape my obſervation and inſpection, 
I am perfectly appriſed of each perſon's condi. 


tion, ſee every action, nay, every intention, every 


deſign ; and not only what they do, but 
what they aim at, Theſe things are far re- 
moved out of your ſight; and therefore you 
cannot judge truly, if you might attempt, it 
innocently. But know, once more, that judg- 
ment is my perogative; and therefore it were 
impudence and uſurpation in you to attem 

it, if you were qualified to judge others. Study 
rather to be quiet; contain yourſelf within 
your on buſineſs; and let the prying, cenſo- 
rious, the vain and intriguing world follow theit 
own devices. For all which they ſhall be one 
day ſummoned to a ſevere account; for all their 
arts and ſpecious pretences cannot impoſe upoy 
me. Engage not with them in the ſame de- 
ſigns, nor let the phantom of a great reputat!- 
on, the pride of numerous and honourable re- 
lations or acquaintance, or the particular intir 
macies and friendſhips of celebrated perſons, 
engage your time and thoughts,” Thele only 
ſerde to diſtract and perplex the mind, and 
expectations; they 


yon loſt and bewildred. But I wonld ſhew tber 
the true way, and communicate my. inftruc- 
tions freely, wert thou but at leiſure to receive 


ants C( 
ligent 
tion: 
He to 
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ny ſecrets, and careful ta | 4 my motions, 
y opening the door when I knock, and watch- 
g all opportunities of entertaining me in h 


| Of lating prace and true goodnefi. © 
ACUTE, 


HIS was my promiſe to my diſciples. 
| | heretofore; peace I leave with you, my. 
race I give unto you; not as the world gi verb, 

we J unto you, John xiv. v. 27. But tho* 
eace be in every man's wiſhes, yet the quali- 

tions and prediſpoſitions, neceſſary for pro- 
ring and preſerving it, are the care of very, 
w. My peace takes up its dwelling with the 
teek and humble. And the peace of my ſer- 
ants conſiſts in ſteady patience; in attend} 


o 


ligently to my words, and following my di- 

tions. Therefore, upon every occaſion, be 
re to make a conſcience of what you, do or 
: let the pleaſing me be your chief, your, ? 
ly concern ; and the fruition of me your ul. 
mate, your only, end and ' deſire. Paſs no: 
ul cenſures upon other people's words or c- 
ons, and do not effect to be a man of buſineſs,” 2} 
retailer of ſecrets, for this will be the beſtt 
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: withdrawn fora ſeaſon, can reſolutely go on, and 
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expedient to make your troubles few and light, Wl = 
T ay, few and lig bi for to Fer trouble alto. Fe 
gether, and to have no affliction at all in mind, n 

body, or eſtate, is not conſiſtent with the na. but 

| ture of your preſent condition, but one of the Mi pri 
privileges reſerved for the ſaints in heaven and tber 
DEAR” fer 

Do not therefore imagine, that you are in per. his 
fect peace, when you are ſenſible of no calami, chat 
ty or diſturbance ; or, that a preſent freedom Wl Goc 
from aſſaults is an argument that you have no perl 


enemies, and all is ſafe and well with you, nor 
. when things proſper according to your heart's 
deſire, that this is a proof of your extraordinary 
virtue and perfection, nor if your zeal and pie- 
ty be fervent, and your contemplations full of 
delight, conclude your ſelf a particular favourite 
of God. For theſe are foreign and deceitſul in- 
ferences, ſuch as neither prove the ſincerity, nor 
the degree and perfection, of any man's virtue, 
Ibis is diſcovered by quite different marks. The 
devoting and refigning your ſelf entirely to the 
will of God, not ſeeking your own, but his glo- 
ry in every thing you do, confidering all events 
wiſely, and receiving proſperity and adverlily 
with evenneſs of temper; and ſuch a brave un- 
| ſhaken perſeverance in goodneſs, as even when 
the aſſiſtances and encouragements, of grace arc 


| harden it ſelf to undergo yet ſharper tryals wich 
J%%%é ETZ. 


10% e \ 1 N Wh 1 7 2 . 


„ .. Se 
alto- conſtaney, ſuch lowlineſs of mind, as never puffy _ 
nind, a man up with an opinion of bis own merit, 
but in the ſevereſt diſtreſſes can find matter of 
praiſe and thanks for that mercy, which even 
then inflicts much leſs than he es to ſuf. 
fer, and à firm hope, that God will not forſake 
per- his ſervants: this is the way of peace, the way 
ami, that leads to ſure conſolation and favour "with 
dom Wl God. And if, not to think highly of your own 
e no performances, you can add that other excellence 

ef deſpiſing yourſelf, and abhorring your ' own 
art's i vilcneſs, then be aſſured your peace is built up- 
aer) on fo ſolid, ſo impregnable a foundation, that 
no mortal man here on earth is capable of at- 
* taining to it in greater perfection. 1 

rite e | 


75 e 

The © True freedom of mind. 

boy ier 

1 * 4 5 5 wa . , who * 
"WM 115 is indeed the utmoſt perfection mor- 
je tality can aſpire after, to abandon all world. 


ly thoughts, and without interruption keep the |. 
mind upon the buſineſs of the Soul, and heaven- 
ly eontemplations : to paſs thro' a life thick ſet 
with cares and troubles, yet free and unconcern- - - 
ed. Provided till this unconcernedneſs pro- 
cred not from ſtupidity, heavineſs' of e 55 
. „ 


hen 
and 
with 
me 
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Goa, ar Nackful negleoe, but froh a generom 1; 
Wi af foul, by. which the man gets looſe from 
all immoderate deſires, and à too pafſionaty 
love of carthly cnjey ments. This faculty I et 
neſtiy coyet, and 4 -thee O my God, to pr 
tect me agaiaſt the cares of the world: left th 
naeceſſities of my body employ me to atxioully 
and, under that pretence, my affections ys. 
|  enſnaccd, and ſo-Tentangled in multiplicity 
1 to the prejudice and neglect of bette 
and weightier concerns, or, left I be enticed 
iin by the delufiye pleaſures of ſenſe, or diſco 
_ - raged from the ſteady 14 ef virtue and 
heaven, by tao tender, and afflictin vefEticenent 
ol any calamities which may befal me. 
I ſpeak not now of thoſe vain ſuperfluitic 
which the deluded world fo vehemently con 
| tend for, but beg tobe preſerved in theſe mik 
tries and is. For miſeries and danger I 
|  cannotbut eſteem the common and unavoidable 
incumbrances of life, ſince theſe are heavy, and 
_ cling cloſe about the ſoul, and put it under 
 _ ſuch a ſtrait confinement, that it cannot freely 
| - obey the diſpoſitions it feels within, of getting 
dope concern for the world, and fixing its de- 
| fires and endeavours upon ſpiritual” object. 
Thou, O my God, art ſweetneſs inexpreffible 
A But chat my ſoul may truly reliſh thee, rather 
turn, I beſesch thee, all *y worldly comfort 
8 into e than fer * 10 vitiate my 
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ie, und give 4 guſt to ee th 
py deludiny”Eharnt of preſent”. y win 
good. O, let not fleſh and Meade in theie 
conflicts with the f 5 it g let not. the world and 
its fading glories cheat me into ruin let not 4 
the ſubtle enemy of Puls ſupplant me With his 
tempting deluſions. Giveme courage to reſiſt, 4 
when called to the tombat ;z. patiencs- ro en- 
dure, when called to ſaffering ; firmneſs of 
wind to perfiſt immoveably'in my duty, when - 
temptations and evil ſuggeſtions endeavour to 
ſeduce-me, . Exchange, if it be thy Will, the 
tranſitory and falſe comforts of ob world, for Bu 
the oil of true'gladnels, the aſliſtances and ſweet 
kufaftions - thy- blefied ſpirit ; and, inſteag, 2 
of carnal love, and ſenſu al inclination, let the 
love and defire of they be diffuſed thro? f 
whole heart; and-reign t their untiyall'd. — 460 
Even food and raiment, and the be te 5 5 
by which liſe is ſuſtained, are . a. grievance, and 
obſtruction to zealous and purified ſouls. . But, 
what muſt be a burthen, age me not make an 
cccaſion of ſin; by uſing the ercatures intem- 
1 a e indulgence, or an inor- 
„ Nate, I know, it is my dd: 
Fake 3 na therefore, entir ely to refuſe. = 2 
lect theſe proviſions were fin an$ingra-" MI 
— But to en our deſites beyond he 
Proper uſes. f theſe — and let them looſe 
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this the law of God hath moſt wiſcly forbidden, 
becauſe it were in effect to'cennive at all licen- 
tiouſneſs, by cheriſhing che fleth, and animating 
and ſupporting it in infolence and rebellion «. 
ainſt the ſpirit. Between theſe two extremes 

re lies a ſafe medium, in which I I bumbly 
implore the guidance of thy ſpirit ; left I decline 
from virtue en either ſide, and going aftray af- 
ter my own inclination or unadviſed zeal, for. 
fake 4 pa and fly out beyond the e 


chou Ha ſcribed for me. 
| . "LG A P. XX 
80 2 the great obftruBlion to virtue nd 
. bappineſs.. LENT | 
0 HEIS T. 


: 7 


0 N, 1. ns aim at nuribathg al, know 
that i it is not to be bought at any price kb 
than thy all. Earth muſt be exchanged for 
heaven; and where I give myfelf, E expect the 
whole ian without any reſerves. Think not 
private reſervations” of r 
ot pleafure, in bar to my entire poſſeſſion; for 
"S the world cannot do thee greater g's 
than ſuch love. This ſticks mote NN , whit 

s are looſe and at a diſtance. © And 
5 iſten ve * . — as 
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the degree of thy on love aud Sndlinetion for 
them gives opportunity and advantage. 
If your mind and its affections be pure, and fin» 
cere, and moderate, nothing an have che pow- 
t to enſlave yau., 
And what pretence .-can you have ſoffering 
them to be otherwiſe ; for whe would ſet his 
love upon things, which cannot be obtained 
without difficulty, oftentimes not with it ; or, 
if they bez eannot be enjoyed without danger? 
ho would court bonds and captivity, and be 
fond of having that, which will obſtru& his 
weighitieſt concern, aud rob him of his liberty? 
ere theſe conſiderations duly attended to; it 
would appear prodigious . any man not 
q teſign himſelf up entirely to me; to conſume; 
his ſtrength with unprofitable vexations, and 


rhich are in his to avoid. 
Fill then, and ſubmit all to my 


n 


bb beet thats cer oe of the reach! of the world. ans 

for W's temptations. But if intereſt and private teſ—- 
the ect ſtill govern in thy heart, all thy applicati- 
not ns will de in vain. Thou tunneſt away from. 
reſt roubles in one Place, to meet them in ka $6 
fot (king reſt but finding none, .becauſe thou al- 
lice, ys carrieſt 1 torment” bent thee. For, 
bil rn in thy, moſt Aycceſefyl, Attem pts, there. will 
and e ſomewhat wanting to give thee complet 

I. Wpfaction F and in moſt OA retirements. 
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' thee no real good by being en/oyed, but by being 


_ riches only, but of honour and reputation too 
country, or a colledge- life ? But cloiſters and de: 


is not, cannot be effected, unleſs his mind ben 
ed on me alone, as the proper, the only center 


enjoin otherwiſe, is very ſhort and wnfalthfa) 
for freſh;occafions of ſin and trouble will quick 
| _ ]Iy offter themſelves; and then not only the old 
8s inconveniences will return again, but new ind 
5 5 life upon which they have entred: And thu 
: vie * gs ner a Jolly em 8 


rd 
* 
A ; 
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thou wilt be diſturbed and havnred by ſoms 
croſſes, The world, and its advantages, can de 


ſlighted and deſpiſec s This is the caſe, not of 


for they alſo make themſelves wings, and fly a 
way 3. and thou canſt never be ſafe or happy, 
but by mortifying thy ambition and vain- glory 

How many people pleaſe themſelves with fond 
imaginations of eaſe and leiſure to be good, in 


ſerts ſignify nothing. without the zeal and di 

ofition of an hermit; The convenience of place 
is very little; and all its boaſted expectations va. 
niſh, except the man be changed, as-well as hi 
refidence, and manner of living, And this chang 


of all its affections and deſires. The liberty me 


water, and ſuch as are prculiar on that new fiat 
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: N pr ayer | 7 or purity of hear 7, and beavenly # .Y 
| 2 7 | wiſdom. e W 1 


DISCIPLE. 


ASTABLISH mc, Lord, with thy free _ 
F., /pirit, Plalm. li. 11, that, being ſtrengthn- 

ed in the inner man, I may purge my ſoul from 

ill vain anxiety, and baniſh idle fears, and get o- 
yer the diſcouragement and diſtracting troubles © | 
of the world. Let not che raging and impatient 
deſires of any thing here, though never ſo allu- 
ring and ſeemingly valuable, perplex my thoughts, 
and draw me of from thee, Give me grace to 
confider my ſelf, and all below, as things full of 
vanity, and of very ſhort continuance, For ſuch _ 
indeed are all things under the ſun, vexation of 
ſtirit,and altogether lighter than vanity it /elf. 
And he who ſtedfaſtly looks upon them as ſuch, 

8 the truly, the only wiſe nan. 
Impart to me, then, Omy God, I beſeech 
thee, that heavenly wiſdomwhich may diſpoſe me : 
to ſeek thy kingdom and thy righteouſneſs ; to 
ſell all J have for this one pearl of great price; 
and to eſteem my ſelf rich in no treaſure but thee, 


9 
1 
Mart, xii. to love and delight in thee alone: to 
take Satisfaction in all things elſe, only in ſuen 
vegrees, and in ſubordination to ſuch purpeſes 6 
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chou haſt appointed: and to receive eyery dir. 


deſpiſe the infinuations of flatterers, and meekly 


ſayers and flanderers. For this is wiſdom indeed, 


Charms: and reſolutely proceeds in a ſtraight 
tilty of thoſe who labour to entice; or the ma- 


 Hewa cbriſtian augb⸗ to. behave bimſelf; when 


II or think tl ot:thee, let not this diſtuth 
{ | thee. The provocation to impatience and ang - 
ty teſentments, Which ſach ill treatment uſually 
miniſters, will be much better employ d, againſt 
| ahy ſelf. Take then this caution of W 


penſation of pravidence, with ſuch à ſpirit and 
temper as becomes my * and may ren. 
der it ſerviceable to the ends for which thou de. 
ſigned it, Grant me ſuch prudence and condud 
in all my converſation, that J may decline and 


receive the contradition.and reproaches of gain: 


when a man is net carried about with every blaſt 
of air: but ſtops his cars againſt the ſyren'z 


ſteady courſe of virtue, in deſpight of all the ſub 


lice of them who would terrify, and drive him 
from it. VFC 


C.H AP. XXXIH. 


men ſpeak evil of him. 
N & fon if detractors and flanderets ſpak 


. 


humility, by reflectin 
lab tie convented from 


| Brac ſight, thy own 


alice labours to leſſen thy reputation, ſo much 
he leſs do theu appear in thy own eſteem. If 
be well within, and thy heart right with me, 
e impertinent cenſures of envious men will 
nake no very deep impreſſion. And when 


ion be placed upon a thing, which makes thee 


ot the greater, and if they revile and run thee 


ber 


d equity. And great ſhall thy content and 


he favour of men, nor ſervilely feareſt their cen- 
re and difpleaſure. For, after all the com- 


te affections, and vain fears are the polluted 
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how many things, 


nind is conſcious of, and the more their wicked 


eſe reach thy ears, inſtead of recriminating and 
kntment, it will be wiſely done to look up to 
e, and not to be diſordered at any judgment, 
ich men ſhall take upon them to pronounce 
neerning thee. For why fheuld thy ſatisfac- 


ot one whit the better or the worſe ? If they 
ommend and ery thee up, thy real merit is 


own, thy innocence is not the leſs. Seek then 
me honour and ſatisfaction frem me, from me 
nz, whoſe ſentenee never ſwerves from truth 


by quiet be, if thou neither ſolicitoufly courteſt 


unts of outward accidents, the true and origi- 
ground of all diſquiet is within, for inorui- 


untain from whence theſe bitter 22 oH > Y 
nt, and perplexed thoughts, and every. 
fuſton and diſorder of a troubled mind pro- 
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| veal, 


"Bow God as 70 be tired fo in i cine chat 1 
r eee | efſed 

: the 

J. DSISCIPLE tb 

A be h: 
F E Lord eiuer, and the Lord taketh | a diſt 
I way, ble fed ze ite nome of the Lord, Johne, 1! 
4.21. Yea bleſſed be thy name, for this very ny fir 
| calamity, with which thy fatherly wiſom andy in t 
- affection + hath now thought 3 to chaſtiſe hou, h 


and try me. 1 cannot flee from the ſcourge of "ces 
hy rod, but I will fly to thee for ſuccour, andy 0v 
i that thou would'ſt aſſiſt me with thy pa-{WF-oncen 
- tience, and turn all my ſufferings to my ſoul eithe 
advantage. Jam indeed in trouble, and can- 2 
not but confeſs the preſent diſorder, which tha ring 
| + misfortue gives me. But this is my on infir- 
rand nom not wet ae pro for as 1 
ang bt, Rom. viii. 16. For, * 401 lay? 
| . + + Jard, fave me from this Baur. No, deareſt 1 lect « 
5 A / ther, thou haſt not brought me this hour, had iN ccf 
Lo not eee thy glory, and my on good. And 5 
"therefore I would rather beg, that my / affliction fat 
may continue till. thy gracious purpoſes are ap oteC 
\ eampliſhed. in me, and, when thou ſeeſt met” 
ſufficiently humbled, that then, and not befor avg 
LION would K& dena. 8 SE ** aut was tab 
0 | 


4 DE ag, 
* 4 - * 
- * 4 a 4 * 


of the Tmitation fJz s us cns 162. 259 


Fot my deliverance, I am convinced, can 
me from no other hind ; fince I my ſelf ar. 
zeal, and f oor, and blind and know neither 
hat is beft, or what to do. | G:ant me then, 
eſſed Lord, 4 reſcue in thy own due time, and 
the mean while ſtrengchen me with patience, 
t by thy powerful aid I may bear up againſt 
be ſharpeſt tribulations without deſponden 

r diſtraction. Not my will, Lord, but thine 
ne, ſhall be the conſt int language of my heart: 
ny ſinful heart, which acknowledges thy mer- 
in the midſt of wrath, and ſadly reflects, that 
hou, haſt puniſhed me much leſs than my of- 
nces deſerve. O that this humble ſenſe of 
ny own guilt may work in me: a fixed and 
ntented ſubmiſſion to thy will, that I may 
either unduly - dechne, nor unthankfull 
murmur at the weight or the length of my fu. 
rings, till thou ſes fit to eom 
nd reſtore to me che comforts of thy favour and 

dulgent providence. 


fe of want of power in thee to calm it; bur 
cauſe a perfect calm is not yet ſeaſonable for 
he. Thy powerful hand can lay it in a mo- 
nent; thou canſt abate its fury, or thou cant 


1 by my own experience, and the re- 
' a K mercies ri not t ſulfer hg... 


e this ſtorm, | | 

For, if the ceinipeft fil rage, his is not” the al 

noe and upp ort me under its violence. aud 25 4 
I Know thou canſt; for thou ban | 
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ä to doubt the efficacy of thy power. But, i 
proportion as my grief and burthen is greater, 


much the ſweeter and more refreſhing let H e del 
healing virtue, and ſpiritual conſolations be; an at wi 
let me feel thy gracious promiſe, that thou uil i unſel 
not ſuffer thy ſervants to be tempted above their ſu 
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ve thi 
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they are able, but wilt with the temptation 4 
make a way to eſcape, that they Ha be able i 
bear it. 1 Cor. x. 13. | 


CHAP. xxxv. 
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- A M chat Lord, my ſon, who is the ſtrong 

hold of afflicted men in the time of trouble 

. and! in whom thou doſt well to take ſanctuaij 
in all thy adverſities, Nabum i. But, if th 
cComfarts make not haſte, thou doſt chy ſelf fre 
quently obſtruct and diſappoint thy own cxpec 
tations, by deferring thy prayers, and not hu 

tening to ask relief. For men generally try : 
other comforts and remedies, firſt, and reſent 


me for the laſt refuge, in times of loch extremi: err de 
ty, when nothing will do them ſervice; and ken 
then my honour is concerned, not only to deere tt 


15 feat thoſe human contrivances, in which * 
. vin! 
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diſcharge thy duty. For, if thou fail not to qus 
lify thy ſelf tor receiving them, grace and con 
ſolation ſhall certainly approach in due time 
I the Lord tarry, yet wait for bim, for he «il 
ſurely come, Reb. ii. and heal thee. The loa 
which now oppreſſes thee is only laid there 1 
try thy ſtrength and virtue, nor would it fo de 
preſs thee, if thy own folly did not make it he; 
vier, by. heaping on anxious cares for the ſuture 
upon thy preſent ſufferings. But this is to cot 
ſpire againit thy ſelf, and urn thy own tor 
tor. Sufficient to each day is the evil there 
Matt., vi. 34. without charging it with additic 
nal croubles, which no way appertain to it 
Theſe are indeed impertinent and ſenſeleſß 
all times; for, how ablurd is it to exalt or dere 
one's ſelf, by hopes and fears, and fond and fear 
ful repreſentations of diſtant good and ey 
which have not any being in nature, and pr 
bably may never be at all? Diſmiſs theſe emp 
but painful follies, the meer creatures of thy ov 
ſick imaginations, for ſuch deluſions are a gre 
reproach. upon reaſon, and a greater yet upd 
_ chriſtianity; when thy mean timerops ſoul | 
mocked by ſuch airy phantoms, and ſo ve 
eaſily led captive by the enemy's ſuggeſtion 
And juch are thoſe deſponding or fangyi 
thoughts of what will be hereafter, Whcih 
it be ar not, he matters not; for his buſiueß 
to deceive and undo men. And true A fa 
885 5 *. 
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cuz hopes and terrors contribute equally to this de-. 

con fign. The love of preſent good, and dread of 
time approaching evils, are inſtruments of ruin em- 
vil ploy'd by him, with wonderful addreſs; and if 
> load uin be but the conſequence, the methods and 
re 1] management of it are altogether indifferent to 
ſo de him, | 


t hel Do not therefore ſuffer fear to deject thee, 
tur but ſtill maintain thy chriſtian courage, and 


o cou place all thy confidence in my mercy, I am 


mea always ready at hand, when thou ſuppoſeſt me 
hereof: a diſtance, and, at thoſe times, when all is 


dditi given for gone, things are ſo far from deſperate, 


that proſperous events and moſt ht Lb com- 
arts are breaking in upon thee, like a glorious 
fun from an aſtoniſhing eclipſe. Tis raſhneſs 


xcauſe ſome croſſes have thwarted your expec- 
nisfortuncs within, or the violence of any ca- 
rom - the 
umſtances have to pronounce, that all hope 


feſcape and beiter days are paſt. Nay, which 
the moſt ſenſible moſt deplorable caſe of any, 


ard calamities, thou feeleſt the inward ſup- 
ts of my 


hops thee 


herefoce to conclude affairs in a loſt condition, 
tions 2 nor can either thy own reſentment of 


anity without, give . thee ſufficient . grounds, | 
terrible appearance thy prelent. cir= 


at the ſame time that I ſcourge thee with out- 
grace withdrawn, which ſhoul Le- TY! 


nes ble thee to bear the rod; yet even ſo, think 
or fi thy ſelf forſaken, or that J have totally caſt '' ' 
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thee from my preſence. The way to heaven i; 
ſet with briars and thorns ; and they, wbo ar. 
rive at the kingdom, travail over craggy rocks 
and comfortleſs deſerts : and more it is for their 
advantage to have their virtue awakened, and 
brightned, and brought to the teſt, by the ſmart 
of Adverſity ; than that all things ſhould 90 
ſmoothly on, without any manner of let or mo. 
leſtation. 2 5 | 

The heart of man is deceitful, who knows it? 
Thy very ſelf art often under very dangerous 
miſtakes about thy own condition; Thou art 
ignorant what thou art, and much more igno- 
rant what is fit for thee. But I, who have a 
perfect underſtanding of both, ſee plainly, that 
| it is proper and beneficial ſome times to be left 
do thy ſelf; that thus ſtruggling to fo little pur- 
poſe with the calamities that bear thee down, 
thou may'ſt be brought to a juſt and humble 
ſenſe of thy infirmities, that this ſenſe may 
check thy vanity, and ſhew, that all thy attempts 
| which prove ſucceſsful, are owing entirely to 
another hand, and thou art in truth much, very 
much leſs than that mighty man thou art apt 
to take thy ſelf for. This makes my de- 
priving thee of thy uſual comforts convenient, 
but ſtill tis in my power to reſtore and aug: 

ment them to thee, when I ſee convenient. 
Nor think me hard and unjuſt in theſe diſ- 
penſations; for who ſhall forbid me to do wy 
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474 11 947 15.44 div 3ris $25 . 
Iwill with my own? T gave thee what thou 
cks Wl couldſt not claim; and I take away what thou 
heir Wl baſt no right to keep. For every good and per- 
nd % gift is mine, and not a debt but a favour, 


nart James . 17. If then affliction comes, remem- 


ber tis of my ſending; and 1, who laid the croſs 
can both remove and recompence it: I i and 
make alive, I bring deus to the grave, and raiſe 


neſs ſhall be changed into joy unſpeakable. 

In all my dealings I am juſt, in all wiſe, and 
good; and deſerve not only thy admiration, and 
attention but even chanks and praiſe  Could'ſt 
hou but rightly comprehend my metheds, and, 
he ſecret reaſons of them, thou .would' drink 
p the bitter portion with joy; upon this very 
onſideratiĩon, that I do not ſpare thee to thy hurt, 
ut end a fflictious in pure kindneſs to thee, when 


rye the tenure of wy gracious promiſe to my 
en ſo bave 1 Joved you John xvi. But both my 
ather's love to me, and mine to them, was ex- 
ld, not by falſe and tranſitory joys, but by 


onours, but to reproaches and dilgrace: not by 


and 


265 


up from it: Sam. li. And, in the inſtant that 
Iky my thunder by and ſmile again, thy heavi- 


foreſee they will be for thy advantage, Ob- 


eſt beloved diſciple : as m father loved. me, e- 


arp and long conflicts: by being called, not to 


dlulging them in caſe and ſloth, but by inuring 
what en to trials and difficulties; by calling them, : 
Is teſt and peace, but to bring forth noble 
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and generous fruit with patience. Remember chec 
wall theſe words, my 0. ard then thou cank 
not think much to drink of the cup that 1 dran 
of ſo deeply, and to be baptized with the Baptiſn 
that I was baptized with, Thou canſt not then 
deſpair, or think, that God, in afflicting thee 
hath. abandoned all care and concern for ty | 
nefit : ſince even that tender, that unparallel'd, 
that unconceivable affection, with which he lc 
ved his own dear ſon, hindred not his making 
chat very captain of ee perfect through 
Mering,, Heb, ij, And what art thou? What 
is the beſt of men in compariſon of him? What 
arte thy agonies and trials, the very worlt of thine 


LY l , o 


in compariſon of his? 


„ n e 
, ſeeking God alone. _ 
DSISCIPLE 


| T H mercy, Lord, is great, which hath 
1 ihys far enabled me: but Mill, I feel! 
want a larger portion of thy grace, which me 
conduct me with ſafety to ſuch a ſtate of petfec 
tion, as may ſecure and ſet me at liberty, tron 
all che obſtacles which the creatures lay in my 
| way. Far, ſo long as I retaia an effection or con 
cn for any thing in this world, I find my 5 
3 "A * 4 e e « 
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check d and reſtrained in her flights to thee 
and heaven. How often do I make the pro- 
phet's wiſh my own, O that T had wings lite a 
dove, for then would 1 fly away, and be at ret? 

Lo then would | get me away far off, Pl. Iv. and 
remain at a diſtance from the world. Now 
what is more at caſe, more abſtracted from the 
world, than a true ſingle-hearted honeſty ? 
What can boaſt of freedom equal to his, who- 
covets nothing upon earth? All created beings - 
ſhould' indeed be paſſed over, and left behind in 

this flight; and a man muſt make a ſtreteh 
even beyond himſelf, and abandon his own na- 
tural inclinations and defects, in order to get 4 
diſtin view of the creator, and thoſe perfee- 
tions in him, to which nocreature bears any re- 
kmblance, Now this is the very reaſon, why 
h few employ their thoughts in heavenly con- 
tmplations with any ſenſible delight; becauſe 
When they attempt it, they do it unskilfully 3 
not diveſting themſelves of thoſe worldly -_ 
tcctions which damp and diſguſt them in the 


1 


bah, ST OT Io ge 
cel I It is not, I confeſs, an, eaſy matter, nay is 


lot poſſible for ficſh and blood, by its O . W. 
rength, thus to purge the affeftions, © Nothing” 


ma 
rec 


tro s than a liberal and very 
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i divine grace can thus exalt the mind, aud, 2 18 
con were, carry the man out of Hife. But fn "If 
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| vine contemplation, and the wonderful delight 
and tranſporis attending it, and thele a great ma- 
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268 Of the Imitation of JESUS CREA. 
from all tem pora h inteteſts, and fix d down bis 
deſires to that ons object worthy. of them, Cod 
bimſelf; all _ his.knowledge and | imagined ex. 
celleneies ate vety little worth. For, Whatever 
folſe notions of hanour aud greatneſs men may 
dielude them ſelves with „5e ti ſtill all ſuch have 
oor and littl: ſouls, who dote upon that which 
ought to be diſdained, and. allow any thing, be- 
ſides the infinite and eiernal God, a very hon- 
ourable place in their eſteem and affections. 


For all which is not God, is vanity and notbirg, 


and ought to be nothing regarded, © Lou vat 
a difference is there between the wiſdom. of a 
montifed:-pious man, enlightened from above; 
pous learning of. 2 profound and 
ſtudious divine? That knowledge, which de- 
ſcends from above, ſpeaks its heavenly original, 
by marvellous and noble effects; and works a 


greater change in the map, a greater improve- 
ment in profitable knowledge, than all that 


dcomprehenſion, which the beſt capacities, and 

. the moſt indefatigable induſtry,” can cver at- 
EV 
We oſien hear vain glorious characters of di- 


mp appear very fond ot. But when, they have 
no fegard to the neceſſary preparations for it; 
their minds are full of ſenſible 0 poſſeſs d 


With the things of this preſent world ; and the 
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fbduing and. ' mortifyiog their deſires 2 paſ- 
ſions is a matter they take not ſufficient care 
about. And, while their affaits continue in 
this poſture, they are in no degree qualified for 
thoſe exerciſes of the mind, Methinks it is a, 
mot-unaccounrable folly, and argues, that men 
forget what ſpirit they are of, when they call 
theinſelves chriſtians, 7. e. ſpiritual Pee 
that have ſolemnly renounced the world, with 
its vanities, and the fleſh, with its lafts; who 
profeſs to believe and to ſeck happineſs in a fu- 
ure ſtate, and to place that happineſs.in the per- 
ſection of their ſouls, and yet. in reproach and 
contradiction to thoſe prof-fſio ons, ſuffer body 
and ſenſe to run away with them; lay out 
themſelves entirely upon periſhing and paltry 
advantages, while, the ſubftantial and everlaſting | 
ue wretchedly neglected, and their ſouls fo per- 

kctly forgotten, that they ſcarce afford one e 
nous thought to this moſt important concern. 
Or, if at any time they ſet themſelves to think, 
ome trifle preſently interrupts and withdraws 
their mind from any profirable r:coll-ctions. 
Nay, they themfeives fly out, and are glad to be 
liverted from a ſevere examination into their 
wnſtate ; which is ſure if diligently purſued, 
o preſent them with objects of ſhame and ſors - 
ow, ſuch as will wound their thoughts and ſoon 
ke them weary of this neceſſary work. 
ds we never trouble Ou; Noa to bers 
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which” way our inclinations , are diſpoled, Whiiry. 

or whither they tend; nor do we ſeri-erſon 

| ouſly bewail the abominable impurity of our Whoper 
| own hearts, though there be nothing but impuri. Whiches, 
ty there. The way of all fleſh is corrupt up 200 
the earth, Gen. 6. And that univerſal corrup. Wihunag 

tion, faith the ſcripture, brought a flood to de- Whrefcr! 
ſtroy mankind and every creature. But whence {Wjatcly 
do we think, proceeds ſuch corruption of man. Nn ot 
ners? From the corrupt aftections of men, no Wſhan's 
doubt. For, if this fountain be not ſweet, the Wc ar 
' ation, which is but a ſtream, and emanation e (cl 
tom it, muſt of neceſſity be bitter and imper- mm 
fect, For a pure heart is the ground-work of bus! 
a holy life; and as naturally ſprings from it, as Neis a 
fte fruit from the tree. [ ifde 
And herein we are greatly blameable, that ſo Pings 
lIlittle regard is had to the diſpoſitions of Vith in 
the heart, without which no true judgment men 
cam ever be made, either of ourſelves pon 
others. But this, which is in truth of great - ¶ teem 
eſt conſequence. the very poiot upon which nd dif 
a man's whole character turns, ſeems to be laid Nope 
. aſide, as a thing too nice and ſpeculative to be {iſo de 
very curious about. We fix our eyes upon the 

+. outward action, conſider what, or fow much a 
man hath done; but with what ſincerity, with 
what zeal, with what boneſt intention he cid 
it, or whether with none of all theſe qualificati 
e, Ye trouble not our {elves to make ſtrict er- 
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viry. So again, for the eſtimate we make of 
cſons, they are all foreign from the true and 
roper foundation of merit and reſpect. The 
ches, valour, beauty, judgment, wit, eloquence, 
good ſtyle, or a ſweet voice, or a skill of 
anagement in town or country-buſineſs, his 
referments, or his profeſſion, theſe we imme- 
ately take care to be inform'd of, and propor- 
jon our value and reſpects accordingly. But a 
2n's humility and poverty of ſpirit, his meek- 
and patience, his devotion and piety, theſe - 
re ſeldom mentioned in the character, or re- 
mmended as motives to induce our regard, 
hus nature and grace have their different prof- 
ects and affections. The former looks at the 
tide of a man, and values him according to 
bings that are not his; the latter places all 
thin, and ſets little or no value on external or- 
aments and advantages. The former builds 
pon a falſe foundation, ſecks her ſelf what ſhe 
teems in others, and is oftentimes dectived ' 
nd diſappointed : the latter repoſes her whole ' 
pe and love in God, and is neither miſtaken, 

or deluded by falſe expectations. 
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: CHAP. XXXVIL, 


: Odea. 3 
15 5 CHRIST. 


in 0 U canſt not; en, be wholly free 
till chou haſt firſt attained to ſuch a mak 
tery, as entirely. to ſubdue, and deny thy te ſpoſal 
For coverous perſons, and lovers of 3 1 and 
the Juſtful, and buly, aud unſettled men, Hod; 
lovers of pleaſure more than lovers of God, 2d pe: 
all ſlaves; vile and unprofitable {laves ; con l ma 
 demned to fruitleſs and endleſs toil; ſeekin wy, 
what,they cannot find, and contriving what the ppind 
cannot compaſs, or if they could, what the th 
cannot long enjoy. For every thing, which Hen! 
not of God, is ſoon brought to novght. Obſen e ti 
this ſhort, but certain, Aphoriſm : Forſale Wi oh 
and thou ſhalt find all, Let go deſite, and thou do 
ſhalt lay hold on Peace. Conſider this rule difſÞegina 
ligently, and put it in practice, for practice nil aht 
explain and prove it to thee. Ive to 
" Diſciple.) This, Lord, is not the work of eme 
ſingle day, a maxim not fitted for weak cap- e, 
Cities. bot ſuch, as ip ove ſhort ſentence co or, W 
tains the utmoſt pins of a pious and en re 
| ſigned. chriſtian. © © diten, 
| Chriſt, ) Aud why my fon, ſhould that perfec noun 
tion 855 ht ot ene thee?, Call up thy be d 
8 4 N lis n 
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l aſpire to true greatneſs of © ſoul, and, the 
ler the virtue is, the more eager and gene 
us reſolution. do thou expreſs. of attaining to 
Ob, that, thou, wert of that happy . diſpoſi- 
| whieh utterly diſcards all narrow and fel! 
þ conſiderations, and ſubinits itſelf entirely 4 
the obedience of my commands, and the _ 4 
ſpolals of, my providence, ſo ſhould thy per- 
1 and. thy behaviour be acceptable to thy _ 
od; {© ſhould'ſt thou enjoy great ſatisfaction, 
d peace in thy own. breaſt., | Alaſs, there are © Ef! 
| many things, which muſt be abandoned; 
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eki rey, which till thou haſt ſacrificed to me, the © © 
t the ppineſs thou aimeſt at, can never be obtained. 
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y therefore of me the pute refined Gold of a 
wenly and refined diſpoſition; for that hal! 
ake thee rich, above all the "treaſures of this 
old. Caſt off the wiſdom of this generation, 
d do not flatter thy ſelf, with their fooliſh .. 
kginarions: tot they purſe ſhadows, and take, _ 
light in vanity, and nothiþg. Remember! ũ 
ve told thee, that the things which are lightly 1 85 
temed, mult” be purchaſed at the expente f 
ole, which this world eſteems moſt precious. 
or, what is more deſpiſed and mean in com- | 
don reputation, What more neglected and for- 7 He, } | 
ten, than that true heavenly wiſdom, ' which: +: 4 
rfec- nounces all merit of its on; and is content 
a de diſregarded by the men of this world? - ff 
zeal, Nis mortified and humble ſtate of mind is 7 = | 
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what indeed ſame people profeſs, and in wo 
commend; but their Kher evidently c 
demns it, nd gives the lie to all their diflemh|, 
applauſes. And yet this wiſdom, poor 2 
deſpicable as it appears to common eyes, is 

| moor! of great price, for which, all other poſſ 
ions are wiſely given in exchange: Matt, x 
That hidden treafure which is always likely 
continue hid, ſince it lies low, and few either 
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No not, my ſon, depend upon any x 
| ' ſent, diſpoſition of mind, with whid 

thou feeleſt thy (elf affected, for this is fickle: 

of ſhort duration Variety and change is wt 
men muſt be ſubject to, fo long as they carry i 

mo. ftailties of fleſh and blood about them ; and 
their endeavours cannot ſo fix their hearts, a: 
keep them conſtantly the ſame. Sometim 
dhe find thenaſelves diſpoſed to mirih, ſom 
- *_ _ tirnesto. melancholy, now they are calm a 
| * ference, by and by all over diſarder and confulia 
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Of 
warm and cold, ſtudious and induſtrious to day, 
othful and unfit for buſineſ to-morrow ; ſe- 
ions and grave, and thoughtful now, and anon 
gain, gay triffing, and as light as air. But the 
ly wife man, who is ated. by the ſpitit f 
od, gets above this mutable region of the lower A 
rid. He ſuffers not himſelf to be carried a: 
out with every blaſt and impuiſe of inconſtan- 1 
but ſettles on the baſis of the one excellent 
nd, which is always firſt and moſt in hs 
houghts, the port to which he makes, and te 
umpaſs by which he ſteers all his deſigns and 
tions, For by this method, it is very poſſiblſe 
br a man to continue unſhaken unmoved, by . F 
y guſt of inclination from within, or accident 
om without. The natural changeableneſs of -_ 
man affectione, being yet more improved by - 
ens own voluntary uncertainty; and propoſing 
conſtant end or rule to themſelves. Now  'Þ| 
ut intention, which fixes upon God as its on 
u, will keep men ſteady in their purpoſes : 
d deliver then from being the ſport and cori 
fortune. And this in ſcriptore is ſtiled & fing, 

; becauſe it ever looks and aims but at ans 
ect. Ve | 9 * 8 e Fe > 9 — 4 \ * 5 c 
The more intent then that eye is in this proi - 
d the leſs diverced from its mark, the firmer 
d more conſiſtent men are with :hemſelves ? 
the leſs-imprefiion does any change of wing 
weather make upon ſuch diligent and wiſe”, If 
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No not, my fon, depend upon any pr 
| ſent diſpoſition of mind, with whic 
thou ſeeleſt thy (elf affected, for this is fickle an 
of ſhort duration Variety and change is whi 
men muſt be ſubject to, ſo long as they carry th 
fftailties ot fleſh and blood about them; and al 
their endeavours cannot ſo fix their hearts, 28 
keep them conſtantly the ſame. Sometime 
8 they find themſelves diſpoſed to mirth, ſome 
times to melancholy, now they are calm a 
ſerene, by and by all over diſarder and confulia 
this hour fervent and devout, the gext lu 
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ons and grave, and thoughtful now, and anon 
gain, gay triffing, and as light as ait. But the 


od, gets 


above this mutable region of the lowet 
otld. He ſuffers not himſelf to be carried a- 


d, which is always firſt and moſt in his 


tions, For by this method, it is very poſfible 
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ad, will keep men ſteady in their purpoſes 
dd deliver them from being the ſport and ſeorn 
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deughts, the port to which he makes, and the 
pmpaſs by which he ſteers all his deſigns and 


vr a man to centinue unſhaken unmoved, by 
by guſt of inclination from within, or accident 
tom without. The natural changeableneſs of 
uman affeiens, being yet more improved by - 
lens own voluntary uncertainty; and propoſing. , 1 
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lothful and urifit for bufineſs to-morrow ; ſe- 


uly wiſe man, who is acted by the fpirie & 
out with every blaſt and impiuiſe of inconſtann 
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The more intent then that eye is in this prol-, 
Q, the leſs diverted from its mark, the firmer 
more confiſten;. men are with themſelvess ?: 
A the leſs-imprefiion does any change of wine 
rather make upon ſuch diligent and wie 
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pilots, But ſtill infirmity prevails in moſt : ar 
if ſome pleaſure or profit come betwixt, they it 
tain ſo much tenderneſs for themſelves, and thei 
. advantages; as to be diverted figr 

he ſame vigorous purſuit of their firſt prize 

and allow this freſh one apart at leaſt of the 
endeavours and deſires. They love Ged, b 
they would love the world too; and in this fi; 
ot divided affections ſomewhat reſemble t 
Fews ; who, as the Evangeliſt obſerves, Jo 
xii. 9, came to viſit Martha and Mary at Beile 
ay, not only that they might ſee and hear Jeſy 
but that they might ſatisfy their curioſity in be 
holding Lazarus, whom he had raiſed from th 
dead. It muſt therefore be your chiefeſt car 
and buſineſs, to compoſe this diſtraction 
thought, to fix your heart ts one purpoſe, to (et 
one good, one end, ſo zealouſly, that nothin 
_ elſe may come into competition or partneiſhi 
with it : to look upen every thing which « 
-  Verts you from, or co@ls you in this purſuit, wi 

an eye of diſdain; and conſtantly to keep yo 
hope, and deſire, and love, which are the {prin 

and guide of all your actions, upon me alone. 
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hey te be re o them who love God. | 

d thei | e | 
prize 8 

f the N 0 God, I have all FI For whom | 
d, þ can ¶ bave in heaven but thee, and what is 
is fl bere upon earth that I can deſire in compariſon t 


le . 
Job 
Betba 
Jeſu 
in * 
m tl 
t cal 
on M ealy affections cannot repeat it too often. W 
0 fee 
othin 
nei ſh 


int; for in thy favour is life and joy. 


ch i pleaſure is worſe than death. Thou hes 
„ig merry heart, a chearful countenance, in thee. 
) yo abundance of peace, and a continual feaſt, 
(pri dau giveſt me right notions of all events, and 


one, Wencielt every accident a matter of Joy and praiſe 
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Nel. lxxiii, Oh ſweet and comfortable words: 
ut this is a ſweerneſs, which none can taſte, . 
at they who love the word of God, and not the 

urid, neither the thi s that be i in the world, xr 
phn ii, 1g. My God to me is all; I need add 
> more. The men of purified underſtandings 
nd this enough, and they of purifi:d and hea- 


wart preſent, affliction and death are plea- 
When 
hou art abſent, life itſelf is a burthen, for thy _ 


me. Without thee proſperity iuſelf is nauſe - 

„ and Lloath my very mercies. For 2 1 
re below can pleaſe out palate, unleſs thy fa- 
ur and wiſdom give it a grateful reliſh. - To 
i that feeds delightfully on thee, evety bitter 28 


Ks * 


8 pleaſure \ we feel From the creator and the creature 
7 i narrow tract of time, from the#orignal Kell 
on things hers below. 


; 50 whereof, all created lights are but a leſs de 
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morſel is ſwect © but they i want or Nigh 
that heavenly. entertainment, find the moſt « 
licious dainties Harſh and bitter, | 
They, who are wile for the world and the 
- fleſh, are moſt de fective in the true and heavenly 
wiſdom. The carnal wiſdom ends in guilt any 
death, and the worldly wiſdom purſues vanit 
and empty. pomp. But they wha are wile in 
deed, conform themſelves to — example, by 4 
| contempt of all earthly greatneſs, and a vigorc 
mortification of their ſenſual Appetites and pe 
ſions, they diſdain the ſhadow, and lay, hold « 
the ſubſtance ; paſs from falſhood to af an 
from body to ſpirit. \ Theſe are the men, why 
love and delight in God, and find no ſatisfactio 
inqhe creatures, farcher han as they promote the 
honour, and ferve the purpoſes, of the great cre 
tor. IT be Joys they ny are ſubordinate and 
limited: Not inherent and natural, but by 1 
flection only; and ev thing is " efleemed it 
proportion as it tends to its maker's uſe and praile 
Ss very unlike, ſo infinitely different, is th 


from the boundleſs ocean of eternity, and 
exiſtent light, and thoſe fajnt beams (hor down 


Shine then, O light . in compa 


Ys of darkneſs. San thy ſelf into a. be 
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flight iebted Soul. purge and diſpel the clouds of er- 
or there, puriſy my polluted affections, chear 
ny ſadneſs, enliven my ſtupid mind and all its 
iculties 3 that I may rejoice and triumph, and 
ask in thy bright beams. O, when will that 
zppy, that long · wiſſ d- for hour approach, when 
| hall be filled with thy luſtre, and ſatisfied with 
hy preſence, ani my God be my all in all? Fort 
ure I am, till that bleſs'd time, my joys muſt 
e imperfect. - I feel alaſs, I feel and lament in 
ny ſelf, ſome remains of the old man till. 
courged he is, but not entirely crucified 3 
ounded and bruiſed, but not quite dead. My 
kh, in deſpight of all my painful labours, con- 
mues to-luſt againſt the ſpirit, and a domeſtick _ | 
ur diſtracts and breaks the peace and good go—- 
ernment of my mind. This cannot exereiſe 
u juſt dominion without perpetual broils and tus 
nul:yvous Inſurrections. But, O thou, who - 
abe raging of the ſea, and ftilleſt the waves 
berecf when they ariſe, Pſal. Ixvi. come ſpeedily 
o my aſſiſtance, and quell this ſtorm. Scatter 
enemies that delight in blond, and beat them 
non, O Lord, my defence. Exert thy mighty. , 
Power, and get thee honour by this conqueſft. 
or thou; O Lord, my God, art my only hope 
ad helper 3 O fave, or 1 peru. 
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| 5 O not ſappoſe, my fon, that in this world, 


| TJ give the hidden manna; Rev. ii. but milcry 
and deſttuction is the portion of faint-hearted 
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x 


n life a fate of continual temptation, 
s . I 2 | 


neceſſary, during this ſtate of mortality. Coe 
thy ſelf then with the ſhield of wiſdom, and 
fflaith.; for, if thou expoſe thy perſon, without 
this defence, the fiery darts of the wicked will 


and diligence in the uſe of thy arms be not 2 
nimated by a mind fixed entirely upon me, and 


can happen for my ſ.ke, the engagement will 
be found too hot, and that crown ot the bleſſed, 
Which is the reward of per ſeverance, can never 
belong to thee. Call up thy courkge then, and 
. exert thy utmoſt ſtrength, as occaſions of com- 
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thou ever canſt be in a condition of abſo. 
lute fafery. Dangers and enemies await thee 
every where, Violence and ſtratagems are per- 
petually employ'd for thy ruin, and therefore 
the weapons of thy ſpiritual warfare muſt nat 
be laid afide ; for uſeful they ate, and always 


quickly gall and wound thee. And, if dexterity 


a vigorous reſolution of enduring the worſt that 


bat ſhall offer. For 10 bim that overcometh will 


and feeble, Notbful and Necping Soldiers, = 
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If then theſe are the conditions of thy obedi- 
ence and reward, think: how abſurd it is for them 
who indulge their caſe here, to 7 * peace and Mi 
bappineſs hereafter, In one of the two ſtates il 
enduring muſt be thy lot, and therefore tough 
tience, and not ſoft repoſe, is what thou ſhould'ſt 
labour for at preſent,. For reſt and undiſturbed _ Þ 
content have now HO place on earth, nor can 
the greateſt affluence of worldly good procure Þ} 
them,. but there dwelling is in heaven only, and 
they are peculiar to the love and fruition of God 
alone. In obedience to his will, ſhould con- 
tentedly undergo labour and toil, trials and 
troi-bles, diftreſs and anguiſh of heart, poverty 
and want, Infirmities and diſeaſes, injuries and 
affron's, ſcandal and te pi o:ch, diſparagement and 
diigrace, Puniſhment and torture, I beſe whet 
ind brighten. a chriſtian's virtue, excrcife and 
diſtinguſh him, Theſe thorns are woven into 
wreaths of glory, ard to ſuch faithful ſervants Þ 
epay for their ſhort hardſhip an endleſs recom- 
ence; and for the ſhame, which is es Ty. 
jorgotten, Lawrels that never fade, crowns al- 
mays bright, and honours firm and immortal, as 
by own. ee ee ee e 
Theſe are the difficulties of the preſent ſtate, + 
yhich men are to be upon their guard againſt 
om without: But alaſs, they muſt not hope 
ways to enjoy peace and ſatisfaction within, 
No even the ſaints of eld, whoſe purer innocence 
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7 this traoquility, yet often found occafion to com 


"are frequently the lot of the moſt excellent pe 
+ ſons. But in all theſe ſtreights the good | 


3 truſtiag themſelves, but ſupported with the hop 
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| wasthecaſe of thoſe glorified faints, who are th 
patterns. And, what pretence eanſt thou hay 
do hope for zvy at preſent, which they waitet 
long for, and purchaſed at the expence of for 


8 1 
then thy maſter's leiſure, quit thy ſelf manfull 
- baniſh impatience and diſtruſt, perſevere in fail 

and good works, grudge not to lay cut perfor 


; doubt not, but I will one day abundantly reward 
| and in the mean time will ſtand by thee, to fu 
| tain end deliver thee in cuery danger and cal 
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and eminent vii tues might better entitle them t 
plain, their hear? was diſquieted, their ſpirit diſ 
tes, and an horrible dread overwhelmed the 


Pal, lv. cxliii, Doubts and fcruples, temptai 
ons and fears, and cutting perplexities of heart 


have themſelves with meekneſs and patience, re 
poſing their confidence in God, and humbly dif 


of divine grace and fayour, to comfort and afli 
tem and with the conſideration, that the ſuffering 
of this preſent time are not worthy to be compare 
with the glory that ſhall be revealed in them, Thi 


us and many tears, and great difficulties, ani 
ought themielves well paid even thus. Wal 


life, all, for the ſervice and glory of God, at 
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V fon repoſe thy ſoul, upon God, caſt 
* all thy care chele and let it be thy great, 
by only concern, to approve thy ſelf to him. 
hen this is done, a man ſhould not much re- 
ard what the world thinks of him, nor fear the 
enſures of others, while his own conſcience” 
ears teſtitnoriy to his Piety and innocence. Tu 
| ill thought of, is ſometimes for thy good; it 
pnforms thee'to the image of thy ſaviour ; and 
thy ſoul, like his, be meek, and humble; if 
ou ſeek not thy own glory, but his that ſent | 
te; the affliction will not be very grie dous to 
born. The opinions of men are as many ad 
different as their perſons; the greateft dili- 
rnce and moſt prudent conduct can never pleaſe 
hem all. And therefore even St. Paul himſelf, 
un whom none ever labouted more to recom-" ' 
dend his actions to the acceptance ol ibe 
orld ; be who became all things to all men, yet 
bad it neceſſary to appeal to à higher court, 
d declared it a ſmall bing With him to be juaged 
| man's judgment, 1 Cor. iv. He did his ut-" 
boſt to promote the intereſt and falvation of o? 
lers, bot even the utmoſt he could 9 Was not 
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of his accuſers: not ſo much in tenderneſs to hi 


vy ehſtinate a ſilence was an argument of hi 
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ſufficient to skreen him frem the wrongful ce 
ſures, and perrerſe miſconftrations. of men 
And therefore he removed his cauſe, and refer 
red the whole matter to that God who knew h. 
integrity ; and defended himſelf againſt the c 
lumanies and reproaches of licentions tongu 
with great bumility and invinciable patiency 
Sometimes he heard and paſſed their fanden 
in ſilence: at other times he vindicated his ow 
innocence, and reproved the unteaſonable malicy 


on honour, as to prevent any offenee which 
might be taken from bis forbearing to do ſo; and 
teſt the weak and ignorant ſhould conelude, tha 


But what is there fo terrible in the condemns 
tion of man? For what indeed is man? He live 
and flouriſhes to day, but to motrow he is gon 
and his place fhall know him no more. Fe: 
God then, and his judgment, for this is omniſci 
ent and everlafting ; and the more thou fearc 
bim, the leſs thou will be afraid of any but him 
Conſider well what hurt can come to thee by i 
jurious and reproachful treatment. Alaſs, thi 
who accuſe and blacken thee wrongfully, ac 
much the gieateſt ſufferers by their own mali 
nnd injuſtice, Their ſlander and detraction cat 
have no influence, can make no impreſſion upon 
me lighteous judge above. None to thy pre 


dice 
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dice but a ad and fatal one to their own. For 
they cannot eſcape his judgment, who hath de- 
men cleared, that they who fe ſhall be judged ; and 
efer ey hall bave judg ment without mercy, who ſhes 
big mercy, and that the ſame meaſure they make to 
e bers, be will meaſure to them again, Matth. vil. 
Pet. iv, Keep God then always in thy mind, 
en end let no quarrel and contention, nor embroil 
by (elf in troubles and differences, by being overs 
_ ewas in thy own defe ce. If thou at 79921 
nale em to be oppreſs d with diſgrace 5 
0 birch thou haft not deſerved,; bear thy burs 
vhichthcn eontentedly. Blemiſh not thy innocence: 
y two deep reſentment, nor take off from the 
, (ha Wbrightneſs off thy crown, 5 anger and impa - 
f hi ende, and eagerneſs to right ahyſelf. Reflect 
me, who once endured ſuch contradiction of 
mne tina and implacable finners, and am now ſet 


i, Look up to heaven, and there is one, 40ho. 


niſc by righteouſneſs ſhine like the fun at noon-d 
Mal. xxxvu. One, who will conſider, not only 
de infamy and wrong but thy manner of ban 


war the rigbt band of the throne of God, Reb. 


m make thy innocence os clear as the High, _ 0 


Vie it; — row e aon 


5 uk been, the kinder and moe 
OL der thou ſhalt be ſure to find me, 
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A chriſian mult devote limſelf entirely to God le. 
| » fore be can be bappy. 


CHRIST 


OSE thy life and thou ſhalt find it. For. 
fake thy ſelf and thou ſhalt poſleſs me, 
Eſteem and have nothing, and thou - ſhalt enjoy 
all things. For 1 will recompenſe thee with 
greater treaſures, and infinitely increaſe thy ſtore, 
when thou haſt made over into my hands all that 
thou haſt and art. Nn 
Diiſc iple.) How often Lord, muſt I repeat 
tbis gift; and. what are the inſtances wherein [| 
muſt forſake myſelf? 7 + 
- Chrift. ] All times, my ſon, are ſcaſonable; 
and every action, every accident of thy life, fur- 
niſhes a freſh and proper occaſion for doing it. [ 
can admit of no reſerves, but expect thee ſtript 
of all, and nothing lett which I have not a- title 
to. For ha canſt thou begenine, and 1 thine, 


receiv 
hen e 


except thy own will be rennunced in every thing, Nerd 
and no propertv of claim any longer remain un- Vith 
conveyed over? The ſooner, thou execuieſt this n ct 
deed, the better it will be for the; and the more Ning! 

fall and expreſs, the more frank and ſincete thou WP all 

art in it, the more favourable will be my acccp- i dp 
taupe, and the more valuable conſideration ſna BP' 


(hou 
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thou receive. Some indeed there are, who pre- 
end to give themſelves; but the conveyance is ſo. 
dogged with proyiſo's and limitations, that the 
te they make is worth nothing, They truſt 
themielves. to God by halves, and ate for making 


hers again dothis without exceptions ; but then 


For. In difficulties and temptations they repent of 
me, Whibeic bargain, and revoke the grant. Theſe men 
njoy make no conſiderable improvement in virtue, 


nor do they taſte the ſweets of piety; which con- 
fit im a mind at large from the world, and the 
friendſhip and familiar converſation of God. But 
ſuch ſpiritual advantages cannot, in the nature 
of the thing, be imparted to any whoſe affections 
are not entirely agreable, and inſeparably united, 
to mine. And this requires the total reſignation 


ble; We! man's ſelf; and the daily offering, of his 
fur- {Wvbole /piri and ſou! and bady, a boty, lively and 

t. I 8W:4/onab/e ſacrifice unto me. I have often ſaid it, 
ript Nod now repeat it once more, that be who would 
tile Wi'ecerve all, muſt. in exchange give all. Do not 
ine, Nben expect, or call in, ny thing again; but gie 
ing, W'c*ly and chearfully, ana depend ſolely upon me 
un- Vithout doubts and delays. Me thou ſhalt have 
this n return, and with me perfect freedom and ſa- 


ning knowledge. Pievail with thy ſelf to give 
p all, without intent or power of tevocation; 
f d pray earneſtly, that thou may'ſt gladly fol- 
e Chriſt in all his ſufferings and loweſt gh 5 5 
* | Js t 195 


* 


their beſt of the world at the ſame time. O- 1 
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that thou may'ſt renounce all property, and thro. 
thy ſelf naked into his embraces : that thou may be 
eſt die to the world at preſent, and by fo doi ech! 
live to me for ever. When this is done, all vajoble t 
imaginations will be baniſh'd : luſt will diſtut ap 
the no more, nor paſſions ruffle,nor anxious cate N 2 
rplex thee ; exceſſive fears will withdrayorld, 
themſelves : inordinate deſires will flacken ant 
die: ſorrow and difquiet find no place: and! 
temptations try, yet can they not moleſt thee. 


How te govern one's ſelf inthe affairs of the 
| Eat 9 do 


"CHRIST, 
B E ſore my ſon take good beed, that buf 


neſs and care never get within thee: bu 
Whatever conſtraint they may lay upon thy adti 
ons, and outward attendance : yet keep thy mint 
always at its own diſpoſal. Do buſineſs, but | 
not a flave to it: and remember, thy perogativ 
is, to govern, and not to ferve, the things of th 
world. Thou art a Hebrem of the ſpirnus] ſee 
of Abrabam; aſſert thy native liberty. But wh 
do l call thee afiee-horn fon of Abrabam? Tha 
art a gteat deal more, 7ranflated out of bendaf 
nino glorious liberty of the jons of God, partak 
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brox ROE Hein wt OY” | 

wht j the inheritance of the ſaints in Ight, Col. 1 
oingÞoch birth, ſuch a condition ſhould raiſe and e- 


raſp at nothing leſs than eternity. Caſt only 
ow and then à diſdainful glance upon this 
zorld, as a thing by the by; but keep thy eye 
mmoveable and directly fixed upon heaven, as 
by ſure proſpect, and thy main concern. It will 
ot become thy quality to dwell upon trifles, ot 


uſt make ſubſervient to thy pleaſure, ſubmit 
nd ferve thy occaſions. For fo the great ctea- 
r intended they ſhould, who is the author and 
wer of order, and would have every work of 
scontain'd within its propet poſt and ſtation, * 
If thou at any time art entangled in difficulti- 
, rely not upon human prudence, nor truſt the 
lk repreſentations, with which thy ſenſes and 


others ſo diſpoſed, would impoſe upon thee, 


xiii, There thou ſhalt often meet a proper anſ- 
t, have many thoughts ſeaſonably ſuggeſted to 
mind and return wiſer, both for this and the 


ant exigencies: he made prayer his weapon 


ble thy foul, trample upon the preſent, and 


dect thy ſelf to things temporal. Theſe thog | 


x\dly afte&ions, or the miſtaken judgment 


t remember Mofes, and g0 with him into the 
bernacle to ask councel of thy God, Exod. 


tt world, than thou wert before. For Moſes al- 
ys took this courſe in doubtful cafes and im- 


Irefuge,by it he vanquiſhed many dangers, the ny | 
lice of enemies and wicked men eſcaped, de. 
„ e _ xected 
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tected their deviliſh deſigns,and retorted the mil 
chicfs they intended, back upon their own head 
Now what that tabernacle was to him, thy ec 
| ſet and thy conſcienee are to thee, 
Neglect not then by any means to conſul 
this oracle, and implore the directions and aſſi 
tances of divine grace, For the ill conſequence 
of acting according to thy own will witha 
theſe precautions, are intimated to thee, by th 
inſtance of Foſhua and the Tjraehites : who a 
expreſly ſaid ro have been deceived by the Gi 
beonites, to their great detriment, becauſe t 
+ gave too eaſy credit to their flattering fair pn 
tences, and engaged in a league without firſt e 


quiring of the Lord, Joſb. ix. 
: CHAP. XLIV. * 


| Aai "ft {00 great eag erneſs in Bufineſs. 
r 


J ſon, commit thy affairs to my care, 
Il I will in due tiine bleſs them with a prop 
and profitable iſſue. But wait with patience 
that appointed time of mine, and do not antic 
pate the methods of my providence ; for I kno 
ho to convert every delay to thy advantage. 
* Diſciple.) Lord, I moſt willingly commit m 
concerns to thy management. for all that little 


* 


- 


— 


N 1 0 | "7 | | 
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m capable of is very infignificant, And there- 

fore 1 cannot but wiſh, that this ſenſe, to how _ 
little purpoſe all my own pains and contrivances 

ue, might free me from anxious thoughts con- 
ccrning future contingences, and diſpoſe me 
calmly to acquieſee in thy wiſe and good pleaſure. 
Crit. ] 'Alaſs, my ſon, eager and greedy 
nen covet they know not what. An object ar 

a diſtance engages their defires ; while they. ſee 

only the fair and glittering ſide; but upon clo- 

kr and more, diſtinct view, enjoyment unde- 
ceives them, and they grow ſick even of their 

own deſires. For their own defires are various 
and mutable, and ever turning about to ſome 

rſh object. It is therefore of ſome conſequence 

for a man to forego his own inclinations, even 

ln matters of no great importance. But he who | 

ach attained to the faculty of doing this in any 

af whatſoever, is truly free, and great, above 

ide reach and enyy of fortune, and at the higheſt * 
ch of human perfection. Let even this man 3 
vill find his virtues called to the teſt : forthe _} 
:, ad enemy of fouls is ever framing. ſome, ſtrata- 
prop em to undo good men, and lies in ambuſh night 

ce Med day, to catch an opportunity of eninating 
anti nwary ſouls. Let chen his diligence excite 
 knoWſours and be not leſs aſſiduous to ſave, than be 
b. I deſtroy yoo. For- ipis is the purport ot 
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CHAP. XLy. | 
jt xn man dweller h no good = 
DFSCIPLE. 


T7 ORD, what is man, that thou art mind 
ful m, or the fon of man, that thou v 

Fo Plal. viii. How can he deſerve 
be 15 by thy grace, or ſuceouted by thy 
vour? What right have I, ſo vile a dich 
ally, to complain unto my God, if he wil 
* his preſence, and leave me to my ſelf? 0 
fl veg and pray for comforts,. what have 1 
alledge in my own behalf? How can I take 
ill, if he rejects my petitions? This I am fen 
ble is all I ought to think, or an ad to fa 
that I havenothing, and am nothing; A mil 


much as one goed defire, all animated a 
ſtrengthened by thee. Fickt and mutable, fu 
ject to infirmit ies rr rang 1 continual « 
cas pat thou, my art 
5 to day, and for ever. Heb, — on Fark bar 
Nt 2 and * ordering all thi 
y divine w 
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n carried about with every ſhifting ſcene of 
me; and chance, and paſhon. 

And yet thus weak and wavering as I am, 
by helping hand, can comfort and confirm me. 
Thy powerful grace, without any butman aides, 
un work wonders in me; can ſtrengthen my 
refolutions, ſcatter my fears, and fill my ſoul 
vith reſt and ſweet content. Tf, when I thirſt 
er higher degrees of virtue and devotion, or if 
[fly to thee for: ſuecour in diſtreſs, when all other 
iccours fail me, and all but thine will. and muſt 
dove ineffectual, if then I could but abandon all 
ther hopes, ant repoſe my whole confidence in 
bee alone; then might I entertain ſome ex pec- 
tions of thy favour ; then wait with joy, for the 
hearful returns of grace and comfort from above, 
For alf my ſucceſles are thy free gift, and I my 
{a deſpicable wretch, not able to effect au 


thy mercies. 
I, deſpiſe and go put of my elf, am not fs 
wch as qualify'd to receive aſſiſtance from thee? 
ir how can I deſite the applauſe and admiration 
men ? What, ſhall 1 pretend to glory of 
kneſſ, and inconſtancy, and nethingf This 


e How fooliſh and abſurd, 
, bow hurtful and deſtructive a vice is ambi--—- 
py, which, by undue purſuic af honour, robe 
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i vanity beyond example, an Ft, be- I 


us of true honour; and, affecting favour with 
men, incurs puniſhment and diſpleaſure from 
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God? For be who labours to pleaſe himſelf, it 
ſure at the ſame time to offtnd thee ; and loſy 
true ſubſtantial virtue, by coveting empty praiſe, 
For true.honour and virtue conſiſt in gloritying, 
not in our ſelves, but in thee, O Lord; in mag- 
nifying not our own attainments or 'performan- 
ces, but thy free grate; and in loving and de- 
lighting in nothing, but fo far only, as may ad- 
„een, OTIS” 
Not unto me, therefore, not unto me, but unt 
thy name be the praiſe, Pſal. cxv. May men 
commend and extol not my works, but thy 
power, which inſpired, produced and perfected 
them: and may this commendation . develve fo 
entirely upon thy grace, that not the leaſt pan 
of it may fall upon thy concurrence with it. Far 
be it from me to arrogate any thing to my fell, 
tor while I rejoice in thee, I find nothing in my 
ſelf to glory in, but my infitmities. And in them 
I will gladly glory; becauſe the greater mà 


ſtrength, which is ſo conſpicuoufly perfect in i 
Let unbelieving Fetos feek honour one of another} 
but I, who proteſs my felf one of the faithful, 
will ſeek boncur which cometh from God on!) 
Jobn v. For, what is all the fame, and reſped, 
und greatneſs of this world, if put in the bal 
ance of the eternal glory, but exquiſite folly, de. 
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itful bubble, and altogether lighter than vanity. 
ſelf? Al honour therefore, and praiſe, all 
onour-and-majeſty be aſcribed thee, O blt ſſed 
tinity, my God, my light, my truth, my ſuc- 
dur and defence, my refuge and comfort, tor 
er and ever. Amen. | 


c Af. XLVI. 
of deſpifing worldly honour, | PE A 
CHRIST. 


vith 


C ” * 
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F thou ſeeſt others grow great in reputation 
and preferment, while thou art overlooked and 


e (0 WP piſed, let this my ſon, be no concern to thee. - 

part ¶ Mok up to me aud ſet thy affections and hopes 
Fat heaven, and then the neglect and contempt f 
ſell, en will give thee little trouble. 


Dijciple.) Were it not, Lord, for the blind- FE, I 


1 my 
them W's and corruption of nature, which makes me 
my of vanities and joys I ſhould have juſter ne 
s thy os of theſe matters. For he, 'who truly un- 
in it, rſtands himſelf, cannot but diſcern, that it is 2 J 
ther ji in the power of any thing without, to do him 
chful, p prejudice and conſequently, that he can WM 

only, o no rea ſonable ground to complain of thy 2 
ſpe, "idence, however ic thinks fit io diſpoſe: of  Þþ 


b matters. The conſciouſneſs of my o. m 
convinces me, I have deſ-rved, that all the 
JFF”. Creatures 


— _ 


. Ate but mortals, and the effectual pil ay 
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creatures could conſpire and Male wat again 
me. To me belongs . and eonfyfion, but 
to thee only honour and praiſe is due. And tho 
haſt taught me, that to bear contempt, and ha 
tred, and barbarous treatment, with bumili 
and patience, is the only method of attaining in 
ward peace, and true ſatisfaction ; the virtu 
- Which muſt recommend me to thy favour ; thy 
beſt prediſpoſition for light and grace; and the 
ſureſt and cloſeſt band of union with thy ſelf, 


CHAP. XLVII. 


5 25 Happineſs i is not to be had, by the favour or frit 
5 Jam of of men. 


CHRIST. 


E that deſires to be 15 by abe Fe 
| tion or acquaintance of the beſt, the great 

E man alive, will always find his mind unſettl 
and perplexed. For even the beſt and gieaut 


ere immoderate concern for their being take 
away from thee, will be te court the favour « 

an eternal and immertal friend. Now, the | 
confidence any man repoles i in any earthly col 
Fort, ſo much. the more he ingratiates himk 
k with God. The beiter be ac quaints bim 


uh his en og and the bal he | is: ig | 
en 
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ainſſi n eyes, the higher he riſes in God's eſteem. 

by ut they who fancy any thing that is good or 
thou eritorĩous in themſelves, put an eſtectual bar t 
bine grace. For this is given to the humble, 
nil d the ſpirit of God chuſes the contrite heart 
gr che place of his peculiar reſidence. Would'ſt 
virtu Abou abandon ſelf-conceit, and wean thy heart 
3 [Won all fondneſs for the creatures, it is not te 
4 thei: imagined what comforts, what overflowing 
elt. Wk; s, I would infuſe into thy foul. But, while 
ee employ thy thoughts and deſires, thou art 
Iverted from all hi gher objects, and by being 
oo intent upon his era loſeſt and forgetteſt 
e almighty maker. Learn then to ſubdue thy 
wn will, that thou may'ſt clearly underſtand, 
d readily eomply with mine, For any other 
dect, tho never fo trifling and inconſiderable 
its. own nature, yet, if induly valu' d, and im- 
oderate ly loved, corrupts the mind, and checks 
a 1 after che chieh, the only 5 |. 
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Arai vain, and pompous herring. by 
"CHRIST 


= 1 0 not re Abe that the * bo 
lence of a man conſiſts. in ſubtilty E 

a For al kingdom. 2 
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-of God does not lie in elegaine of ſpeech, My. 

fineneſs of, parts, but in innocence ot life a Vith i 
good works. Let my words be thy princip pen 
ttudy ; ſor theſe awaken attention, inligbten em, 
underſtanding, kindle a holy zeal, excite, ui beir 
contrition, and heal the wounds they make, willW@pace, 


- the ſpiritual balm of grace and ſubſtantial con rrrib 
fort. Let not growing wiſer and more leari ¶ount 
he the end thou propoteſt to thy ſelf in readia om. 

but read, that thou may'ſt be qualify'd to pu Cd 
tiſe;and let thy knowledge be manifeſted by fulhſarkn 


duing thy vices and paſſions. For this is in ene 


Pprovement indeed, and will turn to better N rvic 
count, than the niceſt and moſt diſtinguiſhinſp»ccx 
- xkill, in all the controverſies and difficult point ach 
chat ever employed the tongues and pens Meter 


. wranglir.g logicians, - philoſophers, and divina Meri 


And when thou haſt run thro' the whole cxta f (ch 
ol learning, yet all will turn at laſt pre 
fingle point, and the whole profit of thy * | 
lie in a narrow room. 
If chou wilt be knowing indeed, learn of mt 
"i lam the only malter that teach men know 
' ledge, I give more perfect, more ſublime v1 
e to babes, to the humble and fi 
cere, than all the celebrated ſons of art h 
been able to do. And thoſe whom I inſtrull 
grow truly wile, are preſently enlightned and it 
kel. and by an aſtoniſhing proficience in vi 


lit 


07 de keln; of Jar iur. % 


187. 


ch, iy. Mot cen are thoſe vin men, who 

fe au ich Ae toil and time, lay themſelves out 
incipſpon the unproficable curiofities of human wiſ- 
en Mom, and take no pains to inform themſelves im 


e, u beir duty to me. The hour alafs, draws on 
e, vi vice, when their maſter Chriſt ſhall come with 
crrible- pomp, and call each'man to a ſtrict ac- 


| Con 

late count, and ſound. every conſcience to the bot- 
adingtom. Then fhall Feruſalem be ſearched with 

> pn -n; Zepb. i. then ſhall the hidden things ef 
by ful iuckneſs be brought to light ; and no man's elo- 


is iu vence or ſubtilty of arguing ſhall do him any 
ter ¶ rice, before that all-ſceing Judge. I raiſe the 
nd man of ſenſe, in an inftance ; and 
4s im at once the grounds of eternal truchs, 

ens eiter than a courſe” of many years ſpent in la- 
borious ſtudy, and the moſt exquiſite methods 

f ſchools and univerſities. Lhrivg men to ri oht 
ipprehenſions of things, without u noiſe. = 
words, without the formality of ſyſlems, or vain 
oſtcntations of caviting ſophiſtry, « or methodical 
liputing, Of me alone men learn 10 deſpiſe | 
he world. to think things preſent below their 
pains and care, to love and ſeek” thoſe that 7] 


xe 0 

d fu beavenly and eternal, to refuſe honours; t 5 

t hui auries ad affronts, to truſt and hope in 1 a 
RrudW*ione, wiſh for nothing but my favour, and iv 


efeem all thi 
wn Chrift, 
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Some diſciples of mine have made ſuch won. 
derful improvements under me; as even to ſpeak 
things above human comprehenſion ; and 
grown wiſer in ſolitude and cloiſters, than any 
converſation of learned men, or volumes and li- 
braties never ſo carefully peruſed, could have 
made them. But this is not every man's caſe, 
for I do not communicate to all alike, Some! 
> inſtruc in common matters, others in abſtruſe 
and peculiar notions. And as the meaſute and 
quality of the matter, ſo the manner of im 
parting it, is very different, To fore I hare 
ſhew'd my ſelf in figures and parables, dreams 
and myſtick repreſentations, to others I ha 
reveal d the moſt important ſecrets in the moſt 
dlear intelligible method. Beoks ſpeak alike to 
all, but all are not qualified to be taught by then 
© alike. But I, inſtead of dead letters preſented 
to the outward ſenſes, perform my bufinels 
within, I fill the mind Bah erate ſuit my ſelf i 
each man's genius and capacity, ſearch ever 
corner of the heart, underſtand their moſt reti 
red thoughts, inſpire good deſires, promote and 
_ -. + flfiſh thoſe deſires by bringing them to. action 
and deal to every one the various gifts of m 
ſſpirit, in ſuch kinds and proportions, as I Kno 
to be moſt uſctul and ſeaſonable. 
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von- | 
W of meddling with the world as little as may be. 


CHRIST, 


N many things, my ſon, content thy fel 
with being ignorant, and chuſe to live as a 
man dead, while among the living ; as one, 
whoſe thoughts and affections are crucified to 
| the world; and all the world to them. 
Many things are to be overlook'd as if you ſaw | 
hem. not: thy mind drawn off from the dif-» | 
ating variety of objects, and faſten'd cloſe 
lown to the things that make for thy 3 _ 
vation. In controverted points, 
iter to content one's ſelf with ie erro- 
eous opinions, and their vicious conſequences, 
id lea vę others to abound in thejt own ſenſe, 
where their difference from thee does not ap- 
arently hazard their fouls) than togngage in hot 
ſlputes, and ſpend thy precious hours in wrang- 
ng and inordinate contention. And even in 
ilputes, not to be hot and peftinacious ; for 
God and truth be on thy fide, and thou canſt 
th comfort appeal to thy judge above, thy 
oncern will not be great for victory and "ops 
robation below. | 8 
Dijciple. ) Alaſs, Lotd, what” a NOW 1 
de is this N in? rio diſtant from this 


_ T5 
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meek and abſtrated temper of mind? Trifling 
loſs is ſeriouſly lamented. A little ſordid gail 

| engages mens time, and labour, and thought 
be day is too ſhort for their vigorous purſuit 
and anxious cares break their ſleep; while al 
their ſpiritual concerns lie neglected and forgot 
ten. Their diligence and ſtudy is determin' 

to matters of ſmall or no importance; and t 

one thing neceſſary, is laid aſide, as if it were ne 

*  , worthy a ſingle thought, So 'vain is man, { 
' "xotally immers'd in ſenſible objects and world 
ſeollitudes, and fo contentedly does he periſh 
vanity and vexation, unleſs thy grace make hin 
wiſer, and raiſc his mind to better and etern 
Eoncerns, F r 1 4 


Ep a". EE e 17. N 
e IR: 


T OR U, bethou my help in trouble, 

4, vain is the belp of man, Pial. cviii. Noi 
-  offen have I fail'd of ſuccour, and true friend(hi 
when I had moſt ręaſon io expect it? How 0 
ten found it, where I entertair.ed no ſuch e 
pectation ? So vaim and uncertain is truſt in ma 
po entirely does the ſafety of good men depei 
F pon ihe alonę. Bleſſed therefotę and for ent 
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admit d be that good Providence, which orders 
ind diſpoſes all events, to thy impotent and fic- 
tle, thy ignorant and perverſe, thy deceitful 
ind deceivable creatures, bh 
Who among all the ſons of men ever behaved 
himſelf with ſo prudent care, and exact circum- 
ſpection, as not ſometimes to be over- reached 
þy tieachety and trick, and involved in difficul- 
ties and troubles, which the moſt jeslous fore= 
ſight knew not how to ſuſpe ct or diſcover? But 
he, who places no confidence in human ſubtil.· 
ty, and reſts in God alone, and, acts with down- 
night honeſty, and. a good conſcience, is leis ſub | 
ect to ſuch inconyeniences, than cunning and | 
ntriguing men: or, if he be ſurprized and im- 
poled upon, yet is his deliverance generally more 
ſpeedy and effectual, and his comfcrts in the 
mean while more ſenſible and ſupporting. For 
thou, L.ajd; ncyer forſakeſt thoſe utterly, wb 
put their truſt in thee, A faithful friend, andfuch © : 
is will ſtand by us in adverſity and want, is ex- 
ceding hard to be found; but thou art always Et | 
the ſame, and no change of circumſtances can 
change thee, or abate thy affe ction. Happy js: 
the ſoul that js built upon the rock Obriſt 3 were 
this my caſe, the fear of the malicious would -# 
not diſtract, nor the reproaches of the envious _ 
diſturb me. Pp aries Rey 8 HO 
But who can foreſee all future inconvenien. - 
ces, een all that he may ſccſee? And, if 
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n we are aware of, and provide again, are 


BY fay, ſo exceeding fabulous and vain, that it is: 


minuations. Piel. cxvi. - Thou haſt fore warneg 


Man's enemies ſhall be thoſe of bis own kingr 


1 may grow wiſer thereby. 
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ſo grievous to be born; how much more heavy 
will be thoſe wounds, whoſe {mart aud terror 
are doubled by ſur prize? We often blame our 
ſelves for not being wiſer, and have reaſon tc 
condemn our too eaſy credulity that eſpecial. 
ly which eagerly aſſents to the flatteries anc 
commendations of men, and relies upon thei 
liberal profeſſions of friendſhip and eſteem, For, 
tho” they call and think us angels, yet we cannot 
but be conſcious to our ſelves, that we are no bet 
ter than men, frail and wretched men; whon 
therefore {ball believe; whom indeed but thet 
O Lord? For thou art truth it ſelf, incapable 
of deceiving, or of being deceived. But as fo 
men, they are all lyars, weak and unconſtant 
frail and treacherous ; eſpecially, in what they 


point of prudence to ſuſpend our faith? and thoy 
haſt wiſely taught us to be ware of their falſe in. 


vs of their treachery and malice, told us, that! 


' end houſhiid ; and that when men ſay, Lo, Chri 
is bere, or lo, be is there, we ought not 10 bel 
' Them, Mat. xxiv. The truth of theſe Predict. 
| ons 1 have learned by tad rene aud wi 


Be hs 944 one 1 rout hq this pred 
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, arefWert company divulges what be had imparted 

neavy Weſt before, under the ſeal of ſecreſy. From 

error Which unſincere dealers as theſe I beg to be deli- 

e ourfered, and from their treacherous: ways; that 

n to may neither come within their power of be- 

ecial Niying and abuſing my confidence, nor injure 

8 ane ny who repoſe the like in me; make me then 

theiſ Ford, a ſtrict obſerver of truth, and religiouſly 

Form to my word: tor what I cannot but reſent. 

anno ben done to me, it never can become me to 

10 be- Mot upon arty other perſon. Silence indeedand 

vbomerbearing to concern one's ſelf in the affairs of 

t theeWur neighbours, is not only a virtue, but a con- 

a padleiWenience and a benefit. Caution in crediting, 

as forliWeſerve in ſpeaking, and revealing one's ſelf to ve- 

ſtant iy few, are the beſt ſecurities both of peace and 

t the good underſtanding with the world, and of 

Ir e in ward peace of our own minds. Endea- 

d thooWcuring to approve our ſelves to the knower and 

llc io archer of hearts, and pot ſuffering every blaſt 

var ne idle report, or empty profeſſion, to carry us a- 

that ut but gaurding our converſation carefully, 

114084 labouring to conform every thought, word 

C fied action to the divine will: theſe are equally 

ne ood man's fafety, and fatisfaction, and wiſ- 

cd! Fp... ̃˙—tÄÄd 0408 19> r 

d ug How ſure and calm a retreat does that man 

Ie, who chuſes to preſerve thy favour, by 

ptwaßezping from pomp and noiſe, prefetring thy 

in Approbation before the loudeſt fame and ap- 
Den r oo ” plauſe, 15 1 


""% 


/ 
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plauſe, and willingly ebandoning; thoſe | Painted 
follies, whoſe glitterin ng outfides impoſe upo 
| our ſenſes? Who prefers contrite ſorrow, ſeverg 
| virtue, and called devotion, before the gaudi 
| Pleafures of the world, or that empty admir, 
| 

| 


tion, which ambition and vain-glory affeq; 
Praiſe is indeed the conſequence and encourage 
ment of virtue, but it is ſometimes ſo unſeaſon 
_ ably applied. as to become its bane and corruſ 
tion too. For the whole life of man is or 
1 continual temptation, and we have a ſubtle ad 
vVerfary to deal with, who loſes no advantage 
undoing us. Our praiſes he improves to h 

own purpoſes, by ſwelling us up with them i 

to pride and ſelf-conceir. And many ſouls hn 

periſhed by that virtue, publiſhed and celebrat 
which if unknown and unobſerved; had can 
to great perfection, andtbeen infinitely happ 

by — advantage of e en 
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TAN D faſt my ſon, and hot Chin 

' with the ſhock of calumny and repro 
We be thy refuge and Glow confiden 
Ala, what are words but emyty ſounds, f 
* break and ſeatrer * — 
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impreſſion? If not report alone, but thy own 
conſcience too reproach thee : bewail thy guilt, 
and reform what bath been amiſs. But, if ap- 
on examination thou find no ground of excu- 

ſing thyſelf, ſtrengthen thy mind in innocence, 


ing tor God's ſake, and bear it accordingly with 
patienee and contentedneſs, He expects that 
thou en rei even unto blood, when called 
to it, Heb. xii. But how will the man be able 
to endute wounds and blows, who is not yet a 
match for verbal affronts? Enquire a little into 
the true grounds of ſuch impatience, and thou . 
talt find it a ſymptom of a ſoul fick and indiſ- 

poſed. Fot how can it be otherwiſe accounted 
for, than, that thou art yet carnal, and retaineſt 
a greater regard for the © inion of men, than 
can be well conſiſtent with a perſon who hath. 


himſelf entirely to God? Whenee is reproof ſo 
rating and uncaſy ? Whence the ſollicitous 
ue to contrive excuſes ? Whenee that for- 
ard zeal in thy own vindication, if not from 
dread and abhortence of that contempt, to 


ce? Fondaels, of honour and reputation, lies . 
tthe bottom, and. inordinate defite 10 recom- 
tend thyſelf to man's eſtrem, Which 'ſhews' | 


1 - - * 3 * 4 x i 5 U ' o . , 1 4 * Y IC j ? 3.3 © 
lou ar ble, fo teſigned- but that 
dau art not yet ſo humble, ſo reſigned, 
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„o, mum of Jn aus Cunrer.go7 of 


lok upon this injurious judgment as a ſuffer- 7 


enounced the world, and profeſſes to dedicate 


rhich thy ſuppoſed miſcarriages would expoſe | 


"a 
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a, prigci dle or via” larks fill wile; wy is 
85 world yet dead to thee, or thou to che world. 
Attend dilipently to my inftruSions, and the 
. cenfares of ten thoufind inen Will not be able 
to diſturb thee, Leet them Proceed in cheir en- 
dy and. walice, and blacken fog after the 
N molt ſpiteful, manner that bet itſelf can practiſe 
or invent, yet what art thou the bor e? Can 
all this change thy perſon? Or Rath 8. 15 
one hair the leſs for it? Do bat ed 
mind and reſolve to deſp iſe it, and all _ 
. - over. Theſe ſcandals "elit and fly av 
motes in the ſun, and are neither rote nor — 
than what reſentment makes tbem. To be 
Provokedwith every llanderous word argues 2 
meageſs of fonl, a Want of due regard for God, 
but the brave generous mind, whoſe all is in 
| God „and who refers himſelf entir 45 his 
judgment, i is above the terrors and d 
ments af men, and lays no ſtreſs upon their no- 
tions of things, . For their notions Mid ha 
raſh and falſe ; they. ſeldora G0, und ſome 
| times cannot, enter into the rel.” merits of the 
. eauſe ; but to me all hearts 1155 oe T 
mee ng ſecrets are Inc 5 
in x " manner, 1 93 it we 5 5 
every i ing Þ done. The p. 
and does the Wrong, are b 
_ Zance - ahd even the wrong 
— ; —_ eos 
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many hearts may be. revealed... I ſhall not fail 
10. make a juſt and clear dec on between the 
gullty and the innocent ;. an call both to ac. 
counts, hereafter ; however 1 may think fit to 


things in the dack a at preſent, which Fi mall 
be nototious to all the world. And Whatſo- 
ever may prevail now, my judgment will be 
according to equity and truth; and my. ſen- 
tence, once pronounced, can never be revers'd, 
Few indee 1 capable of diſcerning the Juſtice 
of my ptovidence, in ſuffering -innecent men 


t 1 do nathing without wiſe 
— 1 and neither am, nor can be, miſtaken 
in my methods, ow much ſoever thort-fighted 
Ta ingonfiderate. men are confounded about 


not only to e What others think con 
ws Lg but even a ſome mea ure to dis- 
truſt 


n judgment concerning thy ſelf.” 
Conſider _ A, think many things fit for my 
ſervants, * which they can by no means imagine 
convenient for themſelves. This very reflection 
 preſeryes a good man's temper, in every acci- 


nation, apd let thy matter reſt ſo full . there, as 


dent falls out thus by my directiop. 'T his | 
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try them in the mean while, and keep Abels 


to he e Bart their hone actions miſu n- 1 


Appeal. then in al weg cales to mi determi. 


dent of life ; becauſe he knows, that every accl- f 


| . his N ul againſt the intults and e 8 g | 


7 
— — ͤ - oo * 


| : 310 Of the Imitation of Jesus Cnnl8x. 


ries of calumny and detraction; and keeps them 
from ſwelling into pride and immoderate joy 
when his innocence is Cleared, and his virtue 

commended, He knows that God ſees not as 
man ſees; for man judges according to out- 

ward and fallible appearances, but God ſearches 
the reins and the heart, and judges righteous 


judgment. n F 
Diſciple.) O Lord, thou righteous judge, 
 firong and patient, whe underſtandeſt the trailty 
and the wickedneſs of men, be thou my ſtrong 
rock, my truſt and defence, Pſal. vii. For even 
in my own conſcience I dare not be confident; 
fince many things which to me are either un- 
known or forgotten thou haſt a perfect know- 
ledge, and exact remembrance. I ought there- 
ford in all reproofs and reproaches to ſubmit 
with patience, even though my beart condemn me 
net; becauſe thou, who permitteſt theſe things, 
art greater than my beart, and knoweſt all things, 
John iii, Thus reaſon and religion both con- 
vince me, I ought to behave my ſelf; but, if at 
any time paſſion and frailty have exceeded in 
too nice and tender a ſenſe of theſe things, par- 
don, I beſcech thee, what is paſt, and enable 
me to be more refigned for the time to come. 
Thy mercy alone will avail me mote than all 
my laboured excuſes, and pardon” is what I ra- 

* . ther chuſe, than the moſt confident teſtimony 
ol my own conſcience. ' For though I ſhould 
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A by my falf yet am I not bereby, juſe. | 
fed, for be that judgeth me is the Lord: I Cor. 
The Lord who will one day bring to light 
, bidden things of diſboneſiy, even thoſe, which 
ne eſcaped the committer's own obſervation. 
nd therefore, if thow, Lord, ſhould'ſt be, extreme 
nark what is done amiſs, no fleſh living cuuld 
juſtified i in thy fight, Pl. cxxx. 3. Pſ. cxliii. 2. 


7. H A P. LIL 
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E 1 not, my ſon, hy: hn or „ far. 
ings for me and thy duty, or any other ſort 
ardſhip or tribulation in this world, fo far 
it thy courage, but that my promiſe ſtill} 
ld be a ſute anchor-hold of hope; and this 
tion ever miniſters comfort, that I am a- 
o reco thee not only beyqnd what is 
able to expect, but even impoſſible for thee 
ih or linagite. Thy toils will not continue 
long, not will thy pains and trouble always 
ent ther. Wait but à little longer, look:  _ 
ud and ſee how glorious a proſpect opens it 
how ſpeedily: the. end of all thy Fo CH 
ches; and how ſuddenly. ſorrow and iu- 
n wg”. . time it ſelſ is not of e- 
| wat ; 
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ries of calumny and detraction ; and keeps them 
from ſwelling into pride and immoderate joy 
when his innocence is cleared, and his virtue 
commended, He knows that God ſees dot as 

man ſees; for man judges according to out- 
Ward and fallible appearances, but God ſearches 
the reins and the heart, and Judges rightcous 
judgment. 

Diſciple.) O Lord, thou rightzous judge, 
 firong and patient, who underſtandeſt the trailty 
and the wickedneſs of men, be thou my ſtrong 
rock, my truſt and defence, Eſal. vii. For even 
in my own conſcience I dare not be confident; 
fince many things which to me are either un- 
known or forgotten thou haſt a perfect know- 
ledge, and exact remembrance. I ought there- 
Fort in all reproofs and reproaches to ſubmit 
with patience, even though my beart condemn me 
not; becauſe thou, who permitteſt theſe things, 
art greater than my beart, and krioweſt all things, 
John i iii, Thus reaſon and religion both con- 

vince me, I ought to behave my ſelf; but, if at 
any time paſſion and frailty have exceeded in 
too nice and tender a ſenſe of theſe things, par- 
don, I beſcech thee, what is paſt,” a and enable 
me to be more refigned for the time to come. 
Thy mercy alone will avail me mote than all 
my laboured excuſes, and pardon” is what I ra- 
ther chuſe, than the moſt confident teſtimony 
EE N own i Gaſeiencs: © F 00 * I ſhould 
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fed for he that judgeth me is the Lord: i Cor. 


, bidden things of diſhonefly, even thoſe, which 
ve eſcaped 
nd therefore, if thou, Lord, ſhould" ſi be, extreme 
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«©: H R 18 1 


ings for me and thy duty, or any other ſort 
it thy courage, but that my p promiſe ſtill 


jon ever miniſters comfort, that I am a- 
0 fecompence. thee not only beyond what is. 
able to expect, but even impoſſible for thee 
ih or imagine. Thy toils will not continue 
long, nor will thy 


ud and ſee how glorious a prof 
how ſpeedily: the end of all thy ſufferings. 


ding by my felf, yet am I not bereby, juſe. | 
The Lord who will one day bring. to light © 
the committer*'s own obſervation. 


mark what is done amiſs, no fleſh living cu 
juſtified 1 in thy fight, Pl. cxxx. 3. Pf. exliii. 2. 


E Tr not, my ſon, thy labour or ſuffers. 


hardſhip or tribulation in this world, fo far 


pains and trouble always . 
tent the Wait but a little longer, look: 
t opens it 


ches; and how ſuddenly. ſorrow and iu- 
vaniſh Cay. * time it ſelſ is not of e- 
FS -2 h | welaſting 8 


TY 


ld be a ſure anchor-hold of hope; and this 
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verlaſting continuance; but that which is bou 
ed within ſe narrow a ſpace, as this ſhort ſo. 
of life, cannot in any fair computation be coun 
ed long or great. Proceed then in thy duty wi 
vigor and undaunted reſolution; ply thy wo 
hard in my vineyard," and fill the ſtation I he 
appointed thee to; thy v are certain and 
lyable, for I my ſelf will e thy exceeding gr: 

reward, Gen. xvii. | Us 
| Perſiſt in writing, in reading, in ſinging, n 
ditation, in devout prayer, in fortitude and p 
tience. For the things prepar d for them th 
love God, are richly worth theſe and greater c 
flicts; all thou canſt ſuffer, are in no degree we 
thy to be compared with them, The day 
coming. and fix'd in my unalterable deere, 
duorn'd with the triumphs of joy and peace , ti 
mighty revolution, when theſe alternate ſucc 
| | , DJions of day and night ſhall ceaſe ; and ever 
| ing uninterrupted light ſhall ſhine for ever. II 
ſhall be luſtre infinite, ſatisfactions unbro) 
unconceivable, reſt eternal, and above the 5 

er of any fpture danger. There ſhall then 
place left for that melancholy wiſh; O that! 
wn deliver me from the body ef ibis de 
Pom. ui. No occaſion for that complaint, 
„ _ :s me, that Jam conſtrained to aui with 
"ſth, and to bave my balitatian in this 06 


wuillkrneß, Pial. xx. For even the f 
all be ſabdyed,onddeafb it. ſeſt defrayed, 10 
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dow and anguiſh, ſighs and tears ſhall flee a- 


u and angels, the ſpirits of juff men made per- 
g, and the aſſembly of the firs born, Heb. Xii. 
Oh, could'ſt thou now but ſee the heavens 


rid deſpiſed, and thought not wor thy to live 
thy vain deſires of e re, and diſ- 
uin the periſhing pleaſures of the preſent life. 
Kir native beauties: and even afflition and 
peminy Giſplay | 
ly love, and make thee eſteem the reproacbes 


ton, that a mor tal ſtate is capable of receiving. 
Attend then ſeriouſly to theſe important truths. 


neſt, will ſtop thy! mouth, and effectually ſi- 


moment cannot be thought 


e Tmitationof Janus CARAT gag 
| Salvation then and life ſhall reign for ever, 


7; a crown of fejoĩcing put upon every head, 
d thou ſhalt be happy in the ſweet ſociety of 


xn, and with the fight of mortal eye. behold - 
bright and everlaſting crowns of my choſen, - 
we thy heart large enough to admit a juſt Idea 
their trophies and glories, whom. once the 


jon the earth : thou then would'ſt gladly er- 
cc their ſufferings. and reproaches, abandon 


ſuch charms, as muſt attract 1 


Chriſt greater treaſures and gain, than all the 
ureſty and honour, and moſt celebrated repu- 


or they, it conſidered and believed in good 


ce all thy complaints. For ſure the ſufferings + 
too dear a price 
eternal happineſe in exchange, Surely. the * 
ogdem of Cod is no trifling concern. And il 


when 


umility and patience would then appear in all 


_— 
4 
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when the: bog ot attaining this lies before thi 
nothing can be too much to prevent that lol 
nothing a hard bargain for that infinite ade 
tage. Grovel then no longer, but ſtand erel 
and lift thine eyes and heart to heaven. 
there the bleſſed effects, the m mighty ſucceſt, 
all thoſe ſharp conflicts, which my ſaints, wh 
in the body, underwent: the end of all the 
tryals and adverſities, their painful ſeverities ar 

labours. Theſe mortity'd afflicted men or 

"reputed the filth of. tbe world, and the of- 2 

e of all things; 1 Cor. iv. the common mat 

of infolence and malice, are now in perfect jo 
| : their ſorraws ſwallowed up in tranſporting bl 
E aud comfort: theic dangers changed into ſccu 


-” 


Peace: their labours into eaſe and ſweet repok 
their perſecutions and unjuſt accuſations befs 
the bar of men, into thrones of glory, w 
they ſit. and Judge the world, and live, 1 
Joice, and __ with me for. ever. 


e 0 11 A r. Lill. 
2 bej jon goof, eternity, 150 miſeries ful ts 


preſent life 
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0 bright. and glorious day of ternal happl 
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ever ſets, not obſcured by any ſucceeding night, 
bur a ſtate always cheerful, always fixed, and 
cured from change, and ſorrow, from danger 
d decay. How do I pant and thirſt aſter that 
happy hour, when this bleſſed morning ſhall. 
un and ſhed it's beams, and with a wondrous 
iſtre put an end to all darkneſs and miſery of 
arts and hopes of theſe good men, whoſe con- 
erſation is even now in heaven: But then theirs 
but a diſtant, proſpect, and ſuch as, while 
ey ſojourn here, preſents things only in a glaſs, 
he citizens and inhabitants of thoſe bleſſed re- 
ions ſee it with their naked eye; they feel and 
yjoy. its ſweetneſs, and are all, enlightned with 
tsrays 3 While the diſtreſſed ſons of Eve endure 
nd groan under their exile, and cannot but la- 
nent the bitterneſs of this im perfect gloomy day, 
hich men on earth call evil. A day but ſhort, - 
nd which is worſe, diſmal and uncomfortable, 
For whe can worthily expreſs the pains, the per- 
pexities of body. and foul, which are the neceſ= _ 
ty, the inſeperable incumbrances of. man's pre- 
ent. condition? A condition, wherein he is pol-. 
ued with ſo, many fins, entangled with ſo many 


a # 


lificulties, beſet with ſo many . misfortunes, op- 
pels'd with, ſo many fears, diſtracted with ſo 
ay cares, ;difturbed and diverted. from his 
% ain concern by ſe many impertinences, delu- 
.. with, ie 


1 V errors, conſumed and worn out with ſo 
„ : CORE 8 5 . 4-3 af 3 5 
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ts miſtaken world calls da e are but 
many freſh: additions to my burden. I leng 
2 to enjoy, but cannot yet attain 
J wiſnh. Gladly would Igraſp and cling to 
zrenly things, but am detained; and faſtened 
wn to the earth, by vanities below, and: un- 
tify'd my mind labours to get a- 
theſe, but even, wheathe ſpirit is willing 1 
the fleſhextreamly weak, and my ſenſual 
ils over my better and heavenly inclinations. 5 
Thus am I, wretched man, involved in a 
xtual. war, and live in contradiction to my 
[; my on hindrance and torment, moving 
rent ways, and purſuing different ends and 
pets, at one and the ſame time. How great 
y concota and conflict, when I ſet my mind 
neditate and pray, and in the midſt of this 
ile, amm interrupted by a multitude of world- 
id carnal imaginations crowding in upon 
Go not far from me, O my God, neither 
wan away thy ſervant. in diſpleaſure. Scatter 7 
come and glomy clouds, bahich interce OM | 
out a of thee, by the brightneſs of thy lig inks + 
eſo under upon them from heaven. Caft our 
t mA arrau˙s and difcompr them, Pal. cxliv, Re- 
| * my broken and ſcattered thoughts, help 
lo ſorget the things of this world, to treſec r 4 
e, and effectually expel all ſinful-ima- _ 1 
ions. Alt me, thou ſubſtantial truth, and 
me faſt, that no blaſt of vanity np hake 


WAS. e and 


— 


leaſt of all in that place, w 


to me. But it I love the world, the effect 
E this will be, that I ſhall feel exceſs of joy in p 
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and unſettle my heart. * Diffuſe thy heaven bor th 
ſwectneſs through my ſoul, and chaſe away i vantc 
naufeous, alluring and impure affections, urn v 
theſe cannot ſtand before the. wh n; b 
Particularly, deareſt Lord, I implore thy con il ob/e 
- paflion upon my infirmities; and in thy met ich!! 
impute not to me my many wandring thoughWeperi 
in prayer. For there, I muſt confeſs, my dim be! 


* 


tractions are great and frequent; and I am oft 
io I Rand or kne 
'Thus, while my body is before thy foetſtool, 
mind is carried away I know not whither. A 
this is a melancholy reflection, ſuch as gives 
occaſion to ſuſpect, and deeply bewail my ſe 
Since where my thoughts are, there properly a 
indeed am I; and where my thoughts freque 
and delight to dwell, there without doubt 1s 
object of my affection and concern; and t 
which either natural diſpoſition or long cuſty 
renders moſt delightful, that to be ſure is 
familiar, and comes continually uppermoſt. 
this I gather from that obſervation, which 
eternal truth, has left us, that wwhere our t 
ſure is there will our heart be alſo, Matt, vi. 
This then is the rule, by which I try 
ſound the bent of my heart ; if I love heat 
the thoughts of it will be frequent and plea 


alue a 
an aba 
dommi 
ations, 
ral, an 
ervent 

rifice, 
d all 1 
inten 
lied to 
ned ex 
whoſe 
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petrous events, and be as immoderate in my þ 
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for thoſe that are otherwiſe, If I love the fleſh 
wanton and carnal imaginations will often re- 
urn upon me, and be entertained with ſatisfacti- ' 
an; but if I love the ſpirit, I ſhall find in ſpiritu- 

objects a grateful reliſh, and dwell upon them 

with true delight. For this my own ſenſes and 
experience aſſure me, that what I love moſt 1 


din beſt pleaſed to be entertained with, eagereſt 
oft Mio hear, and forwardeſt to talk of, moſt careful 
ne remember, and to preſerve deep and laſting im- 
1, oclions of, upon my mind. And therefore 
AWbough I cannot attain to it fo fully as I wiſh and 


rive, yet I can plainly perceive, and do truly 


en | 
ye and admire the happineſs of them, who 
y aff" abandon all, and ſtick to thee alone; that 
quem mit a holy violence upon their natural incli- 


ations,” crucify the fleſh, and with a pure bright 

ral, and a clear conſcience, can offer holy and 
went prayets, a ſpiritual and unblemiſh'd fa-  . 
rifice, where all without are forbidden entrance, 
d all within is compoſed. Theſe men ſo firm- -/ 
intent upon thee and their devotions, are qua=: _ 
fied to praiſe thee with thoſe angels, whoſe re- 
ned excellencies they ſo happyly aſpite after, and 
whoſe bleſſed ſociety thou wilt one day exalt 
d admit them, 5 5 BEE 


. 
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4 o the bio of eternal life, and the happineſ of 


them who „ri ve manfully. 


CHRIST 


* fan, when thou feeleſt i th y foul infla- 
IF med with an eager deſire of cterval hap- 
pineſs, and thinkeſt long to be releaſed from tis 
| Priſon ot the body, that thou may'ſt- be bleſſed 
with-a nearer and more diſtin& view, a perfect 
full and uninterrupted fruition, of my brighineſ 
and mazeſty ; ſet open all the avenues of thy ſoul, 
and gladly receive the holy inſpiration.  Expreis 
thy humbleſt thanks to God, and be duly 2 


| ſible of his goodneſs, who deals ſo. 3 


wih ther, viſits thee with his mercy, ſupports 
g and ſtrengthens thee with his grace, and raiſes 
. thoſe affections up to heaven, which have a taal 
innate tendency io immerſe thy ſoul in eatth 


and fleſh, and ſenſe. For do not miſtake the 


matter, no reaſonings or endeavours of thy own 
| have power to effect ſo good a work, ot to cre- 
ate thoſe ſpiritual inclinations ; the. operation of 
God is in them, and they. are owing to no leſs 
noble a cauſe, than the free and bountiful dona- 
tion of divine grace and favour, the defign of which 
is to advance and exalt thy virtues, to make thee 

AUNT « and e * reflections 8 the 
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engage thy affections, and encourage thy perſe- 
verance, in the faithful ſervice of ſo gracious, ſo 
e een, 

Nor let thy ſpirits be dejected, ſon if this be 
not done with all that zeal,” and intire refigna= 
tion of a heart perfectly undivided, which thou 
perfectly could*ſt with. For, as in common fire 
there will always be ſome ſmoke, ſo in thoſe ho- 
y flames many men are fincerely defirous of 
heavenly Mrs, who yet cannot quite diveſt 
themſelves of carnal affections, nor be abſolutely 
free from all temptations. And therefore ſome 
other proſpects will often interpoſe, as well 4s 
at of promoting God's glory only by thoſe goed 
ctions; for which the affiſtances of his grace are 
hbaght, and earneſtly implored, of this thy own 


* 


n which thou ſeeſt no reaſon to ſuſpect thy own 
tegrity. Nor will that be condema'd at the 
t day, which was attempted with a mixture 
f ſome defire to promote thy own temppral 


it not fo far, as to incline thee to prefer what 
bay contribute to thy profit or delight, before. 
hoſe chings which will procure my favour. 
ith 4 conſiderate chriſtian my deſire will take 


— 


Jace above his own will ; and if it reign not iin 
ik heart alone, yet it always fits ſupreme, ane 
1. $5 5687 N 11 „ 5 3.4 9 $1 209,47 1 r 
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ſtrength of another made perfect in thy weakneſs, 1 
to fit thee for future tryals; and forer conflicts, b 


7 * 


r perience convinces thee by ſundry inſtances 


drantage. Only take care that this deſire pre- 


— :, 
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overrules the reſt. 1 know all thy ther. and th 
groanings are not bid from me. Pſal. XLxyiii 
Thou weuld'ſt this inſtant be admitted into the 
glorious liberty of God's ſons: the bliſsful and 
eternal manſions of thy heavenly father's houſe, 
are thy longings and delight ; and as the bart 
anteth after the water ſprings, ſo doth thy foul pan 
DF thirſt Ae me. 2 1. 9 — = 0 
art not ripe for theſe joys, that happy hour is no 
come, for this life is the time of warfare, and 
action, and trial, and not of reſt, and joy, and 
triumph, and thou muſt be content to waif 
wich patience, till the kingdom of God ſhal 
come in perfection. The condition of mortal 
2 earth, is that exerciſe and diſcipline; th 
joys the y feel are comforts and ſupports, not fu 
and perfect happineſs, they are given not to 1 
tisfy, but only to ſuſtain them, And therefor 
eceive them as they are, and uſe. them to thei 
proper parole that by them thy - conſtanc) 
and patience may be preſerv'd from ſinking un 
der the weight of any difficulties, which cithe 
the doing or ſuffering things, to which frail an 
corrupt nature is ayerſe, may expoſe thee. Fe 
the change of a man's ſelf is a very laborio 
. undertaking, and yet this muſt be' done. Th 
flleſh with its luſts muſt be crucified, a new-h 
and a new ſpirit introduced, many things done 
which . offer violence to a man's inclination! 


e forlaken and let alone, 10 which he 
LR 2 © trop 
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frye crown'd with ſucceſs, when thy own no 
kf painful endeavours are defeated and difap- 


thy better and wiſer advice is diſregarded and 


uin their deſire; thou, perhaps, tho' equally 
{rrent and zealous in thy application, diſmiſt 


ral eſteem, while thy more 3 virtues 
ve paſs d over in ſilence; others careſſe 


oral" teputed a uſeleſs and infignificant perſon, 


the very methods by which God brings tho 


ut he diſcovers; whether they have gained a 


ſtropgl 
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ficongly diſpoſed. Others thop ſhalt oft-n ob- 


pointed : Others look' d upon as oracles, when 


yith a repulſe; others be great in fame or ge- 


d, pre- 
fer d, truſted in matters of conſequence, and 
oked upon as uſeful and rieceflary, while thou 


kdelity of his ſervants to the touch; tis thus 


onqueſt over nature and themſelves. And ro © 
Ir; of mortification is of happier conſequence, 
an that which expoſes men to the ſight ane 
affer ing of things, to which their own inclioa» _  . 
Idns are moſt violently averſe, Eſpecially, 
en what they cannot but conceive moſt un- 
moſt abſurd and dnaccountable conftraing 
ation to go againſt their own ſenſe, and ſubmit 
be higher power, * any reſerve to the pri- 
. S 23 t . FX 62 A vate 


leſpiſed: Others will ſuffer long, and at laſt ob- 


t eſe miſtaken or partial judgments of men will 
| ful bete hard upen human nature; but even theſe 
to fail turn to good account, if ſuſtained with 

neckneſs, and modeſty, and ſilence. For theſe 


7 
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ſell 
wh 
the 


vate judgment of their own reaſon in the caſe, 
This is indeed difficult and a perfection of ſub- 
miſſion not eaſy to be compals'd ; but did men 
well conſider, how great the advantages of a 
temper ſo reſigned are at preſenr, how glorious 
the reward of it hereafter, and how quickly the 


at 
the 
thy 


_ troubles it expoſes them to will end in that te. + 
ward; che comforts of ſuch diſcipline would be * 


ſenſible and great, and they would even enjoy 
their afflictions and temptat ions, ſuſtained with 
ſs pure, ſo bright a proſpe&, of the incſtimable 
and approaching recompence. 

For this ſhort empty pleaſure, which no 
thou chuſeſt for my ſake to decline, ſhall be com- 
penſated with ſolid and everlaſting j joy in hea 
ven: and there thy largeſt wiſhes ſhall be grati 
ficd. There ſhall be plenty of every thing that 
is good. Fruition perfect and ſecure, free fron 

ths leaſt allay of Kar, or poſlibilicy of - future 
loſſes. Between thy will and mine. ſhall ther 
be made perfect harmony; no oppoſition there 
do obſtruction; but every thing ſhall conſpite te 

fulf Hall thy heart's deſire, and render thy hap 
Pineſs as exquiſite, as finite nature is capable of 
- Thy preſent ignominy, born with patience, ſhal 
there be paid with ,brighter glory ; thy mourn 
ing weed exchanged for robes. of light and joy 
and he who fits here in the loweſt place, ſhal 

/ there be ſcated-on an eternal throne. . Lec it no 
bs) then be FER to thee, to humble and 1 

. | ER 


leave 
place 
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ghom thou converſeſt in this world; but ra- 
ther ſo compoſe thy- mind, and order all thy 
ations, as readily and meekly to comply with 


of a the commands of thy ſuperiors, the deſires of 

rout thy equals, the requeſts of thy inferiours, to do 

' the br all what lawfully thou mayeſt, and to en- 
t te- 


dure patiently whatever they ſhall, but ought 
not, to do to thee. Let vain men purſue vanity, 
kave them to their own methods. Let them 
place their glory and happineſs in ſuch objects, 


dem to. Let them admire and above all things 
wet a celebrated name, and popular applauſe ; 
but do thou place thy excellence and honour in 


there bat wbetber by life or death, the Lord Jeſus may | 
* t magnified in thy body. Rom, xiv. Plal. i. 20. 
7 ap 7M | | | | 5 „ | «4200 
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elf to the capricious hamours of men, with 


— 
# 


u their own miſtaken judgments ſhall determine 


he contempt of thy ſelf, thy diligence in dif- 

aging my commands, thy-zeal in ſeeking and 
drancing my honour and kingdom, and let 
bis be firſt and chief in thy deſires, that whether. 
bou live, thou may ſt live unto the Lord; or whe- - if 
ter thou die, thou may'ft die unto the Lord; ſo 


my cradle, and conſumed with trouble and vexi- 
„ aft perplexed and broken with doubts, and 


| - moſt earneſily for the bleſſing of peace, that 
|. peace and inward conſolation, which thy chil- 
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VVV 

An ae rf refenation 10 Gal in time of aon 
DISCIPLE 


Leſſed be that wiſdom and goodneſs, O ho. 

1 ly father, which performs all thy will, for 
What thy will decrees, cannot be otherwiſe than 

' good and wile, give me grace I beſeech thee, 
to rejoice, not in my felf, or any other, but in 
thce alone, for thou art my only hope and crown, 
my joy and glory, All I have is received at 
thy bountiful hand; bountiful to a moſt un- 
_ worthy creature, who neither could procure, not 
deſerve the leaſt of all thy mercies : and thou, 
by giving and complea: ing, baſt not loſt thy pro- 
perty and right in all, which by thy means I en- 
Joy or do, For what am I alaſs, but a weak 
helpleſs wretch ? acquainted with miſery from 


tion ; my face is grown old with tears, and my 


ſorrov s and vehement paſſions. I beg and long 


- dren feed and feaſt upon. It thou'ſhalt fill my 
ſoul with this, jt will overflow with joy and 

. Praiſe, and continually breath out holy Þbymns 
io the honour of thy name. But if thou turn 
. e | 12 x © away 
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way thy face, as ſometimes thou ſeeſt fit to do, 
[find myſelf unable to run in the way of thy 
commandments; and, proftrating my felf m 

be anguiſh of my foul, I beat my breaſt and 

wing my hands, for the loſs of that light and 
comfort, that ſtrength and protection, which I 5 
enjoyed, while under the ſhadow of thy wings, 
nd defended from the aſſaults of ſorrow and ad. 


than Whicrlity, * | 
thee, Wl Righteous father, then ſay 1, the time is 
t in ſome when thou art pleaſed to try me, but eren 


«this time and at all others, praiſed be thy name:: 
Deareſt father, it is very meet, that now thou 


un- Wſcilleſt me to it, I ſhould ſuffer in obedience to 
, nor Wy will, Moſt honoured' father, this is thy 
thou, ¶ our, even that important hour which thou from 
' pro- Mflerernity haſt ordained, to be the ſeaſon of my 
I cn- Wutward oppteſſion and diſcomfort becoming 


te inſtrument of endleſs Hife and joy to me: dut 
bo' this heavineſs may endure for a night, yet 7 > 
pht and glory will return in the morning, This 
joly father, is thy own appointment, and what 
dou never willeſt in vain. For even this ſuffer- 
gin the preſent life is a mark of thy faveur - 
d friendſhip; the returns, the inſtruments, 

e manner, the continuance of my afflictiens, 

c all of thy permitting, for nothing is or can 
dong; without thy- providence and ditection. 
ithout ſome, wiſe and excellent defign. - Eren 
my ſelf am ſenſible bote good it ts for me to 2 14 
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been afflicted, that I might learn thy ſtatutes, P 
crxix. and utterly reje& all pride and carnal co 
' fidences, The ſhame and ſelf reproach 1 1; 
| beured under, hath taught me to expect relie 
from God, and not from man. And all my a 
flictions put me upen contemplating the un 
ſearchable depths of thy providence, which, witl 
2 ß]wonderful temper of juſtice and equity, lay 
eth theſe burdens upon bad and good, witho 
any peculiar or diſcriminating marks of love 0 
hatred in this preſent world. 5 
Il Will therefore render the moſt unfeigne 
| ' thankſgiving to my God, for that in marvellou 
Kindneſs he hath not ſpared the rod, when i 
was convenient for me: I acknowledge h 
mercy, even in the pains and croſſes, and for 
rovvs I have endured, whether of mind, or body 
or eſtate; and yet much more, for thoſe re 
.freſhments and remedies, which thou alone hal 
afforded me. For vain is all the help of man 
but thou art the true, the powerful phy lician « 
ſouls, , thou woundeft and bealeſt, thou bringe 
down to the gates of hell, and raiſeſt up again 
Deut. xXxxvit. Thy chaſtiſement ſhall teac. 
mie wiſdom ; thou ſhalt beat me with the rod 
and I ſhall not die. Bchold me, Lord, mo 
woillingly ſubmitting to thy diſcipline, O ſtiik 
and ſpare not, ſo thou bend my ſtubborn beart 
and bring down my high ſpirit, and make m 
tractable aud obedient to thee, I, Lord, an 
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pine. are at thy diſpo fal, put forth thy hand and 
duch them as aß leafeſt. For this I know 
hat how grievous ſ ever theſe temporal croſſes 
pay be, yet better is it to feel the weight of thy 
and here, than hereafter. All things are naked 
id open to thee, even the inmoſt recefles of our 
arts, thou knoweſt the things that will be be- 
xe they are, and needeſt not that any ſhould 


lſtreſſes have, to ſcour the ruſt from our unac- 
e minds, and brighten all our virtues. Take 


„ s, my God, thy own meaſures, I only beg, 
1 (oof thou woud'ft not diſdain, and give me over 


* miſhes and miſdemeanors of my life, which 
c ha indeed are thoroughly acquainted with, 
. thou the ſearcher of hearts alone. | 


iſe, in proportion as it pleaſes thee, to eſteem 


L u able in thy fight, to look with a generous 
beat lain upon all that thou thinkeſt vile, and 
ke mer be reconciled to what thou hateſt, Let 


not, I: beſeech thee, judge by outward ap- 


\ 
/ 8 : m—_ 
' * 


form thee what is done upon earth, Thou 
xt what will. contribute moſt to my improve- 
zent in goodneſs, how great and good effect 


id think me unworthy of thy care, for thoſe _ 


* 
= 
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Work in me, 1 intreat thee, a true amend- 
ent, inſtruct me in all things fit for me to 
dow, diſpoſe me to love all things worthy my 
E4ion, to think that every thing deſerves my | 


thing highly, but what is precious, and bon- 


ances, the ſeeing of the eye, or the hearing 
of 


— 


», 
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. of the ear, which are ſubjet to infinite deluſion; 
and miſtakes. But give me & right judgment 
in all things, whether they relate to this or anc 
ther Nate, to the outward, or the inner man 
and above all, let it be my particular Care to in 
 forin my ſelf in thy will concerning me. Me: 
Who ferm their udgment upon ſenſe, often 
err; men, who ſet their affections upon the 

| ſenfible objects of this world, are frequently di 
nted and miſerable : for, is a man, fc 
Wack one whit the better, becauſe d 1 
- grown greater in other men's eſteem ?. Is com 

* | mon opinion the ſtandard of metit? Nothing 
leſs. Here every man abuſes his fellow : the 
cheat impoſes upon another as great a cheat, thi 
vain Fuse up the vain, the blind miſleads the 
the weak ſupports the weak, and all the 
while, by empty undeſerved commendation 
each brings a true reproach upon the other, while 
he extols him againſt ſenſe and reaſon. For 
| after all, theſe praiſes are but words. without 
any fienifican ce, nothing more than ait and emp 
iy found, for every man is juſt as good, an 
bon more nor leſs, than he js in oy eſte 0 
only. 


of 


: 7 
N 


tue, when be is not diſpoſed for greater. 
CHRIST 


on heavenly objects at all times. Thou carrieſt 


ruption, which will often damp. the cleareſt 


: i flames of devotion, darken thy mind, and check 
; thay its noble flights; and make thee know! and 
i tte feel, that mortal fleſh and blood is a heavy, but 


wh i no remedy, but they muſt feel and groan under 

Fo the weight. And groan they ought indeed, 
thou when they conſider, how great an interruption ff 
emp thisis to their attendance vpon, and entire dedi- 


good purpoſe all thoſe happy intervals; 


AP 
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A man muſt be content with meaner alls of ur- 


O not ſuppoſe, my ſon, that thy zeal can 
always be equally bright, or thy mind ca- 
pable of tranſport and intent contemplation up- 


about with thee a load of infirmity and cor- 


inſeperable incumbrance upon a rational and re- 
ligious ſoul. While men are in the body, there 


cation of their time and thoughts, to God and : { 
heavenly objects. Theſe they muſt be content 
to dwell upon as much as may be, by ug i =_ 

Ich 


leiſure and a temper of mind allow them 8 

But when Lag is diſpoſed for . nobler exer= 8 
ciſes, when cares or infirmities preſs it down, let 
i not be unaQtive. Va riety Is here of uſe ; ; a vj 
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works of a meaner rank in the ſcale of virtu 
muſt be reeurred to, that thou may'ſt ſtill be 
employ'd, Nill waiting for the happy hour, when 

I 1 all teturn and viſe thee with -meaſure 
of my grace. Bear with meekneſs the preſent 
diſcomfort and incapacity, the dry- and barren 
Nate of thy ſou}, till I ſend m en dews, 
and in fuſe a princi le of fruit lneſs, for a pro- 
duct in greater plenty and betfectien. For 1 
aan ſoon make ther to forget thy paſt troubles, 
and ſatisfy thy mind with the abundance of 
- peace, T open fot thee the plaits of 
— that thou may'ſt be Enfarged, and run 
the way of my commandments in ibetty ; and 


Vith a ſoul full of joy * inwatd exuhaton 
fay, Treclon that rhe pro 
time are not worthy to be co. . 1 e 


| __ which ſhall be 22 in ul, Nn. x ws 
SR EHAP. LIL 


4 Id think feln, not cumport, 
5. eren bjs due. 5 


IF = pisse E. 


0 k D,1 mult needs with Meme _" 
* my ſelf altogether unworthy thy comforts 
| or any part of that cate thou art pleaſed to take 
|. of mY OE and l * to eee to 
BY 8 . complain 
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complain of hard uſage, or . injuſtice, when 
thou withdraweft thy grace, and leaveſt me ts 
my felf. Whole feas of tears could not ſo 
cleanſe my polluted foul, as to render it pure 
enough to merit the bleſſed influences of thy 
fpirit, Scourges and vengeance are the portion 
of a wretch, who by ſo many and fo grievous | 
tranſgreflions hath offended thy majeſty. The 
more therefore I reflect upon my own finfulneſs, 
the clearer and zuſter notions J have of thy free 
undeſerved mercy. For merciful thou art, even 
to aſtoniſhment, whoſe bowels thus yearn over 
the work of thy own hands; who. thus to alt 
the world hath manifeſted the riches of thy 
pace in the veſſels of mercy, and extendeſt thy 
liberality to thoſe who have no right to challenge 
no recommendation to induce thee to it. 
But, if we could pretend to comforts, yet how 
could we expect fuch divine, ſuch incompara- 
bly fweet and noble marks of thy favour? 8 
very unlike, fo much above any human helps oc 
encouragements ? For how could I expect the 
* brend of life from heaven ? Good works I know Þþ 
of none I have to plead; but the ſlighteſt recol?·xk 
tion even amazes and contounds me fins in- 
numetable brought to my remembrance. My 


rhement proneneſs to evil and ſhameful floth _ 
uid backwardneſs.to reformation and goodnefs - 
orts, are of themſelves ſo evident, that ſhould I la- 
take our to cloak them, the attempt muſt needs be 
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vain; for thou, the ſearcher of hearts, art privy Wpiſlio 
to them; thou canſt diſprove me, and no advo- ¶ ion t. 
cate is to be. found, who could offer any thing 
in my vindication, what then can I juſtly lay 
claim to, but hell and everlaſting flames? I own 
with grief and ſhame, that reproach and con- 
tempt are my due ; arid that I am unworthy 
to be named among thy ſons, or even thy mean- 
eſt ſervants, Nature indeed ſtarts back, and 
cannot without reluctancy acknowledge its own 
vileneſs and guilt, but I will offer violence to my {WMirect: 
native pride, and freely confeſs my fins, that thou Wſo#eri! 
may ſt ſhew thy juſtice and faithfulneſs, in a full pcrfu: 
and free pardon of the faults I do voluntarily be w 
„ r Iod 
But where ſhall I find words fit for ſo miſc1a- Wvith | 
dle a condition, or how ſhall ſo ſcandalous a Her ſa 
.creature apply to thee for pardon? I know no{Pric 
other terms than theſe, that become my mouth, ¶ Hat p 
Lord, I have ſinned, I have done wickedly. und | 
Mercy thou judge of quick and dead, mercy, ot Wi 
I periſh. Reſpite thy ſentence yet a little while, 
and grant me ſome time at leaſt to bewail my 
miſery, before I be ſwallowed up in darknet', 
and go into a land, black with the terrors of the 
' - ſhadow of death, Job. x. What reparation can 
be had, from men laden with guilt and infirm!- 
ty, than that they ſhould feriouſly bewail, and 
humble themſelves for their mighty and mani- 
fold provocations? Hence all our hopes oF 
. 1 mmiaiſlion 
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niſſion ſpring, here the firſt ſeeds of a reconcilia- 
jon take root; the joy of a peaceful conſcience 

; ſown in tears; the acknowledgment of our 
weakneſs is the fiſt ſtep towards repairing our 
LG, the firſt defence againit the wrath to come; 

ind in theſe melancholy ſolitudes the gracious 
od and penitent ſoul meet and embrace each 
ather. A broken and a contrite heart is reputed 

4 facrifice'; Pſal. li. Thou, in wonderful con- 
leſcenſion preferreſt it before the odours, the 
ſweeteſt incenſe, or whole hecatombs of burnt- 
eerings, Of this that precious ointment, whoſe. 
perfumes, when it anointed thy holy feet, filled 

the whole houſe, was an emblem; for thou, 
Lord never didſt or wilt, deſpiſe a foul afflicted 
with a ſenſe of fin. Contrition and humility are 
eur ſanctuary againſt the rage and malice of our 
piricual adverfary ; and tears of penitence are 
that puritying ſtream, which waſhes off the ſtains 
ud blemiſhes of our polluted ſouls, = | 
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lhe grace of God duell not with worldy-minded 
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H E tokens of my love are of a nobler 

A kind, than that they ſhould ſubmit to be 

wall'd by the bleſſings of this world, for heaven Bf 
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rejected. Covet retirement, and 


gaadvice, and behave themſelves as Strangers ani 


haette below, is more bleſſed, than words can 
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- comforts diſdain to mix with thoſe of earth. 1 
then, my ſon, thou defired to be filled full « 
my benediction, and grace, all that obſtruct it 
tree poſſeſſion of thy heart muſt be effectualh 
prefer private 
the diverſion 


converfation with God, before all 


of human ſociety, Eſteem no company ſo de Mr cac! 
lightful as thy eloſet and thy devation, an{Whoſt tl 
there, by fervent prayers, pour out thy foul t at he 
_ God, that thy zeal may be quickned, and thy ill fin 
peace of conſcience ſecured. Let the wholepoſit 


- 
dily 
id all 
this 
d ear 
5 darli 
„ Ma) 
d Sin 
order 


that « 


world be mean in thy eſteem, and account it 
greater honour to be called and choſen of God, 
an any advantages fortune or advancement 
can confer, For be affured, thy foul cannot ad- 
mit of two ſuch different affectiens, to the love 
of me, and tranſitory pleaſures, The moſt in- 
| timate acquaintance and deareſt friends muſt not 
ſtand in competition with me, but they who will 
be mine in good earneſt, muſt follow the apoſtles 


Pilgrims in a world which muſt ſhortly be diſſu- 
ved. 2 Pet. iii. And when the time of this, or 
their own, diſſolution approaches, the joy and 
holy truſt of that mind, which fits looſe to all 


utter. ä „ 
gut to live thus abſtcacted and e 9, tangle 
the world, is a perfection not attainable by every Wis ur 
abrar 


| common man ; nor can the fenſual png. 
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he delights, or enjoy the liberty of a true ſpiri- 


wal ſtate. For this requires a diſtance to be kept 
bom all External objeQts, that thoſe things hu- 


zunced ; nay, even that himſelf ſhould be fo; 
br each man is his own worſt enemy, and the 
joſt threatning dangers tiſe from within. He 
hat hath gained an entire conqueſt over himſelf, 
jill find it no great difficulty to ſubdue all other 


d all the world. But they, who would aſpire 
this e muſt ſet out with reſolution, 
id early lay the ax to the root of the tree; that 


, may be left ſtanding. For all that bitterneſs 
d Sin, which is neceflary to be hewn down, 
order to an entife teformation and heavenly 


that corrupt ſtock, the irregular love of a man's 


down, profound -peace, and- uninterrupted 


non. 


. 


hin natute loves moſt tenderly ſhould be re- 


ppoſition; and this is a compleat victory in- 
td. And when the ſenſual appetite ſubmits 
adily to my will, this man is maſter of himſelf 


darling, fin, no corrupt and inordinate affecti- 


rity of heart and life, are but ſo many branches 


n ſelf. And when that ſtock is killed, and 


The only reaſon why ſo many continue ſtill 
angled in ſenſual affections, and find them-'* Þ 
es unable to fear above themſelves and the in-'  _ 
abrances here below, is that very few have 
ned to the skill of dying to their own inclis | 
1 „ 4. ao 8 


; 5 


ppinefs, are the conſequents of ſuch mortiſ. 
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thy affeftions on things above, and not on thing 


* nature and grace, and exactly to obferi 
their different tendencies and proſpects. Fe 
-  . theſe are ſo very diſtant, ſo contrary. to each « 


a ſpiritual and enlightened underſtanding, trul 
to diſcern them. In the general defire « 


produces ſo very different effects from the {an 
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nations, and diveſting themſelves of narrow a erigit 
ſelfiſh deſigns, For he who affects to conver be 
with God, muſt firſt abandon all carnal and im alſe 
moderate defires, and get looſe from thoſe ii N. 
tanglements, which clog and rivet down the ſollfffitioſe 
to earth. They who will retain a fondneſs of e gt 
ny created being, by minding temporal thingMiGrace 
ſhew, that they are content to ſet up their re eich 
ſhort of heaven and God himſelf. Set therefoſ „ich 


en the earth: for no man is ſufficient for the ſervui Ind 1 


"of two maſters : nor canſt thou love me and nau don a1 


mon both. Coloſ. iii. 2, Mat. vi. 24. 
CHAP. IIX. 
The di ferent motions of nature and grace, 


” 
KAT 


CHEE... 


DE careful my ſon, to diſtinguiſh betwee 


ther, and yet withal ſo intricate, that they requi 
good all mankind agree. This is the ſpur an 
ſpring of every word and action; but that whi 
b ongin 
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xiginal' cauſe is that men "afro "miſtake ſha- 
lows for. ſubſtance, and are 1 upon by 
iſe appearances of good. | 


thoſe that attend to her ſtratagems, and propoſes 
he gratifying her ſelf, fer the end of all ſhe does. 
Grace deals candidly and fincerely, complies 
vith no evil, puts no cheat upon men, does all 
ich regard to God, and reſts in him, as its ſu- 
ſreme and only end. Nature declines death 


ton and obedience : grace is exerciſed in perpe- 

bal mortification and ſelt-denial; chuſes to be 
urg to ſubmit; nay, reſtrains even lawful. 
d innocent liberties, does not effect dominion 
d ſuperiority, butehuſes to live in a ſtate of 
umility and ſubjection; and efteems no hard- 
ſhip, 0 v7 ye PIG uneaſy, for the ſake of God 
nd a goed conſcience. | Nature is ſelfiſh, and 
prays computes what profit every action 2 
ring to the perſon that does it; grace over 
u private gain, and labours ehiefly to Promote 
de publick good. Nature delights in honours 


0 nmendation of men; 
and praiſe to God, and thinks, that 
ings done well, are well rewarded by his de- 
eptance and approbation. 
miny; and contempt; but grace accounts it 
alter r to oh * and milled ry 


12 


1 
nie 


Nature acts craftily, allures, enſnares, cheats 


d preferments, in a celebrated name, and the 
grace aſcribes all the 
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ind ſufferings, hates trouble and ſorrow, nue i 
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D periſhing, bears loſſes with evetuick. of - temper, 


| 2. of the Initatine of „n. Sans 


5 good catiſe, Natusd is pleaſed With eafs and 
Toda and bodily reſt : Grace is ever ac. 
tive, and undertakes buſineſs and toil with chear- 
fulneſs. Nature is charmed with beauty and 
cürioſity, and diſdains things that are mean, and 

valgar and common: Grace ts dalighted with 
ſych as are plain and lot in the eftcem. of the 
world, diſdains'not” thoſe that are vitpalatable, 
Ac thikks bertelf che wotſe for l 

- ohtwatd gaieties and ornaments. Nature aim 
at tranfirory embymenti, is fond 64. wealth and 
inereaſe, tenderly affected with loſſes and diſap- 
pointments, and provoked to the laſt degic 
Wich inſolence and reproach: Grace keeps eter- 
nal advantages in view, neglects che fading and 


endures contempt and ſcandal: patiently. For 
theſe ſhe conſiders, are things of no momen- 
tous concern, to one wheſe heart and treaſure 
d tte in heaven; a phace where they are ſaſe, and 
no misfortune can reach them. Nature is nig- 
gardly and cloſe-handed, and chuſes rather ti 
receive than ive; grace bountiful: and kind; 
deſpiſing ſordid gain — parſimony, : Conte: 
With alittle, diſtributes liberally. and — 
_ eſteems it more At 10 give; thes to n 
Acts xx. | 
2g " Natate inclines to creatuirs-comforizto fi 
delights, to worldly” vanities and pomps, ! 
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bes the heart upon God and goedneſs, con- 


— ſelf wich of the world as littſe as may be, 
hates fleſhly luſts. checks and confiaes roving 
as acdc, and affects privsey and ſolitude. 
Nature is much delighted with ſenſual plea. 
ſutes: Grace feels no Pieler, but in God a- 
lone; and prefers that before all the delights that 
the objects of ſenſe can adminiſter. Nature 
does nothing without ſome proſpect of intereſt, 
and for &very Kindneſs expects as good or better 
returns, either of things? in kind, or at leaſt of fa- 
vout and Fun tor its pretended generolity, 
and ſets a very high value upon all the obligations i 
i lays: . deſires no recompence in this 
world, but looks upon God as her reward, nor 
ce the ſupplies and.convenicnces of life any far- 
ther of e6nfideration' with her, than as a com- 
forable | ſubſiſtence in this World may be ſer⸗- 
ticeable, in promoting and ne . en- 
devo after another. 75 * 
Nature values herſelf upon a dickuftve int 7 
nd multitudes of relations and friends, quality 4 
and neble blood ; and therefore fawns'upen, or i 
favours mem in power, courts and careſſes the 
nch, commendy, and is partial to, per ſons of the 
ane condition, et opinion, or party: Grace ia 
charitable and kind, even to enemies; is not ex- 


ated by great or numerous friendſhips, and | 


thinks he deſcent and family of a man a 4 
N OY virtue be as 2 ab 
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more eminent than thoſe of his inferiors, as hie 0 e: 


birth and rank is above theirs. Grace favour 
the poor rather then the rich, and is more con 
. cerned for the hard fortune of an innocent per 
ſon, than of a great one; pays us reſpects te 
true iatrinſick worth, not to the meer figns and 
trappings of it, which often only ſhew where 
it ought to be, not where it really is; eneou 
rages the good in virtue, inſtead of flattering 
and ſoothing up the mighty in their wickedne 
and folly; and labours indefatigably, to con 
form theſe whoconfeſs themſelyes God's chil. 
dtren, to the likeneſs of their heavenly. father 
excellencies, by promoting all manner of piet 
and goodneſs. bo 2 » 2 "ve 1 2 | ; og 
Nature is eaſily provoked to diſcontent h) 
indigent circumſtances ; Grace bears want and 
poverty with meekneſs and unwearied paticnc 
Nature's ends and deſigus conſtantly centre i 
her ſelf, but grace conſidets her original, and 
thinks. chat all ſhould return thither fron 
T at firſt it came; arrogates noching te 
it felt; js not aſſuming, does not contend for 
Ptaiſe or preference, is not dogmatical and pe 
-, . remptory in her own opinions, but, in all ſearche1 
after truth, ſuogaits. her own , reaſons and judg 
ment, to the incomprehenſible wiſdem of Goc 
Nature affects to be knowing, to penetrate the 
prtofoundeſt and darkeſt myſtsries, makes often: 
auen, 
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40 experiment and ee ; and endeg- 
yours to diſtinguiſh her ſelf, to be thought wi- _ 
er than the reſt of the world, and would be "A 
extolled and admired for all that is ſpoken or 
written, or done; Grace thinks it not adviſeaple 
to lay out time or thought upon new or unpid- 
fitable curioſities, but conſiders that the ruin of 
mankind js owing to that buſy deſire of knowing 
what God thought fit to conceal from them, 
that this ' inquifitive pretending temper is a 
ſprout from that old root of bitterneſs, that 
eſtabliſhed truths may be depended upon, but 
new and fanciful notiens are almoſt no ſooner 
entertained, than they are diſproved and explo- 
ded again, that men ſhould therefore check that 
rain plea ſure, which tickles their icchiog minds 
upon theſe occaſions, abandon vain-glory, la- 
bour rather to conceal, than to publith their 
advantages, . and make uſetplneſs, and virtue, 
and God's honour the only end of a their 
knowledge and ſtudies. For to him alone all 
tanks and praiſe mult of negeſſity be due, who 
gives men all they hape, of his own mere mer 10 
tion andefree mercy. © 

And ſuch is grace, a light ſuperior to nature, | 
which ſhould. dire and preſide over it, the pe» 
culiar gift of God, the diſtinguiſhing character 
of his choſen, the ſure pledge of everlaſting ſal» _ 
lation, for it raiſes a man's affections from earth © ? 
a and e from Beſh to "ak, 9 
Abl, 
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Aud, becauſe theſe two principles are acted þ 
a duch different motives, proceed in ſuch differe 

methods, and purſue fuch differing ends, ther 
_ "Yoke in proportion as nature is weakned an 
a fabdued, the larger meaſures of grace are ir 
ed, the more mens virtues are im 
und the glorious image of God renew'd in the 
Hearts, by holy and heavenly pens. 
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The erg of corrupt nature, end ien of 


rome „ * 
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AHOU haſt Oe my Cod. ee 
in thy own image, after thy — ak 
. e me to be boly, as thou thy ſelf a 4 
Fe, Gen. i. 14. 1 Pet. i. O grant me 1 | 
lecch thee, tit favour and aſſiſtanee, which, ih th 
_ own word hath taught me, is ſo important, 
e neceſſary to ſalvation, that I m- 
ſubdue my own nature, whoſe inclinations a 
now ſo degenerate, ſo corrupt, chat they have 
renz and conſtant tendency to ſin and deatl 
For I feel and lament a lau of n in my. bou 
vwarring continually againft the law of 'my mim 
Rom, vi. drawing me to compliance with 
* and ſenſual Tre * . L 


c 


{ _— — — 
2 


ne 


- 299 ON DO us By att 
LL F > 
G * 2 * 3 


che Imitation of Ir aus 


Ul 


we motions ; except thy divine grace 1 
ſh ſucecurs, and help me to ſtand in the day 
battle. Lord, I have need, not only of : thy 1 
ice, hut of very plentiful and powerful commu- 


or this infection is derived from the firſt pa- 


ence diffuſed from his whole poſterity, ſo that 
man nature, which came pure and good ont. 


1 


ong way, and incline to fin and eartn. 
The little power left in us to do good, is like 


embers, the light of reaſon clouded witk a . 


l, of truth and falſhood are not utterly loſt, 
t the power of performing what our better 


6, that, though ſometimes 1 am 4elighted: 


| ed, that the commandm 
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Cunrer. 3% 
um apy reſdlate reſiſtance againſt its deſtiues» | 
pour in 


cations of it, to turn the bias of nature, whith - 
m my very infancy, preponderates to evil. 


nt of mankind, and is the puniſhment of He 


thy creating hand, is tainted and perverted; !, 
d all the motions, now remaining, attract th 


rery-{mall ſpark, covered with a great heap 


ick noiſome miſt of darkneſs and errer. And, 
dugh by this all the diſtinctions of good and 


| 


on approves; is gone, the light of truth a 
mand feeble, and the integrity of our minds 
affections is tainted and diverted: from ar 


Hence it comes tio 


— 
A Z 


thy law in the inner man, and fully con- 

mmandment is boly, 'juft, u 

, condemning wickedneſs; and warning we 1128 
he rocks and precipices, which in Reeriog: my». 
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- to raiſe my ſelf above the world and its tempta 


flights to heaven and thee. 


** * * 
n 
- \ 4 

. 


world, I muſt be watchful to avoid, yet till 
with the fleſh I jerve the law of fin, Rom. vii 
and find a greater diſpoſition to follow luſt and 
ſenſe, than to be govern'd by reafon and religion 

Hence I do often feel the 20¼, to de well, but 
bow to fer ferm what I thus will, I nd not 
Hence I often make and repeat good refoluci 
ens with great ſincerity, but, for want of thy 
aſſiſtance to counterpoiſe my infirmities, quick. 
ly falls my ſteadfaſtneſs, and am beaten off with 
the very approach of difficulty and oppoſition 
Hence] diſcern the way I ſhould walk in, but 
when I am inform'd of my duty, and endcayout 


tions, a deſtruetive innate weight draws me 
down again, and checks my erh in es ande 


2 — abſolutely, needful then my ; God, ' 
thy grace to belp me in beginning, in carrying 
on, and acompliſhing every good work, ſinct 
without it I can do nothing, and yet with it c 
do even all things? Vet not 1, Lord but thou 
who art in me, aud ſtrengtheneſt ne. O gif 
ttuly divine, without which no deſert of ma 
no ende wments or qualifications of nature, all 
worth or ſignificauee at all: Science 
and art, riches and power, beauty and ſtrengt 
wit and eloquence, what are they, Lord, or wha 
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ned and perfected by  gfice| Theſe are ac 
pliſhments Abbate promiſcueuſſy tos 
2 and bad; but grace is a gift peculiar to thy © 
children and Choſen, and ſuch as renders the 
geſſed men that have it worthy of eternal life 
nd happineſs. A gift ſo ſingularly excellent, 
ſat neither the gift of prophecy, nor the 
jower of working miracles, nor the ander- * 
landing of ſublitneſt and moſt abſtruſe myſſe⸗ | 
fes, nor faith, nor hope, nor any other virtus 4 
x privilege, can recommend us to God wich- * 
but it. 2 = 
0 bleſſed efficacy | of grace, which naked 
he poor in ſpirit, deb in virtue and good works, 
nd that men fo inriched, humble and pure in 
irit? Come heavenly gift deſcend from above, 
bed thy ſelf into my ſoul, and fill every date 
corner there with light and comfort ; ; awake - 
de and ſhake off my floth, moiften the dry 
oil, and command fatto out of the bar- 
| > ground, Vouchfafe me, Lord, this bleſs 
! for this alone is ſufficietit for me, though 
ou ſhould'ſt think fit to deny or, withdraw 1 
that natute can either beſtow, or is moſt fond 4 
l acquiring. Give me but this defence, and — 
( temptation ſhall confound me, no calamity 
may of make me afraid: For this 22 
he is ſtrength and eonrage, wiſdom and pro». - 
Ron; ſtronger than all my enemies, * es 
Piſer than * human counſels N contrivan- £0 
| S.. . wt cer 
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£65; the pe of truth; = wifteef of hot 
br a . the Þ 8 of the ſoul, the ons 0 
' troubles, the reſolver of doubts; the balm of m 
wounds, the diſpeller of melancholy, the be 
niſher of fear, t cheriſher of devetion, the 
rent of centrition, the ſpring of holy and * 
tent tears, and of all thoſe ſtreams. that vn 
nnd purify polluted conſciences. © What am 
without this, but dry ſtubble, a rotten Fay 
Aàdead te ood works,, uſeleſs and unpto oy 
and fit for nothing but to be 1 cf 
foot, and caſt into the fire, Let therefore 
my God, I moſt humbly and 1 ply intrea 
0 let this grace and fayour of thine atuvs 
prevent 7 follow, and make 
Cales for continually. to be given to all go 
" IR Werks; tba 99 5 my 1 begun 
inued and e in thee, 
= criſs thy holy name, and finally | 
„ 2 wore, obtain ON life, l 
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toward me. As the defires and intemperate 
he of things without, muſt be rejected, in or- 
der to the peace of one's own breaſt ; ſo even 


under to a perfect union with God. Learn 
therefore abſolutely to deny thy own will for 
mine, without contradiction or complaint. Fol- 
y me ; 1 am the way tbe trutb and the life. 
Without the way there can be no walking; 
vichout the truth no beneficial knowledge, 
vithoutthe1ife no living, Keep then in this 


ly J, for it is unalterable, believe in this trut, 
er it is infallible, hope for, and aſpire to this 


time in my way, and thou ſhalt know the 


ou may'[t inherit everlaſting life. f tbeu 
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N 144 F 4 | | | . 
deniial enforced from Chriff's example, . 


HE more, my fon, thou forfateft thy 
IEE 


the love of one's own ſelf muſt be laid aſide, in 


life, for it is true, happy, and eternal life. Con- 
truth, and the truth fhall make thee free, that 


wilt enter into life, "keep the command ment, 
Mat. xix. If thou wilt know the truth, be- 
Ive my words. If thou wilt, be perfect, fell 
that thou haſt, If thou wilt fave thy life here 
ler, deſpiſe. it here, If thou wilt be exalted 
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in heaven: abaſe thyſelf upon | carth, 11 the this 
dd ſireſt to reign with me, take up the croſs. with mea 
me. For none but they who imitate my pent 
croſs, are in the right way to happineſs and trug C 
| gory 1 ranc 
Diſciple.) This way, O Lord, is Atrait and vs; 
rugged, ſuch as the —_ declines, and eannoſ cnab 
endure to think of. Therefore I beg, thy grace taker 
would enable me to deſpiſe the world, ok di perſe 
ſent from the genefal Opinion of men, in com capt: 
pliance with thy command and example. Fer 1t:d) 
the ſer vant is not greater than his bord, nor ib (01dic 
diſciple above bis mofter, John xv. Let nan. 
ſervant then be guided in thy ſteps, for with ain 
thee is life and true holineſs. And all I read on rt 
hear from any other hand, gives me no Te: hic 
freſhment, no true delight. | 
Cbriſt.) I/ thou knoweſ theſe bing, my jon 
bat py art thou, if thou docſt them, John xii 
For ptactice and not knowledge, ſhall inherit 4 
the bleſſing. He that heepeth my command by 
ments, and doth them, bs it is that loveth me, ad 
i will love him in return, and manifeſt m 2 { | 
bim, and ſet him upon a throne with me, ig Js 


my father's kingdom. 


© gracious promiſe. The croſs, which I hart 
received from ihy band, 1 will bear with con 


Diſciple.) Lord, N me a partaker of this 


\ ilancy even unto 1 The life of a truc 


N jan is indecd one e continu d EM; bur finc 
| \ thit 
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the tis is the way that leads to paradiſe, is by no 
with means fit, that I ſhould depart from it, or re- 
my pent of Holy reſolutions, and good beginnings. 


Come then, my chriftjan brethren let us ad- 


enable us to follow RAE For his ſake we have 
taken up the croſs, and for his fake we muſt 


com captain of our ſalvation marches at our head, 
F v. dy to fight our batiles, | Let us, like gallant 
oldiers, follow ; let us abandon. our fears, and 
t thy manfolly prepare to die in the field; and not 
wicht ſtain our honopr, and loſe our crown, by de- 


erting from that ſervice, and thoſe hardſhips, . 
phich he hath made bur duty and our glory. - 


ruin bring drjedted with Temptations 5 
e, 


Joage not, my ſon, of thy favour, and accep- 


the warmth of thy be and the delight 


10f Me Tntitation of Joins Cuner, 3 51 


yarice boldly. Take courage, tor Chriſt is with 
ws; he does not only lead us on, but wil! 


perſevere f in bearing it.  Bebold, the king? and 


which reſults from the diſcharge of thy duty. 
For I am better pleaſed with bumility and pa- 
tience, and deep gonttition of heart, in a diſcas- 

folate $a affected flats; than with an 2 5 


3 
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tance: with God, by ſuch falſe mealkres, 12 


* . * — 4% » = 
\ : 
17 


. 332 of the Imitation 71 E 1 nenen 


zeal, aud the 128 exalted acts of an eaſy and 
rous piety. -- And whence is it, doſt thoy 
wy Wal. cet every little ſcandal,, which detracts 
Fra thy reputation, ſo ſenſibly effects thee ? 

Mere i it yet more to thy diſparagement, yet 
Could it not be worth thy concern. This is 
not the firſt injury of this kind, nor is it like 
to be the laſt, if thou liveſt longer among men, 
And what is now new ot ſtrange, ought not to 

_ ſurprize thee. I know thy courage and pre- 
 . tended bravery, while danger keeps its diftance, 
Thon canſt diſcourſe like a philoſopher and a 
| ' ' chriſtian, and give excellent advice to thy 
friends, when t they labour under any diſtreſs, 
but when their Ke happens to be thy own, and 
ſome unexpected calamity eomes home to thee; 
thy prudence and reſolution torſake thee 
quite, and thou ſtandeft ne leſs-in need of the 
counſel and ſupport which thou wert wont lo 

. bel to impart to others. 

Lr this experiment remind thee of thy ow wh 
5 frailty, which by ſuch inſtances, appears not to 
| be proof againſt the ſlighteſt misfortunes, For 
ceyen theſe inſtances are greatly for thy advantage, 
and bring thee to a right and perfect under- 

_ Nanding of thy own weak condition. Grow 
Wijier at leaſt at thy own expence; and as thy 
|, calmer reaſon ſhews it ought to be, ſo let thy 
- . hebaviour maniſcſt, that theſe tender . reſent- 
ente wo Keren evil are biel out of o 
m 


nn er * a 
7 \\ * 
9 * 


Thou eanſt not be excuſed from vonn 
them with meekneſs and refignation, an 


out into irreverent expreſſions, but ſet a watch 
Ion thy tongue, and keep the door of thy lips, 


85 bot within thee, yet let not any paſſionate com- 
8 plaints burſt out, which may caſt imputations 


commotions will in time be compoſed ; thy ſor- 


Jour and m 


[deedilyy; and comfort them 
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mind. If thou canſt not entertain adverſity 
with abſolute indifference, yet let it not drives 
thee to deſpondenty and wicked diſtruſt ; and, 
however the firſt enſet may diſturb thee, yet 
tally quickly, and let it not long overpower 
thee. And tho' perhaps thou art not arrived 
to that perfection of counting it all Foy, when 
thou Falliſt into divers temptations, Fam. i. 


| pa 
tener. If thou art not yet got even thus far, 
but ſome indecent reflections riſe up in thy 
mind; yet let not this ſecret. indignation bre ak 


Pal. exli. & xxxix, Reſolve at leaſt, thy 
mouth ſhall not offend and though thy heart be 


upon the honour of Ged, impeach the uſtice _ 
ind goodneſs of providence, or give offence tio 
thy weaker brethren; * For by thus manning. 
and guarding: well the outworks, thy inward 


row by degrees ſhall turn into joy, and the fa- 
of God, be inclined to relieve 3 
and comfort thee, in recompence te thy c _ } 
rence and ſubmiſſion to his good pleaſure. 
A ait the Lord, T will held. thee | 
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pur their tri in my ſalvation,” Call up th 
cChriſtian fortitude, and fink not under thy bur 
then, but ee epare for greater trials. If thy for 
mer troubles have overwhelmed, thy ſpirits, pre 
valled over thy temper and thy virtue; let no 
| the remembrance of thoſe former trials diſcou 
mige thee. The Lord knoweth whereof thou ar 
made, he remembreth thet thou art but duft : Pal 
eiii. a man, and not Ged, fleſh and not an ange 
or unbodied ſpirit, how canſt thou then exped 
to continue in an undiſturbd ſtate of good 
|  Hefſ6?. How ſhould thy virtue be above the 
'.  Hoeks and ſeverities of temptation, when ever 
the angels kept not their firſt eſtate, and ma 
in paradiſe ſo ſoon fell from innocence ? I ar 
- thy ſole protection, who raiſe. the ſouls an 
With de preſerve thoſe who acknowledg 
and bewail their on weakneſs and glocity 
wich my ſelf the humble chriſtians, who arc 
aſhamed of their follies and miſcarriages. 
Diſciple.) Bleſſed be thy mercy, for the gra- 
"© Sous words, which drop from thy mouth, ſoft 
As the gentle dew, and Tweeter than honey and 
te h6 hey-comb. What would become of me, 
mn the ene of my diſtreſs and anguiſh ef 
my Soul, did not thy pose and ſeaſonable 
5 inſtructions refreſh;and comfort me? But be it 
as thou wilt, for 1 cannot think it any great 
net, how long or boiſterous my voyage i, 
ee at un condutt. me rann pu 
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fflictions be never ſo great, ſo thou grant a 
happy ifſae, and turn my ſufferings to good 
effect. But my condition in this life adverſe 
or proſperous, no proſperity will profit, no ad- 
rerlity harm me, but in proportion to the ſtate 
In which I die, And-if I go well out of the 
world, my continuance in it cannot be ſo trou- 
clome, that I ſhould have cauſe to repent or 
complain, Order my affairs then as thou plea- 
et; but always, O my God, remember me for 
food. Lead me in the right and ready way 

b thy kingdom, diſpoſe all my actions towards 
be attainment” of ſalvation, and let me /o paſs 
terough things temporal, that 1 finally loſe not the 


p th fol baven, where good mem are at reſt. Let my 
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- Concern not thy ſelf about the amazing diftri. 
butions of grace or proyidenoe; why ene man 

is forſaken and in distavour with God, another 

ſo ſurprizingly indulged hy him ; this perſon 
,-  exericiled with afflictions and' ſorrows, or that 
_ fo gently dealt with, fo unaccountably exalted, 

| Theſe ate things out of thy ſphere: and all the 


- 


| parts and penetration, the acuteſt wit, and ac- 
| quired improvements of man, are much too 
ſhort and feeble, to enter info the reaſqns of the 
divine connſels. If therefore ſuch curioſities 
rcturn upon thee, look upon them as the ſuggeſ- 
tions of the devil, by which he labouts to dif- 
qmniet and unſettle thee. If man, impertinenthy 
buſy, require a ſolution of ſuch difficulties, con- 
tent thy ſelf with that general anſwer of the 
prophet : rigbteous art #bou O Lord, and juſt are 
ttb Judgments; Jer xli. 1. The Judgments of 
Tze Lord are true and righteous altogether ; bis 
righteouſneſs flangeth liłt the flrong Mountain, 
Pial, xix. fix d and pomoveable; eminent and 
Conſpicuous; and bis Judgments are like the 
- great Deep, Plal. xxxvi. 7. @ vaſt and dark 
Aby ſs, ſuch as we cannot ſee to the bottom of, 
r fathom with the ſhort lige of a finite under: 
My methods and dealings are th be admired, 
| nat. family. eridelsed upon, by 5e creatures. 
For no creature can have a. capacity propot- 
|  tigncd to them; and what men cannot ä 
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hend they ſhould not preſume to take into ex- 
imination. + $460 (| WW; on e in | * 
As little ought. they to enquire and diſpate 
concerning the merits ot the preference of good 
men: Which of the ſaints excel in virtue, or 
x greateſt in the kiagdom of heaven, Fot theſe 
ace queſtions, in which men are no ways 
concerned, ſuch as engender ſtrife and debate, 
ind turn to no good account. They che: th 
urogance, and pride, envy. and faction, while 
men break into parties, and each, contends. far 
the preheminence of him, whoſe order and pa- 
ronage he is devoted to, or whom his own vain 
imagination inclines him moſt, to honour. The 
effc& of this is very viſible, and the miſ- 
chiefs, that ſpring from ſuch an imperiinent 
zeal, exceeding. numerous and lamentable: The 
cntraver(y, neither poſſible to be decided, nor 
yorth deciding, if it were, And, if thoſe faints 
have any knowledge of what paſſes here below, 1 
this .induſcreet and partial zeal canner but be 
highly. diſpleafing to them. For I am not a G 
efcontention and faction, but of order, and peace, i 
ud love. Theſe are the genuine product f 
me moclefty and bumility, of ſuch as eſteem 
athers better than themſelves; but inconſiſtent 
vith that bald aſſuming temper, which is reſt- 
eſs and diſcontented if any other be. preferred, 
before them. It may be, affection and honeſt 
rl ay diſpoſe ſome men tobe more liberal in 
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their ref et on this or that fide of the differing then 

5 18 ut do not ſuch conſider, that ſuch 2f. no lc 
ection is not the effect of grace or religion, bui one, 

merely of human ivfirmity ?. Theſe are ſuc dy, \ 

pre poſſeſſions as I can never be capable of, ſoſ natic 

all the ſaints are equally mine. My hand mad Nay, 
them men, my-affiſtipg grace made them ſaints Wl they 

1 enriched: them with virtues, and crowned {lve 
tbem all with glory. I know what each have for be 
done, what cccafions they had, what improv {:lves 
ments they made. 1 foreknew them befor ind! 

time was, they choſe not me, but I them, and ind u 
ſingled them out of the common multitude. I near 

. 'drew them with the cords of love and mercy, n be 

'  eonducted them thto' great variety of trials and bve e 
atfflictions; ſuſtain'd them with uncommon A. 
 ._ comforts and recruits, enabled them to pei ſevere i eager 
and rewarded the conftancy my ſelf had * Bleſſe 
Epo the firſt and laſt, and my fatberly, my caſu⸗ 
mex pt ſſible aff ction extends to them all. 2 tha 
zl are inſtruments of my praiſe and glory, ſo Natut 
many monumemn's and eternal trophies of « o act 
3 goodneſs, frecly advanced to What they are, by Vote a 
my bounty ao favour, without any right or an fondl 
ccedent merit of their own. He therefore havio- 
who deſpiſes the leaſt of theſe is Saale of di be di 
reſpect 10 the greateſt, for this contempt reflect Wncthit 

\. at att on me, the author of their virtues andi zinati 
their na ppinels, and therefore in me alone, world 
Minds 
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bein dende Their intereſts and pr are 
no longer ſeperate, for charity wy made them 
one, and knit them into the ſame miſtical bo- 
a, whoſe honours, and advantages, and Incli= 
nations, and Joys, are inſeperabIy the ſame. 
Nay, which is the utmoſt perfection of charity, 
they all conſpire in loving me more than them 
ſelves, or any merits or reſpects of their own © 
for being in that happy ſtare exalted above them. 
{cves, are entirely taken up with the love 
ind honour ef God. This is their . „eln 
ind utmoſt end. Nothing can divert them to- 
meaner proſpects, no mixture of ſelf love comes 
m betwixr, to damp the yur flames of n 4 
bye everlaſting. 5 Bens 12. 

Away then with theſe vain - ie e thels - 
eager diſputes, concerning the condition of tho 
Bleſſed; which betray a prevalence of carnal and 
knſual appetites, ſuch as have no notions high- 
n than particular gains and ſeperate intereſts: 
Nature and partiality incline tuch diſpoſitions, 
to act, and deſire, and love and hate, upon Pri- {SY 
vate and perſonal conſiderations, and then the Co 
fondly transfer the ſame idea's and rhe ſame be. 
haviour, from earthly to heavenly obyects. Alaſe, 
the difference is the wideſt in the world,. and 
dothing in nature ſo diſtant, as the fooliſh" ima- 
zinations'ef ſuch novices in matters of another” 
world, from thoſe juſter apprebenfions,” Which 
minds enlighten'd from e entertain = 
. 8 . 


1 their happineſs and honour is compleat, by the 


1 open” . co me. Thus much is intimated by 
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Scesſon e not too curious then, my fon, 
an matters above thy capacity, but rather let it 
be thy eare = conſtant. thought, bow thou 
may ſt be found, tho” it be but the leaſt, in the 
2 of heaven, For could ſt thou under. 
Hand all myiteries, and all. knowledge, could it Mendin 
thou diſtinetly view the ſeveral orders and pla. Who x 
ces of each angel and ſpirit above, yet wn know, 
would this avail, farther than as it excited in rheth 
thee leſs for thy own, and greater zeal, for my 
honeur.? The man who ſeriouſly reflects upon 
the multitude of his own fins, and the; defects 
' and. worthleſs of his own virtues, how few, how 
poar, how far ſhort they are. of the pertection 
of thoſe bright examples heretofore, employ 
his mind upon a ſubject, which God likes much 
better than ſuch empty ſpeculations of them 

. Who have ſet thoſe examples. 
IT This is a centtoverſy, which they never trou- 
ble chemſelves about. For they aſeribe no- 
thing to any deſerts of their own, but acknow- 
che whole and what they are, to he the ſole 
of. my infinite liberality COT love. And 


jw they; take in the fruition of God and his 
The mere exalted any of theſe are, the 


more modeſt they are, the more dear and the 


” that viſion, where they are ſaid to caft. their 
"yp erm hk the hen of . God, e, down * 
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on hr faces Before the throne, and before the 
unb, to worſhip . bim that lroth for ever and 
mer, Rev. 1 
How abſurd is it to ſee men zealouſly con- 
ending who is greateſt in the kingdom of Ged. 
who are not ſolicitous in the mean while to 
know, what much more nearly concerns them, 
whecher they ſhall have any place at all there 
xemſelves ? And yet to be leaſt there is to be 
Fed's far even the leaſt are ſons and heirs. o 
d. A \lintle one ſhall become a thouſan 
and the child ſhall die a hundred years old, 
but the ſinner. of an hundted. years old mali 
be accurſed. Ve, Is. 22.——- Iv. 20. Wuen | 
diſciples enquired who ſhould: be the great- 
l in the kingdom of heayen, this was the anſ- 
er made to 4 demand: Except ye be con- 
reg and J 4 Titel children, ye je ſhall In 
= into the kingdom tf beaven. There- 
5 5 ſhall bumnibie. bimſelf as this . 
Fane Jhall begreateſti in the kingdom 'e 
even, Matth. viii. Wo to them who al 
kin. to Weile the bumility and W 0 
tle childreg, for ſtrait and low is the 
, the eayen, as towrings of ambition, and fe ſs Tip 
the {bloated vanity can never Nerz, to, or 654 
d by Wo to the rich, who bave their conſelati- 
(heir . in this world, for While the poor are _ 
1. into paradiſe, they ſhall Radd weepin gan 
FF aling Wente But rejoice, 'ye meek, an 
Io 1 dane 
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hamble, ad poor, for yours is the Mo ngdom o 
- God, if ye heartily embrace and obe ai he truth 
and be rich in patience and good. diſpeſitiens, 
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N ot O Fad is m wh OY bett 
below ? or what, of all the things unde 
| heaven, can miniĩſter pe ce and comfort to m 
ſoul? 7 ruly my bope i is even in thee, and my joy 
and truſt. ia thy mercy alone. When were m 
affairs in ill condition with thee ? Oc what ca 
prevent my being exquiſitely. miſcrable with 
out thee ? Poverty for thy fake, is infinitely ra 
ther to be hols 7 than all the riches and great: 
=} in the world, in exchange for thy favour 
and earth and exile with that favour more bli 
ful, than heaven without the fruition. of thee 
For heaven is heayen by thy bleſſed . preſerice 
and where that does not reſide, all, is deat 
and the gtave, and hell, Thou aft my deſire 
and ruy portion, and therefore to. thee my figh 
and groans, and cries and prayers, . continuall 
_ aſcend. I have no other ſtay or refuge, whe 
can ſend ſeaſonable and ſuitable relief to all m 


* and, ee bat thou alone rt m 


hope 
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mol Pope and truſt, my effectual comforter at; 
ruth poſt faithful friend. „ iy 
u. W Others purſue their own private ends and ad- 
rantages,. bat thou ſeekeſt my improvement, 
nd happineſo, and ordereſt all things for my 
pod. Even my temptations and afflictions are 
pointed, to do me ſervice: , Theſe are the 
nethods, by which the Fidelity of thy choſen - 
z brought to the teſt; and even the harſher 
re ee ought as much to engage my af- 
tiohs, and encite my gratitude and praiſe, as 
x mf refreſhing comforts; and moſt deſired 
pro's therefore, O my Gad, I re-. 
foul, thou att my —— where 1 
= the burthen of all my griefs and trou- 
For there alone can they and I be fafe, 
Ince all chibgs/ elſe are feeble: and uncertain, 
either able, nor always diſpoſed, to com- 
8 or protect me. Friends cannot do what 
wiſh, great men will not, or cannot help; 
be wiſe without thee miſtake: their meaſuresz? 
books are but-infignifitanit diverſion, and yield 
Io ſolid conſolation ; wealth cannot buy caſe ' 
nd. peace of mind, fortreſſes and coverts cannot 
ide me from calamity, unleſs thou be with 
boſe friendt, and ſtrengtben thoſe counſellers, 
ad inſtruct me by thoſe books, and aſſiſt me 
2 the uſe of wealth, and guard that ſtrong re- 
8 For peace and happineſs are entirely in 
Thou art the end, NT CNS: of ' 
= + SEED "" as EN al * 
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all good; the perfection of life,” the depth © 


the ſureſt, the moſt/ſenfible ſupport thy ſervant 


ther of mercies and lover of men. Comfort my 
_ foul in trouble, and purify it with thy grace 


_ dwell in. Let ne impurity be left in this tem- 


lead me fafe thro' this vale. of ſorrow and dan 


country, the land of promiſe, the preſence anc 


* 
* * 2 «ol — 


y 1 


wiſdom and knowledge: And hope in' thee i 


can have, in the miſeries of this mortal life. 
To thee therefore lift I up mine eyes, O fa 


that it may be a clean and holy babitation, ſuch 
as thy glorious: majeſty. does not- diſdain te 


ple, but cleanſe it thoroughly from every thing 
which may offend thoſe eyes, that cannot be 
hold iniquity or uncleanneſs. Loek upon me 
in thy. great goodneſs, and. after the multitude 
of thy mercies, hear the prayer of thy poor fer 
vant, now wandring in a diſtant and deſolate 
wilderneſs, O keep my foul and deliver: me 


ger, and conduct me, by the way of Peace anc 
holineſs, to my own home, even my heaven) 


eternal truition of as.” God: Pere 
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OME unte ne, all wether labeuriand 8 are 
„ laden, and I will refreſb vou, Mat. 
ri. 26. - The bread that I will give, it my fleſh,” 
which 1 will give for the li * the world, Joe. 
"51 Take, cat, this is my body which it 
5 . you, this ds in remembrance of me, 1. 
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' the raiſing my toul to heaven and häppineſ 


366 Of the Imitation of Je8vs Cnzur, of th 


Cor. ix. 24. He that eateth my fleſh, and drin heck 
eib my blood, dwelleth in me, and ] in bim, Jo 
vi. 56. The words wbich I ſpeak unto you, ent! 
are ſpirit, and they are life, John 63. ing a 
Diſciple. ) Theſe, bleſſed Jeſus, are thy word eino 

on which my ſoul ſecurely reſts it ſelf, becauWe un 
my ſaviour who is eternal truth, hath ſpoke i In | 
them. Theſe the gracious and condeſcendiniWaſeon; 
invitations, which I find interſperſed in holfiſforts, | 
ſor ipture, as occa ſions offered for making then 
Theſe therefore I will receive with holy grat 
fude, with humble but entire confidence, and e 
grave them upon my foul in deep and indelib 
characters. Fot tho they be thine, as the a 
thor, yet do I claim a property in them, an 
_ juſtly call them mine too, as a perſon, for who 
benefit and falyation thou wert pleaſed to utte 
them, Moſt gladly therefore will I receiv 
them at thy mouth, that the authority of - th 
divine ſpeaker may make the more effectus 
impreſſion. HM ſtupid I mult. be beyon- 
| imagination, if encouragement ſo ſweet, ſo kind 
do not awaken, and very ſenfibly affect me. Bu 
alaſs, at the ſame time, that thy call incline 
me to come, my own grievous tranſgreſſions fi 
in my face, and the terrors of a guilty... conſci 
ence. keep me away. Thy goodneſs, I own 
_ imps my wings, and bids me . boldly attempt 
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king thoſe flights, laying me-preſtrate upon 
ch, reproaching my better hopes, and nobler 
eentions, wich preſumption, and never depreſ- - 
ing my mind, with the intolerable — of 
cinous and numberleſs offences, which tender 
pe unworthy of the leaſt of thy mercie. 
In this perplexity of thought thou baſt moſt 
aſonably interpoled with thy reviving com- 
Its, haſt made that faith and truſt a virtue, 
xd a duty, which I ſhould have ſhunned as a 
rime, and conſcious of my own vileneſs, durſt 
ot have entertained. Thou. commandeſt me 
p raiſe my dejected looks, and direct my ſteps 
heaven, and 1 ſeriouſiy deſire, as — 4 in- 
ed can but deſire? life and glory everlaſting. 
Thou exhorteſt me to begin to to live immedi- 
Mitely, by taking the ſweet foretaſtes of immor- . 
lity, in that bread which is the food of fouls. ' 
Thy kind invitation therefore I earneſtly at- 
ad to, Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
avy Jaden, and 1 will refreſh you. O harmo- 
jous ſound in the ears of a ſinner- How joy- 
| is the news to a poor, loſt, impotent reich, 
ne, who, in a due ſenſe of his own vilenols, j 
inks even the mcaoeft of thy gifts, which 
plogd to his bodily ſuſtenance, tos good for 
Io be invited to eat of thy moſt bleſſed 
ay, and admitted to partake of the lively. - 
zutes af thy divine blond, the commemorati- 
of ch x death. and ſure pledges ot. -—_ 
r 
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bring him to me, or hope to keep him there 
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Lord, what am I, that I ſhould be thus per 
mitted to approach thee ? Nay, rather that tho 
ſhould't come to me, and dwell under m 
roof? O unſpeakable conde ſcenſion. O unex 
ampled kindneſs. Behold the heaven, and the 
| heaven of heavens, cannot contain thee, and ye 
thou vouchſafeſt to take thy abode with man 
that is a worm? The angels are not pure in 
thy ſight, and yet thou ſayeſt to wretched fin 
ners, Come unto me, yethat travel and are beay 
I find my ſelf at a laſs, whence ſuch aſtoniſh 
ing kindneſs ſhould proceed, or whit” may b 
the meaning of ſo friendly an invitation, M 
miſdeeds teſtify againſt me, and I am, but twe 
tenfible, that no merit of mine could induce m) 
Lord to make it, fo far from that, that, even 
now it is made, I know not with what face [ 
can either approach my God and Saviour, or 


him whom I have ſo often, fo grievouſly provo: 
ked, ſo juſlly made my enemy for ever. But 
| Were there no demerits of my own to diſcou 
tage this attempt, yet who am I, that the ma. 
jfeſty of heaven and earth ſhould ſtoop ſo low 
as to enter under my roef? Behold angels anc 
atchangels principalities and powers fall down, 
and worſhip thee: Behold, the brighteſt ſaint: 
and ſpiriis of juſt men made perfect, tremble at 
 tby prejence, and yet thou yell, Come unto * 
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ye that labour and are heavy laden. Had 
is been ſpoke by any mouth but thine, men 
wuld not have believed it. Had not thy com- 
mand inſpired this confidence, finners durſt not 
have attempted to move towards thee, but would 
ave rather uſed their utmoſt induſtry, to flee 
from the preſence of their maſter. and judge. 
But be it ſo ; we are commanded to come to 
thee and thou vouehſafeſt to come to us. Yet 
what ſelemnity, what-preparation, can be ſuf- 
ficient for thy reception ? Noab, that righteous 
perſon, onipldy'd a hundred years in building 


in ark by God's direction, for the ſaving himſelf 
ind a very few ſouls beſtdes ; and how fhall I 
te qualified, by the application of an hour or 
two ohly, to entertain the maker of the uni- 


ſerſe, and meet him with that humble reve- 
rence, which is due to ſo terrible, ſo glorious a 

creacor, from the vileſt and moſt unworthy of 
ll his creatures? Thy ſervant Meſes admitted 
Into familiar converſation with thee, - by a pri- 
lege not imparted to the reſt of mankind fra- 

ned an ark of cedar- wood, and overlaid it witng 
pure gold, to be a fit repoſitory for the tables of 

belaw : And ſhall I, wretched rotten. trunk, 
uke upon me without ceremony to receive the 
mighty maker and giver of that law ? Sele 
wn, the wiſeſt of princes, ſpent ſeveral years in 
building a magnificent temple io the; honour: . | 
if thy name, eight years were taken up in the 
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| were then facrificed 


pet, and other holy ſolemnities, was condutte; 
_  Iats the place 


4 


dedication ef it; 4 — pexcecolfring 
upon the new eretted alte 
and the ark of the covenant with ſound of trur 


appointed to receive it: An 
How unlike to theſe great faints am I, duſt anc 
* aſhes, chief of finners and wendest of men 
How ſhall I pretend to invite thee my God in 
to my houſe, who am ſs; far l ſpending 
number of years or days, that I can very hard! 

afford one poor half hour? Nay, would to Golf 
chat wretched remnant of one poot half hoy 
were but employcd, as attentively, as devoutly 
as it ought to be, to provide thee. a clear and 
acceptable apartment, in this homely cottage 
my heart. How cager O my God, how per 
ſevering was the zeal of fed antient worthies 
He cold, how ſhort is mine, · When I fet my 


he to prepare for meeting and receiving thee 
My thoughts alaſs, are very 


ſeklom “ conſiſten, 
but a thouſand wandrings and impertinent di. 
tractions intrude upon me; and hardly. can 

collect the powers of my ſoul. into fo compoſed 
a frame, as becomes our more immediate ad 
dreſſes to thee. I am not unmindſul of th; 
Preſence then, more peculiar than, at othe 
times; I reflect upon the indecency and ſin 
foffering my heart to divide it f, 1. know 


r. Of the Imitation of Iss CyrisT, 371 
eringMit ought to enlarge and devote its whole capa- 
city to thee. And yet I cannot fix and fill it 
with this one object; but, in deſpight of all my 
endeavours and ſelf- re proaches, frailty will pre- 
+ & HO FUISHAE en, 
Nay, the ſame care and reverence were much 
too little, where the dignity of the thing is ſo 
much greater. For what compariſon can there 
he between an ark with its ceremonial ſymboles 
ind the myſtical body ot my bleſſed ſaviour, 
Ivith all the wondrous effects of his paſhon ? 
How poor and deſpicable were thoſe legal ſacri- 
ices, whoſe greateſt excellence and commenda- 
tion was, that they typified, and foretold, that 
oe only perfect and ſufficient ſacrifice upon the 
trols, which in this ſacrament we at once com- 
memorate, and apply the virtue of to our ſelves? 
If then the patriarchs and prophets heretofore 
ce Mexpieſs'd their zeal and devotion, by all the 
ten; narks of reyerence and profound reſpect, to 
| rac rh of the divine preſence, and ſhadows 
Wo! good things to come, ſhall I be negligent in 
my preparations to meet my God himſelf, ſhall _ 
[not indeed as much exceed the great folicitude 
ad pious affection, which kings and peaſants, 
ich and poor, univerſally expreſs'd, as the ſpi- 
tual participation of my Lord's body and blood | 
ind the mo preeious as of his love ane 
by falyation, excel the carnal diſpenfation of a 
zuative tabernacle, and the very «diſtant and 
5 T 7 07.20 B b $4075 Nies dark 
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£308 long pilgrimages, and fly to the remoteſt corne!: 
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ark e of fawire: bleſungs ? They a 
dored the repreſentation, and ſhall I diſregert 
the ſubſtance; the end, the perfection, of all the 
levitical inſtitutions, the dam of all Gods mer 
gies, and man's hopes ? If even David thought 
it no diſparagement to his royal character, to la) 
out his time, his ſtudy, his ſtrength, in the fer 
vice of thetaberndcle, to compoſe pſalms tot 
the, worſhip of God, to ſtring his own harp, an 
himfelf j join r- preſide in the concert, nay 
even to dance before the ark, when brought ur 
to its place, and, by his own example, to teact 
his Subjects to exert their utmoſt might, and 
. employ every faculty of body and ſeul, in cx 
prefling their zeal and joy: What boly glad 
neſs then is due, what 4 Re devotion to hi 
whom David in ſpirit called Lord? Wha 
| ſongs of praiſe and thanks ſhould adorn that { 
mn feaſt, where Chriſt exhibits to us thi 
heavenly manna, the food of fouls ? How hall 
we labour to omit no teftimony of our reve 
tence, no fign of honour this king of heaves 
does us, when he vouchſafes to come heme, ant 
dwell: in our hearts, andgby £ the conſecrated elc 
- ments, verily. and. inde GIVE: pug unite him 
belt to every faithful foul ?- 
gee with what .caper_zeal, vain. men make 


ol the world, only to gain light of the baaſted 
* of ſome n * to be entertain 
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ed with long accounts of miracles, to kiſs a 
filken rag, or proſtrate themſelves before a bone 
let in gold: But alaſs, were all the legends theſe 
fond men give credit to, moſt true, yet what is 
here, that can deſerve their expenſive pretences 
to ſanctity, or command veneration, in auy de- 
gree Comparable to that ſaving and myſtical 
preſence of God himſelf upon the alter? The 
poor effects of ſuch miſtaken zeal are but too 
manifeſt. Men generally go for curioſity and 
diverſion, not for the improvement of their 
minds, and they return accordingly : Better in 
no reſpect, except in having ſeen a thing much 
talk d of, which they never had ſeen before. 
'Tis to be hoped, but few are ſo blind, {6 
wretchedly deluded, to imagine, that ſuch pe- 
nances and painful travels can avail there any 
thing, without true contrition, and ſerious re- 
formation of life,” And where theſe are, much 
more ſubſtantial advantages may be had a great 
deal nearer home, For lo, the king of faints 
invites us, he gives the ſure and bleſſed fruits of 
righteouſneſs and ſalvation to all, whe wort bly ; 
receive him. An invitation, in compliance with 
which, levity and ſenſuality, a wandring head, 
or a roving humour, have no part, but all is doge 
by the wile, and well-weigh d grace of a ſtead 
taſt faith, the comfortable aſſurances of a de- 
vout 0 0 che e zeal of a fincens 
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' this holy ſupper ; whoſe graces and good effects 
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O mighty maker of the world, who 

though we plainly ſee in all thy works of won 
der, yet thou thy ſelf remaineſt inviſible ; hog 
aſtoniſhing are thy diſpenſations to the ſons © 
men? How ſweet, how comfortable, how full 
of efficacy, yet ſtill how unaccountable to ſenſe 
and reaſon, are the methods, by which they 
att pleaſed to communicate thy ſelf to the faith 
ful in the bleſſed facrament? Here thy choſen 
and werthy ſervants pertake of that heavenly 
food, which nouriſhes their ſouls to life immor- 
tal; while reprobate and bold intruders, take 
empty elements, void of ſpiritual ſubſtance, and 
ſaviug power. This is a myſtery, above our ard! 
comprehenſion, This kindles in us holy zeal{Wrailec 
and engages our devouteſt affections. And by Whnt 
receiving Creatures, in themſelves, of mean and Wpreſc: 
common efficacy, we find our weakneſſes Nous 
ſtrengthened, our decays recruited, and our love their 
of thee and viriue ſtrangely beightned and con- in h. 
firmed. Who can expreſs, who can conceive, 
that hidden, that amazing diſtinction made in 


are ſo liberally diſtributed to the faithful, and 
yet unbelievers, and impenitent men bave no 
portion, no experience at all of them? Who 
can diſcover theſe myſtical methods, by which 
ſpiritval prace is conveyed with | bodily ſuſte- 
| _Terce? How bread and wine could be made 
Iaſromentsof ſtrengthning the ſoul, of paging 

. NA BR Si op, „ . awa 
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health and ſupport, a. pretence for ſtarving i; 
the midſt of plenty. - 4 
For I can ſcarce perſuade my ſelf, but thai 
If this holy ſacrament could be had in one plac 
and from one ſingle hand only, men would wi 
eager zeal repair thither, and vaſt. erowds Mela: 
people ſtrive to partake of ſo rare a bleſſinq h. 
But now, when every church, and every feſiſ ic 
val, which every prieſt, and almoſt every lord ita 
day, exhibits this delicious food, brings jt hom he 
to our doors, and offers it to as many as are reÞ'/ 7: 
ligiouſly and devoutly diſpoſed to accept t 
gracious tenders, when every ſetmon exhort: 
s Intreats, conjures us, to be thus; happy, » 
turn our backs and flight the cheap, the ea 
favour. Yet manifeſt it is, that the kindnels« 
dur Lord is not the leſs, but much the greate 
for putting the terms of our ſalvation withi 
our on power, and leaving the whole bla 
and condemnation at our own doors, if we MDE 
fuſe to take hat without our fault we can 
ver want. And ſhall we then proceed to dill, ir 
and diſdain out \ greateſt bleſſings ? To thin us 
them leſs valuable tor being moe common? Ncaxn 
bleſſed Jeſus: We will acknowledge thy ue fo 
Ipea kable bounty, we will moſt thank fully coſ iy ſiei 
feſs thee the goed ſhepherd, who haſt providqpuntai 
ſuch rich ſuſtenance for thy ſheep, and lead d ne 
them out into fat paſtures. Bleſſed be thy cia ant 
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ply for, but to thy poor r fervants' in this Gif» 


ing it 


t that nfolate ſtate : Who no not content to ſuerifice 
e plaꝗ once upon the croſs, offereſt it daily in the 
d witfWcramenr, and haſt flenced all the fears and 
ds Melancholy miſgivings of our own guilt and 


worthineſs, by that moſt tender and com- 
aſſionate, that moſt extenfive and univerſal 
witation, come.unto me all ye that labour and 
e beavy laden with burthen of your _ and . 


L refreſh you. n 
.Cc H A p U. 


be by 7 i to the foul mani fed 7 in tis) for 
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we. I » \Ehold, Lord, thus encouraged, thus invi. 


0 ted, T come, but I do not preſume to de 
| , trufti ng in my own righteouſneſs, but in, thy 
pnjold ani great mercies. I feel alaſs; my 
nefles and wants; and betake my elf 4 
(ce for relief; ſick and diſeaſed, I fly te the 
ly col iyfician of ſouls, hungry and thirfly 'to this 
rovidÞuntain of living water, and bread of life, poor 
leaddÞ1 needy, to the bountiful king of heaven, 2 
hy eufvant to his kind maſter, a creature to his com. 
Y bot iſlionate creator, who hateth nothing that he 


th made, and a forlorn diiconſolate wretch, to 
thee, 


Can 1 
> dullik 
© thi 
on? N 
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. and only. ſupplicate, that my own ſinfulneß⸗ 
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thee, the holy, the eternal, the only . comforter. 
But whence is this to me that my God ſhouls 
vouchſafe to come unto me? Or who am ] 
that thou ſhould'ſt thus liberally communicate 
to me thy own ſelf? How ſhall a wicked fin 
ner dare to appear before thee? Or how canſſ 
thou, Who aft of purer eyes than to behol 
iniquity, endure to make ſuch  condeſcenging 
approaches to a ſoul polluted with ſin and wit 
uncleanneſs ? Thou ſeeſt my very inward parts 
and knoweſt I have nothing in me that is good, 
nothing to invite ſuch mercy, nothing fit fo 
the reception of ſo pure, ſo glorious a majeſty, 
Iwill thetefore moſt humbly. confeſs. my own 
vileneſs, and thy unſpeakable goodneſs, I will 
moſt thankfully praiſe and admire, and adore 
tby marvellous love, and exceeding abundant 
ace. For this is purely thy own at. N 
thing on my part could deſer ve, nothing . cqul; 
move thee to it. The more unworthy I am, 
the more conſpicuous is thy goodneſs, the me 
amazing, thy mercy and condeſcention, Since 
thetefore thou art pleaſed to ſtoop ſo low, b 
it unto me according to thy word. Since thou 
| iſt thought fit to command my approach, [ 
will moſt gladly teſtifj my ready, obedience 


way not render me oious in thy: fight, nor fru 
trale theſe ineſtimable mereies o me, 
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O ſweeteſl, kindeſt ſaviour, what humble 
5 - | » © ERS 1 534 I » 
xeverence,” wh devout. bankfulneſs can be 
| & . r ; , Pia «1 
eat enough ? What praiſe can be ſufficiently 
of that love, which admits ſo poor, 1 


exprefÞye 
Probl. a, wretch to the participation af thoſe 
livine myſteries, the dignity whereof no tongue 
of men. or angels can worthily ſet forth ? But 
when. I thus. addreſs my Lord, and am allowed 
fch intimate familiarities with him, wFat fort 


: 


poach thee with, all the profound reſpect due 
ipon iuch gccafions, is impoſſible. . I Will there- 
hre ſupply my want of ability by the earneſt- 


dels of my, cal; and moſt humbly beſecch thee, 
taccept.thoſ> hearty. defires of the iueſtimable 
benefit, by which my ſgul and all its faculties, 
thirſt 2nd pant moſt impatiently after (hee and 
thy righteouſnefs. "When thou art the ſubject 


of my. meditations the matter is too vaſt for.re- 


T4 : : 


lar thought, the idea too. dazling and. brighc 
Ee dE” und 1 cathy” Fel 
therefore tur | m eyes inward, and Entertain 
myſelf with p. els' | 
profitable; proſpect of my own unworthineſs, 

e DA iow: before thee. dod. Free the 
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of reflections ought to fill my breaſt? To ap- 


myſelf loſt in wonder and aſtoniſhment, "Iwilt 


els n but no leſ: 
ſenſe, how liztte, how mere a nothing I am, 1 


e- bottom of my heart; and” 


| 
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extol thy name ſor evermore. F Sik an 
deteſt my ſelf, and with the deepeſt bumilit 
put my ſoul into thy protectioh, that thy fa 
vour and grace may exalt me, and make th 
deſpicable wretch ſomething, whe withoat t 
mercy is leſs than nothing. © | 
Otte wide extremes, O the dnmesfurab 
diſtanee, between God, the eſſenęe and perfſee 
tion oi holineſs, and man, the very abſtract o 
filth and fin, yet does this God extend com 
paſſion, and look dotyn with pity on thoſe whe 
are not worthy ſo much as to lift ap their eyes 
to him, yet he comes to uy, and delights to be 
with us, promiſes to dwell with us; calls and 
intreats, ad importunes us, to fit and eat deli- 
ciouſly at his table. He invites'the naked ant 
hüngry, the beggars and vagabonds, to his o. 
table P/al. lxxviii, feeds them with angels food, 
feaſts them with the bread of heaven, even that 
Hving bread which came down from heaven, on pin dl 
purpoſe to give life to the world. Fobn vi. 
Od, whence could all this mighty love pro- 
c&ed, what account can be given of ſuch won- W*gi 1 
_ derful condeſcenſion, ſuch tender regards, to loſt . 
unwerthy creatures? What thanks, what praiſe, | 
what humble adoration to thaſe fo highly obli-' 
ged. ſo particularly favqured creatures dhe in 
for them ? How wiſe, how merciful, was 
Mr 
all 
hat 


y_ defgn in the fiſt ioſtiatios of this 
er * Howrich, how delightful 'a ' 
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haſt thou red for thy gueſts, by ordainin 
thy own” and blood for the myſtical We 1 
ertaintment of the faithtul? How aſtoniching 
xe tte operations of thy grace and power, how 
ncotnprehenfible the methods of fulfillin che 
moſt true promiſe, thou ſpakeſt the word in 
the cn ning and all things were rake and 
me almighty word, thou cmandeſt 
wor and wine, Ta they nourKh ſouls to eter- | 
ml _ pd | 
'This is indeed a eck. contriyed for the ex- 
eciſe, not ſo 12 of out reaſon as of our fair 2 N 
We are not able to account for the mighty effi- 
dcy of elements, in their own nature contemp- 
tble und weak. We know not how that God, 
whom the whole heavers cannot contain, ſhould” 
well in 'the hearts of men: But this we know. 
that thoy haft promiſed, by and with this facta- 
nent, td enter into, and abide in, all worthy re- 
eiwers; and thy truth is ſufficient to filence and 
inquiſh all thoſe imaginary difficulties, which” 
willing and curious men form to therhſelves u- + 
out ir, Comte then, and enter, and live, aud 
ion in me for cet, deanſe arid adorn wk ik 
ee the place of thy peculiar refidence; 2 
frre try ale ald toy free from all impu ity, 
d remove fut away whatever may be et 
thee, lek this veffel of mine be conſtamtly ps 
W in ft ag Palle and hohôur; *thit4 <p 
ſpotleſs confelente, 1 ry rep 
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55 ts N, and drink bis blood; thou doſt 
wete over again the work of thy x<demprion, 


ad Wiih great effect partake. of thy faviour's 
merit and 
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ly appipa bach. and drrogtly Far "leſs adora ts 
eries, which- thou haſt appointed, for 10 
— and ſalvation of thoſe, whom. the king 


lively commemotations of thy own. moſt bitter, 
but moſt meritoripus and precious death. _ 

And thou, my ſopl, rejoice and he exceeding 
glad for ſo noble a fayour, fo heavenly a refreſh- 
ment, fo rich a "conſolation, © to ſupport and 
Fweeren thy paſlgge through this vale: of tears and 
milery. For every time thou attendeſt theſe ho- 
ly y myſteries. thou deft ſpiritually. tat the fleſb of 
as it 


erings. loye ontinues al- 
ways t) the 75 a d ele 1 TAE worth. oli 


his prop itia tion is an pen hagllibſe ſprip of mer- 

1 3 * * hither” ane exaltcd 
zeal, eplarge chy heart and.its defires, and doubt 
not, but thou thalt, At. every. approach, 1 30 7 
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I faſt 00 long. I periſh for 
relief trom this ben) the, 


els heretofore yearned aver. 

came from fat fo Read thy” te hs 

t healed of their 4 Liſte 
wauld'lt not ſend them 4 1 
leaſed io, fecd them by d mifarl 

ſhould faint by the way, Mar. xv. © 
ne compaſſion towards me, and let th 

crament ſuſtain my fainting, Wul, "thi 

| derneſs, barren and remote from a 7 ir 

7 * For then att the ſweet, D we 

inking and weary ſpirits, and they = 

ily pariake of this repaſt, ate nouri 


life, eternal. 4: am ſadly ſenfible of m ng fri- 
rigs, ane frequent ices 0 MM Leda how 
t. my occaflens ate for t e- 
e Naa Sec Mb 3 
e e ſes of | 
apacc, and theſe | degays 8 
We death, di not my "pra yel 
ne my dee in} bi 7 — 
Preparatpry. to this hol zorn: Du J 
—_ 21 A e e on 
„ 


0 * . bo 


"Oy" Mi FO Cities 305 
12 "conſicirs my Ar of doing. * 


nd inffame my Zeal and 
60d works.” " Oblfibate Rag a hot 
el Nee querich all my vital heat, and 
&ftroy my body, than too long abſtinence from 
ut pl ar food! will waſte and quite extinguiſh 
il the operations of x 23: in wy Tout and all ith 
powers of living 
I find and ber — « fit benggde ge 
wil, and my experience, from my 
$ me, how ſtrongly J indine'to fin, and 
ll from badi to Worſe, a temedy From 
idee check this indifpofition, and fuccour and 


kippoft me from plänging into hell. This holy 
a e is l eee. It calls back my 


ſteps, prevents my falling by * 
2 
goodm 


and fArengt hens me in grace 

And Keen in my ſtudied and Fe 
ae devotions] I am fo often cold, ſo luke- 
em at the beſt, how trozen'ſhould 1 be, how 
ſenſible” fünd dead, were theſe helps laid 
de, and no ſuch application uſed to warn 
nd quicken me? Theugh therefore: my life * | 
not ſo perfect, that Tam always in a 4 | 
ſition to comtaiunitate, yet it (hall be my 
Ie; at Wlemin and proper. ſea ſons not to 
b benibfi of thoſe holy myſteries, ar ever 2 

e happineſs,” For this is the b 

eign 


etvatioe 'of * ſouls, the chearing 1 | 
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cradle 


Im of wounded conſciences, the g¹,ʒ, 
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fort, of the, faithful, eren their er 
2 of baniſhment, and, groaning eatneſſiy f or 
|  xclcaſe from . ae and 1 ! 
thoſe mortal bodies, to which F; Prep 
hach for a time confined, them. 5 ofiner 
they thus W their God, the greater in 
that affliction, and . bumble. devotion, with 
- which they court _ embrace ir beloved 
tnt and Lotcd. Sd * 
But ob, how rr is thy V loye, nd det 
5 man whom thou vouchfafel to-. viſit,.. whe 
the great God, the creator of the world, and f. 
ther of the ſpirics of all fold, diſda ins pot l te 
| bow into a poor ſoul, and fill the hung 
Vteieh with this bread of. life. Happy that 
breaft, which is thus honoured, and 2 
abie the joy, with which it overflows, how 
rious a maſter, how. agn able a gueſt, bowls 
ſant a companion, how Achtel Aa friend, . aon 
beautiful, how. honourable, how charming 
husband, does it entertain and Fay gas Le 
. t earth and all their boaſt 1 cell 1 
| oa kyth Hence before him; for. if aps | 
Jeſus, I have all. For I have -bim, from her y 
all other good things derive their lenèe, an 
| their borrowed precarious perfections can mini 
ſter no joy, can make no happineſs, withou 
his great orignal. .. They in Run} are Nc 
thing, thay are bat hes he made | bes * 
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the inſtitution and promiſe of him m. WhO work. 
fathom theſe. depths to the bottom wert an at 


ſhort- ſighted man turn giddy at the fight of thi 


and what can I, the feebleſt even of men; vi 


teries? | 
5 Inſtead therefore of hice reaſoning and vn 


Paruicular | manner of chat preſence.” 
ma. and. divine nature are inf eräble, «thi 


art fo preſent is God, as rot"to 


/ . engaged to make 1 me 2 with 


1 Sr 2 2 


an invention ot prof ie&t of human 


eth all things aceording to the wiſe and won 
derful counfel of his own unbounded will? Te 


tempt impraQicable, even to the fefined-Cnder 
ſtanding of an angel. Well then may 


abyſs, and confeſs the well too deep, and. thy 
cordage and plummet tao ſhort. ©© Such and.n 
Val is the condition of the moſtexalted faint! 


finful duſt and aſhes, hope to diſcover, by m 
moſt induſtrious ſearch into thoſe. en my 


* 231 1 


table diſputes, I will appteach with fing! 
Won heart, £985 firm 10 e wi al 
undoubting faith, and profobnd * revetencd 
What ever the vanity of worldly wildom"wa 
gelt to the contrary, 1 will not queſtion, | 
= art preſent 1 in the ſacrament, though 
cannot ſatisfy the captious' enquiries after i 
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1 know, and no more but this; - That tho 
Conte! tl 
nt, that tho 
caſed to . N my E e 17 hp 
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eſt union of a holy love, Shed there- 


t 


\ 
* 
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be, I pray thee, r grace into my | 
art, that I may diffolve in this holy fire, and | 
xcome entirely thine. Purge off ny dtoſs, and 
me no more endure the 98 5 any baſer 
06 f \. C3 "0 5 8 > TS 13 5 WI? | 
pixtures, Fot this ficrament is the pureſt, the 

init 1 4 reer +7 
obleſt retiner of ouls, the health of the whole 

£ | eie 920 ere = = 
ua, the reſtorative of ſpiritual decays, the cure 
frice, the curb'of paſſions, the antidote agaioſt 
qobles and temptations, the ,conveyancer of 
eater grace, the increaſe of imperfect virtue, 
Fr O.ovt Tuifh, 40g . 
e mighty incentive of our charity. _ 

. 4 r r o 
Who can expreſs the manifold, che | aſſoni- 
ing benefits, which thou Frequently impar- 

: | 3 TO ki 7&8 n 3 

| ro thy beloved and religious ſervants. by 
pmmunicating,,in this blefled ſupper? Even 

4 er * 0 = x 1 Cid 
ou, my God, the cheriſher of my, loul, the re- 
urer of my breaches' by infirmity and "fin, 
I reſtorer of ny inward comfort and peace. 
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h his thou Tuſtaineſt them in ſadneſs and afflic- 

u, and enableſt them to walk upon the waves 

2 troubleſome. world. By this thou cheereſt 

er melancholy and diſttaſt, and raiſeſt up 
132344 as o f ö . 

gi finkin ſpirits, with aſſurance of thy gra- | 
ns protection. and aſliſtance. By this thou 


ieweſt their nature, and purifieſt cheir aff-c- 
6s ; that they, who came at firſt to this ta- 
wich great lothneſs and dulneſs, feel a nw _ 
mth within, and by degeees are brought to 0 
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die with a ; and 55 lug I rpay pot be al 


Rey * ſhould. 
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Bid Waren 95 Spit ef all "in tows 
n e a brightie6' of human; vm. 
| haart heart ſhall feel: ſoap- 
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4 5 Ae e His) kings. 
will bot Fail to make alt x Ws clowas- | 
| ces, ah his w iſdom knows bete they at 


prets nee 
3 
e 1 latnent; 
| ho ate 12 N Oo il de excluded; 

en he prohoynces tat general re 
Ci Mme unto mr, all Erbas Tabaur, and ure Baer 
like 10 D e 
Lhe ofther 


1 defcend into myſelf; ebe more \ 
| li am convinced, uſci 
alte wy late. I foffil the pr 


that this e 
ritnitive 


; 3g.) man, and labour i the Goo = 

y face, en ii {arrows my bears 
ö 1 and Hande e e 
. me dow, the multitude of 3 


| r * n totmont und y 
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5 and exotbitapcg of sf affeRions 
entangle and confound, e may 
reiſon. And in e 5 & 

and * ſoccour, no Macs ence, no 


or deliyeter, but only hes, 
. ron kinds i * 
kes'-and ſavicur, I commit myſelſ, and all my 
affai z and pray that thou would l he cep what 
is thus depoſited , with thee, ſafe unto; ife_ eter= 
nal! Q take me therefore, into thy. cuſtody; 
aud as thou haſt ordained thy., body . and blood 
io he the food ot -immortality, ſo grants. that it 
way have its proper efficacy upon, my ſoul in 
rticular,.to the, glory. of thy name, and the 
33 of ſo bleſſed an inſtitution. And, that 
_ n& neglect or unftuſtfulneſs of mine may ob- 
iap&;;-its- kindly,.and powerful operations; 
Grant; I beſeech ghee... my God and. Saviour, 
that l never may be guilty of ſuch N 
willfully to tutn my back A thy table; 
may earneſily long 17 heat tily rejoice ip, 1 
diligently comply with, every opportunity of re- 
ecivivgtbis ine mat e bleſſing, and may ſo ſo fre- 
| and ſo improve under. t - merciful dife 
alation, hat l may conſtant] y return With 
ter care and zeal, more, ſettled reſolutions, 
moe irteconcilcable hatred againſt. fin, and 
ingtcyfer vent love for, God and goodneſs than 
before. 3589 ſhall 1 approach nearer to thee in- 
deod, 0 WSAdecFAenT, P: ove a 1 avs 
Fin | | | OW 
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toward esrb $6 hall my toul he fillech with 
dd kteaſurer ef thy mereyſ the delight of hy- 
ſecret one add the raviſhing foretaſtes of that. 
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defirous to feaſt upon ihẽſe dainty met d 
that deſire be duly tempefed with reverenee and. 
boly . For know that if thoa hadſt the 
purity of an * 54 or che mortifled 
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on; a8 werde 
4 are ſtrengthened and refreſlied by the bread 
"ny ine. | 
Wa therefore they approachelt the edit 
tat, reſt not in the teſtimony of ray 
By nor. e upon the outward af viſeb ico Jv 
but let thy faith carry thee on ts the i 0 
uh 2 7 ace, and to ecrciſe it ſelf in contem- 
ting the almighty of God. And thou 
0 whom the invokinge this power and its effica- 
ciows preſence is committed, ſee that thou do it 
with awfyl reverence and godly feat : Couſider 
whoſe ſervant thou art, and what a glorious, | 
character thou haſt received by 1 ok 
the biſhap's hands. For thou at 


prieft for 7 ble and religious a The 1 
cellence of thy offices balls, ug thy. 
waſter s family their portion it 81 5 das 


manner and ſcaſon. Be faithful therefore in the 
execution of this. weighty truſt, proceed in it 
wick 4 fervent and etem cy devotion, and let 
e thy lf, ene 
ſacrifice to God, Do not imagive any 

rt of thy privilege to confiſt in ih Exemption” 
n the duties incumbent common c iſe” | 
tans, Alafs, thy burden is not leſs bur greater 
thy temptations many, thy danger mote: — 
tent, for being thus diſtinguiſhed. For it will 
be expected, that the . of thy mantiers,” 
the wad of thy e cee of — I 
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> 3 eee tric ome Na 
paſſions, the pet ſection of thy , holineſs, the ar- 
dency and zeal of thy devotion, ſhould diſtin- 
guiſh thee; as; viſibly, as eminently, as thy garb 
and thy profeſſion do. That theu ſhould'ſt 
be cloath'd and adorn'd with that righteouſneſs, 
that innocence, that gravity, of which thy robe 
is a Ggnificant.emblem, and ag thou art become 
a leader, thou ſhould'{i likewiſe be a pattern, to 
the flock. For the converſation of ſuch per- 
ſons ſhonld be no longer conformable to the 
cuſtoms and corrupt examples of the world, but 
conformed. to the angels in heaven, or to the 
ſaints that excel in virtue upon earth.” are x 
When thou entreſt into the holy place, and 
there putteſt on the garments of thy function, 
conſider what thou art going about, and how 
high a place thou haſt obtained, no leſs than to 
be the repteſentative of the great high- prieſt in 
heaven, and to miniſter in his ſtead unto his 
people. Firſt therefore, with all humility, be- 
wail thy unworthineſs, and confeſs thy own fins, 
Then with a moſt extenſive charity, and fend 
compaſſion, bewail, and intercede for the fins 
of others, .. Look upon thy ſelf as a mediator 
between God and tranſgreſſors, to offer up their 
prayers, confeſſions and thankſgivings to him, 
and to tranſmit his pardon and bleſſing to them. 
And be not ſlothful er untbigking, careleſs or 
cold in this affair, for it is moſt important, and 
| - "requires thy moſt diligent attehtion, thy 3 
. n  earnel 
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earneſt importun thy moſt indefati able 
eee e l ö Fil thou bach 
gained thy point, and prevailed for, mercy and 
grace, by tho ſe reſo gte Nies s with God. 
But When. thou gelebrateſt the ky he ſupper, re- 
member, thou art about A wotk, which all hea- 


ien and earth arg concern'd, in. A work, 
which when perform'd as it ought, brings 
honour. to God., joy to the bleſſed angels, edi- 


fica;ion to. the church of Chriſt, convert ion to 
lioners, peace, to wounded conſciences, comfort 
o che afflicted, ſtrength to the feeble, and, to 
thy [elf abundance of —_— and an exceeding 
great NE» 
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"FwY Lord, | wit 

the. doubts Abd confuſi ions « of my troubled 
breaſt, F pie when. T look. up to heaven and. 
onfider the majeſty of my great, my j holy God, 
75 A thence draw my eyes hack upon * 
If, and. view my wn vileneſs: and horrible ſin-" 
FL Lam bi perplexity, and diftract) and, 
horror... hoo biddelt me come; and it 1 fe- 
bal 1 e fa com 


LY 


en Y 0 ee 


"thy accuſtonied d mercy, ; 
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vitation, 1 forſake t my own rhercy, and deprive 
my ſelf of life and Happineſs. But if T come 
unworthily, I am eꝗ Kb r ſhall 
be puniſhed far the high indignity, ringin 

ſo ollutede gueſt, io pure and besen) : : 
feaſt, What courſe then ſhall I take io he fate 


when danger and death threaten on either 
hand ? I will eyen fly to thee my God; and, 
inſtead of conſulting with fleſh and blood, or 
hearkning to the deceitful Inſinuations of my 
too raſh or too timerous reaſon, will ask council 
of thee, yl infallible and ny oragle i in diſtreſ- 
ſes. 
Teach, me, I beſeech thee, the right way, 
and lead mein ſuch methods of holy prepars- 
tion, as may be proper and ſuitable to ſo exalted 
an act of reli ion. 1 know. that theſe approach- 
es to thee, in the bleſſed ſacrament, are exceed - 
ing benificial and delightful, but withal reveal 
to me in what manner thou muft'be a 
ed, to render that, which is defirable in it ſelf, 
fafe and profitable to me in particular, Give 
75 beleech thee, a due ſenſe of the acneſs 
the myſtery "and the excellence of thy mercy 
ia it, and 2577 juent to that, fill my foul” with 
pure : and holy, affections, with earneſt longing, 
with godly forrow, with fiacere and ſtedfaſt re- 
ſolutions, with profound reverence and fincere 
devetion, that my heart may be a clean, though 
homely Fre for my lar or, ſueh as ill 
Au 
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will not diſdain, and I'fo well-diſpoſed a gueſt 
at this divive feaſt, this ſpiritual ſacrifice, that 
thou may ſt bid me welcome to thy table, and 
the fogd I receiye there may nouriſh me 5 10 
W eternal. Auen. "7 
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"CHRIST, 


Bin „ keepings, keep thy 1 and, 
A2 whether prieſt or private chriftian, take 
good heed, that at thy coming to my holy table. 
ty devotion conſiſt not in bodily worſhip, and 
pomp, and ſhew only. I am not to be impoſed” 
upon with fuch empty fortnalities, hut require 
in upright humble, and devout mind, a mind 
lom andi proſtrate as thy body, a ſteadfaſt faith 
and pute intention, an unfeigned zeal for God's 
honour. Therefore, before Hob pte ſumeſt to 
N examine well, hew theu art qualified.” 

conſcience, and do 
all remains of 
ven. nied of re- 
proach thee, no luſt 1 divide thy aſ- 
lections, and hinder thy free and entire reſig- 
nation to my will. Conceive a juſt hatred and 


jadignation * all * fins in general, * | 
or 


IF 
# 


for thoſe, which ate either too groſs do be over- 
looked, or too habitual to be forgotten, expreſs 
4 particular and proportionable feſeniment of 
Sorrow and ſhame. And, if thou have time 
and leiſure, look well ioto the irregplazities of 
all thy paſſions, and in thy private retireme 
* a full confeſſion of them, between Gb 
and thy own ſoul. 

Recollect and bewailuhe unhappy prevalence 
of worldly and carnal affections; every exorbi- 
tant deſire, every udgoverned (paſſion. Ob- 
ſerve how the motions of cvil concupiſcence a- 
bound and domincer how / unregarded thqu 
art in thy outward. behaviour, and. the geneta 


courſe of thy converſation, how ea ily thou "art 


ſeduced: by vanity; how; vehementiy * . 1 to 
the gratifications of appetite and ſenſe, how care- 


leſs Toh {tvpid in the weightier N of thy 


ſoul; how apt te let thy ſelf looſe to laughter 
arid. emravagarit mirth, ang how, exceedingly 


ugwillingito. mourn fot thy fins, with a true, 
ſaying,.and nec<{lary contrition, . how: earneſtly 


thou purſueſt the pleaſures and adyantages of. 


tke body, and how dull and floibful. thou art in 


the.cxerciſes; of mirtification . and godly. zeal ; | 


how mighty, cucigus: and igquiſtive, after news 
zumute e to pe Fhed une, with 
7 9>1Pemp. avd, Ee gan 0 or y 


; buy how gegligent aud back ward, 


tal af Aibregass + adn.” of les gay 


10 * | appearance, 
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ippearariee, but of true in ward worth, and «fs: 
cacious conſequence to thy better ſtate, how 
tee dy 'of gain, how {paring in thy alms, how 
tenacious of this world's goods, how inconfide- 
rate in thy diſcourſe, how childiſh and trifling, 
d bow wicked or obſcene, how laviſh and pro- 
fuſe, and what a torment it is to ſet @ guard be- 
nce ¶ re thy mouth, and keep the | door of thy lips, 
-bi- Pal. cxli. How affected or extravagant in thy 
Ob. behaviour, how raſh and eager in thy actions, 
a- bow inordinate in thy 9 but how ſlow - 
hqu ind deaf to the word of God, how negligent in 
fa) bearing and how inflexible to'be "perſuaded by 
art what thou haft heard, how prone to reſt and 
to Neaſe, and how averſe to labour and neceſſary 
re- care, hou wakeful and attentive at plays or 
thy balls, and how drowſy and lifeleſs in prayer and 
ter Nboly duties, how impatient till they are done, 
gly ind how full of wandring and impertinent 
thoüghts, white they are in doing, how eaſily 
ly {diverted from thy ſtated hours of devotion, how' 
"of lukewarm in receiving the bleſſed ſacrament, 
in bow unfixed in thy mind at the very time of 
al; communicating, and how barren and unprofita- 
ws ble afterwards, how ſoon excited to anger upon 
rich every flight miſcarriage, and yet how apt'to give 
thy {offence to others, how prone to judge, and ſe- 
ow Nerely cenſure thy bretbren, how ſtiff and po- 
gay litire in th ſe judgments and hard conſttucti- 
Ice, ens, chow -infolent and immoderately W = 
ad Ho | with i 
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4 
with good fortune, and how feeble and « for 
ted. under every croſs or diſappointment ; — Ane 
foll of good intentions, and how ſew of them pen 
executed to ty cterbal advantage, as they oughe}}] 5 
5 be. ther 


\ Thee, and many other defects, of which 
man's own, conſcience can. beſt inform 
him, it is thy duty to inquire into very impar-¶ nit 
tially 3 to bewail ſetiouſſy, to confeſs with the 
profouadeſt humility, and with firm purpoſe 
of amendment for the time to come. When 
this is done, then without any ſecret reſerve to 
thy own, inclinations, reſign thy ſelf up entire- 
ly to God, to be governed by him, and offer 
to. the glory of his name, tby ſoul. and i body, a 
holy, living and reeſenable hecriſice. Thus ſhale 
thou come to me worthily, and receive my myl- 
tical body to thy infinite advantage. 

For their is no other ſatisfaction in man“ 
power to make for his great offences, and mani- 
fold 'provecations againſt the majeſty on high, 
no oblation more acceptable Omg that of a bio- 

ken and contrite, a pure and upright heart, of- 
fered to God in this ſacrame deſires no- 
thing but thy ſelf, and he defires this not fo 
his own, but for thy ſake. He who brings it, 
let him not doubt acceptance; fot God nevet 
regcs.a true penitent, but embraces returning 
prodigals, with the tendergeſs ot 4 father, and 
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for the future. His word, his oath is paſſed. 
And be who cannot lie may ſecurely be de- | 
pended. upon. As live ſaith, the Lord T | 
have no, 7,6 in the death of a finner, but 74 
ö 


ther be ald be converted and live, Exek. xviii. 
And at what time foever the wic led man turneth 
away from his. wickedneſs which he hath com 
ed and goth that which is lawful aud 1 
be oll fave bis ſoul alive; R. epent therefore, and 

turn your ſelves tr om all your tranſgreſſions, ind 
ſo iniquity ſhall not be your ruin. For I will.be 
merciful to your unrighteouſaeſs, and your fins atid 
oe 101 I remember mo more, E vin. N 
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JEbold 5 take eramfle by me. 1 hung 
upon the croſs with a naked body, and 
firetch'd-out. arms, and thus offered myſelf 10 
my father for thy ſin. No part of me remaiu- 
ed which was not given. in , atonement, to ap- 
peaſe the wrath: of thy juſtly incenſed judge. | 
And thou in like manner muſt think it thy qu. 

, freely and wholly t to give up thy ſelf, a clean 
ind holy facrifice, Every: power, every affec- 
*. of thy, foul muſt be for ever ; conſecrated, i” 
F ff | me, 


- 


attain grace and true liberty. 
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me, in the left fierament. What doth 
the Lord Tequire of thee, bot to eonfult thy 
_ own intereſt, and ſave thyfelf, by conveying 
over thyſelf tb me? 'Whatevet elſe thou dedi- 
eateſt to my ſtęvice, is of no value, no conſideta- 
tion with me, for I ſeek not thine, but thee, 
As all the world beſides would fail of pro- 
curing why bee and ſatisfaction if depri- 
ved of me, fo all thy riches and gifts ſet apart 
for my uſe, can never be well-pleafing in my 
fight, unleſs wich them thou giveſt thy own 
felf. My whole petſon was ſacrificed for thy 
redemption, either of my natures fingle had 
been ſufficient te , propitiate for thy fins ; my 
whole body and blood is ſet upon'my table for =: 
thy entertainment, and what can be the mean- Q.., 
ing of all this, but that 1 ſhould be entire 
\ "thine, and thou entirely mine? Bat if thou art 
not ſincere in this oblatton, if it be made with 
any reſerves and exceptions, the offering is not 
perfect, the facrifice is: maimed, defective in its 
arts, and the union which ſhould follow upon 
it, maſt be proportionably* lame and imperteR. 
the firſt things therefore to be taken cate of, is 
the liberal and full refignation of thy perſon. 
this muſt recommend and ſanctify all thy other 
acts of religion, and till thou art releaſed from 
+ the bondage of divided a ffections, thou canſt not 
| _ attain grace and true liberty. Hence it ig, and 
upon no other account, that of ſo many proſe 


thy 
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Fol and ſeemingly ood chriſtians, ſo very few 
fand faſt in the libert 
hath made them free. 


The condition is fixell 


and irreverſible, Tf a man forfake net all that he 


hath, be cannot be my diſtiple, Luke xiv. And 
therefore, if thou defireft to be found in this 
Happy number, enter my coutts with a free- 
will offering, and conſeerate every inclination, 
every faculty af thy foul. Have no love, no 
defires, but ige Submit thy felf wholly to my 
boly will and pleafure, and fludy to ferve me truly 
in holineſs and ri gbreouf 23 Fail e af Foy 


e of thy fe. fro ©. cl 
TT TTY © e 
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7 E very meet, bt, 420 Wanke wo 
I, that I ſhould at EE. times Sar thou requi- 
reſt ; For this, © Lord, is but to give thee of 
own. Heaven and earth are thine, and all 
that therein is. f deſire with fingleneſs of heart 
fo dedicate my ſelf to thee, never to 'retra& the 
gift, but continue thine for ever, Accept me 
therefore entirely devoted to thy ſervice froth, . 
this day forward, a facrifice of praiſe "arid p 


pn king.” Fs i "Hells 24 
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MN A.ca69; wh bon vilonimoagd 3 FO. 
to witneſs, who tho' .invifible.; to human eyes, 
conſtantly affiſt at our ſolemn acts of religious 


worſhip: Humhly beſeeching e, that the 


their very remembrance. 


oblation of thy dear ſon's, ble ſſed body, repre- 


ſented in this ſacrament, may be effectual for 
the ſalvation of me, and of all thy faithful | a, 


ple. 14 (1052 Düse 4:19 
I ofter ta thee, Lord, my manifold. ſins and 
tranſgreſſions, my corrupt inclinations and vici- 
ous habits, which from my youth up untill now, 
have ſogrievouſly provoked thy wrath and juſt 
indignation, to be a whole burnt. ſacrifice, Slay 
them O Lord, before thy altar, and conſume 
them in the fire of thy love, that not any the 
leaſt ſpqt of guilt may remain behind. Purify 
my gonſcienge from their a eh wipe out 
KReſtore to me in thy 
grace, v hich my fins and willful; neglects have 
have ſo often forfeited. Give me the comfort of 
thy belp again, and eſtabliſh me with thy frees thy 
renewing /pirir, Pal. II. and, paying ſealed a 
full Pardon for what is paſt, regeiye; me to. thy 


 fathply embraces, and aflure me of tby affe@ion 


by a kiſs of peacerand reconcilfationn. 
Wbat, ae can I make for my mani- 
fold injurjes and bold af onts to thy righteous 


As, hut that alone of humble confeſßon, pro- 


found ſqrrow, and hearty prayers, for thy accep- 


tance. of e ee moſt heart- 
jy bewail and deteſt all my wiekedneſſes, and 
a e 00 n by 
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by thy grace will never be guilty of the like any 


more. I do, and will to the laſt minute of my 
4 for theſe provocations; and am deſi- 
tous, by my future carriage, to teſtify the truth 
of my repentance,-and make the beſt reparation 
Jam able, for the ſcandal I haye formerly given. 
O Lord, pardon me; forgive me; defer not for 
thy own ſake, O my God ; but let thy meicy be 
glorified in preſcrying the ſoul of thy ſervant, 
whom thou haſt redeemed with thy moſt preci- 
ous blood, Behold i commit my felt wholly to thy 
mercy, . and commend and depoſite my ſpirit in- 
to thy hands. O deal with me according to thy 
great goodueſs, and not after my fins and hein- 
ous offences. R 
To thee I. humbly offer all in me that is good, 
A very poor wortbleſa and imperfect offering, 1 
yith ſhame confeſs it: but worthleſs as it is, 1 
beg thou wilt accept it. Supply my defects, 
anRify and exalt what is debaſed with in firmiiy 
ot impure, mixtures; diidain not my Kincere, 
tho” weak endeavours; enable me daily. to do 
better, and raiſe at laſt this fothtul, unprofita- - - 
ble creature, to ſuch degrees of virtue and fucceſs- 
ul aQiyiny, 27 may, by; de mare di gent uſe 
1 Kr Sra6ry end in 4 weßgg agg glorious erer 
„ c aint did an a 
Lalſo dedigate tp. thee, the prayers and good 
viſhes of all that have interceded for me, or de- 
ired my interceſſions for them': The * 
3 | nad 
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and diſtreſſes for my Glands and relations, and all 


that have done good to me, or others for thy ſake; md: 
imploring, that thou woul&'ſt affiſt them by thy his, 


grace, comfort them in their afflictions, Pioted 
them in all dangers, deliver them from punifh. 
ment and death eternal: and ſo reſcue them from 
evil,that they may magnify thy good providence, 

and with thankful hearts rejoice in thy mercy, 
In a more particular manner,accept, I beſcech 
thee, my moſt Weary prayers, and peace offer. 
ings, for all, who have injured me in word, 
thought or deed, created me any diſturbance by 
ill treatment, flander d or reviled me with ill 
language, or given me any manner of uneaſineſs, 
or angry reſentment. And like wiſe, for all, 
whom I have injured, grieved, or offended, by 
word, thought or deed, knowingly or ignorantly, 
with, or without fefigh w Intreating thy for. 
giveneſs for all that have been done, or 49 65 a= 
miſs on either fide. Take away, thou who lov- 
edſt and diedſt for thy enemies, all rancour and 
malice, all animoſities and revengeful thoughts, 
all paſhonate remembrances and 55 ditions to 
| ſtrife and debate, all that might be nſiſtent 
with! true charity,or tend to the decay of brother- 
ly love. Have mercy, Lord, on all, who fue for 
mercy : ſupply the needs of all that Want: and 
Rant us all tuch meaſures of thy grace, and fo 
erſeverance i in it: that we may grow up to 
a 1 res 8,8 this s mortal ſtate is capable of 17 
IIe Gn ' an 
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aK ind may receive our perfect conſummation and 
| 5 "W vliſs, boch in body and ſoul, in thy eternal and e- 
50 1 beben. Anen 
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is by no means ſufficient, that men do once, 
or very rarely, repair; to this holy ſacrament: 
bot, as their 6 Ab, elde! and neceſſities are frequent, 
ſo ſhould theit care in {ſeeking ſupplies be. The 
paſſions of the ſoul are daily.in commotion, and 
ts diſeaſes, and evil habits get ground by their 
malignant ſpreadin ; quality, . The temptations. 
« the . devil are feldom intermitted : or, if they 
be, tis only out of wicked ſubtilty, that even thoſe 
ntervals of quiet may contribute the more effcc- 
wally to men's ruin. And if this be, as moſt 
afuredly it is, thy caſe, think then, how urgent 
thy wants ate, and. how frequem thy retutus 
ought to- be to this fountain of divine grace. 
That here thou mayeſt drink living water, and 
quench the raging maladies of thy ſoul: that here 
thou may receive balm into ths wounds, and 
pply proper femedies to thy ſeveral indiſpo ith 
ons; that thoa may ſt grow more wiſe and wa- 
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7 by, nn clearly underſtand 
thy awn ſtate, by theſe. examinations, which 
— thee fot my table; 3 and by frequently and 
devoutly attending this holy inſtitution, be 
ſtrengthned againſt, the, aſſaults, of the enemy, 
and upon thy guard againſt his ſubtle infinuations, 
And one of his inſinuations it certainly. 1s, to bin- 
der and draw men off ſrom communicating õften: 
as being very ſenſible how great and happy ad- 
vantages they reap by ſa doing, and, that this 
is the very beſt courſe they can poſſibly take of 
{curing themſelves, and defeating his malicious 
endeavours to debauch and. ruin their Fouls. : 
| For this reaſon men are not to think it 
ſtrange, if ihey find the devil ihen more eſpeci- 
ally buſy, het they ſet themſelves, with. more 
than common earneſtneſs, to the preparation for, 
<of the exerciſe of, the moſt ſolemn and exalted 
acts of religion. | .For this wicked ſpirit, as "the 
hiſtory of Fob. intimates, is always induſtrious i 
to mingle himſelf with the ſons of God, when 
they appear before. their heaveny father. He 
contrives then to give them great diſturbance, to 
damp their joys, and break their holy purpoſes, 
by ſuggeſting many fears and di iftracting their 
minds with unneceffary ſeruples. He terrifies 
them with cating and drinking their own damna- 
tian, and keeps them back by miſtaken notions 
of their . ee and danger. If he can 
| * thus hel 5 for a total W of this fa- 
camei, 


, 
4. 
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:erament ; or contrive, that they ſhall come 
ſull of doubt, and diſlatisfaction, he gains his 
point. But be not ignorant ot his devices; in- 
form thy ſelf rightly of thy duty, and wherein 
unworthinels docs truly confiſt ; that nothing 
bat want of ſincerity and true reverence, can 
ring tes into hazard ;.and then, deſpiſe, hi 
ain attempts to, diſcompoſe and fruſtrate thy 
good intentions. Retort his wicked craft back 
upon” his own head, by being more vigilant, 
more careful, more reſolved ; but by no means 
| omit this duty, nor ſuffer thy {elf to be drawn, 
„ If from that communion, which is the ſove- 
k it Wrcign antidote, and the beſt preſervative, againſt 
ecl- Win and tempta tion. 
nore If be lahours to diſguiſe his devlith arts, under 
£23 LH 74 Wes „ * ens 
the ſpecious colour of caution, and humilſty, 
nd want of more perfect de votion; lay : alice 
y unprofitable and diſquieting anxieties, , and. 
lice for ſuccour and advice to ſome godly paſtor. 
Ler this prudence direct thy doubting ſteps; and 
nipſom thy (cif freely to him,» thas, by. con- 
gg thy ins, apd opening thy caſe to the phy-. 
cat of foul, thou may. tet the elk. 
hoftly counſel, and the comfort af aaiglaizon,.. 
now, that no fin can hurt thes, or tender thee. 
"yn worthy receiver, when once confeſs'd, and. . 
nend repented,of : And that, when ibis is 
one, all thy doubts and petplexities büt hinder, . 
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im plety and true devotion. Let not any ordi- 
naty trouble or affliction deter thee from com- 
ing to thy Lord for relief; but make the gteat- 
et hafte to reconcile thy ſelf to God, and purge 
away thoſe offences, which may have provoked 
and drawn down, the affliction upon thee. Let 
hot any difference between thee and thy bre- 
thren detain thee, for there is A ſhort. and ready 
way, of removing this obſtacle, by forgiving and 
praying for thoſe who have grieved or injured 
thee, and Hy-reconciling thy felf, and asking par- 
don of thoſe,” whom thou Haſt offended. And 
If they fill be ſo perverſe, as not to be reconci- 
led upon a due fubmiſſion, yet confider, their 
obſtinacy and wickedneſs ought not to. be. an 
obſtruction to the performance of thy duty 
thou halt dene thy part, and God will belur 
1 accept thy perſon, though” met 
„ Fenn oe re a lit 
"What benefit can a man poſſibly" propoſe tc 
Kinſetf from the putting off examination and 
 reperitatice, and forbearing to Che to the hol 
commutiign ? Moſt certainly, When ode is dit Mig 
caſed, rhe gterteſt indem is to be reſtored; = 
to | health” 3 a ſoon as pelbbly be 


. can; to expel. the maligakty, and dilcharge 


* 


be eaſier, more ſpeedy, more ſucceltful. For 
every delay adds to the diſtemper, and gather 
boek and more obſtinate matter, If you omit 


. 
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the preſent oppottunity vpon one pretence, a- 
nother and more preyailing may interpoſe, and 
deprive 75 of the next. And thus by degrees 
you. will be wrought upon to excyſe yourſelf 
again and again, and by longer abſtinence be- 
come leſs fit, as well as leſs willing, to return 
to vaur duty. Whatever burthen then you find 
upon your mind, get quit of it betimes; do not 
indulge your floth and backwardneſ a moment, 
for thete never can come any good of prolonging 
your cares and troubles, and making the com- 
mon bindrances of worldly buſineſs, a rea ſon for 
neglecting your great, your. eternal Intereſt: _ 
This is moſt mgnifeſt, and experience will 
prove the truth of it when it is too late; that 
the longer you defer communicating, the les 
you will find your ſelf. diſpoſed to it, and a 
ſtrange careleſsneſs and diſregard for holy” 
exexciſes will inſenſibly creep upon your 
mind, and get à prevailing maſtery, But which 
s a oſt le thing to conſider, many 
boſe and diſſalute, nay, many thoughtleſs ane 
20 Wlakewarm people, indulge themſelves in this 
£:Wcrence,; and induſtriouſly ſeek pretences to 
"Wicker their repentance, and approaches to the 
„Lord's table, meerly to avoid, as they think, the 
> Wgellicy of n Vith their darling luſts, and 
| the keeping that ſtrict guard upon their con- 
<«{ation, without which they muſt be loſt 0 al 
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| How cold, alabs, is thoſe tilens love for we! 
How feeble their evotion, who upon ſuch fri. 


volous pretefices, can diſpence with this ſo ne- 
ceſſary duiy, ſo glorious privilege, of commu. 
nicaring at thy table? How happy, how eafy to 
bimſclt, how acceptable; hoy dear to God, i 
that man, whoſe conduct is fo ſtrictly virtuous, 
whoſe conſcience is ſo void of ſtain and teptoach, 
that he could every day moſt cheartully, moſt 
Hafely, partake of this heayenly feaſt, were the 


opportunities of doing it equal to his diſpoſition, 


and could his zeal e ſcape the cenfure of need- 


leſs oſtentation ? For a man is not preſently. to 


be condemned, who does not feek, or embrace, 


every poſſible occafion of communicating. There 


may be ſome very allowable, and others even 


commendable, reaſons, for abſenting. If out of 


dcep bumility, and aweful reverence, or as a vo- 


1 | as 4 PARF. . : 1811 . 2 > p | 
luntary puniſhment inflicted upon A man's ſelf 


for ſme grieyoys relapſe, Re impoſes this pen- 
ance, or dreads to come: The reipect paid to 
the ordinance, or the holy indignation conceiv- 
ed againſt himſelf, may he þetter_ accepted, and 
more becoming than receivirg it ih ſuch cir- 
cumſtances. But this muſt Fe ſo far ihdulged, 
that long diſpſe ſhould produce indiffetence and 
diiregarg for the ſactament. For If once the 
ſon] degenetate into neglect and ſpiritual ſloth, 
129 . | , 7 
fi poſſible endeavours mult be ſued 16 awaken 
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preſent with che aſfiſtance of hig grace, and ſe- 
cond thy care with ſucgeſs. proportionable to 
thy <ndeavours and diligence,/and the ſincerity 
of thy good intentions. 
. But one thing muſt always be ohſerv'd, that 
when the bindrancęs to communicating are 
real, and impo tant, and neceſſary; not frivo- 
lous aſe edu buff Vught, or readily laid 
hold on, 40 cover impicty and negligence; the 
perſon ſo detain'd 18 preſent in wiſh and inclina- 
tion, though net im actual attendance. And 
then the benefit of the ſacrament, and all the 
ſaving effects of it are as fully imparted to him, 
as his appearance in the congregation, and the 
elements themſelves could have inſured them. 
For *tis/a.great miſtake tg imagine, that, good 
men receive nat the adyantages of Chriſt's body 
and blood, except juſt then, when they receive 
the outward and viſidle figns of them. Every. 
day, every. hour tyrniſhes opportunities of ſpi- 
ritual communion, and a man thus compoſed 
can never be ſurprized, never find any difficulty, 
ta comply with any occaſion of doing it pub 
lickly, For an ignocent lite, and a devout mind, 
are a gonſtagt preparatian, But when the uſu.” 
al ſcaſong rezurg, and eſpecially the folemn_feſ- 
tivals, whereia the great and glorious myſteries . 
of the chriſtian 1chigion ate commemorated ;; 
then juch will think it his duty to join with | 
the. publick aſſemblies, in th ſublimeſt ag” 5 
c 6 „ 


of piety and thankſgiving, he will approach with ad 
a heart full of affection and reverence; and — 
eſteem his homage due, not only himſelf fot ro | 
the comforts and advantages, be may expect oth 
from it, but more eſpecially to me, for the ho- 
nour and tribute of praiſe, by which my name 
and mercies ought to be thus magnified among 
men. And this is a fruit, which can only re- 
dound to me, by open and viſible acts of wor- 
ſhip. Whereas the other of private improv- to 
ment and myſtical communion with Chriſt, is Ne 
attained in ſecret, and conſtantly follows upon 
every religious meditation concerning my in- 
carnation, and ſufferings, or any other of the 
myſterious works, by which the redemption of 
mankind was compleated, and the pious affec- 
tions of chriſtians are cheriſhed and enflamed, 

They, who reſerve themſelves for the feafts of 
the Church only, totally negleRipg other oppor- 
tunities, and take no care to put their ſouls in a 
due pollure for receiving, except only when 
ſuch ſolemnities call them to it, are ſeldom or 
never prepared as they ought to be. He is the 
fate, the happy man, who makes it his fre- 
quent practice, and conſtantly offers up himſelf 
« facrihce to his God. In the act of commu- 
nicating keep rule and order, and let not thy 
haſte or impatience, the length of thy private 
devotions, or any other ſingularity of thy own 
 tarcy, give diſtutbance to the common uſages &, 


* 


* 


* 
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ind ceremonies of the congregation, whereof 

thou att a member. Fot take this along with 
thee, that even in this, part of worſhip, where | 
zeal and devotion are moſt acceptable ingredi- 1 
ents, yet theſe very qualifications, when indul- 
ged out of ſeaſon and meaſure, loſe all their va- | 
Jue ; and are not half fo pleaſing in the fight of | 
God, as unaffected mode 1 and an humble de- 
cent compliance with the eftabliſh'd orders and 
cuſtoms of the church, and the convenience of 1 
others; who ought not to be difturbed, or in- 1 

commoded, for the fantaſtical or peculiar ways 
of any private perſon whatſoever. © 
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Swecteſt, deateſt Jeſus: Who can Fri - 
# preſs the charms, and | extalics, of t at 2 
I. which feaſts with che ät thy table, that 
uble, where no common food is placed, but the 
iin ee Gini odd 4 ib 2 ies #4 „ 4 8 
divine entertainment of thy wn body and 
lood ? An entertainment delicious, above. all 
that man can Expreſs or imagine; "What Gti 
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lat man Cal | at ſatis- 
faction ſhould we take to come into thy taber«. 
nacle, and fall lo on our knees before thy foot- 
och, to open wide our hearts for the delighcs or 


4 0% the Initatiem of, Itsus GuR ers 
thy hou „and with Mary. gien, to waſh 
thy bal Re with fears. 0 1 5 00 Where, 

| alaſs, i is this deyotion.to be found? e are 

. thoſe eyes overflow ing wi th pious. forrow?. Or, 

"6 that ſorrow be ſwallowed 8 yet qught. 
we not even thus 10 a PProac thee with, dry 
eye, but tears of Joy. ſhould wickle down a- 
Pace, when we confi er. our mighty. rivilege, 

and che happinels , Bog . to thy 

bleſſed pr Os de Partakers of. the bliſs 

| of a aha | Fox, as 125 really behold by face. 

| in glory, 775 am I ſure to ſce, and t to receive thee. 

in che myſtick elements, tho! covered there: un- 

der a different form, anc ' ſhrouded i in a veil of 
bread and wine. - 

I adore thy Hodubſt, which thus conde. 

ſcends to the infic mities of human nature, and 

in abundant compaſlion-is p 3 under theſe 


ſenſible repteſentaions, co vide that glorious 
majeſty, whole native Be 00 piercing and 


bright for me, or any created being, to behold 
in ok full he, Bart tho” m 1 thee not 


ego moſt 

| hl: =Þ 
that 19 1 on 15 e ange ls, proftrate | 
themſelves before, in heaven, Ido it f rough 
aplaſs,'and I, gaze With the eyes of "faith, they. 
are permitied to do it face to face, and to "now 
even at they are Enoton. I. Cor. Kü. And tho 
this = Kb dark and Gi, vet it is * as 1 


"ought 


AT 
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ought to be ebntend with, ſince” mortality ad- 
eie, nits e better, nor can I attain any 
e higher per fectſon; till the day of everlaſting 
Or, dawn, and the thick ſhadows of figures are ſcat- 
Sht Fred by. its brightneſs, ' When that which is 
dry Perfect ſhall come, then will all uſe. for ſacra- 
nents be ſuperſeded, and for ever ceaſe. For 
theſe are remedies and expedients, accommo- 
dated to a ſtate of frailty and imperfection, 
ſuch as the bleſſed above have no occaſion for. 
0 They ate in end ſeſs beams of thy glorious pre- 
Foce. They ſee thee as thou art, änd are 
rans formed to the excellencies they ſee, 1 
ohn lil. They taſte the word made fleſh; not 
n che ſymbols of his buman nature, but in the 
ative charms of his divine eſſence, as he was 
e werd of God from all eternity, and thall., 
ontiaue ſo to be for ever. 

When theſbideusifo fall of Wonder, employ. 
te, I Aera feel a genetous diſdain 
e cotnforts but am ptovobed to diſ- 
teeth even thoſe ſpiritual and better conſala- 
Pons, whieh'thy grace at preſent diffuſes thro ! 
y foul. Andi ell befides ſeem: poòr and deſ. 
ieh cable, fo long'a Lam debarred the ſight of 
y ve and . my Lord. Thou knoweſt the 
= Wcrets'6f my heart, and wilt bear teſtimony io 
ic fincerĩty of choſe protefiions I I make ; when... 
dre; that nothing lefs/than God, whom 1 
oft earneſtly: long forever; to.contemplate, can 
Wake H h h 3 fatty 


22 
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ſatisſy and fill the impatient defires of my en- light 
larged ſoul. But this 1 know, is a blefling, 
not to be obtajned by mortal man, and there- 
fore J will with patience. wait the time appoint- 
ed for it. Thus did thy ſaints of old, who 
now partake of the joys and kingdom of their 
Lord. Tbeit faith was vigorous, and 
their perſeverance vnſhaken, their 2. 
ivgs eager, but their patience eroplary 
humble; till that coming of their Lord, Men 
they thought long, at laſt releafed, and exalted 
them. My hope, my faith. are now the fame, 
which theirs were then, and I truſt my joy and 
_ crown, fhall by thy grace add mercy, be one 
day the fame too. Till thy day come, I will 
tiead in their ſteps and dopo my ſelf by the 
contemplation of their illuſtrious examples. 
Thy holy ſcriptures flall be my comfort: In 
them, as in a glaſs, I will view and adorn my 
fool: And above all, thy bleſſed body and 
blood ſhall be my ſpiritual ſuſtenence. Hlete 
will T ſerk for Rrenmb againſt in firmities, here f 
apply balm to my wounds, and phy fick to my 
diſeaſes, and hither fly fer refuge, in all wy 
fears, and dangers, and temptations. || 
Two things n neceſſary to the pre. 
ſervation of life, without Whieh no miſery 
could be ſo ii le, as that of living here. 
The diſmal confinement' of this priſon of fleſh 
2 51 * the * of food and 
light 


—— — 2 


. 
* 
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87. 
„en- light. Thy mercy hath not left us deſtitute 
bog, of theſe proviſions; but kindly given thy holy 


W refrefhment and ſuſtenence, and 
thy holy werd a lantern unto my feet, and 4 
light unto my paths, Pſal. cxix, To theſe I 
owe, not my comfort only, but even my life it 
felt. For the word of God is the light 
of the ſoul, and the ſacrament of his death 
is the bread of life. Theſe are the two tables 
of the chriſtian, reſembling thoſe of the jewiſh 
church heretofore ; where the divine treaſures 
are exhibited and preſerved. The one, like 
that of the (hew-brezd, furnifhed moſt richly 
with the ſymbols of thy precious body, Hcb. ix. 
The other, like the repoſitory of the law, con- 
taining holy doctrines preſcribing true and fa- 
ving ſaith, and leading us within the veil to the 
moſt holy place, _ 
All honour, and praiſe, and PATEL IE: te 
to the bleſſed Jeſus, light of eternal uncreated 
light, for the table of this heavenly doctrine, 
ſpread and adorned by the miniſtry. of his in ſpi- 
red ſervanta, the prophets -apoſtles, and other 
holy writers, taught by bunfelf, that they 
might teach us. All glory and thanks be to 


the great creator and mercitul redee mer of 
mankind, for his extenſire tender love, in pre- 
paring a plentious feaſt for all the world. Not 
like chat Paſchal lamb of old, a type and ſha- 
d de only. by: the very ſubſtance of that ſha- 
5 | dow, 


Fo | 
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dw, the acompliſhment of that type; even v 
Cr ig our paſſover ſacrificed for us, and offeted Iſ| vite 
to us. This bread ſuſtains, this cup cheats and 
rejoices the hearts of the faithful, It Glls them 
with the overflowing delights of paradiſe,” is 4 
pledgeand foretaſte of heaven, and allowing 
for the difference of condition, admits us into 
partnerſhip with angels themſelves, The Joy 
of both is the ſame, tho? both cannot receive it 
in equal proportionss. 

How high and honourable is that funGien, 
to which God hath permitted, nay enjoined, to 
miniſter in theſe holy thinge, to handle and de- 
Jiver this blefſed bread, and give each ſervant 
his portion of life by and with it, 10 implote 
with wonderful efficacy the divine bleſſing, and 
exalt natuial and common things, to purpoſes 
ard effects infinitely exceeding. all the powers 
of nature? How clean fhogld thoſe hands, how 
pure thoſe lips, how chaſte and hely that body 
be, which fo free uently, ſo familaily converſe 
with, and are united to, the author and perfec- 
tion of al purity ? Sore” nothing of cortupt 
communication, nothing indecent, nothing idle 
dor trifling, nothing but what may tend 1o-edi- 
fying, ovght to come out of that mouth, Which 
10 often bleſſes and con ſecrates, and takes into tior 
it. the ſactament of his dying redeemes, - How leaf 
thould thoſe cyes be tut ned away from vanity, MW -of 1 
MP e Axecd Wb; heavenly x plyects, M tele 
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your God am holy, Levit. xix. 
ſanctity and exemplary lives 55 prieſts under 
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which ſee their Lord's myſtical body, and in- 
vite his peculiar preſence, ſo 3 brouglit 
upon the altar, by virtue of their being lifted 
up to the throne of grace, in edis ang 
Pagen of his own inſtituting ?: 

To men af this proſeſſion under the law, no 
doubt that precept was in a more peculiar 
manner intended, Be qe boly, for 1 the Lord 
But fure the 


the goſpe] ought to be as much more, excellent 
rofl thoſe of the ſons of Aaron, as our mini- 
ſtration exeecds thejrs_ in glory. And there- 
tore, grant thy grace, O blcfſed God, to all 
who ate admitted to this holy cffice ; And thou 
who, alone workeſt great nie exert, thy 
almighty power, in enabling eyery ſuch perſon 
to ſerye at thine altar, with clean hands, and a 
pure heart, with a becoming zeal, aud moving 


devotion; ſuch as may not only ſuit their own 
character, but be a pattern and powerful i incite- 


ment to the piety ot othets. And if we can- 
not, as indeed we are {till but men, and in ma- 


ny chiogs offend all, if we cannot ſtand before 
thee. in 8 unblemiſhed in aocence, or come 
not up to all thaſe eminent degrees of pertec- 


tion, which we might and Gughe : :,xet let ar 


leaſt our deep and godly ſorrow, by the efficacy 
bf thy metits, expiate our. offences, and our 
Folplugions oi entite reformati ion, and more con- 


4 icyous 


A and Mende for the time to 
come, our unfeigned humility and charity un. 
confined, and labours indefatigable, make ſuch 
reparation, as thou wilt Reste to except, for 
the miſcarriages ovcafion'd by the fraud and 
malice of the devil, * 5 our own nn will 


gen . 
'C H A P. XII. 


of proporatio to the communion 
CHRIST. 


Love batinefs, and 1 give whit 1 be. A 
pure heart is the g I delight in, and this 

is the place of my reſt, Furniſh me thy lar- 
geſt room, and I will come and eat the paſſover 
at thy houſe with my diſciples, Lyke xxij. Purge 
out the old leaven, and adorn with piety every 
eorner of thy heart, ſweep it clean from the 
world, and all its corrupt affe@ions, ' if thou 
deſiteſt that I ſhould come and make my a- 
bode with thee. Sit as a ſparrow - alone upon 
the houſe-top, and mourn in thy cloſet for | all 
the tranſgreſſions herein thou haſt exceeded fo 
will 1 be with thee, and comfort thee, in the 
bitterneſs of thy foul. Thy careful preparation 
will be the natural confequrnce of thy finceri- 
wy hs e for me. For every lover Ry 
s | yaaeh 
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to Kae his beſt apartment to entertain his friend; 
un. ¶ and beſt beloved; and by his diligence to re- 
ach I ceive ſo deſiced a gueſt, expreſſes the truth as 
for ¶ well as the greatneſs of his affeRion. 
and But know withal, when thou haſt done thy 
will utmoſt, that even whole years, beſtowed in pte- 
paration, cannot effect what in ſtrict juſtice is 
due to me. That thou art admitted to my 
table, and received kindly there, is owing, after 
all, not to thy. own deſert, but to my grace and 
mercy, which accepts thy weak endeavours, 
and paſſes by thy ſin and * If beg-, 
gars wich their nakedneſs and ſores, have leave 
to fir and feaſt with princes; then their duty 
is, with humility; and thankfulneſs, to acknow- 
ledge the uncommon, favour; Do then thy 
part, and: do it in the; beſt manner thou canſt; 
do it it diligently. and heartily; come not for 
faſhion's ſake, hut come with reverence and 
godly fear, and ſetvent zeal. When thy Savi- 
our condeſcends to come 10 thee, . refuſe him 
not; nor tuin thy back and abſent from his ta- 
bla. I have invited, I have commanded thee 
o coe; let not thy infirmities diſcourage 
thee, for they are all perfectly known to me, 
ind 1 will conſider and allow.. for them, and 
what is wanting in ane ſhall be o_— po 
grace. _- 
When thou feeleſt thy hanrt burn; wh Jave. Wo 
cif PSs! return 7 thanks to God.'far Ii 
kindling 


— — * * — £ 
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Eindling theſe holy frei. I did it, nöt becauſe 
thou art worthy' off ſuch grace, but becauſe J 
had compaſſion q thy "weakneſs" and thy 
wants. When thou Födeſt thy ſelf cold and 
inſenſible in teligiouis duties, double thy dili- 
gence and thy prayers, lament thy deadbeſs, and 
eontinue knocking, Matth, vii. and xv. Fot 
if thou perſevere, and wilt take no denial;thou 
ſhalt not ask in vain, but be fed; at leaſt with 
the crumbs that fall from thy -maſter's table. 
Thou ſtandeſt 1 in need of me; but have. none 
of thee. It is fer thy beneft, not my own," 

that! vouchſafe to meet thee: at this ſacrz- 
ment. Thou comeſt hither to be filled; and 
ſtreng ved, and ſanctified, to return better 
thei ho cameſt, to Teteive increaſe of grace, 
to be one with me, and dwell in meß and thoſe 
who come -fincerely diſpoſed to receive the; and 
amend their life, T will in no wiſe ſend empty 
away. Do not then neglect thoſe graciousdp- : 

portuniues, do not. abſent; or come careleſly 
but make me room in thy heart, aud det it be 

a clean and fit reception for ſo pure a gueſſ, and 
he whom thou loveſt, will go heme with thee 

to thy houſe and adide there. Fe N | 

Bat then obſerve, that chere the ume be- | 

cefſity- of care and watch afterthis' ſacrament, 0 
as of prayer and preparation before! it. For a 

conſtant vittuous life, and ſtrict guard ober a 


man elf are beſt and moſt ect pepe 
Welty 4 | 7 tio 
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tion to every ſacratnent,znd the ſyreſt means 
7 — mote and greater of grace. 


— gd him yo pg a en e an 


alfecklon the tak and the pleaſures of it, 
undoes what he has taken pains to do before; 


cas the goad effects of his moſt ſelema 
mo 
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„W achte hunter with Crip: 


N 7 
gf 915 E. 
* 9 7 Fe c 240 v7 2009 
"Hear 45 racious FEE my geareſt Lord, 
"and readily and ardeiftly believe the iner 
pieflible happinels of ther, 'wheoſe” ſoak" thy 
heavenly p preſence fills, But how, O how thak 
I attain, that Bliſs? "How hall F Tek: and find 
my God alone ?' How ſhall I open my heurt to 
eterta m three, ſp ag to exclude alf other: eſts 
from intruditig r O, that tis thati, n creature, 
might from heneefor Kia place in my üffec- 
tions and defites, fo at to in my conver- 
ſation with thee : When tha 1 break looſe 
from company hd care, and en y and talk 
with the: alone, in langunge free AY 26 
thit of deareſt friends, and ſoft 2 
ſweet and moving. a5 the unteferved retirements 
and endearing whiſpers of the moſt paſſionai 
lovers? This is my earneſt wiſh, this my con- 
ſtant prayer, that my heart may be knit entire- 
ly to thee, and weaned from every earthly and 
ſenſual _ ght; eo broom, induced to taſte oe 
ealy.andeternal joys, frequent returns 
7 1 holy 1 1 ain my Godfſw: 
ſhall be wholly thine, regardleſs of my ſelf, em 
* y "quits in a —— luble 
union 
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anon with Chriſt? +7 hou; Lend in mt; au L 
#bee, 22. — thus may we continue 


A&9 1059 10 Vids Mt 

e vekiſhpatt-cley beloved, my y«thoſen, the 
ghicfeſt among ten 8 the Land of my 
boſom, with « [deſire : to dwell all the 
days of my life. / ''Thou art my peace, and 
only comfort, without thee I and nothing but 
labaur end ſorrow, vexation and torment, and 
miſery in ſupportable. Thou art a God of in- 
finite wildem, not dealing thy blefſings pro- 
miſcuouſly, but with and juſt ditinRtion, 
ſatisfying the humble and meck-with the plea- 
Pas thy word; while tho t thy 

eduncil from the wirked, and leayeſt chem te 
dan and how, in the anguiſh end. horror of 

ty ſouls: O he great is thy bounty, 


' asf gry ſeryants wich the delicious bread, which 

came down from heaven, that thy faithful may 
eat thereof and not die. Fobn vi. Surely there is . 
no nation under heaven, which hathGod fo near 
td chem, as the Lord out God i is unto us, in all 
that we ball upon him for, Deut. iv. For be 
bealeth\the broken in beart, be bath reſbect unto 
tbe lowly s he Hjteth. the. fimple: out the. duſt, .\ * 
an raiſeth the needy from'the dungil, {0 ſet. them... . 

ab Prences, Pſalm cxlvi, exlil, te abe nn 

WF! 
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hem with angels; . to LOO 
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how Tweetthy mercy, who refreſheſt thy hun- 
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| fell der the fith ing thale hi and when 
erp een rage war 


_ God takes up F teſidenet, and, ſuſtains the 


is yet a farther inſtance of thyi. oodnefs, that. 
thou ex pecteſt he other teſtimo of 


Fb then Rall my foul be glad; and all chat 14 


a 5 reply, difdain not Lor i this mean and bum. 


26a the intimacy and jrjendfbrft thus contre : 
5 may. (EY firm and CN that nacli 
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they are thieſty; be 
What ann of Men can baer 2%] 
worthy to be named withytheſe: of the anten 1 

church # What creature id therg ATT 
whoſe excellence and 'bappineſs' js r 220 
to that of che pichs an devour! foul, herb 


heart that entertaias him with bis own glorious 
body ? 0 rae unſpeakahle, — gr 
1 adpral le, O leve pnmeaſorable;-- Lord I 
what is wan, Shirthon hould\this vißt him | 
Ot what ean be fender unts his God fr theſe 
ineftiniable benefits} Alaſe, ] have zo be 
to make, but a-pogr worthlefs/beart, And this 


my , 488 my fincere affection- Thus 
REM madę out duty our happineſs; 


hi 


within' me exalt with / Joy, When my heart 6 
fectly united to my Ged. Then 1 

if thou wilr be mine, I will le and d 

a+ thee fer epen: And | with joy and humi- 


N $ moſt willingly, maſt thankfully 
Zo I am thine entively from 
5 Home, 45 "above albibings wiſh — 5 


cle. 


freeir 
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may 
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fur them "that fear 5 
When — aich what ardent pie dt Wah, 
whataffc@ionite devotion,” with what | 
* zeal, thy ſaints approach this bearealy: 
; ſbame and contulign overwhelm me, 
— my own, bat lukewarm at he 
eſt; and two ofieri n perfectly ſtüpid and frozen” 
3 indifference and coldygefs I. 1 
myſteries, and how  litzle affec- 
en e Bow unp profltable under” > 
he gracious diſpenfatian; I ie map What a2 
eproach is N, that my heart ſhould not be to. 
ally inflamed with the exceſs of thy love, that 
ſhould have no ſenſe no Perch c ef 4 
d reateſt happineſs, ne hungrings and thirſtings 
fer it F But, not withſta the movin of A 
» Ympleg of many Exes nt perſons; Fol d 
lill continue void of all pathetical impre | 
wes o * ak ke wok | "pow 
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whoſe zcal overflow'd in tears ot joy, whoſe 
Hearts as wrell as mouths drink thankfully at 
this fountain of life, whoſe appetites were 
ſo ſtrong as never to be ſatisfied, till they 
had filled themſelves with thy bleſſed body, 
and fed liberally, and with a ſott of holy luxu- 
ry "indulged at the celeſtial banquet. 
A faith ſo unſhaken, fo exalted, plainly con- 
feſs d they felt thy gracious preſence, and that 
their Lord was known to them, as heretofore 
d the diſciples at Eumaus, in breaking, of bread, 
Lake xi. Tbe bürging of their hearts with- 
1 them was an irręfragable teſtimony of it. 


a \ 4 


t how far ſhort, alaſs, do.I come unto their 


real and devotion? Look merciful Lord, upon 
my infirmitics. And if an equal portion of 


thy grace be too great a fa vour for thy poor un- 
worthy ſervant, yet grant me ſuch a degree, 
ſuch a ſenſe of thy goodneſs and wonderful 
love, that may as ſincerely, cho not ſo ſtrong- 
J, affected with it, If raptures and extaſies 
of delight may not be my portion, yet deny 
me not improvement. But let my faith be 
ſtrengthened, my hope confirmed, my love ſo 
illßminated | with this 11 ſacrament, that aftet 
having once taſted, this heavenly manna, I may 
| never moredefice the ggions and gariich F. 
res enn 
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heſe I know'thy mercy and thy power, to which 
y at nothing is injpoſſible, nothing hard. I know 
were thou can't, and T hope in thy g time thou 
they I wilt, viſit with more abundant mea ſures of thy 
ody, grace, and fulfil all my petitions. This con- 
1X4» ſdence I cheriſh, becauſe my very defires are 
om thee. © And it is ſome comfort to me, 
that tho 1 am ſenfible” ef my weakneſs and 
my wants, yet I long and pant after ſupplies 
- mend that I am not content with 
miſery ; but labour and pray , againſt my 
bel and would gladly be better. And thus 
I will continue to 905 till thou remove and 
vanquiſn my frailties, inſpire à bright and ar- 
dent zeal, apd make me a happy partaker, firſt 
of the virtugits diſpoſition of thy devouter ſaints, 
agd 1 50 their We. and Hd 85 . 
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YINCE thy withes are 6 Fe 
N defires of grace ſincere, I will in- 
ow theu ſhalt obtain it Know, - 
ood — ths” . blefling is ſuſpended upon certain. 
+ | {copdiriong. '* It 'muſt be fought inſtantly,” asktd. 
06 e walten for N received ly, 
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| ae "when thou receive 


withdrawn, charge not 
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ed, or prevented, the. mighty _ 18 wed 
2 exquiſite for meer nature to 

ore holy raptutes, and exalted virtue, are 
= made the flow god of. long bag, 2 
jonce,.. But when thy, defires 
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jayedſt is ſenſibl 
X fooliſhly, but I 


s the accalion, of this:unheppis-. 
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7 this abſtruction, ad chen the defire of 
A heart (hall Be bib. 1 
When once corrupt Al lebe 1. kibilued,; in 
the foul entirely ſubmitted and refign'd to God, is 
peace and ſatis faction will flow in abundantly | 
upon thy mind. Fot tiothing can be grievous: 
or-unpalatable, to one, Who hath renounced all 
inteteſts of his own; and hath no inclinations or 
deſires left, but only that he may be made an 
inſtrument of God's s glory, and have all the 
counſel of the divine will, which i is always beſt, 
folfilled in and upon Him, Thie man, fo di- 
votced from private' teſpe&s and all created 
confort, is ia a proper condition for tevelving 
grace, and taſt ing the ſpiritual delights of con- 
templacion and devotion. The, vefſel muſt be 
empty, before grace can red in; and 
when. it is perfectly fo, God delights to fill it up 
tothe bill." The more 2 man is dead to the Te 
world and himſelf, the more heavenly- minded, 
the more mortify'd and humble, the ſwifter are 
the motions of heavenly grace to warde him, the 
more liberal ace its diſtributions, the more f fen- 
ſchle atid delighrfäl, ind wondeffyl, 1 F 
forte and "Feds upon hir heart. . A 
Then thall'hoſee'the beg res of the 1 
85 Lord; z "then 1 feel his ſcul eqn hq ”_ | 
v7 powers e nlarged; even ſtand''s thed 
be. | the 2 Le, thus ſhall the man —4 
nd dene e fetreth, amd ſecketh abe Lo Wit 1 
Ve Woa- i 2; mo * E 
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J-E 4 R,;me, O ſweeteſt and moſt benefi- 
| cent Jeſus, whom Io. approach with 
illuminated deſires. of receiving thee into my 
ſoul. But how can I epect, that thou. wilt 
not deſpiſe a placg ſo ugt q en 


7 — 

4; O on 414 Tx 4 
$ . Fu od . 
i ii ED 


ast t96otertain thy pure 
thyr glorous Meſty? a 
my we: 


reakneſſes and my wants; how great my  # 
ſufkerings, and bow heinens my fins ; how 1 | + 
* 8 


_— 


232 „ 15 u . 4 * 


25 oppreficd. and affligd ted and over- 
er d; * 4 ot” with © ih and ſtained 

oh Nog Tater 1 ©] y "tor ſuccour a- 
Aae inbrmmities, phyfick at gainſt my 
leaſes, Apport under my e "and 
ee I cannot diffemble y conditio 1 
por ne 1 0 it. eh addrefling to one who 


knows all thin 88, 1 whom | my very "inwatd 
parts are naked 453 open; to him, to him who 
alone can give ęffectual relief "to my ſorrows, 
of ſupply my pungent neceflitics.” * Thy wiſ- 
40 en what ſuccours are moſt ſeaſonable 
5 roper for circumſtabcs, and how ve 
Jade 55 Joy my ſtock of virtue is. ö 
I ſtand before thee, a eſs. crea- 
2 rt and Poor, 4 nd blind, and naked, 
+ weak, Rev. iii. ſapplicating thy grace, or 
at kaſt ſome fragments of it, to this hungry | 
Ving beggar. O let me not periſh, but te- 
vive... this finkipg. wretch, with lame crumbg'of = 
an ſuſtenance. Nee me not be deſtroyed 
with gold, but warm me with thy love, — me 
not. f fall into. the pit, but enlighten my blind 
85 With the ſplendor of thy gracious preſenee. 
| Lr me a 100 :d diſtaſte of worldly pleaſuxes, 
and make all here below inſipid and bitter 10 
me. Reconcile me to croſſes and afflictions, . 
by. fubmitfion and unwearicd patience, and lef- 
ſen every. thing in this world, whether 'enjoy= | 
. or 1 LAs by. W me fo —_ 4 


a. 2 27 2. 
"oy 1 
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forget it. Raiſe my ſtupid heart up 
and ſettle my affections. there, that they may 
no longer wildly rave after the ttifling objects of 
fleſh and ſenſe. Let me henceforth taſte de- 
light in nothing but thee, nor 4 my money 
rund labour for NY which is not bread, for thou 
alone art meat indeed, 77 drink Indeed, my love 
and joy, my delight and exceeding great reward, 
my perfect and ſole good. 
O that, now I am app proachin the throne of 
| grace, thou would'ſt command i 
rit-tq deſcend from heaven into 27 fool: 
that my ſins and corrupt gegen wight he 
the burnt · offering conſumed by, it, that it migh 
flame and burn, and melt me down, 
way all my droſs, and by the efficacy 0 
7 heat, refine, and change, and 7 
me with thy ſelf, Let me not I beſeech thee, 
be ſeut empty away: Let me not return hun- 
gry and che from ſo ſplended an entertain- 
ment, hut work in me mightily, and deal 
bountifully with thy ſeryant, as t ou uſeſt to 
do unto thoſe that love and fear thy . name. I 
hape to ſind a wondrous alteration, and can- 


not think it ſtrange, it I feel my, benummed 
heart all ſublimaied, when I come to that fire, 


whichever. burns without conſuming,or if] find 
an entire ſeparation gf all my worldly and groſs 


| : affections, when beated thoroughly with that 


. love, whoſe excellence it wy to parity” the 2 
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by the activity, and to enlighten blind aner- 
* by the brightneſs of its Gone; ? | 


A. N 0 H A p. xvn. 8 * 754 [| 
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00 k e [9] Lord, with. 3 4 

kind acceptanoe upon thy poor unworthy, 
but 1 rvant, now proſtrating himſelf be- 
fore thine altar, with a moſt devour zeal, and 
all the paſſionate and tender reſentment; of | 
which my heart is capable; wiſhing ſtill, that. 
theſe good aſtections were greater and more 4 
worthy of thee, and that I might meet and 
embrace my Lord, with all that addon: ot 
holinefs and atdent joy, by which thy beſt and 
deareſt faints recommended their prayers and 
praiſes, and fo eminently ſignilized themſelves, 
in the celebration of this blefled tacrament.. 0 
God, my love Ra life, my only and eternal 
happineſs were but my power proportioned to 
Iny will, none of thoſe excellent pattetns ever 
xpreſs'd more awful reverence, more ardent de- 
otien, more carneſt love, more humble grati- 
ude than F at this time am bo and deed 5 


. wiſh, to "EW: 
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---Iknow, O Lord, how tar Jam ſcom being 
worthy to receive at thy hand ſuch peaciful cf 
fuſions ef grace, ſuch diſtinguiſhing mar 
thy kindneſs, ag enabled] them to; be fo 3 
and exemplary in all PRE addreſſes to thee, 
But yet my heart, and N. its affections, ſuch as 
they are, I dedicate to thy ſervice. The utmoſt 
a devout mind can copceive or defire, I offer in 
thy preſence, with all poſlible reſpect, with fin- 
cerity as unfeigneg, as if my cal 1 « much 
mere bright and in flamed. ts it without 
the leaſt.referve;, all I have and am; 5 entirely 
thine, moſt freely oonſecrated to thy vie, my 
God and Lord, my almighty creat as 2 pt 
merciful redeemer. Take 5255 a full po 

of age, upon ſo Manz accounts 1885 i. Eat 
and dwell, and #eign; 4h me, abſol Wy: + <7 5 
tver. Behold open my arms 1 
drace my Lord and ſpcuſe. lice. 5 * 
time to receive;thee into my heart, with the 
ſame reverence and humility, the ſame reſpect 
ful gratitude and love, the fame, faith and hope, 
and zeligious defire, with which the; holy mo- His, 
ther received thee in ber virgin. Vene 9 0 
(he rcturuhed that pious anfwer to the angel, 
who brought the glad tidings of thy 2m. 10U8 


WCeruation,; Babald the handmaid. fard 
he id uruv. me accorging, to thy aue duke 

And as thy ter vam Jobn Bapliſſi, that great- 
elt ameng them chat ate born oi eder thy 
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Helper Kent to Ire th "way" before thee, 
felt the deere [tre 1 the divine pre- 
ſence, and conf cls d it, * g in his mo- 
ther's worn > for jo 1 lie, i 
nothing 18 to him f did afterwards declare him 
ſelf the brrge Feom's Friend wheſe joy 045 full in 
bearing th the bridegroom! g Voice, Jan ii. ſo do 1 
deſite to, offer, my ſelf, without any acception or 
regard to Wie: intereſt, and to rejoice and Jiye 
in ther hee alone fo r ever. May all the zeal and 
raprures, the extaſies 400 heavenly viſions of the 
lnts may all their | virtues” and their 2975 
efy creature in heaven and earth, 
1 7 I. have ever. prayed for, x and all ate” 
for, me nie, Cor ate to thy glory, 75 55 
name be, 7000 nd eyer,. "Magniied 
each of them, 


| mayeſt thot be wordily vieſſed by them.” This 

Wis, ſhalt be, my 40 ee pra yet. 
W content my Tf 5 ee Ind en 

"my Ds 30 5 and in by 99 rſon, 


ſed fpirits 955 all thy A people, vpok 


— concert and perfect harmony, to 
Gi thy praiſc and N in all times and 


ey Coma 
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8 and 
| Accept, 0 9 714, niy heart erent 100 de- | 


bres of praiſe and bank giving, as infioite "as, | 
thy majeſty, for they are. 155 ,of right, and 
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wirb a moſt fervent faith, and univerſal. charity, 


heavenly feaſt, full of grace and 


to the like cohferte, mg f dt the e wonder- 
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Come in, all ye nations and 
kindreds, and ee of the war! 
out parts in ſinging forth the Wet, 145 ſoving, 
os holy name of Jeſus, .. Raiſe Your, devotions, 
as bigh «s human na natare can go, for in this 
you can never 15 And 78 devour diſci- 
d ma! er, as oft as you receive 

this holy ſacrament, ſee that you Teverently .a- 
dore this myſtery of love, And then be, ſire 


ies, al 
and b 


to beſeech this gracious ſaviour, that the effect. 
of his death may | by as generil as the s debgn of 
It, that he who died for all may be glorified 
in the ſalyation of all. And may thoſe ſuppli- 
cations be ſucceſeful in obtaining . mercy, for 
yourſelves, for. every. kinner, and for me A the 
chief of finners in particular. earns, = NS, 

And, when you, return. from. [this precious 
joy, remem- 
ber then to bet back With tender, compaſſion 
u p. your weaker: brethren,” and wi q 
2 contrite and. afflidted fou ſoul 95 1 nl 


ful efficacy, 57 Pi bud 7 8 5 and let 
not me, the lea At, yo ery. 'of you 
brethren, dee moſt of wa 


denied a part i Nur cri ipterceſſi e N Ons. l H 
O! ig HOMIE (1. 339 ms fr oy 129905, p. * 
Bun e 14411 e mn N. 912 Dane e A 
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25 8 chou would f. 8 Ro Huth Ted 
rapt, and thy Fas ah from diſtraQtion, 
ntent. thy ſolf with, reverencing, and admiring 
Ka & holy myſteries; and dg not indulge a bu 
cyriofiry; in bold and unprofitable enquiries con- 
ming therm. For this is the way: to damig 4 

Zeal, and to Rerplex thy. mind with i _. 
lf doubts. e wa 
175 aconc eal 4. e Prov,” KIN. 5 | 
apereininent., 1 5 and power pr Wo, 2 | | 
Ale Vegetation, by ede more than, | 1 
man i able. ta, compræhend., Ido not mean by. 1 
this to exact a. blind. abedience, but expect; and. 1 
e- commend, the uſe, of reaſon in the ſearch-of div 1 
tted vine truth, W :9vided, Always, that. i it be rempe- . 1 
Jer- red with ſobricty. and, modeſty, with, : raQtable-. 
"of and, e what; I my felf have | 
ROY ard, 1 jr. mu Gn bath” [i 
nithfully de E lyecedi ia. ber dofriphs and dexpo- Ii 
tions upon it. 45 | 

APPX: isthat * and verty * 45 
E induſtriouſſy decl po the rugged _ 
Pan 5 of, N and captious, dis-, 


5 I . puies ; 


wi 
Ei 
cures, 
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putes; and walks in the plain ſmooth way of 
doty, and practical religien ; which ſtudies 
God's commands, and labours to underftand 
things of a fize with its capacity, withent 
troubling it ſelf about his. decrees and diſpenſa- 
tions. Too many inſtances there are of daring 
men, who, by preſuming to ſound the deep 
things of religion, have cavilled and argued 
themſelves out of all religion. Thefe men 
mi ſtake their buſineſs, For the thing required 
of a chriſtian, is not penetration, and ſubtilty of 
wit, critical diſtinction, or ſublime notions, but 
victorious faith, and an honeſt holy life; ſobric- 
5 and temperance, and chaſtity, juſtice and 
charity, piety and devotion, How oft is reaſon 

uzzled, even in matters relating to creatures 
inferior to thy ſelf ? And will not this reflec- 
tion controul, and cure, an Qation ſa ex. 
travagant and abſurd, as that of being able to 
'give a'clear account of things above thee, nay, 
_ of perfectly underſtanding thy great, thy infi- 
nite creator himſelf? Submit thy reaſon to re- 
velation, and let humility, and reverence to God, 
recommend thy faith, and then tho' thou canſt 
not attain all knowledge, yet thou fhall be ſure 
not to want any, that is neceſſary or profitable 
Many men are much diffatisfied in their 
minds, with doubts concerning the true nature 
of faith, and difficulties which ariſe concerning 


the enemy will 


7 
. # \ 
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my preſence in the ſacrament, , Theſe doubts 
ate not always finful, nor. always from theme 
ſelves, but trequently owing te the temptations. 
of the devil, and induſtriouſly inſtilled by him, 
with wicked artifice, and malicious deſign. Be ; 
not therefore too anxions upon theſe occaſions, 
Trouble not thy ſelf to argue nicely, nor em- 
ploy thy thoughts upon the matter, nor bold 
thy ſelf concerned to be able to anſwer every 
objection, which he puts into thy head : 1 
keep cloſe to ſcripture, and do thy duty; and 

1 retreat, T he finds thee 
* bk: attempts. Think not theſe inward . 
diſtraQions a fign that thou art forſaken of God. 
They ate rather the contrary, and a mark of 
grace. God ſuffers them to exerciſe thy patience, - 
to try thy conſtancy, and to promote thy ſpiri- 
tual advantage. Wert thou a reprobate, thou 
would' ſt not thus be aſſaulted, for ſuch ' the de- 
vil is ſute of already. and "temptations are 


- thrown away upon them. They are the faith- 


ful, the fincere, the devout chriſtians whom he 
diſturbs and torments, for, in ſo doing, he 

5055. to enlarge his dominion, and to n 

thoſe who were. not his beforce. val 
Proceed then i in thy chriſtian courſe with re- 


| ſolution and p atience, and ſtill frequent the a- 


crament, with ſtedfaſt faith, and humble vene-" 


tation batevet there thou findeſt to excced* 
thy undecltand ing, put it to God s Account, 2 5 
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446 07 the rnit if Juovs Exxrey, + 
leave bim to make”! it g Se i in 5 


not conceive, how it ſhould He wi 
not dece ĩve thee, but they who rel upon 98 


E23 „400 


on „ ee are re to. 


TA 


12 God wa atom, 13 cannot ert, be- 
cauſe it depends ppon one who is truth it ſelf, 
and conſequently incapable of d= ot of. 
irhpofing | upon others, . 

Tis therefore highly fit, ind © in, matters- 77 
religion abſolutely pecefſary y. that theſe two. 
principles ſhould know their. order ind reſpe c ; 
tive ſtations, and cach contain 2 Gif eule its 
Proper, limitation. Faith, which, ſuppoſas 4 
reyklatjon received and acknowledg d, challen- 
ges the higheſt. place, and reaſon ovght to keep 
her diſtance, to ſerve end follow” ter, not te 
ſet bgunds to, or aſſume, and cxcroach, andu- 
Gary over, the other. For faith and charity ate 

t be tx o A Wa is ſup- 
ppl ted, f e two governing principles of a good. 
mag 8 23 ahd actions. And their adtho- 
| * Fc ee * in no one inſtance, mot 
e © conſiderable, 
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1 er than 3 in RY a bleſſed 9 
| BM ment, Ged is-infinite and eternal, his power 
unbounded, and incomprehenſible. He does 
—_ C7. Peaſeth him in beauen and earth 1 


v» bo can underſtand his cue, or fim ot Bll 
bis methods?” If the works of God wete doeh, 

as Panne Ys could pehettate Vith caſe, 
they would loſe. a great part ot their glory. We 
ſhould ſooh abateof our awe und venetation for 
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Lt their author, i his dealings + were not above the” 
"A power of our tongues to Exptels,, and the vt- üt⸗ 

ü noſt extent of our imagination to conceive. 6 
bart men would 1 pracfe: 7 Lord for' ius 
„ oeadneſt andivf; Fang 2 that be bar ane 
. for be childten 9 5 1 Pal. ci. "Por. great. 


and marvellous. are. thy 00 l Dodyord God. a> 
nig bey! Rev. xi. Heu unſearobuble are' 44 
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fame Meditations, that might be * * 

Go — in be 
the >a drawn, ſeemed not ill to ſuit with the Pete 
of caſting: chem into'this fo 


"nl would 7 prove of excellent Advantage, if uent Uſe did 
but render them more familiar. _ 


: Word of God, and the Offices of the Church, will find 
Hhimſelf able to make large Additions to the following 


what I have offer d here thay t 
TFietv, and thy ſanctify ing ſack diſpenſ 
d any one of my Chriſtian = BY kindling in then 
boy Teal, wid inſpiri 

5 — _ this oy FAR ed, Ble Bleſſing hope it will, 


To vodka this as compleat as the London Edi- 


tion it is thobght pr to udd Dr. Sran- | - 
| 's Meditations and Prayers for Sick Per- k 
- ſons ; for which Reaſon take the Preface to | 
e e e 


, 6 


—— 
* 9 


{\HE Publiſher of this Edition, being "defitous ts 
render this Book as generally uſeſul as it was 


re the two great Oc- 


cafions of Extraordinary Devotion are the ſeaſon of receiv- iſ © © 


ing the Bleſſed Sactament of the Lord's ' Supper, and hat 
of Sickneſs, thrught the Former reaſonably well provi I + 
ded for; in the Foutth Book ef the foregoing Traaſlation. S 


224 hed more willing to provide for the latter, in re- A = 


Tut of that which ſollows lay by. me, ſome- 
ce compeſed at the Requeſt of 'a. "Lady Ln, TY ett 
Is with God ] who deſir d my ven er int paring 


Author, to which the wo fred. And the 
is to promote, in ſome 
ſure, thoſe Reaſonings with — omn mind, which at 


all times indeed, but eſpecially in ſuch See 


The devout Chriſtian, who converſes mach with the 


8 n it was much * wy rexel to 6 
m my ren, than to ex te a great 

hy A to the motir g 
. Providence 


ſes, I have m. 
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ſome degree be capable of. 
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I; 0 M E,. my foul, "atk let us ne Bs 

C together, concerning the things that 
have befallen us. This body, to which thon 
art united, flags and dreops; the vigor ef it is 
abated, its beauty impaired and decayed 3'the | 
limbs once well knit, are grown feeble, > "24 
with great difficulty ſuſtain their weight, or 
accompliſh thy purpoſes. They ſcarce er- 
form any office aright, and when they do, it is 
with pantings and tremblings, with wearineſs 
and faintineſs. They ſeem to groan and ſink 1 
1 50 ue burden and each member, which 


\ 75 Was 
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Ye een, Fe. 


me ly wont to ſerve Gi 8 
ful Leere and activity, naw calls for ſuc- 
couss Lom abroad, and is no longer able to fup- 
port it ſelf, This is uch a Change, as ought 
not to be felt. only, but well conſigereq tas. Be 
not thou therefole il to the be rfe and mule, 
which bave no wnderfiqading, Plal. xxxii. 16. 
but loſe all impreſſions, as ſoon as the ſtrength 
of the ſtroke, cœaſes. It is thy privitedge and 
duty both; to reflect ind'meditn;nocalt back 
things already paſt; arid anticipate thoſe which 
are · to come and, as for ſueh ac are 
preſent, to acquaint thy ſelf with the cauſes and 
reaſons, the ends andꝭ uſes of them, us well as 
with the nature and quality of the things 8 
(elves, All theft ate operations proper 
reaſoning foul, and the proſent been tl 
upon thee for a due exerciſe of them all. For 

thou canſſ not be ſick ad hecoes a mah, and: 
> chriſtian, without enquirifg whence, and 
where fort it is: that thou art ſo- The firſt and 
maoſt neceſſary/ſtep, boch toward the patient en- 
during of che anguiſhþ and the ſaccefbtol appli- 
cxttion of the rr ne the man, 


ad '-1 * Auntdttobde 


1. Ke inns cnc avidin ep 
wibat the Holy Ghoſt bath -ſpokenicoheetninge 
aMiTiaon: in ——_ is in an eſpeciaF manner 
true r = 
Caf 6 omet 
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c- a as Jorth n V the duſt, eber doth 
up- eule ſpring out , the ground; Jõb v. 6, Our 
ght {elves indeed were taken thence, and moulded 
Be ioto man. But this was not the effect of any 
ule, natural cauſe; the God of nature;by his almigh« 
16, power, commurided earth and aſhes into this 
gth | beautious and wonderful ſtructure of a human 
and body. And he alone, who created and formed 
Ack it, commands it back into its native duſt again. 
ich Every deceaſe and decay; whether it be the ef- 
ally fect of accident or time, whether what we uſu- 
and ally call violent and. ſhortning our days, or whe- 
| as cher according to the coufſe of nature, an 
m. | ſlower declinings of age, all are but ſo | many: 
4 | ſhocks, by which this fleſhly tabernacle is ſhi- 
ken; or modlders by — and, 'by growing 
more ruinous anchuninhabitable, gives the foul: 
watning to ſerk another dwelling. And theſe: 
are all diſpoſed, hy a moſt- ſteady and Partieulat 
os a if tracedmp'to theit firſt origi- 
W cauſe as ſoblime as the body it folg 
hath; Nature indeed goes on in a ſmooth and 
ſettled courſe, and ſo the hand that guides this 
engine is far diſtant, and ſeldom obſerved 1 but 


ptoceſs and the long chain of cauſts be Ao in- 
tricate, and withal ſo familiar, and frequentiy;! 
ale, that the cvents reſulting front chence Cale 
te be wonderful in our eyes. H. ald or a ſurd- 
felt, a weak conſtitution, or impure blood. un 
r M m m wholſome 


cyen nature it ſelf is God's inſtrument tho. the: 
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wholſothe diet, and m n neglect * ain | 
and careleſsneſs of our health, advice taken too 
late, or a medicine improper, or out of ſeaſon, 
theſe are what we commonly charge our indiſ- 
poſitions and our miſcarriages upon. And thus 
fur we may ſay true, but, if we go no higher, 
we ſtop a great deal too ſoon. For it is 
to diſcern à hand above, that directs and limits 
all theſe, that ſmites the ſtrong, and preſerves 
the tender, ſlays by the ſlighteſt accidents; and 
recovers from the moſt deſperate; and this in a 
manner moſt-ſurprizing, ſuch as no human art 
or skill had any N ry can men "ay 
| account of. | TR 


III. If then thou haſt Sandi thy lll, we 
the finger of God is in all theſe things, purſue 
this thought, my foul, a little farther, and ſee 
what a fair and wide — k and 
heavenly wiſdom it will ſoon open to thee, 
For what is God? IE not he that very being, 
iafinitely powerful, and wiſe, and juſt and 1 
Is it not he, ho made thee, and ſuſtainsthee, che 
ſame who governs and dilpeſes the whole world 
aud all the creatures in it, after the counſel of 

| his'ewn will? He, with whom the-lives of his 
ſervants are cxcecding precious, in whoſe. fight 
the very hairs of our head are all /numbred? 
Wichout whoſe permiſſion not a ſparrow tan 
m the: (groung; * in nn eſtimatibn the 


A NM meaneſt 


for SR Pxagonk 8 


he —_— thoſe, that. are made after bis own, 
ns. NY image; are of inhnitely more value than many. 
oo | ſparcows:.. Remember, that ſuch is the author 
diſeaſe: And this, ſingle remembrance 


Mn, af thy 
Iiſ- will lead thee to ſuch reſolutions, ſuch haly and 
us ſeaſonable reflections as cannot, if duly, attended 


er, ¶ and carefully improved, but work in thee. 

aſy frame of mind, 5 beft ſuits thy preſent cir-. 
pits |] cumſtances, and muſt;negds. diſpoſe thee to rea, 
ves large and laſting advantages from them. For. 
ind © bow canſt thou conſider his power, and not 
aa || dread the dire effects of an angry, or reſt ſecure 
art under the favour and ꝓrotection of a reconciled 
any God: Or how canſt thou meditate on his wiſ- 
dom, aud not be contented; with his appoint» 
mehr, for thee: Ot on his juſtice, and not he 
NN zealouſly,concerned, to ſeek a pardon. for 
fans, which. have. provoked, and made by 
5 object of it: Ot on "his goodneſs, and not. 
be even. thankful. under thy ſufferings; ; For; 
what is, grieyous to fleſh and blood, is yet or- 
dained to excellent and heavenly: purpoſes, and. 
it. is ut of very great kindneſs that thou art 
thus afflicted: * canſt thou think upon his 
right of creation, — 4 acknowledging his, 
bounty, in giving continuing thy being, 


on his preference. of mankind above the reſt of. 


the le rosie which Je: men, 
| wog 


anch all the comtorts of it: Or how, laſiy, up- 
the creatures here below; $4 without. obſerving, 1 | 


* 
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weste witnable,that of u node end reaforebls 
(bot, which the others want'; atid fo cheriſting 
the hope of immottality. whereunto man only, 
of all here below, is appointed A hope which 
= us, we ſhall not periſh,” but only be 
anged, and in the midſt of na ee and 
rting ſtruggles, can beor u , nay can 
an over Bird agonies Sn Here — 
will fix my thoughts, ie — the 
almigbiy with a ſong, and addreſs my prayer 
unto the Godor" my life. d, A pF 
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9) Alwiphry' God; the faber l. abe "pits 
of all fleſh,” whofe neber-failing provi- 
derice orderethrall things both in heaven and 
earth: I defire with the profoundeſt humility 
and reverence” to proſtrate bot my ſoul and 
body before thee, beg g that "thou would'ſt 
give me grace, de ben 0 and admlre thy pro- 
ce" in all thy" diſpenſatſons t6wards m 
ſelf and the reſt of mainkind. I acknowledge 
it thy 'Þcunty, that 1 ever was at all, and adore 
thy mercy 'and long-faffering;” for preſerving 
me in the land of the hving.” My vir fry be 
and years of health and comfort were thy gift; 
and the recovetics from former ſickneſſes, as 
wells the prevention ot thoſe dangers and diſ- 
cles I never Hs) ate owing to thee, alone. -Man 
W Ko Ye no E * Goth 
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God in the day 
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7 
doth not live by bread and care, nor is relieved 
by medicines only, but by the word ard bleſ- 


fing which preceedeth out of the mouth of 


God. Grant me I beſcech thee, a ſtrong and 
due ſenſe of my entire dependance upon thee, 
and grace to improve under, and behave m 

ſelf in ednfermity to that unqueſtionable truth. 
That whether the means uſed-for my eaſe and 

relief ſucceed, I may aſcribe all the glory and 
thanks to thee alone : Or whether thou ihibk- 
eſt fit to deny them their intended effects, I 
may humble my ſelf under thy mighty hand, 

and remember that thou, Lord, haſt done it. 
Inſpire me I beſeech thee, with that true and 
heavenly” wifdom; which may help me to diſ- 
cern aright the reatons! and enable me to anſ- 
wer. the ends of this correCtion, and all other; 
thy dealings with me. That I may patiently 
bear the rod, and glorify him who bath ap- 
pointed it; and, in all conditions, ſubmit my | 
ſelf entirely to hy 200d pleaſure, and praiſe 

of wy" viſitation. 80 ſhall 
this weakneſs of my body contribute 10 the 


ſtrengthning of my virtues, and the -health- of 


my ſoul, through the merits of him, who re- 


deemed them both at the price of his own pre- 


cious blood, even thy ſon, and my ever bleſſeck 


_— Jeſus Chrif'cur Cord. Wer N 
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0 ths plies of God, and the affeSion. arifing. 
rom Zbence, vig. Dread of - 5 * er. Lie 
a traſt? in his proteclion. 41h e 


I. V THICH, 8 we turn our 

cyes, ten thouſand objects meet us, 
which. all prove and preach. to ys the almigh« 
ty power of God. The glorious. fabrick, of the 
univerſe, and every thing contained therein, nay, 
even the meaneſl, and, in, human, eſteem, moſt 
deſpicable creature, proclaims aloud the ompis 
potence of its maker... And the good order, in 
which the e are contained, does as much mags» 
nity his preſerving, as their exiſtence does his 
creating power, But man needs not lock a» 
broad: Himſelf i is ten thouſand 7 to 
demonſtrate this to himſelf. The. curious 
{truQure of his body, the excellencies of its di- 
vine inbabitant the ſou}, and the wonderful a- 
mezing union, and mutual cotreſpondence of 
both theſe, could be the workmanſhip. of. no- 
thing. leſs than omnipotence. This mixture of 
ſpirit and mater, of peliſhing and immortal; 
the Jagacity of the one to influence and go- 
vern, the readineſs of | che otber ta obcy, and. 
8 ctuated; the , ſprightlinets. and. vigor, , or- 

lie the heavineſs = diſoider, and iccipr 

dill ice, Which each of theſe ufer to the 
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other, ate moſt certainly the Lord's doing, and 
ought. to be marvellous in our eyes. © Alaſs, 
how ſhould man ſubſiſt ene moment, even in 
the fate of che greateſt perfection, did not this 
t aftificer watch over his own work, and 
conſtantly ſuſtain it; did not he check and mo- 
derate that conflict, which the warring ele- 
ments of our body are continually engaging'in? 
But ny, now that the corruption of our 
nature. and dhe tranſgreſſion of our firſt pa- 
rent, hath let death and diſeaſes look upon us; 
thete needs ge repeated infliction. For, it God 
be but paſſive, and withdraw his reſtraint, the 
always ready to devour us, and we 
catyy the feeds'of torment and deſtruction about 
our own peflons. And God hath ſo decreed; 
that every man ſhall once fall by the ſtroke of 
death, A decree which in our — ſtrength 
in the very bloom and beauty of youth, con- 
traty to our on expectations, or the fears, of 
our meſt beloved friends, he ſometimes exe- 
cotes: To duch us, at our being is 'wholly | 
precarious,” that we have nothing ſtable here, 
no title even to life it ſelt, but are all concluded 
by a ſentence alread paſt, For all our days 
ate in the nature of a teptieve ; the prolonging 
whereof ie an act of meer mercy, as the cut- 
ting it ſhort is cxempt from the leaſt appear- 
ance of iti uſtioe, God then cannot want means: : 
* n for this; All nature is his; 
8 che 
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the: malice of wicked men, the ipight of is 
foes, the miſtaken kindaeſs of our 42 the 
errors of our phyſictans, and the. miſapplication 
of their medicines, are all directed and over. 
tuled to this end. The humours of our bodies, 

ihe temper of the air, and every element in- 
deed when he gives the word, turns executioner, 
or, in truth, if he but pleaſes: to perinit, the. 
thing will do it Elf. He burns us up by fe- 
vers, or drowns.us in dropſies, ſtrikes us dead 
in a mement by apoplexies, duties us alive hy 
palſies, con ſumes us by flow and: imperceptable 
degrees, with: lingring conſumpiions. IT bou 
ſec, my ſoul, how: eaſily God can do theſe. 
things, by a. tbouland inſſances of friends and 
acquaintance gone before thee, and by thy own 
yct more ſenſible experience, in this, declining - 
and languiſhing body.of thine, -- Thou. art ſen- 
ſible now, thatnofleſh is able to ſtand before 

God, and how quickly; we are blaſted by the 
breach of his diſpleaſute. That to him alone 


belong power and ſtrength, and to poor mortal. 
man, nen * r and Fran: 1 


Carr res a 9 


II. ly 63 my foul) bad. theſs, 83 
been freſh and deep upon me heretofore, they 
would have teſt rained my wild; career in ſin, 
and prevented many grievous and bold tranſ- 


| weite, which I have — to fear might 
provoke 


. . * * - — 
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for er 2 64 os 
Wan the Abe maſbſty « to eaſt me a 
this bed of ſickneſs. For do we provoke the 
Lord to jealouſſy? Are we ſtronger than 
hen? Alaſs, my own Lebte how vain 
and fool-hardy i it is, not only to fight againſt 
God, but not to fear and ſtand in perpetual 
awe of. him: How fatal to play with this 
confuming fire: And I cannot but wifh with 
all the faculties of my ſoul, that I had better 
conſider'd this point long ago. For he is a ter- 
rible and a mighty God; and when hie enters 
into controverſy with mankind, no fleſh can 
withſtand: it. At leaſt, my ſoul. let us make 
that good: uſe of this refleion now,'to be un- 
feigned ſorry for what ĩs paſt; and more cau- 
the time to come. The flower is 
wither'd indeed, and/droops its feeble head; 
but it is not quite cut down. O let us yet 
humble our ſelves in his fear, and -zonſider, : 
what a yet more dreadful vengeance God hath 
in ſtore, for hardened and obſtinate wretches. 
If the decays and pains of the body alone are 
ſo grievous; how ſhall we bear the perdition of 
both body and foul? How ſhall wedwell with 
everlaſting burnings d. If the rod ef God, theſe 
comparatively light puniſhments, - repreſent. 4 
us the terrors of his angry juſtice, who can 
bear the approach ot that diſmal day, when he 
ſhall come in thunder and flames, to make an- 


Wen of this whole world, and delivers. 
N nn a wicked | 


. — — —— — — 
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Wicked finders over to unavoidable deſtruction, 
An eternity of torments, Jeſus defend us, Who 
can entertain even the moſt diſtant thought of 
it, without trembling, confuſton and 'aſtoniſh- 
ment: Fall down then, my foul, and humble 


thy ſelf under the mighty band of God; that 


thou may ſt not periſh with this frail body. Loſe 
no time in making thy peace, but wah with 
all thy might, eſpecially now, that the day of 
life ſeems to decline, and the night combs on 
herein no man Can wer, | | 


It. | Rehndmber my lool for: thy. e ehtow. 
ragement, that, If thou abrund i in the work of 
the Lord, thy labour ſhall not be in vain in ili 
Lord, 1 Cor. xx. 58. He is no leſs mighty 
to ave than to deſtroy; with him no word is 
impoſſible, and if he will, he can even yet raiſe 
the feeble body, and reſtore it to perfect health 
and alacrity. Nay he will certainly do it, if 
that be beſt for me; and if it be not! he wil 
do yet more. For there wilt come à "day, 
in which this vile earthly part ſhall be 
enlivened again, and if it moulder into duſt, and 

paſs'thro' infinite different forms, yet will he 
fee this 8 through all its changes, col- 
ect its diſperſed atoms, command the little 
heaps of daft to awake,/and tranſlate it into 4 
glorious and a ſpiritual body, 2 Cor. xv. A 
_ fit fora _ of 1 E Las and the in- 


Heritance 


fell. Phil. iii. 21, 
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heritance of that kingdom, where this fleſh 

and blood. which we now ſet ſo partial and 
extravagant a value upon, it is not worthy to 
enter. I will therefore ſtrengthen my ſelf in 
the power and promiſes of my God, and with 
holy Jeb, the" be flay me, yet will I truſſ in bim, 
Fob xiii, 15. For even then I will lay me 
down, in hope of a joyful reſurtection to eter- 
nal life, and commit my body like ſeed to the 
ground, not to be loſt but improved, by cot- 
rupting there. For thou O God, art un- 
changeable, and thy promiſes without repen- 
tance, and promiſe thou haſt, theft: our vile bo- 
dy ſhall be faſbion d like unto Ghyif's glari- 
cus body, according to the mighty working, 
whereby thou art able to ſubdue all things to thy 


PRAYER. 
' Moſt glorious Lord God, terrible in thy 
judgments, and wonderful in thy deal- 
ings towards the children of men, poſſeſs my 
ſoul, I beſeech thee, with awful and becoming 
apprehenſions of thy majeſty, give r 


\ 


lente and ſorrow, for ever having hardne 
heart from thy fear, and provoked; that ven- 
geance which can conſume me in 8 moment, 
Lord convince me whom I ought ta dread, and 
let me never, fer the gratifying any ſinful ine 
ö „Flinten, 


. 
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clan kater any tere che Lord my ma- 
ker, and incur the diſpleaſure of him, Who is 
able to caſt both body and ſoul into hell. And 
as (nn t 
of rhy power may efftctually reſtrain all my 
appetites ; ſo, I beſeech thee, let it be my ſtay 
and confidence in aff dangers and diſtreſſes. 
That for ſaking t the broken reeds of all worldly 
ſuccours, I may put* my whole truſt in thy 
mercy, andeyermore ſerving thee in holineſs 
and pureneſs*of living, may even in death it- 
ſelf be more than conquerer, . Even in that 
joyſul day, when all enemies ſhall be deſtroyed: 

when thy chilretr ſhall come forth 9 the 
dark priſons of the grave, and ſhine Hike ſuns in 
the kingdom of thee their father. Grant this 


Chriſt's Oe | 


thou rock of my foul, for Wy dear ſon N | 


Amen, 


MED. uw. 


1 


of ia f God. Ard the penitential 75 


Tow reſulting ior it. Dy” 


G 0 DEA being infinitely berlecr n and Nest, 


the ſupteme and original good, the au- 


thor and maker of all things, and cannot there- 


fore be ſuppoſed, - -either to hate what himſelf 
hath made, or to have / given being to' any 
thing, witha 2 0 to render it matic” His 
Vie Providence 


\ 
' 78 


hy grace, that this confideration 


2 
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pg yiäkude and power, which made the ſubject 
of the two former meditations, are in their 
own nature and primitive intention, defign'd 


for the benefit and ſecurity of his creatutes. 


And, if at any time they become the inſtru- 


ments or diſpenſers of grief and pain, this is an 


effect purely accidental, an operation ſo foreign 
tbat it is even extorted from them, and wholly 


imputable to ſome other cauſe. And this is the 


caſe of mankind, once favour'd above all their 
fellow-creatures, and ſafe under the ſhelter and 
ſmiles of an almighty protector: But by their 


own fault, deprived ct this defence, lett naked 


and expoſed to miſchicfs and ſufferings, and 


not only diſarmed of their ſureſt guard, but in 
| Perpetual danger of being deſtroyed, by that 
very hand, which was formerly their friend and 


defender, O wretched conſequences of fan, 


that did not 6nly render our firſt parents and 


all their poſterity liable to bodily death, and 


all the diſeaſes and pains that leads to it; but 


left in us a fatal averſion to all good, and a 
ſtrong propenſity to all evil. 


which our ſinful parents had derived down to 


us, and by iniquities without number, by wile | 


ful , Tepeated; habitual, and daring tranſgreſ- 
fions, confirm and aggravate this ſentence of 


death, aud atm rl; Wl ilice Up Goch n our, 
ihves, © Af, FR THT 
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II. *Wapder not then, if thou ſeeſt ſo many 
dreadful ipectacles of offliction in the. world, 
nor murmur, When thou thy ſclt art bound in 
the fame fetters, and ſore laden with the bur- 
then of affliction. But remember that God is 
righteous, and thou, and theſe people are wick- 
ed, that be is holy and zuſt, as well as good, 
and tho' he does-not willingly grieve the chil- 
dren of men, yet their iniquities put a fort of 
violence upon him, which he cannot refiſt, 
They quite weary him out, and render it im- 
poſſible, (that is, inconſiſtent with bis other 
attributes and the perfection of his nature) 10 
let ſuch men go always unpuniſhed. Nay, 
even in thoſe infinitely, more dreadſul torments 
of another world, his perteRigns. are concer n- 
ed to vindicate themſelves; for tho theſe be 
terrible above what we are able to expreſs or 
conceive, yet they are juſt. And, at the ſame 
time that we may be apt ta queſtion, whether 
ſo. great ſeverity be conliſtent with the charac- 
ter of our judge; we proye the wiſdom ot our 
layegiver ; and, that even eternal pains were 
neceſſary, ſince even all this will not contain 
us in our duty, and elleQuall "rang from, 
. e menen. 2 J n 


III. oa this, my Gl} 12 be caſe, "Theſe. 
everlaſting: plagues axe the deſerved, wages. of 


wy" ien "TR or do bat Ggend. ib thy 
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ſelf, as it becomes thee to do, now more eſpe- 


cially, and there take an exact ſurvey of thy 


miſeries and frailties ; thy raging paſſions, and 
ungovern'd appetites: Ask thy ſelf, what abu- 


ſes and miſemployments of health thou haſt 


been guilty of. Whether thou haſt not neglec- 
ted and forgot God and Heaven too much, 
and been too full of ſolicitude and fondnefs 
for this preſent world, whether thou haſt not 
flighted his worſhip and ſacrament, and diſre- 


garded his word, or whether theſe have been 


formally and coldly frequented. Examine the 
heavineſs of thy affections, the wandrings and 
negligenee of thy mind, in publick and private 
devorions, { Here it may be convenient to in- 


flance in any other particular againſt cur duty 
to God.] See again the;violation of juſtice and 
charity to thy neighbour, whether thou haſt 


honeſtly diſcharged the offices of the. ſeveral 


capacities and relations God hath placed thee 
in; (A Hutband or Wife, a Maſter or Miſtreſs, 
4 Sor or Daughter, a Magiſtrate or Subject, a 


parent, a Brother or Siſter, and the like). It 
thou haſt not been guilty of groſs and manifeſt 


injuſtice in thy dealings, yet baſt thou done 


Wrong to man's foul, by ill advice, or wicked 


example? Nor to the bodies of any, by malice 
or eontempt, by ill treatment, cruel uſage, 


want of compaſſion and care for their jnfirmi- 


ties? What reputations haſt thou injured by 
. | _ ſcandal 
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II. *Wapder not then, if thou ſeeſt fo many 
dreadful ſpectacles of affliction in the world, 
nor murmur, When thou thy ſelt art bound in 
the ſame fetters, and ſore laden with the but⸗ 
then of affliction. But remember that God is 
righteous, and thou, and theſe people are wick- 
ed, that he is holy and zuſt, as weil as good, 
and tho' he does not willingly grieve the chile 
dren of men, yet their iniquities put a ſort of 
violence upon him, which he cannot reſiſt, 
They quite weary him out, and render it im- 
poffible, (that is, inconſiſtent with bis other 
attributes and the perfection of his nature) 10 
let ſuch men go always unpuniſhed. Nay, 
eveu in thoſe infinitely, more dteadſul torments 
of another world, his per fectigns are concern- 
ed to vindicate themſelves; tor tho'. theſe be 
terrible above what we are able to expreſs or 
conceive, yet they are juſt. And, at the ſame 
time that we may be apt to queſtion, whether 
ſo great ſeverity be conſiſtent with the charac- 
ter of our judge; we proye the wiſdom | ot our 
lapegiver; and, that even eternal pains. were 
neceſſary, ſince even all this will not contain 
us in our duty, and e wein Fom. ' 
wee. B raperel OP 


% 


III. And this, my ſoul, is thy caſe, Theſe 
everlaſting. plagues. are the deſerved wages. of 
tby-wickedncfs, Fer do but deſcend into thy 


\ 
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ſelf, as it becomes thee to do, now more eſpe- 
cially, and there take an exact ſurvey of thy 
miſeries and frailties ; thy raging paſſions, and 
nngovern'd appetites 2: Ask thy ſelf, what abu- 
fes and miſemployments of health thou haſt 
been guilty of. Whether thou haſt not neglec- 
ted and forgot God and Heaven too much, 
and been too full of ſolicitude and fondnefs 
for this preſent world, whether thou haſt not 
flighted his worſhip and ſacrament, and diſre- 
garded his word, or whether theſe have been 
formally and coldly frequented. Examine the 
heavineſs of thy affections, the wandrings.and 
negligence of thy mind, in publick and private 
devorions, ¶ Here it may be convenient to in- 
flance in any other particular again cur duty 
to God.] See again the:violation of juſtice and 
charity to thy neighbour, whether thou haſt 
honeſtly diſcharged the offices of the ſeveral 
capacities and relations God hath placed thee 
in; (A Husband or Wife, a Maſter or Miſtreſs, 
4 Sor or Daughter, a Magiſtrate or Subject, a 
parent, a Brother or Siſter, and the lite) It 
thou haſt not been guilty of groſs and manifeſt 
infuſtice'in thy dealings, yet haſt thou done 
w tong to mans foul, by ill advice, or wicked 
example? Nor to the bodies of any, by malice 
or contempt, by ill treatment, cruel. uſage, 
want of compafſion and care for their infirmi- 
ties? What repatations haſt thou jure 2 | 
F | ſcandal 
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ſcandal end cenſure, by fal ſe and EEO 


Jadgments, by buſy megling wick matters that 
concern thee hot, by afficiouſly (ſpreading, or 
toohaſtily believing ill yori; ee 
repeating, and being pleaſed with detraQing or 
- uncharitable reflectiops, or if by none of theſe, 


yet at leaſt by neglecting to reptove, ot to diſ- 


_ countenance, a ſlandering tongue, and to de- 
Tiver the innocent from its ſecret ſtabs? (Here 
again be particular in any other fins you baue been. 


gvilty of a an your neigbbour.) Turn thy 
yes inwar 


80 


0 


once more, and behold the breach- 
es 1K that duty thou oweſt to thy ſelf, the in- 
temperance and irregularity of thy deſires, the 
murmutings and diſcontents, whe .infirmities 
indulged, the paſſions ſubdued, the negligence 
in thy greateſt concern the love of unlawful,” 
and the abuſe of law ful diverſions and pleaſures. N 
Theſe are things ſo ineident to our ſtate, that 
no man's conſcience can ſpeak peace to him, 
in them all, and happy art thou in thoſe, where 
thine condemns thee not. But know withal, 
tbat God i is greater than thy heart; and knoweth . 
all things, 1 John ini 20. He keeps exact ac- 
count of thy lurkicg cor ruptions, and ſecret 
faults, the unobſerw d, or the long ſince for- 
SBottem, miſdemeaners of thy life. The dread- 
ful catalogue whereof, coold they be ſet before 
thee, would give a diſmal. Sa: full of hor- 
er rand confufion, and meolerablo: amazerhent, , 


* 


Ss chat thou muſt ef neceflity acknowledge thy 
bike companion of filth and miſery, a wretch 
chat if, God ſhould. enter into judgment with, 
* chou haſt reaſon to expect 9 better than 
> || indignation and fury, to be ſet up as a mark of 
r || his vengeance, and by ſome ſwift exemplary 
le, deſtruckion, hurried violently away into the 
* hotteſt flames of ell. 

5 : 31-473, IA 27 205 a5 Sus i. ore Ar 
Te IV. Thus much Iam fadly ſenſible of, and 
edo ſtand condemned out of my own mouth. 
by And thus far the cireumſtances of all mankind 
h. are the ſame, that if God ſhould be extreme to 
mark what is done amils, the very beſt of us all 
he could not abide it, Pfal. cxxx. 3, 4. But bleſ. 
1 ſed be God, though matters are deplorable, 
ce they are not quite deſperate, for there is mercy, 
ul, with him, and his juſtice is ſatisfied. The 
. price and purchaſe of our ſouls is paid, our for- 
dat ] feited lives ate ranſomed and redeemed, our 
a ' Þ ranſom lie eters the Whole world, even 


I his own beloved and only begotten fon, who 
al, - I ſpared not his own. life; but willingly poured. 
th ont his ſoul to death, and is thereby become 4 
- || Gcrifice and atenemens for the fins.of weiche 
ret I mortals. He bath promulged glad tidings ot 
or | reconciliation. and repentance, of pardon and 
d- peace. He ca 10 fave fidners, even the chief 
ore ef ſinners. Gar God deficeth not the death of 
ay, provided they believe, and, ſincerely obey, - 
OR 9000 N Rim? 
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him: Not according to the ſhekel of the ſanc- 
tuary, which requires unſinning perfection, but 
after the ſtandard of the new covenant, which 
allows for human frailties; accepts ſorrow for 
the paſt, amendment for the time to come, a 
fervent love of God, and honeſt and diligent 
endeavours to ſerve him. This is a taying 
worthy to be accepted indeed, this is the com- 


fort and confidence of poor returning ſinners. 
And, while I can ſee by faith the penalty of 
eternal damnation releaſed, by virtue of the 
blood of this lamb, flain to take away the fins 
of the world, Iwill ſabmit with patience to the 


4 


temporal puniſhments inflicted by my PR 
neſſes 


ked God, and thankfolly accept the fic 
and afflictions of this preſent life, and fo many 


warnings and calls to repentance, 


the diſcipline of the Lord, and if, after all that 
is come upon me for my evil deeds, and tor 
my great treſpaſſes ſeeing that thou, my God, 


haſt puniſtied me leſ than my iniquities delerve, 


if I ſhonld again violate thy cemmandments, 
thou would'ſt certainly be angty, till thou had'ſt 
utterly conſumed me, Emre ix. a 


I — — — i 


. K 


v. And ſute, my foul, we ſhall take care to 
make this good uſe of them. For theſe are 


. | «pg 8 . ig. and tor- 
ment me ſo much the more, for neglecting ſo 
great fAlvation. I take therefore this chaſtiſe- 
meat wich all poſfible ſabmiſſion, and with un- 


a ' \ . 


for Sj ek P F 
feigned ſorrow confels. my manifold offences. I 
0 implore thy mercy who art juſtly diſpleaſed at 
wy me, and ſince in the midſt ef life we are in 
or 


death, I cry earneſtly to thee for ſuccour, and 
beg that hewſoever thou thinkeſt fit to diſpoſe 
of. this corrupitble body, thou would'ft look gra- 
ciouſly upon me in thy dear ſon, and not de- 
8 liver my poor ſoul into the bitter pains of eter- 
nal death, but pity and fave, me fer Chriſt Jeſus 


82 his ſake. Amen. I, 
he Shes may be W the xXXviii. id li. Palms, - 
ns No Wy the confeſſion in the communion-ſervice. 
be | 1 hty God, the father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
. al t 121 
0 Or elſe . a8 prayers at the end of the woos 
es 1) mination. 
ay , 0 Lord ve beſrech thee, & · ke? 

* moſt mighty God, &c. 
. 55 N me, O good Lord, Ke. 

for ENUEE or which, ſay as follows. 

to 6010 2 4 
re e 'Þ R A v E R. 
at 
or N p iftation f the fek, 
s | 


e, Moſt el God, who e 

0 the moltitude of thy mercies, doſt 0 1 
t pat away the fins of thoſe who truly repent, |. 
r- | tharthou remembreſtthem ne more, grant me, 
ſo I beſeech thee, true repentance and thy holy 


&- 15 55 then wor? ne on of: e * 
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my languiſhing conditien, and give me the 
comfort of pardon and forgiveneſs, Renew in 
me moſt loving tather whatſoever hath been de- 
cayed by frau and the malice of the devil, or 
my own carnal will and frailneſs. Preſerye 
and continue ms in the unity of the church; 
guard me by thy power from all the aſſaults of 
the tempter, and ſuffer him not to take advan- 
tage of my weakneſs, Conſider, I beſeech thee 
my contrition, accept my tears, hear my own 
prayers, and thoſe ef others on my behalf, and 
aſſwage my pains, as ſhall ſeem to thee moſt 
expedient for me. In thy mercy' O Lord, I 
put my full truſt; in thy mercy alone, and in 
the merits and ſufferings of my crucified ſaviour. 
Impute not, O Lord, unto my. former fins, but 
ſtrengthen me with thy bleſſed ſpirit,” and when- 
ever thou art pleaſed to take me hence, take 
me into thy favour, thro' the merits of thy 
dearly beloved ſon, Jefys Chriſt; our Lord. 
men, E 3. 1 48 3 p16 OT +4 . 
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T AS there no other conſideration to 

"VV. compoſe the mind, but that alone of 
gur ſufferings being juſt, this ſhould ia reaſon per- 
laade us to the conſtant exerciſe of meekneſsſand 
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patience, and contentedneſs under them. For, 
as the prophet urges very well; Wherefore doth 
a mortal man complain; even a man for the pu- 
niſhment of his ſin? Lam. ii, The thief. upon 
the croſs notwithſtanding all the hardning of his 
former profligate life, yet pacified himſelf under 


Bis pains, and reproved his reviling companien, 


with this reflection, that they were under the 
condemnation juſtly, and received but the due re- 


ward 6 their evil deeds, Luke xxiii. 41. But 
we have yet abundantly more, to quiet our re- 


pining thoughts, and ſi lence all complaints; 
when the yiolence of an Affliction, or the ſat- 
ferings of a fick bed, would provoke us to impa- 


tence, | Our ins have been many and great e- 


nough to make God our enemy, and cry but too 


loud for the utmoſt rigors of his vengeance; yet 
thoſe adverſaries are not the wounds and bruiſes 


of an enemy, but the chaſtiſements of a father, 
Qne that ſmites us indeed, but itis in righteouſ- 
neſs and friendſhip ; 2nd only with a deſign to 
reproye and fefotm us. Obſerve what heavenly 


comforts the Apoſtle hath left behind, and how 
God himſelf hath exp! 'ained the nature and in- 


tent of his own diſpenfations, My ſon, deſpiſe 
not. thou the chaſtęning of the Lord, nor faint. 


whe hen they art rebuked of him. For whom'tl e - 


Lord loveih he chaſteneth, and {courgeth every. 
ſon-whom he rece veth. If ye endute chaſten- 


ig. Beg gealcth \ with you, as with his ſons; 
| for - 
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for what ſon is he whom the father chaſteneth 
not? Furthermore, we have had fathers of our 
feſh which cortected us, and we gave them te vo- 
rence ; ſhall we not much rather be in ſubjection 
to the father of ſpirits, and live? For they veri- 
ly for a few days chafſtened us after their own 

e, but he for our profit, that we might be 
partakers of his kolineſs. Now no chalfening 
far the preſent ſeemeth to be joyous, but grie- 
vous; e aftcrwards it yieIdeth the peace 
able Fruit of righteouſneſs, uno them that are 
exerciſed thereby. Heb. xii, 

IT. What now can more illuſtrate the wil. 
dom of providence, than the converting our ſharp 
eſt calamities into decaſions of our virtue and 
happineſs? And which of all our calamities is 
more likely to conti ibute to our reformation, 
than thoſe of ſickneſs and pain? For thele, of 
ipflictivg our own perſons, are moſt ſenfible and 


grievous to be born; and, by puniſhing the bo- 
dy, for the ſake and ſervice of which, moſt; if 


not all, our wickedneſſes are committed, they 


meet with the very cauſe, and go to the root of | 
erfect the 
cure. Our phyſician, of ſouls is both skilful and 
kind ; he will not give us over outof a cruel in- 
Our father anſwetrs 
his near, and gives ſeaſonable ebrrection to 
prevent our utter undoing. But in all this there 


6 the © Pl udence . the Phyſician mixt with the 
| 


the diſeaſe, and ſo are beit fitted to pi 


dulgence; to our own eaſe, 


tenderneſs of the parent, The one would not 
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preſcribe the bitter cup, unleſs he knew it neceſ- 
fary and beſt for us; and if our circumſtances 
call for correction, it is with gentleneſs and re- 
luctancy, with pain and yearning of bowels, that 
the other ſcourges. 

III. Do thou therefore, O my ſoul, conſi- 
der, who chuſes for thee, and learn ic reſign thy 
ſelf to his diſpoſals ; for they are the appoint- 
ments of one, who is wilt than thou art, and 
who loves thee better than the tendereft mother 
could, Do thou likewiſe conſider, why he chu- 
ſes for the, and learn to improve under the ſcem- 
ing ſeverities of ſuch diſpenſations. Take gladly 
the wholeſome phyſick, and ſecure a good work 
to thy ſelf. Have no deſires or wiſhes of thy own 
but, with a conſtant reſerve to the good pleaſure 
of God, think, and be affured,that what he does is 
beſt. Beſt in it ſelf and belt for thee too, if thy 
own fault binder it not, Alas, we know not 


what to pray for as we ought, and ſhould there- 


fore beg nothing poſitively, but that God would 
do what he ſecs moſt expedient, Ask therefore , 
my ſon), that he weuld make thee an inſtru- 
ment of his own glory: that he would ſopport | 


thee in theſe tryals, and not ſuffer thee io be 


tempted above 125 thou art able; that he would 
command all things to work together for thy 
good: and for the reſt, take thy faviour tor thy 
Feten und, as oft as they prayeſt, that the 0s 
may 


| 
i 
| 


O father, not my will, but thine be done. 


upon 'mercy, If. thy pains be not perpetual 


| ſhortly undergo. If thou endureſt much; con- 
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pa paſs from thee, beſure forget not to add; 
from the very bottom of thy foul; nevertheleſs, 
0 IV. And, to render tbe cup thou art now 
drinking as little unpalatable as may be, forget 
not alſo to ſuſtain thy felt, with the comforts e- 
ven of thy weakeſt condition. Seriouſly obſerve, 
how gracious the Lord is; how he hath not only 
ſpare J, when thou haſt deſerved puniſhment, 
but in the very midft of his wrath hath thought 


thank him for thy intervals of eaſe and..refreſh- 
ment: If they be ſharp and extreme, thank him 
for the abacement and moderation of them. If 
thou canſt recruit thy feeble ſpirits with ſleep, 
thank bim for cloſing up thy eyes; waking, thank 
him for the opportunities of meditating and pray- 
ing to h im in the night ſeaſon. 

Yea, thank him eſpecially for continuing to 
ther thy underſtanding and thy ſenſes, and that 
he hath. given thee the power and the, grace 
to make a good and holy uſe of theſe, that the 
length of thy ſickneſs hath been ſo much a lar- 
ger opportunity of preparing for that important 
change, which, not this languiſhing body of 
thine only, but alſo all thoſe thou leaveſt be- 
hind in full health and beauty, and vigor, muſt 


lider this is a good method of withdrawing thy | © 


. * 5 > 0 a 18 5 4 1 | J 
affections from the world, and mike thee thirff 5 
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| oh more earneſtly after the laſting joys of a 


er place. If # tedious lingorin diſtempet 
ch, and almoſt weary out t , Patience, 
how much rather this is to be choſen, 
ha the raging frencies of a fever, or the ſadden 
ſtroke oſ an a appoplexy, "Reflect open the con- 
dition of thoſe wretelies, who are ſnatched: out 
ot the'world i it me de in an act of damning ſin; 
but however i in an inſtant; without ſo much 
as the power, or leiſute, to beek par don or peace, 
to commit their ſouls to God, or ſo much as 
once ſupplicate His metey at the laſt gaſp. O, 
what would they have given, how much more 
would they gladly have endured to purchaſe 
this long warning; 7 het ſto and ſobmn Ap 
proaches of death, the happy 2 'thow 
now enjoyeſt of trimming thy lamp, and pure! 
ung thy ſoul in reidineis to meet the bridr- 
room at his coming J*Pot, tho"we ought:in-; 
ced to expect him every hour. e n ia aur moſt 
eſtabliſhed healtłi, yet well is ie for that ſervraut 
who receives expteſs notice of his maſter᷑ s cou 
ing, and takes care 5 to provide for it} as in g 
16us prayers, and devot wiſhes to go out he] 
880 him, and having on the 3 — ment 


waits only for kis! nge to 5 ich him 
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TED me, Aimigbty 2 * mercitel 
God and Saviour, extend thy accuſſo- f 

Ted: goodneſs io me thy poot ſervant, no caſt 24 
upon this bed of languiſhing, and griev'd 72 = 
ſickneſs. Sanctify I beſeech thee this. thy f * by 
| therly. correction to me, and grant that ADE. 


receive it, with all the patience: and ſubmi I; 
of-a dutiful child. I deſite to ee 10 
be _ thy divine wiſdom and goodneſs, in th. 
diſpenſation ot providence. towards me, jut 

and = _ that thou: woo ſt keep me 14. = 
eat 

th; 

We 

Tat 

ally, with thy — holy ſpirke in the! inet. rec 
man.. Let the ſenſe of my weakneſs. 2 be 
| firength tomy faith, and ſerio 5 to my re- of 
pentance. ITaqhat it * ba thy. good pleaſue u pu 
reſtote me to my former health, I may lead the bn 
reſidue of my life inthy feas, and to thy glory, ces 
or elſe grant me ſo to take thy «FA, that, | car 
after this painful life ended, I may dwell with dif 
thee in life everlaſting. For this, O Lord, is his 


the chief, che moſt earneſt deſite of my ſoul, 
that wecker! my may . the Lord, 


or 


1 


e 8 
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ry 
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"or whether 1 die, I may die unto the ld; 

I may be thine, theo! 
Jeſus Chrift, 7 my _ 7205 e Savieur. 
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1. F dangers and diſtreſſes n our con- 
1 fideration, : ſurely: the deliverance from 
mem ought to excite our thankſgiving. The 
0 nts of God extort complaints from us, 
und ſhall his mercies be received in ſilence? 


When the afflicts and wounds, we ſeek him 


early, and ſhall we forget him, when he refreſn- 
— — us That ſure were moſt unwor- 


thy, moſt reproachful. The rather ſo, becauſe 


we:are-able to give our ſelves a very. plain and 
rational account, how it comes to;paſs that we 
receive evil at the hand of God, but the good 
he vouchſafes us, furniſhes juſt matter no leſs 


of wonder than of thankfulneſs. Death is the 


puniſhrnent of fin, the diſeaſes and «decays of 
our bodies are ſo many degrees of, and advan» 
ces toward that death: = out. conſciences 


J can fiud no difficulty in juſtifying. theſe painful 


diſpenſations. For none of us can deſcend into 
his breaſt, without diſcovering. infinite perſonal 
pray which Hg Fee God to take 
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the reſidue of thy years. But hen thou waſt 
almoſt cut ff with pining fickneſs, and thine tyes 
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this forfeired Mfc; amd to ant ub coffin the-mid 
of our days. But, when he for beats to do, ſs, 
when he checks his wrath, and ſuſpends the 
execution of that fatal ſentence gone out againſt 
us, we can diſcern ib rebſob lr this in our 
ſelves, but muſt reſolye it all into the ſole, the 
undeſerved goodneſs ond our: conpaſlionate and 


Jo g- ſuffering Lord. 


And, forks my ul is now thy cafe. Thou 
wert baſtening apace to the regions af death, 
and in fear that thou ſhouldeſt be :deprived-of 


even fail'd witb docking upward, When thou 
rec onedſi each 'night und: morning, that there 
would be an end bee; opon earth, I/. Xxxviiiz 
12, 13, then did the Lord ſtuand by thee, ani 
fave thee, even becauſe be bud 2 Javour unto 
Thee. Plulozviii, _— "LAS Gift 11110924 lane 
Jy 10 WP pe, F228 195 019997 
511 Now tho! this be the condition common 
to all mankind, that we contribute ndi part; to 
Pho een merhorious cauſt vf nuchigood- 
fs, yet in the final cauſe w e may and muſt 


1 part. We could not 
give the bleffing to our ſelves: We could mot 
_ deſerve; that alnighiy God ſhould give it us 


But it will be incumbent upon us to take tare, 


that ſuchigtace be not beſtowed in vain ; ſinde 
. peaking, ERIN this, nor any other of 
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n 
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the iſpenſarion of providence, can poſi be 
in vain, ' For ſomę effect they will of cel. 
ſicy have, even with regard to us. But i they 


anſwer not the good pu poſes, for which they 
were deſign' d, better were it for us, that we 


had never receiv'd them at all. The lengtben- 
ing out our days, if we do not amend our man- 
ners, is but the miniſtzring | freſh and larger op- 
Portunities of adding yet more to our fins here, 

and to Qur:tormments,, hereaf.er, And —.— 


had it been, to have been ſwept away with a 7 


ſwift deſtruction, than to be deliver'd from our 
fears, and to live ſuch a liſe afterwards as 18 
certain to render us more miſcrable in the end. 


For every mercy, every eſcape, muſt be ac- 


counted, tor, and theſe. which are entertained un- 
thankfully, will at length prove curſes, inſtead 
of bleſlinge, to us. It will therefore . become 
thee, my ſoul very ſeriouſly to conſider, where- 


in true thank fulneſs conſiſts, and what, MY the 


wangen by which, it muſt be expreſs d. 


10 When men do any ſignal acts of kind- 
+ 0-6] each. other, the receiver, it he is able, 


thinks hi mſelf oblig' de to pay them back again, 
in ſome ſervice or benefit as good. This ig 
what men cannot be excuſed from, provided fit 
opportunities offer, and their circumſtances ena- 
ble them to do it. But wben the power of 
doing u! is en we are ſenſible that ſo 


N Wh much 
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much as falls ſhort in procuring . a friend's 


„ Teal advantage, ought to be made up in all be- 
©* coming teſtimonies of reſp-& In ſuch a rea- 
dineis of mind as plainly ſhews, that the party 


does not however want the will and hearty de- 
fire, of rerurning ſuch favours in kind, and 46 
the full. | 901 1421 r 
Ne the Bine oe of equity muſt needs 
hold toward our 1 "benefactor | in heaven. 


we ate ſo very poor and impotent, that it were 
the extremity of vanity and madneſs, to ima- 
gine out ſelves capable of adding to bim. The 
utmoſt we can do is to demean our ſelves lo, 
that he, and all the world may plainiy perceive 
us duly ſenſible ot his bounty, Now this can 
be demonſtrated only by our conſtant and 
zealous care, to pleaſe and honour him, by tak= 
ing delight in the obedience he hath enjoyned 
us, and teſtifying - by our practiſe; that we 
eſteem the ſervice of fo liberal 2 maſter, our 
. moſt, reaſonable duty. and perfect freedom. 
Theiefore our lips ought to ſet forth the pra iſes 
of the Lord, and bis kindneſs ſhould ever be in 
our "mouths yet are thoſe ptaiſes nevet ſet forth 
effectually, yet is that kindneſs never ueknow> 
ledged as it ought, except our lives and every 


action proelaim' 1 it. The profeſſions of gratitude 


are of no conſideration in any caſe, farther than 
22 ex pr els che ANY EOF Geboy, 
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That heat cannot be truly 85 ,ateful, which 
does not, labour, and ſtudy, b y all proper 
means, to approve it ſelf to the heron whoſe 
debtor it is, And how this is to be done to 
Almighty God, his own word hath informed 
us; by declaring, that the man who truly hon- 
ours bim will order his converſation aright, Plal. 
I. 23. that they who love him will ge teſti- 
mony of their affection, by Keeping his command- 
ments. John xiv. 1g. that the goodneſs and for- 
bearance of God (both in its natural and de- 
figned tendency. ) ads 7o repentance, Rom. ii. iv. 
that it even conſlrains men to live no longer to 
themſelves, but 70 'bim who beth done 55 great 
dies for them, 2 Cor. v. I "ils 


"IV: Thel ate tellecklogs ſo gell. eeitent, fs 
v. ry obvious and natural to every man, that 


ſeldom are any remarkable calamities ande 8 


gone, or deliverances obtained, without exciting 
them in gut minds. Few wretchesate' fo har- 


dened in wickednels, few fo abandoned, and 


loſt to all ſenſe of God and goodneß, but in the 
ſcaſans-of ſickneſs and MUFC they ſee their 


paſt follies with diſpleature, and are convinced 
of the reaſonableneſs of forſaking them. But 


this is the, general unhappineſs, this the great 
fault of moſt men, that fuch remorſe quakly' 
we ars off, and their good intentions cool ag.in,” 
The {mart of the tod Fceaſes and the ſucceſs of 

A — 
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© And thas 5 man returns to MAG old” va- 
nitics and vices, with oF, ſame unconcerhediiels 
as before. | 

But, O my 118 let i it net be thb Wick me. 
No. Let me look with reat ſeriouſneſs, upon, 
the vows I made, when I was in *troub TI 'and' 
conſider, that theſe were not to be tranfigent-dnd' 
occaſional reſolutions; that they were intended 
for laſting obligations, and cannot be*fincerely 
diſcharged, unleſs they influence the reitivihdet of 

that lite, ſo gracioufly. reſtored to me. *'f oghir 
to look upon my ſelf as one raiſed from the dead 
and favoured with life a ſecond time; that from 
henceforth I might employ .and uſe the gift to 
the honour of the giver, who hath thug, as it 
were, created me afreſh, He ſaw it better, u- 
pon my requeſt, to continie me lon nger in this 
ſtate of tryal: and I ought to give the more ear- 
neſt heed thereunto ; that every day adtled to 
| my paſt years may prove a higher advancemebr' 
in piety and virtue; that none of my holy pur- 
- Poles languiſh or die, as too many haye for- 
merly done, that this late approach to thegrave' 
may perpetually warn me of my mortality, and 
that, whenever death and Judgmene Hall actu- 


* 
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ally overtake me, (as overtake me they 


e will ) 1 may AY, be We 
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| fied to meet my Lord, than this laſt ſem nons 50 


left ſhe? 1 
For can 1 reflect upon my late weakneſs, and 


entertain an imagination ſo vain, as- that this 


body, in its greateſt vigor, may promiſe ic (elf 
an everlaſting continuance? Can I obſerve this 
youth; of mine 'renewed as the eagles, and 
att ĩbute it to any other cauſe; than the almigh- 
ty power and infinite goodneſs of him, who 
wounds and heals, who kills and makes alive, 
after the council of his own will? Can I, ac- 
knowledge my preſent recovery owing entirely 
to that power and goodneſs, and not diſcover 
the indiſpenſible engagements, which lie upon 


me, to make ſome ſuitable returns? And what 


return is pofſible, hat fo, proper, fo. accepta- 


ble, tbe: of a thankful heart; a diligent im 


ptovement of this mercy; life, in every parc of 
it, entirely dedii to bim, who hath: 
e ee his title now. yet more, and made . 


it upon ſo. many accounts his own? 


V. I vill therefore be frequently | ding 
choſe ſolemn exereiſes of repentance, pertormed: 
in the bitterneſs of ray ſoul, and by * repeciti- 
on ſhew, that the good thoughts I entertained, 
continue to be the calm and ſettled deter mium- 
tion of my MOre co mind. I will ſtrict- 

ine, what fault is committed, what du- 
ches neglected, or: but flighily performed, what 
ROY 04 e * in a 9 u, 1 5 
eee ee 


: iv 


30 Meditation and Prayers 


of health dee e mighe pedal have; ro- 
voked God, to caſt me upon the bed of ſiek- 
__ and reduce me to ſuch extremity of ſuffer- 
Iwill thank the Lord for giving me war- 

clay by this affliction, but eſpecially for touch- 
ing and ſoftning my. hearty: and inſpiring me 
with Godly ſorrow, and holy purpoſes. And 
to my own endeavours I will add my moſt fer- 
vent prayers, that the continuance of his grace 
may, out of this painful chaſtiſement, produce 
the peaceable and bleſſed fru its of fighteooſneſs 
and faithful perſeverance. To this end I will 
not fail, frequently to renew my good reſolu- 


tions; to cheriſh-and- keep up in my ſoul all 


heavenly diſpoſitions, by conſtant private 


ray- 


er and ſerious reflection; by attending duly on 


the publick-worſhip, by reading and hearing, 
and conſcientiouſly applying God's holy word 
to my preſent eircumſtanees and neeeſſities, by 
letting ſlip none of the precious opportunities 
for ſtreng thening my faith and other chriſtian 
virtues, in the ſavrament of miy dear redeemers 
body and bleod. F will take heed to all my 
Ways, be upon my guard againff all temptati- 
ons and occaſions of ſinning,. moderate in my 
moſt law ful pleaſures and enjoyments, and di- 

ligent in all che duties, which the ſeveral relati- 


ons wherein I ſtand. and the ſtate of life to 


- which I am appointed by Providence, require: 


me. F ville ng before my mouths 


ond 
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Fr keep the door 5 my lips, that I of end not in 
my tongue, Pal. cxli.” 3. xxxix, 1, I willtake 


| heeg; that I hurt not any man, by ; thought, 
word, or deed; but will extend my charity, as 
I am able, to all mankind. To the poor diſ- 


treſſed members of my bleſſed Saviour, by ſuch 
ſuccours, as their * Fa MNands in need of, 
and mine qualifies me to giye: To others, by 
my good advice, and ſeaſonable inſtruction, to 
all, by my prayers and good wiſhes, and the 


powerful motive of a pious example: and even 


to my enemies, by meekneſs and forgiveneſs, 


even as God, for Chriſt's ſake hath had com- 


paſſion on me. I will make it my buſineſs to 


decome every day more in love with religion, 
dnd to induce all with whom 1 converſe to be 


ſo; that I may in ſome meaſure, give a cheek 


| To the abominations of this degenerate age in 
 which1 live, and adorn the doctrine of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, or at leaſt ſave my ſelf from 


| this untoward generation. In a word, I will 


be ſure chat the ſenſe of God's mercies, of this 


laft in particular, may never depart out of my 
mind; but live and grow, and bring forth fruit 5 
which may influence me powerfully. to dig 
0 0 1. my ay, to the 710 Faſt BOY Mt. my 
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this occaſion. For,” ofter' all that is cc me upon 
me for my evil deeds, and fir my great & Jp, 
Jeeing that my God hath funiſbed me ſeſi than 
in qu ties deſerve, and bath gruen me ſucb a 4 
Furrer as this; Ezra ix. 13. Sud 1 . 
ain break bis commandments, weuld be not then 
2 angry with metill te had conſumed me, jo 
that there ſhall be no eſcaping ? Verſe 14.+ 0 
Lord ny God, thou art 11gtteous. for 1 remain 
yet eſcaped, Vetf. 15. but let pot I beſeech 
thee, this mercy, by being forgotten or abuſed, 
turn to my utter and eternal condemnation. 
For, that this muſt be the ſad conſe | 
uchi iogratitode at laſt, not only thy weed hack 
told ' me, but J can plainly gather-it from my 
| own reaſon and experience. - 
. nation the unkindneſs of perſons, whom J 
have particularly obliged, kindles in my breaſt; 
1 find, that no ſort of reſentment ia more un? 


\ 


that which ariſes from the injuries and affronts 


my friendſhip to uſe me ill. And can I ſuppoſe 


m? The moe remarkable and parucular 
| is 7 hath been, the heavier and more 


. feel what indig- 


eaſy, ho provocatien harder te be born, than 
of thoſe unworthy people, who preſume upon 


that the juſt and jealous God will not call tem 
10 a fevere account, Wo turn his grace into 
wantonrefs, and when they live by miracles of 
bounty and lony-ſuftering, live ſo, as to diſhon- 
our him, and reproach theipatience that ſparcd_ 


inſu portable, 
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inſupportable, no doubt, will be that uratb, 
which hardenea, and imperitent wrętches trea- 
Jure up to themſerves, againſt tre day if wrath, 
and revelation of. the righteous judgment of God, 
Rom. ii. 5. So that our bleſſed Lord's ad mo- 
nition to the impotent man, is in effect the 
yoice of reaſon, and every man's own conſci- 
ence. Each affliction, each e ſcape calling out 
loudly to the receiver, Sin no more, left a worſe 


bing come unto ebee. John v. 14. | 


And how indeed can it be expected, that in- 
finitely worſe ſhould not come, When neither 
ſeverity will qriye, nor compa ſſion and kird- 
neis lead to amendment, when neither correc- 


ting, or paring, cen do any gocd ? The con- 


d:tions ot men are dangerous, whole diſtemper 
only is ſtrong: But theirs muſt needs be de- 
petate and mortal, whoſe very remedies feed 


and inflame their diſeaſe. If pruning and ma- 


nuring be both in vain, the next ſenience upon 
the bar rep fig- tree is, cut it deun, why cumber- 
eth it the ground ! Luke xii. Ihe axe is al- 


ready laid i ihe. root, and if it be lifted up to 


g ve the fatal ſtroke, the end of every tree, which - 
oringeth: nat jarth good fruit, we are expreſly . 
told ſhall, be, . 0 be . burnt with ö unquenchable ; 
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fy Men mi ighty God and err Rab 
wonderf fel in all thy -doinge, and graci 
in 8 thy diſpenſations towards the 8 0 
n; I thy . ſervant proſtrate my ſelf 
— Wag thee, with all the fer ve & affections of a 
grateful heart, acknowledging 'thy goodneſs, 
at I am not long ago conſumed. Thou Lord, 
bat chaſtened and correfled n me, but thou baft net 
given me over to death. - Bl. fled there fore be 
that divine wiſdom, which ſaw this late afflic- 
tion ſeaſonable, and would not ſuffer me to pe- 
riſh in my folly, for want of ſuch neceſſary 
Warning. Blefled be that tender compaſſion, 
which in the midſt of wrath remembred mer- 
cy, which 05 all my bed in my fickneſs, 
which pa fled by my e and many in 
firmities ; and inclined a Willing ear, to fo 
wandring and diſcompoſed ſüpplications, 'of 4 
poor feeble wretch, when he ' cried” unto ther 
N ch his extreme anguiſh and diſtreſs. Bleſſed be 
he powerful inflyences' of that grace, which 
iſp, ofed my heart to confideratian aud repen- 
tance. But above all, x you — be a 
Power and goodueſs which, ee ba 
When I had deſerved to be es Ke 
givzn me opportunity to make good thoſe 
Lefoigtivns, which thy grace inſpired, nn I 
Was In trouble. 12. let this 7 of 
a + © ine; 


- * f 4 | $1 
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n thine, and my own ſerious purpoſes of amend- 


tent, never {lip out of my mind, but preſerye 
me in a conſtant tender ſenſe of the indiſpen» 
ſable obligations I lie under to better obedience, 


thren: As a perſon faved from deſtruction, for 
this very end, that the remainder of my life 
ſhould be employed in the ſervice of my gra- 
Pe ' ; | | 4 f e „ 4 
cious deliverer. In this ſenſe, O my God, I 
humbly offer and preſent unto thee this foul 


Gaching thenga, keep (ham. thine for FI; 2 
et not the return of my health produce a fe- 


ſtricter and more ſteadfaſt virtue here, and my 


more exquiſite happineſs hereafter. O that the 


talents of time and ability to do good, which 
"ions {ons ape aft Coin Yee 

truſt ) be, for the time to come, ſo faithfully 
improved, that the ſhining graces of an exem- 


with. the bleflings, 1 have been ſo particylacly 


but others alſg, by my, example, to loye. thee 
more fervently. to ſerve. the more chearfs 
to truſt in thee more aſſuredly. In thee O. 


ake me every day more and more zealous in 
promoting thy glory, and the good of my bre- 


and body, reſcued from hell and the grave ; be- 


lapſe into my fotmer ſins; but become an in- 
ſtrument of thy greater honour, of my own 


he 

LY time and „ h 
ee have been heretofore ſo wretchedly neglected. 
pe | \Þ 
ch 


Ply oonverſation may hold ſome proportion 


2 withal. Let theſe excite me not du 


* 
who ſheweſl us thy gobane fo plentiufly. _ 


* ** 


41 Meditations and Prayers, : 
daily poureft thy benefits upon us: Phil. Ixviji; 
1 115 1 ge never faileſt nor for- 

fateſt them that ſeek © thee : xvii. 4. In thee 
whoſ: merci is are ſweet, whoſe ſervice it pere 

Irtedom and in keeping tf whoſe commanidinents 
there is exceeding great reward. tl. 
To this end, ſanctiſy, I beſeech thee all the 

methods ot thy providehce' to the falvation cf 
my immottal ſol, an eſpecially; let not thy 
abuf:d-mercics ever riſe up in judgtflent sgainſt 
me. O may my paſt ſofferings work in me 
great humility and godly fear; that from them 
I may confirm my felf in faith and patience; 
and an entire refignation to thy will, and wiſer 
back frequently 


appointments for me. Bring d 
to my remembrance che promiſes and ſuppli- 
cations,” poured out in the bitterneſs of m 
ſoul, that thoſe ſucceſsful addreſſes to the throne 
of grace, may ſtir me up effeually, to the 
paying what] then fo folemnly vowed.” Open 
thou my lips, O Lord that my mouth" may de- 
| Clare thy mercy andtruth as long as Flite, and 
praiſe my God, while ' 1 have any” being." Pal; 
civ. 33. And, foraſmuch as this recovery is 
only the lengthening out a little that Tan! of 
life, which muſt fhortly have an end; ſuffer 
me not, Ipray thee, ro forget, chat I an 4 
firanger upon earth ; but help mie ſo to diſen- 
gage my heart from theſe things here blow 
which my on late experience hatlt taüght 
* ne * Gre FO-Y LY Word me, 


to Srck Pzncons. 42 
that l 


A me cannot profit i in the day of wrath; be my 
ww hopes and may be unalterably fixed 
0 pe thoſe better and eternal — which 
f || thou bal prepared: for them that love thee. Let 
tr the thoughts and certain expectations of death 
yy and judgment be ſo conſtantly; ſo powerfully. 
je preſent to my ſoul that in bar bour ſoruer my 


f || ford ball come, I may be found ready to meet 
him, and to 


y go with him to the Marriage, Even 
t 00 bieſſed Jeſus, grant me in ſuch — 
10 aſs tbrou 2 | that 1 finally lose 
TY not the things eternal ; but that I may wy and 
e, am prove thy ares, til grace at laſt be 
er flowed | lory, and I tranflated; to £5 
ly | Trſter's joy, - All hen I beg for thy 
li- merits ſake; my only mediator and RS 
iy | To whom, with the father and holy ſpirit, be 
a cotibed, as is moſt due, from me; and every 
he || creature, all honour and glory, dominion and 
en power, thankſgiving and praiſe, and humble 
be adotatian, daneben and for evermore. Kaan, 
nd , M4 * Aen. 33 5 © z * 6A LEST 7 5 
al. 5 4 I Ur 60 . 2 b. vr | mY i vio 
* 10 ee noi 0 Death." e 6d 
' ba} 9 120 A . iD Þi 1 Non 2 205 8 


F 4. e ſor all men brcr t is dic; ond 
"after. that the ju 


ag ment. Heb. ix. 27. = 
fays the ſpirit God himſelf, and what is thus 

dinted, nene can” ee Woes — 
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43 Meditations and Prayers. 
That then, which remains for us, who lie utt- 
der this ſentence, to do, is only to endeavour, 
that we may die. as becomes men and chriſtians: 
2 Cor. v. 10. That is, as perſons, who ex- 
pect to render an account of the things done in 
this body, and receive a recompenee according- 
ly, whether it be good or bad. But who may 
abide that day? Or who ſhall ſtand, when the 
Lord appeareth? Who indeed; when not only 
the thing it ſelt, but the very apprehenſione, 
and the near approaches, of it ate ſo dreadful ? 
For what is more terrible to mortal man, than 
dying; and what more ſo to ſinful man, than 
being judged? But yet, my ſoul, ſince theſe 
muſt unavoidably come, let us ſee: what courſe 
can be taken, to ſoften a little, and - reconcile 
us to them: Nay, let us try, if it be not poſ- 
ible, not only to bear them eontentedly, but e- 
ven to meet them gladly, tu. 
. II. If death be conſidered in it felf, ig is no 
more, than what all the living creation here be- 
low undergoes, iti” common with our ſelves. 
And what is dying? It is a ceaſing to live, after 
the manner we now do. ' It is a removal, or ra- 
ther, an eſcape, from a world of misfortunes 
and miſeries; of ſorrow and diſquiet, of malice 
and deceit; noiſe and contention : of pains and 
_ anguiſh ; of croſles and diſappointments:- of ya- 
nmity and vexation ; and, which is worſt of all, | 
dbl temptation and fin, It is doing that _ EL 


: Y of 4 
, * * 


* sien raven; f 44 
Nn 4d : 
for all, we have 4506 in part a thouſand times 
Already, by fickneſs: and faintings, by the de- 
eays and infirmities of nature; and by the lofs 
of tendereſt relations, who tore away our very 
heart with them. In ſhort the preſent life, ę- 
ven to the proſperous, will be found upon a jut 
computation, to have made a very unc qual diſ- 
tribution. For even ſuch have a larger propor- 
tion of trouble, than of Happineſs. But to the 
generality of mankind, it is a rough tempeſtu- 
ous ſea ; and death is the making their port, or 
at leaſtretiring into the ſhelter of a creek, where 
ſtorms can reach and annoy, them no more, 
Theſe are not affected ſtraing of philoſophy, but 
weighed and meaſured truths: ſuch as every 
man ie, or may be, ſadly convinced of, at his 
OWN expence. The only deceit atiſes from our 
natural fondech for + hp which God bath 
wiſely infuſed; and woyen into our ſouls, that 
we might be che better, enabled to ſuſtain our. 
o_ calamitics. - As, on the other hand, he 
ath made faith of a fucure ſtate qur yirtue, Pu) 
ordained. the iiferigs of the preſent life, as an 
exerciſe. for that virtue, that both together might 
be aballange at leaſt againſt the objects of ſenſe; 
dra iy of our affections from a place, which was 
never intended for our reſt : and raiſe our deſires 
up to. thoſe better things, provided for us in a- 
bother world. And ſurely, if this conſiderati- 
15 were well weigh, en timerous natufe 
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4 op Meditations and Prayers 

$A, I. 8.1728 noh erde nay 1 * , 
may ftart and give way at firſt; y it would 
Wks hard — — 9 — | ws ey to death”; 
and, by the help of familiar practiee, and-pru« 
dent pious meditation, to tender not only tht 
thoughis of it, but even the thing it ſelf very 
tolerable to unn „ 


4 5 R I Hon ee 01 14644 

III. But, if we confider death in another ca- 
pacity, as leading, and keeping, us cloſe priſd. 
vers, to a juſt and terrible judgment; thus it is 
attended with a Ring indeed, Which is the ſehſe 
of guilt; and ſin ünpardoned. This is what no- 
thing can relieve; but the comforts" atiſing fiom 
ttue repentance, from a Saviour ſacrifie'd/ to ex. 

Poe and make full ſatisfaction for our oftences'; 

trom a title to our part in'that expiation; and fa« 
vour of a feconciled God. And theſe, I hope, 
are comforts which belong to me. For do but 


hear and obſerve (my foul) what reviving words 
the holy ſpirit hath ſpoken to this purpoſe, * / 


any man fin, ave have an advocate with the Fas 
cher, Fejus Chriſt the rigbrebun und be is rhe pro- 
pitiatlon Jar our fins; 1 John 1, 2. Chtiſt Bath 
dy'd; who is he that condemneth? Vea, Chriſt 
is riſeu again, abd ſeated at the right hand of 
God, a perpetual interceſſor, and a mighty Sa⸗ 
viour to all them that come to Gad by him. 


Rom. viii. Ie hath told/thee; that the infir- 


ity of the law and the fleth could not do, 
Chfilt hath done for us; Heb ii. & iv. thay 
CHE n 45 9 d : 2 
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*arices for them; that 
blood, and though our ſins be as fearlet, 
upon our true repentance, they ſhall be as which 
as ſhow. Rev. i. 5 
and ſee thy Lord coming in the clouds: hon 
muſt be jud 


4 behold only, 
with che ſon of God bim ieit, For ſuch he hath 
made ſons alſo, heirs. of God. and joint heirs 


ran thn + 7 Mo TIES LAY 
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4 + : 1 
1 knows 50 hath felt our weakneſſes, 10 wil 
not fail to make large and vety gracious allow- 
hath waſhed us in his 


Iſa, i. 18. Look up then 


tis true, but thy redeemer muſt 
de thy judge. And to whoſe deciſion would'ſt 
thou ehbſe to ſtand, but to thy beſt friend's ? - 


To him, whe loved thee ſo dcarly,- as to die for 
' thee; to be made fin and à curſe for thee, that 


thou mighteſt enjoy Sod in him ? This is 


thy ſure confidence: And heaven and eatth may 


paſs N hut his merits and promiſes. can he- 
ver fail. And be hath promiſed, that all 


who repent and believe, and ſerve and love him 
ſhall be ſaved in that day, and be where he is, 


to behold his glory. Fobn 2 xvii, - Nay, not to 
but to enjoy it; to live and reign, 


with Obriſt, of an inheritance incortuptible, un- 


defiled; and that fadeth not away, relerved for 


chem in the heavens. Nom. vili. 17. 1 Pet. 
b. 4. 1 Jobn iii. 2. And if I Kno. that 1 


r Gvd; I know, that I ſhall be with 2 1 
1275 be like him and ſee him as he i e * 


e e 0 glorious ay, which will eng ts. 
. 


1 © Meditations and Prayers 
x1 6243 T 50481 
85 the full and inſeparable enjoyment of my 
deareſt Saviour and moſt merciſol God, when 
this veil of fleſh ſhall be done away, and ſpiri- 
tual joy, and peace, and koowledge : and loye, 


ſhall for ever abound. Bleſſed be thy name Q 
God, who haſt opened an entrance into ſuch 


bus kor poor returning ſinners. ; Rleſſed be thy 
bounty, : who haſt ordained ſuch at infinite re- 
compencę. for our; imperfect abd, unworthy: la- 
boprs; and, if thou haſt deereed withal that I 
muſt paſs thro' the regions of darkneſk and death 
to come at thoſe ſeats! of light and glory; ſhall 


J grudge this Paſſage 2 When I have born the 


heat and burden © the day, all I mourn, be- 


cauſe the evening is come, and {brink * 


when I am called to receive my wages? 

Some difficulties Iknow there are; But has. 
O Lord, will ſtrengthen my faith, and not ſuf- 
fer me to faint, under the terrors and conflicts 
of my laſt tryals. Give me: grace, I be ſeech 


which thy ou god was made per 
is na more, Day, it is much + he than, he ſuf, 
fered veluntarily, and for my take ; that, by 
ſuſtering death he hath overcome it, and ten- 


gered the conflict Mote ea ſy to them that come 


after. Grant me to re/oice, at leaſt to ſupport 


Pk ſelf, with the 141 wy . 'of ; an eternal 


and reward, 


thee, to conũder, that this is the W by | 
ect 3 that 1 1 


A { 7 7 


95 Aud do N 0 my foul, —— cen 
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* for $1cx een ate 
tinually to Rrcogiind. thy own frailties 20 
fears, with holy meditations, with the repeate 
exerciſcs.of faith, and tepentance, of truſt and 
love, and heavenly-mindedneſs. Bid ad ieu to 
this vain world, and hake hands with it cheat: 
fully. As for all that is uneaſy here, thank 
God for a deliverance from it; and for all 
whom thou haſt reaſon to love and be concer+ 
ned for, remember that, thou leaveſt them un- 
der the conduct of the ſame good providence, 
of which thy ſelf haſt had ſo large experience. 
Conſider. that God. is all relations, and more 
, than, all, to thoſe that want him, and. if they 
, continue to ſeek and ſerve bin diligently, he 
„ will never forſake them, but be their God and 
their guide unto death. Bid all my friends 
weep not for me, but for themſelves, who-are 
ſtill _in a ſtate of danger and temptation, of vas 
. nity, and miſery, from which they that die in 
1 
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the Lord are releaſed. Tell them, that we 
ſhall ſee one another again ſhortly. . And as. I 
L am going. now to. thoſe dear and Bo! fouls, 
: who have got the ſtart of me in iy journey, 
/ o they, and I. and all God s children, Mall have 

1 a. e ajoyfa! meeting, at the reſurgeCtion 
: of the juſt. We ſhall all go together into 
t ; Place, whence tears and mourning are far 
1  baviſh'd,, where lieg of God, "the ſervice 
- of the lamb, the company of angels and ſaints 

* ſhall miniſter.cternal matter. of pale, and 0 
"VP and our happineſs will exceed all we can 6 


ceive; all we can hope fort Aid bo. O Ma 
wheres 15 a5 Hans ? 8 grade where 15 117 vie- 
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5 us, _ - Meditations and . Proyert 
be gorg?.. 1 tf 555 *Fhanks be God, who 
e ae Tven, us 122 victory, thro" pur Lord Je 
| 4 "* Therefore, my ſou}, 'be thou” Reddit 
| upmoyeable, alu 


5 Wonbdivg in e work bf 
the 92 4 Bead lal. 48 Tam affared' trat * 
ſhall MS Lin in the] Lord GI ; ; 


ty Lord, father of”, 410 met 


as oder alt comfort, I fler nigh 
3 et t i is wy ' peat... extremity 
humbly belecching thee, to ſupport 15 
en me in the laſt conflict of my life. © "ar." 
FN rom. the ſnares and tetroft of / the wicked 
% obe, iſtain my agohics with the pe com- 
fort of a quiet and good conſciehck, and of per- 
fect reconciliation. Lien this my God. Lord, . 
zs thon bringeſt me Deuce: to hy Kilt, let ty 
love, and my W tal thee be ſtronger, and 
chat it may phaſe t in thy ablindabf metcy, 
| toafford me ſome ſweet faretaffe of future 4 
chat I may triumph Even in death It 555 . 
ein this I know not what I sk: yet” at les 
SE fiffer not my faith to be arne oe oy Ji 
| Kindneſs $0 fail: aug, ec the dene 
Wag d. this corruptible body, 1 my foul; Fink? 
|  plore thee, 8 75 recioas"\in thy She Walls ie 
1 | the inihaculace 2 Bod, 
| 1 being pu purgeck and Aden 
| way, it may; be preſented pare and: dnblemithÞ | 
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